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2 The TRAVELS of 
to know, that though, out of our great Con- 
=  deſcenſion, we may allow them the maſculine 
nervous Stile, yet the ſoft and tender is all our 
don. They may perhaps draw a ſtronger Picture 
of turbulent Life, deſcribe Battles with the 
Breath of Fire and Fury, dip their Pens in 

Blood, and give Death its proper Colours; 
but for the ſofter Scenes of Life the Pencil muſt 
be ours. * 


I Au pretty certain, if ever my Travels are 
ubliſhed, that your ſerious old flegmatick Fel- 

* Iows, and the wrinkled antiquated Matrons will 
Cy, Eie upon this impudent Girl to ſhake off 
the Modeſty of the Sex, and gallop over the 
World to ſatisfy the mad Whims of a romantic 
Brain. Why truly, as your Notion of a Wo- 

man is, that ſhe is a domeſtic Tool deſigned for 
no other Uſe but to ſatisfy the brutal Inclinations 
of her Lord and Maſter Man, my Scheme of 

Life muſt give you offence, and your Indignation 

© will fill rife, higher, when I very fairly and 

© Fliinly tell you, that I abhor the ſhameful 

Drudgery to which my Sex is fatally ſubjected in 

propagating the Species, that I am highly ſenſible 
of our Miſery in this Diſpoſition of Nature, and 
Find that I have a Soul as capable of noble and re- 

Ifiped Sentimients, as thoſe male Things who 

Would fain make us meer Machines formed by 

Go and Natiire, for no other Purpoſe but to 

*Terve their Pleafures. Nay, I believe in my 

SConfeienee, you could chime in with that old 

dcdatinng Fool of a Stoic who very gravely 'faid, 

Women were a Sort of Tubs prepared to hold 

= < the Juice of Life till it ripens into N | 

„„ 2 | 4 is 


Mademoiſelle de Richelieu. 3 
This is a Tale of a Tub with a Witneſs, and if 
the World were to depend on my Tub, the 
Source of Life ſhould. be at an End; for I fwear 
J had rather be metamorphoſed into a Tobacco- 
ſtopper, a Broomſtick, or a Grid- iron. So much 
by way of Introduction. Let me now ſet out 
upon my Adventures, as a Cavalier, whom 
_ Curioſity, and an, inſuperable Paſſion to ſee the 
World, have dragged from the calm and eaſy. . 
Occupations of the tender Sex, to the Dangers 
and Fatigues that attend travelling; but firſt of 
all, it will be proper to inform the Reader how 
this Whim, or Madneſs if you will, firſt entered 
my Brain, and by what Means it roſe to fuch a 
ſettled Reſolution, that neither the Repreſenta- 
tion of Friends, nor the Dangers, which I could 
not-but-forſee, were capable to make me relin» 
quiſh my Deſign, | Pore t 
My Father, who was a Lieutenant-Generat 
in the King's Armies and Governor of Life in 
French Flanders, ( an Officer, as I have been 
told, reſpeRed in the Army) died when I was 
but two Years old, and his only Child. My 
Mother of the Epernon Family, paſſionately fond 
of her Huſband, fell into a State of Languiſhing 
after his Death, which never lefc her till ſhe was 
laid into the ſame Grave with her Huſpband 
about two Years after. An Uncle on the 
Mother's Side was my Guardian, and placed 
me in a Convent of Urſuline Nuns at Paris, 
under the Inſpection of his Siſter, Who | was 
Priorefs. „in e Seen e 
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Tus Lady, whom Grates and Vows confin- 
ed within the narrow Precin&t of a Cloyſter, 
often. complained of her Priſon, for depriving 
her of viſiting, in Perſon, thoſe Countries, of 
which ſhe with ſo much Pleaſure read the De- 
ſcriptions; and often harangued upon the Advan- 
tages which Men had of making themſelves ac- 
quainted with the Cuſtoms and Manners of dif- 
ferent Parts of the World ; ſo that I longed to 
travel before I could well walk, -and what with 


Books, and my Aunt's Lectures, at the Age of 


Twelve, I was juſt as fond of Travelling as 
the; and fully refolved, when I could diſpoſe of 

myſelf as I thought proper, to make the Tour 
of Europe dreſſed in Mens Cloathes. At the 
Ape of Twenty-five, my Guardian put me in 
Poſſeſſion of an Eftate, of about 15000 Livres 


yearly Rent, and 100,000 Livres ready Money, 


which he had faved during my Minority, after 
paying ſome Debts which my Father had con- 
trated, It was then I began ſeriouſly to think 
of commencing Knight Errant, and of meta- 
morphoſing myſelf into ſomething that had, at 
leaſt, the Appearance of a Man; my Com- 
plexion a little browniſh, my Stature about five 
Foot four Inches with the Adavntage of not be- 
ing full cheſted, were fo favourable to my De- 
ſign, that in the whole Courſe of my rambling 
my Diſguiſe was never once ſuſpected, and 
more than one fair Lady did me the Honour to 
receive my Addreſſes, as a Lover very capable 
of bringing an Intrigue to the laſt Perfection; 
and tho I always took Care when Things were 
coming to a Criſis to throw Diſappointments in 
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the Way, yet they were ſo artfully managed, 
that I was neither ſuſpected of Indiffęrence, 
Treachery, nor the unpardonable Crime of, 
capacity. "tt 7 8 60 I n An 354 d (3 
Tux Public is not to expect in my Travels, 
thoſe extraordinary Events which never exiſted 
but in the Writer's own Imagination: what 


relate is Fact, and with the diſcreet and think: 


ing Part of the World, Truth in its nat ive Sim- 
plicity has more Charms than Romance dreſſed 
out with all the Art of Invention and Elegance 
of Stile. I do not indeed pretend to vouch for 
the Truth of ſome ſecret Court Intrigues in Po- 
litics and Gallantry which I learned; but thus 
far I can ſafely ſay, that I have neither added 
nor diminiſhed, and that the Perſons who in- 
formed me were of a diſtinguiſned Rank, and 
eſteemed to be People of Veracity and Honour. 


As for my own Remarks upon the Cuſtoms and 


Manners of Countries, wherein I diſagree with 
other Authors, I ſhalf endeavour to juſtify with 


_ Reaſons founded upon Obſervation and Experi- 


ence; and as to my Characters of particular Per- 
ſons in high Stations, I ſhall only ſay, that my 
Pen is neither dipt in Gall nor Honey. I have, 


indeed laſned Vice wherever I found it, even in 


the Palaces of crowned Heads, without being 
awed by the Frowns of a Royal Debauchee, or 


Iribed by his Smiles, to conceal his Faults ; and 


If I have dealt impartially on this Side, I have, 


on the other, equally done Juſtice to Merit and 


%A 


Virtue from the King to the Cobler, 
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55 Vc Ul ENT hum-drum Readers will NY 
be able to bear this vain Character of my Integri- 
4 but let me tell them by way of a Secret, 
that as my Book is not to make its Appearance 
in the World, till I am got into Abraham's Bo- 
ſum ; and as there is Ode on my Side, that it 
will make a pretty good Figure, they will be 
forced to allow that I am modeſt, at leaſt, in 
that Reſpect; beſides, I never looked upon a 
little Pride and Vanity to be a Failing in our 
Sex; in Men, indeed, they are unpardonable, 
but in us, if they cannot, ſtrictly ſpeaking, be 
called Virtues, they very much contribute, how- 
ever, to make us virtuous ; and were it not for 
theſe two happy Defects in our Conſtitution, 
many poor frail Females would conſent to gratify 
Paſhons, to which we are all more or leſs ſub- 
jected; but Thanks to our Pride and Vanity 
we dare face the Enemy, and force them to 
- Honourable Terms; ſuch was the Caſe of a 
beautiful young Lady of my Acquaintance, who 
having made a noble Stand againſt the Efforts of 
a preſſing agreeable Lover, ſung her Viectory 
in the following irregular Lines, 


4 fe rendre a TD bymen peut-on trre blamable, | 
A fixer meme le jour peut-on Fire coupable 3 
Mais f L*homme preſomptueux croit donter nes 
q . £Oeurs, _ 

Par esd Sermens parjures, par ſes careſſes flateurs ; 

Bt non content d avoir $ Fr triempher de Lime- 

cents, © 

Mt jout encore de fon crime par une noire ven- 


i geance; 
| Que 


Mademoiſelle de Richelieu. 7 

Que tel ſoit @ jamais livr aux remords de ſon ame, 

Drill woutre dans le bourbier Pune. un, 
flamme; 

Et qu enfin rendu an bar de ſa ite carriere, 

On le vert fans regret en ee de 3 5 


N. hus PARAPNRASED : 


Well view to Hymen' $ Law even fix the Day, \ 
Of our Surrender in an honeſt Way 
Or on ſuch Terms as Honour will admit, 

And when *tis glorious for us to ſubmit ; 

But if the falſe deluding Creature Man, 

Be vain enough to fancy that he can 

Subject our Pride, entice our honeſt Hearts 
With Vows and Oaths, and all the practis'd Arts 
Of ſly Deceit, that knows no other Aim, 
But firſt to tempt, and then to blaſt our Fame; 
Let ſuch long wallow in the Mire of Luſt, + 
And chen unpitied moulder into Duſt. 


Ns I warrant this little coetical Düren 
will be nibbled at by ſome of your quibbling 
Critics; but J will tell them once for all, that 
as there can be no elegant Entertainment with- 
out what the French call Entremets *, ſo no 

Work of this Kind can be diverting without 
Digreſſions ! and if this won't do, be it known 
te you all, and every one of you, that I love 
them, and will have them regularly inſerted, or 
Woe be to the Publiſher whoever he may de. 


1 
— — 


* Dainty Diſhes ferved before the Fruit, 


I fancy 
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bee it will be no nex I IE. to tell 8 
955 we French Folks believe as firmly as we do 
our Creed, that France is the moſt beautiful, the 
moſt powerful, and the moſt opulent Kingdom 
in the Word, and if we add the moſt civilized; 
tis not ſurprizing that any of us, who have an 
Itch for travelling, ſhould begin with our own 
dear Country, Which we are to viſit with all 
poſſible ExaQueſs 5 that we may be ready on all 
Occaſions, -to. fhew n tay it e any 
other, #1 I 4 


Tnosz who are fond af os Deſcriptions 
Hy: look into the delices de la France “; for 
my Part I hate them, and am reſolved in the 
whole Courſe of my Travels to be as ſhort as 
poſſible in the deſcriptive Part, chuſing rather to 
entertain my Readers with a particular Account 
of the Government, Laws, Trade, Cuſtoms 
and Manners of the ſeveral Countries which I 
Have viſited, - (not forgetting the Intrigues and 
Gallantries of the different Courts) than to take 
wp their Time and my own, in long Diſſerta- | 
tions upon the Architecture of Houſes and 
urches; about which, even the Connoiſſurs 
an different Countries are as little agreed as the 
rieſts about Religion. An Jtalian will v | 
gravely tell you, that the true Genius of Archi- | 
Erez Sculpture, Painting and Muſic is pecu- 
ar to his own Country, and that all the reſt of 
2 are at beſt but A Copiers. I re- 
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Mademoiſelle de Richelieu. 9 
member to have read in one of their Authors 
the following ſhort but ſatyrical Remark : 
© The French, ſays he, ſhew the Unevenneſs 
of their Tempers in the Irregularity of their 
Buildings; the Engliſb their Pride and Vani- 
© ty, in attempting to refine upon us; the 
Spaniards think it beneath them to change 
their Taſte in Houſes or Habits, and an Eſcu- 
rial is to them a more beautiful Piece of 
Architecture than a Hundred ſuch as Ver- 
failles ; give a Dutchman a Stove and Trade 
and he is happy ; and the other Countries of 
the North think a Wooden Houſe painted on 
the Outſide, with Bachus's on Hogſheads, 
large German Glaſſes, Pipes and Tobacco, 
infinitely more beautiful than Marble Statues 
and Pillars, Ceci ſoit dit en paſſant ; this by 
the by.“ 


A A 


W 1 A M a K «„ A 


BEFORE I enter upon the Government 
of France, I ſhall firſt give my Opinion in ge- 
neral of Kings and Kingly Government, which 
will be thought monſtrous by my own Country- 


men, at leaſt a good many of them, who are 


for abſolute unlimited Power in the Prince; but 
as J have no Notion of being a Slave, with their 
ood Leave, I will lay this down as a certain 
axim, That the Laws of every Nation are the 
Mea ſure of Magiſtratical Power. There is, I 


know, a certain celebrated Author *, who lays 


much Weight upon the Word Hereditary; but 
the Queſtion is, What is inherited in an heredi- 


— 
— 


* 


* Mr. de Thou, 
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tary Kingdom, and how it comes to be heredi- 
tary? *Tis in vain to ſay the Kingdom; for we 
do not know what is meant by it; *tis one thing 
in one Place, and very different in others; and 
and I think it not eaſy to find two in the World 
that in Power are exactly the ſame : If this 
Author underſtands all that is comprehended 
within the Precincts over which it reaches, I 
deny that any ſuch is to be found in the World: 
If he refers to what preceding Kings enjoyed, no 
Determination can be made, *till the firſt Ori- 
ginal of that Kingdom be examined, that it may 
be known what that firſt King had, and from 
Whence he had it | 


 - TF this Variety be denied, I defire to know 
whether the Kings of Sparta and Perſia had the 
fame Power over their Subjects; if the ſame, 
whether both were abſolute, or both limited ; 
if the laſt, how'came the Decrees of the Per- 
fan Kings to pafs for Laws? Tf abſolute, how 
could the Spartan Kings be ſubjeR to Fines, 
Impriſonment, or the Sentence of Death, and 
not have Power to ſend for their own Supper out 
of the Common-Hall? Why did Aenophon call 
Ageſilaus a good and faithful King, obedient to 
the Laws of his Country, when, upon the Com- 
mand of the Ephori, he left the War that he had 
with ſo much Glory begun in Aſia, if he was 
ſubje to none? How came the Ephori to be 
eſtabliſhed to reſtrain the Power of Kings, if it 
could no way be reſtrained, if all owed Obedi- 
ence to them and they to none? Why did 
Theopompus's Wife reprove him for ſuffering his 
ower to be diminiſhed by their Creation, if - 
$15) 7 — coul 
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De TRAVELS of 1 
could not be diminiſhed ? Or, why did he ſay 
he had made the Power more permanent in mak- 
ing it leſs oflious, if it was perpetual and unal- 
terable? We may go farther, and taking Aeno- 

? pbon and Plutarch for our Guides, aſſert that the 
Kings of Sparta never had the Powers of War or 
j Peace, Life and Death, which de Thou eſteems 
inſeparable from Regality, and conclude, either 
that no King has them, or that all Kings are not 
alike in Power. If they are not in all Places 
the ſame, Kings do not reign by an univerſal 
Law, but by the particular Laws of each Coun- 
try, which give to every one ſo much Power, as 
in the Opinion of the Givers conduces to the 
5 of their Inſtitution, which is the public 
ood. | 7 8 0 


Ir may be alſo worth our Inquiry how this 
inherited Power came to be hereditary, We 
know that the Sons of Veſpaſian and Conſtantine 
inherited the Roman Empire, tho' their Fathers 
had no ſuch Title; but having gained the Em- 
pire, by Violence, which is meer Tyranny that 
can create no Right, they could devolve none to 
their Children. The Kings of France of the 
three Races have inherited the Crown; but 
Meroveus Pepin and Hugh Capet could neither 
pretend Title nor Conqueſt, or any other Right 
than what was conferred upon them by the 
Clergy, Nobility and People:; and conſequently 
whatſoever is inherited from them can have no 
other Original; for that is the Gift of the 
People which is beſtowed upon the firſt, under 
whom the Succeſſors claim, as if it had been by 
2 beulkr Act given to every one of them. — | 
Be. will 


12 Mademoiſelle de Richelieu. 
will be more hard to ſnew how the Crown of our 
Neighbours the Englih became hereditary, un- 
leſs it be by the Will of the People? for tho” it 
were granted that ſome of the Saxon Kings came 
in by Inheritance, yet William the Norman did 
not, for he was a Baſtard and could inherit no- 
thing; neither did William Rufus and Henry, 
for their elder Brother Robert, by Right of In- 
beritence, ought: to have been preferred before 
them: Stephen and Henry the Second were in 
the ſame Caſe; for Maud, the only Heireſs of 
Henry the Firſt, was living when both were 
crowned ; as little did Richard and Fohn ſucceed 
by Right of Inheritance, for they were both 
Baſtards born in Adultery. They muſt there- 
- fore have received their Right from the People, 
or they could have none at all; and their Suc- 


ceſſors fall under the ſame Condition. 


I find a great Variety in the Deduction of 
this hereditary Right. In Sparta there were two 
Kings of different Families endowed with an 
equal Power. If the Heraclidæ did reign as the 
Fathers of the People, the Eacidæ did not; if 
the Right was in the Zacide, the Heraclidæ 
could have none; for tis equally impoſſible to 
have two Fathers as Two thouſand. Tis in 
vain to ſay that two Families joined and agreed 
to reign jointly ; for it is evident the Spartans 
had Kings before the Time of Hercules or 
Achilles, who were the Fathers of the two 
Races. If it be ſaid that the regal Power, with 
which they were inveſted, did entitle them 
to the Right of Fathers, it muſt in like Manner 
have belonged to the Roman Conſuls, mili- 
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| tary Tribunes, Dictators and Pretors; for they 
had more Power than the Spartan Kings; and 
that glorious Nation might change their Fathers 
every Year, and multiply or diminiſh the Num- 
ber of them as they pleaſed. If this be moſt ri- 
diculous and abſurd, *tis certain that the Name 
and Office of King, Conſul, Dictator, or the 
like, does not confer any determined Right on 
the Perſon who has it : Every one has a Right 
to that which is allotted to him by the Laws of 
the Country by which he is created. 


As the Perſians, Spartans, Romans or Ger- 
mans, might make ſuch Magiſtrates, and under 
ſuch Names as beſt pleaſed themſelves, and ac 
3 cordingly enlarge or diminiſh their Power, the 
fame Right belongs to all Nations, and the 
Rights due unto, as well as the Duties incum- 
bent upon every one, are to be known only by 
the Laws of that Place. This may ſeem 
ſtrange to thoſe who know neither Books nor 
Things, Hiſtories nor Laws, but is well ex- 
| plained by Grotius, who denying the Sovereign 
Power to be annexed to any Name, ſpeaks of di- 
vers Magiſtrates under ſeveral Names that had, 
and others that under the ſame Names had it not; 
and diſtinguiſhes thoſe who have the ſummum Im- 
perium ſummo modo, from thoſe who have it mada 
non Summo And tho? probably he looked on- the 
firſt Sort as a Thing meerly ſpeculative, if by 
that ſummo modo, a Right of doing what one 
7 pleaſes be underſtood ; yet he gives many Ex- 
amples of the other. Among thoſe who. had A- 
berrimum Imperium, he names the Kings of the 
Sabeans ; who nevertheleſs were under ſuch a 
Vor. I. e Con- 
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Condition, that tho? they were, as Aeatharchidas 


reports, obeyed in all Things, whilſt they con- 
tinued within the Walls of their Palace, might 
be ſtoned by any that met them without it. 


Tax Law that gives and meaſures the Power, 
preſcribes Rules how it ſhouid be tranſmitted. 
In ſome Places the fupreme Magiſtrates are an- 


nually elected, in others their Power is for Life; 


in ſome they are meerly elective, in others here- 


ditary under certain Rules or Limitations, The 


ancient Kingdoms and Lordſhips of Spam were 
Hereditary ; but the Succeſſion went ordinarily 
to the eldeſt of the reigning Family, not to the 


neareſt in Blood. This was the ground of the 


Quarrel between Corbes the Brother, and Or /ua 


the Sen of the laſt Prince, decided by Combat be- 


fore Scipio. I know not whether the Goths brought 
that Cuſtom with them when they conquered 
'Sparn, or whether they learned it from the Inha- 
ditants ; but certain it is, that keeping them- 
' ſelves to the Families of the Balthei and Amal- 
thei, they had more Regard to Age than Prox- 
imity, and almoſt ever preferred the Brother, or 
eldeſt Kinſman of the laſt King before his Son. 
The like Cuſtoni was in uſe among the Moors 
in Spain and Africa, who according to the ſeve- 
Tal Changes that happened among the Families of 
Almohades, Almoranides, and Benemerini, did al- 
ways take one of the reigning Blood; but, in the 
Choice of him, had moſt reſpect to Age and Ca- 
pacity. This is uſually called the Law of Tha- 


 "neſtry; and, as in many other Places, prevailed 


alſo in Ireland, till that Country fell under the 
rghſh Government. 
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I France and in 7. urky the Male that is near- 
eſt in Blood ſucceeds ; and I do not know of 


any Deviation from that Rule in France, ſince 


Henry the Firſt was preferred before Robert his 
elder Brother, Grandchild to Hugh Capet But 


notwithſtanding the great Veneration they have 


fer the royal Blood, they utterly exclude Fe- 
males, leſt the Crown ſhould fall to a Stranger, 
or a Woman (who is ſeldom able to govern her- 
ſelf,) ſhould come to govern ſo great a People. 
Some Nations admit Females, either ſimply, as 
well as Males ; or under a Condition of not mar- 


rying out of their Country, or without the Con- 


ſent of the Eſtates, with an abſolute Excluſion of 
them and their Children if they do ; according 
to which Law in Force among the Swedes, 
Charles Guſtavus was choſen King upon the Re- 
ſignation of Queen Chri#tina, as having noTitle ; 
and the Crown ſettled upon the Heirs of his 
Body, to the utter” Excluſion of his Brother 4- 
dolphus, their Mother having married a German. 
Tho? divers Nations have differently diſpoſed 
their Aﬀairs, all thoſe that are not naturally 
Slaves, have preferred -their own Good before 
the perſonal Intereſts of him that expects the 
Crown, ſo as upon no Pretence whatever to ad- 
mit of one who is evidently mm of ſuch Vices 
as are prejudicial -to the State, Fer this Reaſon 
the French, tho* much addicted to their Kings, 
rejected the vile Remainders of the Merovingian 
Race, and made Pepin, the Son of Charles Mor- 
tel, King: And when his Deſcendants fell into 
the like Vices, they were often depoſed, till at 


_ laſt they were * rejected, and the Crown 
1 


| given 
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given to Capet and to his Heirs male as formerly, 
et for all this, Henry his Grandchild being e- 
Reemed more kit to govern than his elder Brother 
Nobert, was made King, and that Crown ſtill 
remains in his Deſcendants; no Conſideration 
being had of the Children of Robert, who con- 
tinued Dukes of Burgundy during the Reigns of 
ten Kings. And in the Memory of our Fathers, 
Henry of Navarr was rejected by two Aſſem- 
blies of the Eſtates, becauſe he differed in Reli- 
gion from the Body of the Nation, and could 
never be received as King, till he had renounced 
his own, tho? he was certainly the next in Blood, 


and that in all other Reſpects he excelled in thoſe 


Virtues which they moſt eſteem, 


Wx might enumerate a multitude of other Ex- 
amples, were it not too tedious ; and as the va- 
rious Rules, according to which all the heredi- 
tary Crowns of the World are inherited, ſhew 
that none is ſet by Nature, but that every Peo- 
ple proceeds according to their own Will; the 
frequent Deviations from thoſe Rules do evidently 
teſtify. That Salus Popul: eft Lex ſuprema, and 
that no Crown is granted otherwiſe than in Sub- 
miſſion to it. | 


Bor tho? there were a Rule, which in no 
Caſe ought to be tranſgreſſed, there muſt be a 
Power of judging to whom it ought to be applied. 
Tis perhaps hard to conceive one more preciſe 
than that of France, where the eldeſt legitimate 
Male in the direct Line is preferred, and yet 
that alone is not ſufficient. There may be Baſ- 
- tardy in the Caſe: Baſtards may be thought le- 
4-1 OG oe. gitimate, 
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' pitimate, and legitimate Sons Baſtards, The 
Children born of 7/obel of Portugal during her 
Marriage with John the Third of Caſtile were 
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declared Baſtards, and the Title of the Houſe of 
Auſtria to that Crown depends upon that Decla- 


ration. We often ſee that Marriages which have 


been contracted, and for a long Time taken 


to be good, have been declared Null; and 


the Legitimation of Lewis XIV. is founded 


ſolely upon the Abolition of the Marriage 
of Henry IV. with Marguerite of Valois, which 


for the Space of twenty-ſeven Years was _ 


thought to have been good, Whilſt Spain was 
divided into five or fix Kingdoms, and the ſeve- 
ral Kings linked to each other by mutual Alli- 


ances, inceſtuous Marriages were often con- 


. trated, and upon better Conſideration annulled; 


many have been utterly void thro? the Prein- 
gagement of one of the Parties. Theſe are not 
feigned Cafes, but ſuch as happen frequently, 
and the Diverſity of Accidents, as well as the 
Humours of Men, may produce many others, 
which would involve Nations in the moſt fatal 
Diſorders, if every one ſhould think himſelf ob- 
liged to follow ſuch a one who pretended a Titte 

that to him might ſeem plauſible, when another 
ſhould ſet up one as pleafing to others, and there 


were no Power to terminate thofe Diſputes to 


which both muſt ſubmit, but the Deciſion muſt 
be left to the Sword. we e q:40 


Tus is that which I call the Application: of 


the Rule, when it is as plain and certain as hu- 
man Wiſdom can make it; but if it be left more 
at large, as where Females inherit, the Difficul- 
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ties are inextricable : And he that ſays, the next 
Heir is really King when one is dead, before he 
be ſo declared by a Power that may judge of his 
Title, does, as far as in him lies, expoſe Nations 
to be ſplit into the moſt deſperate Factions, and 
every Man to fight for the Title which he fancies 
to = good, till he deſtroy thofe of the contrary 
Party, or be deſtroyed by them. The Exgliſb 


did not look upon Robert the Norman as King of 
| England after the Death of his Father; and 


When he endeavoured, on pretence of Inheri- 
tance, to impoſe himſelf upon the Nation that 
thought fit to-prefer his younger Brothers, he paid 
the Penalty of his Folly, by the Loſs of his Eyes 
and Liberty, The French did not think the 
Grandchild of Pharamond to be King after the 
Death of his Father, nor ſeek who was the next 
Heir of the Merovingian Line, when Chilperic 


the Third was dead; nor regard the Title of 
Charles of Lorrain after the Death of his Brother 


Lothair, or of Robert of Burgundy eldeſt Son of 
King Nobert; but advanced Merovius, Pepin, 
'Capet and Henry the Firſt, who had no other 


© Right but what the Nobility and People be- 


Fowed upon them. And if ſuch Acts 4 not 


deſtroy the Pretences of all who lay claim to 


Crowns by Inheritance, and do not create a 
Right, I think it will be hard to find a lawful 
King in the World, or that there ever has been 
any; ſince the firſt did plainly come in like Nim- 


rod, and thoſe who have been ever ſince Hiſto- 
"ries are known to us, owed their Exaltation to 


the Conſent of Nations, armed or unarmed, by 
the Depoſition or Excluſion of the Heirs of ſuch 
as had n before — What dull Enter- 
tainment, 
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tainment, what dry Stuff, cry the Young ane 
Gay ! but have a little Patience and III pleaſe 
you by and by; in the mean Time if what is al- 
ready ſaid upon Government in general, or what 
T I am to add upon that of France in particular does 
I not go down with you, why even leave theſe _ 

Pages to the Peruſal of your ſerious ſort of Folks 
who deſerve at leaſt ſomething for their Money, 
| Now to the Point—and you young Folks to your 
Taſk of turning over a few Leaves without ſo _ 
much as reading one Line as yow would oblige 
your humble Servant. E 


Tus Succeflion not being well ſettled in the 
Time of Meroveus, who had diſpoſſeſſed the 
Grandchildren of Pharamond, he was no fooner = ! 
dead than Gillon ſet up himſelf, and with much * 

Slaughter drove his Son Chilperic out of the 

| Kingdom; who after a little Time returning 
| with like Fury, is ſaid to have ſeena Viſion, firft 
of Lions and Leopards, then of Bears and 
Wolves, and'laſtly of Dogs and Cats, all tearing 
one another to Pieces, This has been always 
accounted by the French to be a Repreſentation 
of the Nature and Fortune of the three Races 
that were to command them, and has been too 
much verified by Experience. a, 


Clovis their firſt Chriſtian and moſt renowned 
King, having exceedingly enlarged his Territo- 
Ties, chiefly by the Murders of Maric, and Rag- 
nacaire with his Children, and ſuborning Sig- 
mond of Metz to kill his Father Sigibert, left his 
Kingdom to be torn in Pieces by the Rage of his 
four Sons, each of them endeavouring to make 

himſelf 
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_ "himſelf Maſter of the whole; and when, ac- 
"*cording to the uſual Fate of ſuch Conteſts, Sue- 
Ces had crowned Clothair who was the worſt of 
then all, by the Slaughter of his Brothers and 
Nephews, with all the Flower of the French and 
"Gaul Nobility, the Advantages of his Fortune 
Only reſulted to his own Perfon. For after his 
Death the miſerable Natives ſuffered as much 

from the Madneſs of his Sons, as they had done 

by himſelf and his Brothers. They had learned 


tom their Predeceſſors not to be ſlow in doing 


Miſchief, but were farther incited by the Rage 
of two infamous Women, Fredegende and Brune- 


© "Chilperic the Second, who by the Slaughter of 
many Perſons of the royal Blood, with infinite 
numbers of the Nobility and People, came to 
'be Maſter of ſo much of the Country as procured 
bim the Name of King of France, killed his 
_ eldeſt Son on Suſpicion that he was excited a- 


. gainſt him by Brunchaud, and his ſecond, Teſt he 


married Fredegende, and was ſoon after killed by 
her Lover Landry. 0 


Tux Kingdom continued in the ſame Miſery 
through the Rage of the ſurviving Princes, and 

found no Relief, tho' moſt of them fell by the 
Sword, and that Br unehaud, who had been a 
principal Cauſe of thoſe Tragedies, was tied to 
the Tails of four wild Horſes and tore Limb 
from Limb, fince a Plague more mortal than 
their Fury enſued by the Sacceſſion of ten floth- 
ful Kings whom the French call Les Rois fai- 


means, © | 
SOME 
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Hurt; but this Rule will not hold with reſpect 


to Kings. He that takes upon him the Govern- 


ment of a People, can do no greater Evil than 
by doing nothing, nor be guilty of a more un- 
pardonable Crime, than by Negligence, Cow- 
ardice, Voluptuouſneſs, and Sloth, to deſert his 
Charge. Virtue and Manhood periſh under him; 
good Diſcipline is forgotten; Juſtice flighted 3 
the Laws perverted or rendered uſeleſs ; the Peo- 
ple corrupted ; the publick Treaſures exhauſted ; 
and the Power of the Government always falling 
into the Hands of flattering Favourites, a Way is 
laid open for all manner of Diſorders. | 


Tas Reigns of Septimius Severus, Mahomet 
the Second, or Selim the Second, were cruel and 
bloody, but their Fury was turned againſt Fo- 
reigners, and ſome of their near Relations, or 
againſt ſuch as fell under the Suſpicion of making 
Attempts againſt them: The Condition of the 
People was tolerable ; thoſe who would be quiet 


might be ſafe ; the Laws kept their right Courſe; 


the Reputation of the Empire was maintained, 
the Limits defended, and the publick Peace pre- 
ſerved. But when the Sword paſſed into the 
Hands of lewd, ſlothful, fooliſn, and cowardly 
Princes, it was of no Power againſt foreign Ene- 
mies, or the Diſturbers of domeſtic Peace, tho? 
always ſharp againſt the beſt of their own Sub- 


jets. No Man knew how to fecure himſelf a: 


gainſt them, unleſs by raiſing Civil Wars; which 
will always be frequent, when a Crown defended 
by a weak Hand is propoſed as a Prize to - 
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that dare invade it. This is a perpetual Spring 
of Diſorders, and no Nation was ever quiet, 


when the moſt eminent Men found leſs Danger 


in the moſt violent Attempts, than in ſubmitting 

FR to the Will of a Prince who ſuffers his 
Tower to be managed by wicked Men, whoſe 
eonſtant Study is to flatter him in his Vices. 
But this is not all, for beſides the Miſchiefs 
brought upon the Public by the Loſs of eminent 
Men, who are the Pillars of every State, ſuch 
KReigns are always accompanied with Tumults 

and Civil Wars; the great Men ſtriving with no 
leſs Violence who ſhall get the weak Prince into 
his Power, when ſuch Regard is had to Succeſ- 


ſion that they think it not fit to diveſt him of the 


Title, than when with leſs Reſpect they contend 
for the Sovereignty it ſelf, And whilſt this ſort 


ef Princes reigned, France was no leſs afflicted 


with the Conteſts between Grimbauld, Ebroin, 
Grimoald, and others for the Mayoralty of the 
Palace, than it had been before by the Rage of 
thoſe Princes who had conteſted for the Crown. 
The Iflue alſo was the fame : After many Re- 
volutions, Charles Martel gained the Power of 
the Kingdom, which he had ſo bravely defended 
-againft the Saracens ; and having tranſmitted it 


to his Son Pepin, the general Aſſembly of the 


Eſtates, with the publick Approbation, conferred 
the Title alſo upon him. This gave the Nation 
preſent Eaſe, but the deep-rooted Evil could not 
be fo cured, and the Kingdom, which by the 


Wiſdom, Valour, and Reputation of Pepin, had 
been preſerved from Civil Troubles during his 
Life, fell as deeply as ever into them fo ſoon as 
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H Is Sons Carloman and Charles, divided the 
Dominions ; but in a little Time each of them 
would have all. Carlaman filled the; Kingdom 
with Tumult, raiſed the Lombards, and march- - 
ed with a great Army againſt his Brother, till 
his Courſe was interrupted by Death, as is ſup- 
poſed, cauſed by ſuch Helps as Princes liberally 
afford to their aſpiring Relations. Charles de- 
prived his two Sons of their Inheritance, put 
them in Priſon, and we hear no more of them. 
His third Brother Griſfon was not more quiet, 
nor more ſucceſsful, and there could be no Peace 
in Ga ſcony, Italy or Germany, tiil he was killed. 
But all the Advantages which Charles, by an 
extraordinary Virtue and Fortune, had purchaſed 
for his Country, ended with his Life. | 


Hz left his Son Lewis the Gentle in Poſſclion 
of the Empire and Kingdom of France, and his 


| Grandſon Bernard. King of Italy; but theſe two 


could not agree; and Bernard falling into the 
Hands of Lewis, was deprived of his ** and 
ſome Time after killed. This was not enough 
to preſerve the Peace: Lothair, Lewis and 
| Pepin, all three Sons to Lewts, revelled againſt 
him, called a Council at Lions, depoſed him, 
and divided the Empire amongſt themſelves.” 


AFTER five Years he eſcaped from the Mo- 
naſtery where he had been kept, renewed the 
ar, and was again taken Priſoner by Lathair. 
When he was dead, the War broke out more 

fiercely than ever between his Children: Lo- 
_ thair the Emperor aſſaulted Lewis King of Ba- 
varia 
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Varia, and Charles King of Rhetia, was defeat- 
ed by them and confined i to a n where 
he died. 6 


_ Nzw Quarrels aroſe AEM the two Bro. 
thers upon the Diviſion of the Countries 
taken from him, and Lorrain only was left to 
His Son. Lewis died ſoon after; and Charles, 
getting Poſſeſſion of the Empire and Kingdom, 
ended an inglorious Reign, in an unproſperous 
Attempt to deprive Hermingrade, Daughter to 
dis Brother Lewis, of the Kingdom of Arles, 
and other Places left her by her F ather. Lewis 
huis Son, called the Stutterer reigned two Years 
in much Trouble, and his only legitimate Son 
Charles the Simple was not much happier ; for 
Robert Duke of Anjou raiſed War againſt him, 
and was crowned at Rheims, but was himſelf 
By _ after flain in a bloody Battle near $0:/- 


Hrs Son-in-law, Herbert Earl of Vermandois, = (' 
gathered up the Remains of his ſcattered Party, 1 
got Charles into his Power, and called a General ; 
Aſſembly of Eſtates who depoſed him, and gave 
the Crown to Raoul Duke of Burgundy ; tho” he 
was no otherwiſe related to the Royal Blood than 
by his Mother, which in France is nothing at 


a. 


+ ArTER his Death, Lewis, Son to the depoſ- 
ed Charles was made King; but his Reign was 

as inglorious to him as miſerable to his Subjects. 
This is the Peace which the French enjoyed for 


the Space of five or ſix Ages, under their Mo- 
* 5 
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45 narchy ; and tis hard to determine, whether 
they ſuffered moſt by the Violence of thoſe 
| who poſſeſſed, or the Ambition of others who 
| afpired to the Crown ; and whether the Fury of 
active, or the baſeneſs of flothful Princes was 
moſt pernicious to them ; but upon the whole 
Matter, thro' the Defects of thoſe of the latter 
Sort, they loſt all they had gained by Sweat and 
| Blood, under the Conduct of the former. | 


Henry and: Osho of Saxony, by a Nidtus like 
that of Ger ge, deprived them of the Em- 
pire, and ſettled it in Germany, leaving France 
only to Lewis, ſirnamed Outremer, and his Son 
Lotbair, who ſeemed to be equally compoſed of 
Treachery, Cruelty, Ambition and Baſeneſs; 
were always mutinous and always beaten 3 
their frantick Paſſions put them always upon un- 
juſt Deſigns, and were ſuch Plagues to ter 
Subjects and Neighbours, that they became 
e deteſted and deſpiſed. Theſe Things 
extinguiſhed the Veneration due to the Memory 
of Pepin and Charles, and ' obliged the whole 
Nation, rather to ſeek Relief from a Stranger 
than to be ruined by their worthleſs Deſcendants, - 
They had tried all Ways that were in their 
Power, depoſed four crowned Kings, within the 
Space of an Hundred and fifty Years; crowned 
five, who had no other Title than the People 
conferred upon them, and reſtored the Deſcend- 
_ ants of thoſe they had rejected, but all was in 
vain ; their Vices were incorrigible, the Miſ- 
chiefs produced by them intollerable ; they ne- 
ver ceafed from murdering one another in Battle, : 
or by Treachery, and bringing the Nation into 
Vol 1. - D Eivil 
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26 The TRAVELS of 
Civil Wars upon their wicked or fooliſh Quar- 


'sels, till the whole Race was rejected, and the 


Cows Placed upon the Head of Hugh Capet. 15 


Taz Miſchiefs raged not in the fame Ex- 
tremity under him and his Deſcendants; but 
the Abatement proceeded from a Cauſe no way 


advantageous . to abſolute Monarchy. The 
French were, by their Calamities, taught more 


ſtrictly to limit the regal Power; and by turn- 


ing the Nukedoms and Earldoms into Patrimo- 
nies, which had been Offices, gave an Autho- 


rity to the Chief of the Nobility, by which 
that of Kings was curbed; and though, by this 
Means, the Commonality were expoſed to ſome 
Hardſhips, yet they were ſmall in Compariſon 
of 2 they had ſuffered in farmer Times. 
When many great Men had Eſtates of their 
own, that did not depend upon the Will of 
Kings, they began to love theit Country ; 
and tho” they chearfully ſerved the Crown in all 
Caſes of public Concernment,, they were not 
eaſily engaged in the perſonal Quarrels:of thoſe 


" whaqelleſſes. it, or had a Mind to gain it. To 


1 bþW 


"Ea 8 A be in this Condition they 
were obliged to uſe their Vaſſals gently, which 


'S made Monarchy eaſter and leſs ' tumultuous, 


than when the King's Will: had been leis re- 


trained; but ſtill there was a Root remaining, 
that from time to time produced poiſonous Fruit. 


Civil Wars, were frequent among them, though 
not carried on with ſuch deſperate Madneſs as 


formerly, and many of them upon the Account 


of De between CG for the 3 
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Mademoiſelle de Nichelien. 27 
All the Wars with England, ſince Edward the 
Second married Iſabella Daughter, and, as he 
pretended, - Heir of Philip le Bel, were of this 
Nature. The Defeats. of Crecy, Poitiers and 
Agincourt, with the Slaughters and Devaſtation 
ſuffered from Edward the Third the Black 
Prince, and Henry the Fifth, were merely upon 
Conteſts for the Crown. The Factions of Or- 
Hans and Burgundy, Orleans and Armagnac, pro- 
ceeded from the fame Spring, and the Murders 
that ſeem to have been the immediate Cauſe of 
thoſe Quarrels, were only the Effects of the 
Hatred growing from their Competition. 


Tux more odious, though leſs bloody Con- 
teſts between Leum the Eleventh, and his Fa- 
ther Charles the Seventh, with the Jealouſy of 
the former againſt his Son Charles the Eighth 
aroſe from the ſame Principle. Charles of Bour- 
bon propoſed to fill France with Fire and Blood 
upon the like Quarrel, when his Deſigns were 
overthrown by his Death in the Aſſault of 


Nome. If the Dukes of Gnſe had been more 


fortunate, they had ſoon turned the Cauſe of 
Religion into a Claim to the Crown, and re- 
paired the Injury done, as they pretended, to- 
Pepin's Race, by deſtroying that of Capet; and 
the Third thinking to prevent this by the 
Slaughter of Henry le Balafre,: and his Brother 
the Cardinal de Guiſe, brought Ruin upon him- - 
ſelf, and caſt the Kingdom into a moſt horrid: 
Confuſion, MN ASH, LI NNN 


Tur Duke of Orkians was ſeveral Times in 
Arms againſt Lewis XIII. his Brother; the 
g D 2. . Queen- 


— 
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Queen Mother drew the Spaniards to favour 
him ; Montmorency periſhed in his Quarrel; 
Fontrailles revived it by a Treaty with Spain, 
which ſtruck at the King's Head as well as the 
Cardinal's, and was ſuppreſſed by the Death of 
Cing Mars and de Thou. Thoſe who under- 
ſtand the Affairs of this Kingdom make no 
Doubt that the Count de Soiſſons would have 
ſet up for himſelf, and been followed by the 
| beſt Part of Ari, if he had not been killed 
in the Purſuit of his Victory at the Battle os 
Sedan, Since that Time the Kingdom has ſuf- 
fered ſuch Diſturbances as ſhew, that more was 
intended than the Removal of Mazarin; and 
the Aareſchal de Turenne was often told, that 
the Check he gave to the Prince of Condi at 
Gien, after he had defeated Hoequincourt had 
preſerved the Crown upon the King's Head. 
And to teſtify the Stability, good Order, and 
_ domeſtic Peace that accompanies abſolute Mo- 
narchy, our Fathers have ſeen in their own Days 
the Houſe. of Bourbon often divided within it-, 
- ſelf ;. the Duke of Orleans, the Count de i 

fone, and the Princes of Condꝭ and Conti in War 
| inſt the King; the Dukes of Angoule/me, 

— Longueville, the Count de Moret, and 
other Baſtards of the Royal Family following 
their Example; the Houſe, of Guiſe, D'Elbeuf, 
Bouillon, Nemours, Roc hefocault, and almoſt all 
the moſt eminent in France, with the Parlia- 
ments of Paris, Bordeaux, and ſome others 
joining with them. 


J might add many more Examples to ſhew 
that "uu *. as well as all ae, her a 
> _ from 


Mademoiſelle de Nebelieu. 29 
from the firſt Eſtabliſhment been full of Blood 
and Slaughter through the Violence of thoſe 
who poſſeſſed the Crown, and the Ambition of 
fuch as aſpired to it; and that the End of one 
Civil War has been the Beginning of another; 
but I preſume that what is already ſaid will be 
ſufficient to prove, that it never enjoyed any 
permanent domeſtic Quiet; and if, after all, this 
long Hiſtorical Account ſhould not fatisfy 
the Curious, let the Author, from whom 
copied every Word of it, and a terrible Piece 
of Drudgery it was, ſtand up and plead his own 
Cauſe ; for my Part, I am fo little curious 
about what the World did before I came into it, 
or what will happen after I leave it, that who- 
ever reads my Travels ought to look upon this 
long winded Story of the Succeſſion of Kings in 
France to be a Compliment men pes to "their 
hy e "ver __ 0, 2 


As Thad been Sonde in a Gees from 
my Infancy, I was as little known in Paris as 
at Japan; and as all my Acquaintance conſiſted 
in a and ſome Boarders whom I left in the 
Convent when I came mu — * there was not 
ſo much as a Poſſibility being diſcovered ; 
ſo that I might act te pet „ Abi, do and ſay 
what I plesfedd when I was once got into my 
ſhort Coat and Breeches; and I aſſure you it 
was no ſmall Satisfaction to me to think that I 
ſhould, at leaſt for ſome ' Years, be exempted 
from the triffling unneceſſary Rules of Decorum, 
which a Woman, who has any Regard to her 
Character, muſt obſerve. "Jags 'neither a Prude 
wag a Coquet, but a whimſical Sort of a 

+ 5 Creature 
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Creature who loves roving, and to know a little 
more of the World than what is uſual ; and to 
pleaſe you, Pl add neceſſary for my Sex, 


LIxE all 3 People who conſider the bs 


Mability of human Affairs, I ſettled mine, and 


made my Will in due Form, not knowing how 


| ſoon 1 might have Occaſion to be run through 


the Body for the Sake of ſome fair Lady, or 
upon ſome Punctilio of Honour. At firſt I own 


I was in ſome Doubt about my Courage; and 


tho? I have no Taſte for Matrimony, I would 


have much rather contributed to bring a Crea- 


ture into the World than to put him out of it; 


1 * when I found that Men, generally ſpeak- 


„ drew their Swords more for their Reputa- 
= than to kill their Adverſaries, I followed 
the common Example ſeme two or three Times, 
and found that my Antagoniſts had no more 
Intention to kill me than I had to deſtroy them; 
Jo that if we drew Blood it was but a meer 
Scratch in a proper Place, to prevent the Impu- 
tation of Cowardice; but as e re of my 


Herpiſm and Bravery cannot properly be brought 


in here, though, to my great Praiſe be it 
ſpoken, TI: very often bring in Things Heels 
over Head, I ſhall be a little upon my Guard 
at this Time; and inſtead of Blood and Wounds 
and claſhing of Swords, tell you a Story, or ra- 
ther ul of e you a Song, which may be of no 

ſe to your Topers an both eres. bla 


. 22 lovely Polign ignac, the brightly: Para- 
Jam; the gay St. Etienne, and pretty Courbor, 
cloyed a at laſt with a long hs * 


Mademoiſelle de Richelieu. 31 
of Love and Gallantry, reſolved to devote them- 
ſelves wholly and ſolely to the jolly God of 
Wine, admitting no Male Creature into their 
Society ; but a certain Abbe, Nephew to the 


Cardinal de Beis, a Man of Wit and Humour, 
and a Topper non- ſuch. | 


On a certain Day, marked by ah Letters, 
in the Feaſts of Bacchus, our four new Vaotaries 
went in ſolemn Proceſſion to the Eliſian Fields * 
where, with awful Reverence, under the cool- 
ing Shade of a tall and ſpreading Elm, the 
lovely Polignac, as Priefteſs for the Day, put 

up this ſhort cot Prayer. 


Den ce jeur nous puiſſions, 0 Show de la 

T treille, 
ZEgacer 105 chagrins, et chanter- tes 3 ; 

% en vin de Champagne nous faſſions la guerre 

Dieu de L' amour, aux hommes ſur ta terre 

nne . Valages, qui courent de belle en 

A belle © 

Comme te plus grand des Dia 4 fa aſe 

inſidelle. | 
Ya Pen petit Aveugle, ton regne tire a fa fir. 
Vive Bacchus notre Dieu et Bourgogne pour t 


vin. ö 
Thus PARAPHRASED. | 12 


0 pert Bacchus O bl God of Wine, 
* us this 11 in Bowls of bi SIN! 


11 : 
_ n — 
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ge We TRAVELS / 
Drown all our Cares, deſpiſe the God of 
Love, eee : 
And Man, the Monſter, made to cheat, and 
„ 8 5 \ 
From Fair to Fair, as Poets ſing of Fove. 
Qi be gone, thy Reign is at a Cloſe, 
Bacchus is our God, and Burgundy our Doſe, 


/ 


: WHEN they had performed what we may 
call a Libatory Sacrifice to their new Deity, for 
ou muſt know that every one of them had a 
Glaſs of Champaign, which they firſt taſted, 
and then with their foft and delicate Hands, 
ſprinkled the Wine upon the Head of a Marble 
Statue repreſenting Bacchus : after which they 
retired with great Decency to Madam Para- 
berre's Houſe, where an elegant Entertainment 
was prepared for them, I ſhall not trouble you 
with their Bill of Fare; but you may take it for 
granted, there was no Penury of delicate Ra- 
goos, and polite Fricaſſees, befides Pheaſand- 
Poouts, red Legged Partridge and Ortolans, all 
in tze polite Gouft of bien mortifi?, which a 


19 Clown of an Engliſhman would call ſtinking 
= Stuff, and ſing, O! the roaſt Beef of Old 
_— Sa” of or 29095 3 


A Footman was diſpatched for the privi- 
ledged Abbe, who, having nothing to do that 
Morning, went to Church, where the Servant 
found him and delivered his Meflage ; you may 
judge how welcome it was, when I tell you he 
was in ſuch a Hurry that he forgot to take his 
Hat with him, and never thought of it till he 
was got half Way to the Lady's Houſe, but 


\ 


then 
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Mademoiſelle de Richelieu. 33 
then it was too late; for one of thoſe induſtri- 
ous People, commonly called Pick-pockets, had 
ſeized on the Eccleſtaſtical Beaver, by way of 
Exchange, for his own, which he OI left 

for the Abbe's Uſe. LEE 7 


Warn Dinner was over, and Bottles FO 
on the Table, Wine and Wit flowed in De- 
luges. It was at laſt propoſed, that, in Honour 
of the Day, every Lady ſhould make a Couplet 
to a Tune then in high Vogue, and of which, 
for the Satisfaction of my ſinging Readers, I 
have prick'd down the Notes; but that the 
Abbe might not be without an Opportunity of 
diſplaying his Wit, it was reſolved, that it ſhould 
be his Taſk to make the Chorus ; all unani- 
15 _— 4 45 + mak e and the Lady of 
: ouſe 


De ee jus delicieus, 


L'amour Sgait tirer ſa gloire 1 
M. . Parbere. Je pour nous enflammer mieux, 


Q il nous ordonne d en boire. 
Le cheur. 


” Buvons, buvons, buvons tous, 
En amans fidelles . 
Tout autant des coups 
E We voudront ? nos belles. 


Par Lab 


Pour m'engager fous ſes lois 
Il faut qu'il me prenne a table, 
Buvons, &c. 


Non, pour moi ſi je ne bois, 
M. rlignas -{ amour u "et point redoutable ; 


M. St. 
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4 


Nun. cette 2 Linn | 

9 trempe ſes 
Mt. 8. . erm; ö 

Les coeurs en ont plus d alu, 5 


_ .C Les yeux en ont plus de charmes. 


Venus jointe a ſes appas, 


*_ 2 200 L'ardeur que Bacchus lui donne, | ; 
M. Courbon. Et Ceft apres le repas ; 1 
# of I. 2% Pheur du Berger ſanne. | 
Buvons, &c. 
| "TRANSLATION. 
20 To che Grape s delicious Juice, 
{ Cupid owes his Fame and Glory; ; 
| It warms the Heart, and clears: þ þ 
[; - the Voice, = 
i To ling a wanton Storx. 
5 Chorus by the Abbe, : 
i Fil your Glaſſes, drink away, 2 
1 Tiplers are but Aſſes; +] 
| Oft the Word and the Way, z 
bi To pleaſe ous jolly Laſſes. - 
No, for mel dread not Love, : 
But with Wine when I'm a | 
bouzing; 
He that fain my Heart would move _ 
Muſt try when I'm carouzing. =. 
"Fly * = 2: 


Lt. Etienne. 


3 
* 
5 


St. Etienne. 


Cupid's Arrows dipt in Wine, 

Pierce our Hearts with ſo much 
„ HEY 

That ſhould a Lover not try mine, 

Adieu to Pride and Rigour. 

Fill, &c. 


When with Venus, hand in hand, 


M. Courbon. Bacchus joins in Courtly wooing, 


There's not a Lady in tbe Land 
But yields to her U 


er Undoing, . 
F ill, & C. 


The Tune. 
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| 1 ſhould now, in Purſuance of the Plan 
which I have laid down, endeavour to give an 


accurate Deſcription of our royal Palaces, which 


Curioſity led me to examine with ſo much 


Exactneſs, that if I pleaſed I could write a 


Quire of Paper upon the Blunders in the Archi- 
tecture, and Diſpoſition of the Apartments; but 


as I have already declared my Averſion to the 


Drudgery of long Deſcriptions, I ſhall * in 
general ſay, that Ver ſailles, towards the Gar- 
dens, is grand and magnificent, though not ſtrict- 
ly regular; but the Fore- front to the great 
Avenue is a murdered Kind of Amphitheatre, 
which, however, might be eaſily remedied, by 
raiſing it one Story higher; but his preſent 
Majeſty ſeems to have no great Taſte that Way, 
delighting more in Hounds and Horſes than in 
building Caſtles; and if Lewis XIV. had not 
added to many grand Qualities a large Share of 
Vanity, no Verſailles, no Marli, had been ſeen 


in our Days. Trien9n, which may be properly 


enough called the Seat of Love, wast he Inven- 
tion of Madam Maintenon, and were the Cabi- 
net of Mirrours, to repreſent the amorous mul- 
tiplied Scenes that paſſed in that Cell of Venus, 
how ſtrange would the Proſpect be? They tell 
us a Story of Father La Chaiſe, Lewis XIV's 
Confeſſor, which I have been aſſured was 
Fact. The good old FJeſuit often teized the 
King upon his Amours; ſome will maliciouſly 
tell you more for political than religious Reaſons, 
but I look upon this Inſinuation to be uncha- 
ritable; for, if we can believe any thing at all, 
he was certainly grieved at his Maſter's di ſor- 
derly 


, . oi i en 3 
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derly Life, and often read him Lectures on 
Futurity, which now and then threw the libi- 
dinous Monarch into Fits of Devotion; but 
though the Spirit was willing the Fleſh was 
weak, poor ſenſual Lewis was always repenting 
and always ſinning, till Decay of Nature put a 
Stop to his Career. Tizs . 


Map AM Maintenon, after many fruitleſs At- 
tempts to gain the clamorous Prieſt, reſolved at 
laſt to put his Virtue to a ſevere Trial by a Temp- 
tation hard for Fleſh and Blood to withſtand; 
the lovely Miſs Scarron her Couſin was a be- 
witching Girl and a very proper Perſon to ma- 
nage a Scheme of this kind, but as the Prieſt 
was a Courtier and a Man of great Penetration, 
all Maintenon's Contrivance (which: to ſpeak the 
Truth was what we may call tip-top) was neceſ- 
ſary to hook him in, and conſequently a long 
Yound-about Scheme was to be laid down to pre- 
vent Suſpicion, for the Children of Loyola are 
ſadly miſtruſtful. Well the royal . — with 
the perſuaſive Eloquence of Diamond Ear-rings 
and Necklace, which Miſs Scarron wanted and 
was very ſorry for it, eaſily prevailed with her to 
undertake her Part in the Farce that was to be 


- In the firſt AR Miſs Scarron was to | affect 
upon all Occaſions to ſhow the Prieſt an uncom- 
mon Reſpect, to admire every Thing he ſaid, 
a "0 The Patron of the Jeſuits. "3 IR | 
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38 The TRAVELS gf /-. 
and to have it buzz d in his Ears from all Corners 
thitiſhe'thought him the moſt SCC n nb * 


of the whole Society of Teſts; 

IW-£ 18 l 
IN the ſecond Act ſheawas' to „ perde 0 ac- 
cording to the ſtrict Rules of Art, ſtollen G lances, 
downcaſt Eyes, Bluſhes, Sighs, and all the little 
pretty ons of Love. 


i #* _ — * 
* 


1: Ih the third and laſt the ole Plot was to be 


unravelled in the Cabinet of Mirrours, where the 


honeft Jeſuit was under moſt terrible Convulſions 
from the obſtinate Combat of the Fleſh and the 
Spirit, and had it not been for the Interceſſion of 
his beatified Patron at the Throne of Grace, the 
Diſciple alas ! had fallen, had fallen: The Scene 


was moving and the Temptation ſtrong, but be- 
fore I enter upon the partieular Deſcription of it, 


which I believe would be better left out conſider- 
ing the Senſibility of ſome Readers, I ſhall put 
down the Copies of three or four Letters een 


I wilt warrant to be a ke Thim ibs 
SSR HOT): ; * 1 en W790 Tri 


. a . as . 2 
41 4 9 79D! 28) 


2 Searron 7 * "0 Chaiſe dos 


Y Hand ſhakes, my Heart quakes, my 
Blood runs rapid in its Courſe, Tears 
Þuflt from my Eyes, Sleep from me flies, how 
Wretched is my Fate 850 Morn to Night I 
Heh and mourn, in reſtleſs Anguiſh on my Bed 
I turn ; why was I made a Partner of the Light, 
who never have a happy Day nor Night ? What 


Uns : * : | 1 . I 4 ctuel 


ws Hi, .H wa e 


Mademoiſelle de Richelieu. 39 
cruel Star into the World me brought ? What 
unkind Hand to nurſe me (Orphan) ſought ? 


What Thing ſo dear as I hath Eſſence bought? 
The ſmalleſt living Things which Nature 


wrought are freed of Woe: While I in black 


Deſpair, and gnawing Anguiſh my own Tomb 
prepare, O! woful Life! Life, No, but 
living Death, a Gem expoſed to Fortune's 
ſtormy Breath; frail Boat of Criſtal in a 
rocky Main, fill loſt with Terror and ſtifl 
kept with Pain ; when did mine Eyes behold 
one chearful Morn ? When did not angry 
Stars my Projects ſcorn? When had my 
toſſed Soul one Night of Reſt ? O] now I find 
what is for Mortals beſt, even, ſince our 
Voyage but ſhameful is and ſhort, ſoon to 
ſtrike Sail and periſh in the Port. But ere I 
ſink, *tis fit to let you know; that by your 
Means theſe Sorrows on me flow, and ſhould 
Vu cruel to poor Scarron prove, ſhe dies a 

ictim to e Love. | | 
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Father La Chaiſe” g Anſwer, g 


1 Received your ronald Proſe, in which I 
1 find a Mixture of Madneſs and Wit; if 
you are ſeriouſly in Love with an old: Jeſuit, 
who can have no Communication with your 
Sex but in the Character of Adviſer, I muſt 
_ conclude that your Ladyſhip is ſorely troubled 
with Vapours, if not ſeriouſly mad ; and the 
des Service I can do you at preſent is to get a 

| K 2 Recipe 
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"Recipe from the King's firſt Phyſician, which 


I ſhall ſend you to-morrow Morning; and my 
next Step will be to exhort Madam Maintæ- 
xox to get you a Huſband as ſpeedily as poſ- 
fible, for I truly think you are in a dangerous 


Mien. 


A 


e e Miß Scarron' Rep. 


Am indeed in a dangerous Way, but how 

Jean you be ſo barbarous as to ſport with 
my Misfortune ] what can the whole Faculty 
preſcribe to cure a broken Heart, and what 
Satisfaction can there be in the Arms of a 
Man whom we can not love. I know very 
well that I can have no reaſonable Pretenſions 
to your Heart, as it is fortified with Vows of 
Celibacy and Chaſtity againſt the Attacks of 
Love; but you muſt know very little of this 
- Paſſion, if you imagine that it can be governed 
by Reaſon. When firſt I felt the Poiſon reach, 
my Heart, I thus argued the Caſe- with my 
ſelf, poor ſilly Fool, who is the Obje& of thy 
Wiſhes? a Man! No, a Thing only in the 
_ Likeneſs of a Man, who has ſolemnly vowed 
never to propagate his Species; a Drone, a 
Creature- uſeleſs to Society, and whom Hea- 
ven made a Male fit to anſwer the Purpoſes 
for which he exiſted ; but who, from a miſ- 
taken Notion of Purity, as you Prieſts term 
it, openly declares War againſt the 8 


Mademoiſelle de Richelieu. 41 
Laws of Nature. Monſtrous Cuſtom ! hor- 
rid Abuſe ! to what elſe are owing. the ſcan- 
dalous Intrigues of Friars and Nuns, but to 
the Prohibition of Marriage Do you think 
it an eaſy Matter for a Man or a Woman in 
full Vigour to get the better of the ſtrongeſt of 
all the ſenſual Appetites, the Struggle is ter- 
rible if they conquer, and the Fall ſhameful 
if they yield; why ſhould they be reduced to 
this Dilemma ? why excluded from the Pri- 
vileges to which Nature has entitled them, 
and their Lives rendered miſerable and wretch+ 
ed by an Abſtinence that deſtroys the End of 
Creation, and, as it is often involuntary, can 
never conduct them to that ſublime Virtue 
which they pretend to be the Motive of their 
Sacrifice? and which I very freely ſhall term 
the Motive of their Folly ; for had Providence 
intended that a ſelect Number of human Crea- 
tures ſhould deny themſelves thoſe Enjoy» 
ments to which by our Frame and Conſtitus 
tion we have a natural Propenſity, is it not 
highly probable that they would have. been 
made of a different Mould from the reſt of the 
Species, that they might not be eternally har- 
raſſed by the Members of the Fleſh 8 
gainſt the Spirit; but you know that no Male 
without he be a perfect Man, with reſpect to 
the Members of his. Body, can be admitted 
into the holy Order of Prieſthood, and if fo, 
muſt he not from that Perfection be liable to 
the Imperfections, or rather, I think, to the 

natural Conſequences of his 3 
make no doubt but that in yqur .Anſwery 
Pou deign to ſavour me fo far, after you have 

| ; Ey + 5 
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fally vented your Spleen. againſt Creatures wal- 

lowing in the Mire of Senſuality, you'll fly to 

your ſtrong Hold the miraculous. Operations of 
i Grace, by which we are enabled to ſurmount 
I. all carnal Inclinations. Far be it from me to 

Wl deny the Power of the ſupreme Being, but 

ſil I can not conceive how what was origi- 

nally planted in our Natures, no doubt for 

wiſe and good Ends, muſt be eradicated by 

the omnipotent Power in a miraculous Man- - 
ner, that we may attain to a higer State of 
Perfection than what was thought neceſſary 

for us in our firſt Conſtitution. As an Ad- 

vifer, fince you are determined to deal with 

me in no other Character, I hope you'll fa- 

vour me with your Sentiments upon this dark 

Point, perhaps they may rectify mine, nay 

even ſpiritualiſe them to ſuch a Degree that all 

Senſuality will be intirely baniſhed out of the 

Queſtion, and. I ſhall love you as my ghoſtly 

Father without any Wiſhes that can offend: 

the Delicacy of your Profeſſion, or give you 

the leaſt Diſturbance ; but till then you muſt. 
allow me to tell you that I have other Deſires 
and Wiſhes, than what. are Bl and. en 

wiritual. 


See 


Fatber La Chaiſe 4, Miſs Scarron,. rg 


zie E you call upon me in a ſolemn 
Manner to gi en my Opinion or rather 
wanſieryour Ohj on. © "7 what was ori- 
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E ginally planted in our Natures muſt be e- 

radicated in a miraculous. Manner, that we 
may be enabled to attain. to a higher State 
of Perfection than what was thought neceſ- 
© ſary for us in our firſt Conſtitution.” I ſhalt 
very ſeriouſly and with great Concern tell you, 
that I find you are not only under the Influ- 
ence of carnal Inclinations, but would wil-- 
lingly make them noble as well as neceſſary 
Ornaments of human Nature, and: by that 
means deſtroy the Merit of Chaſtity and Ce- 
libacy in the Clergy and religious Orders 3 
but pray conſider the Difference of human 
Nature before and after the Fall: Had Man 
remained ſuch as he was created, his Paſſions. 
(if they could properly bear that Name) would 
have been moderate and governable, but after 
his Diſobedience they became violent, un- 
governable by Reaſon or Religion, and con- 

ſequently not to be conquered but by the im- 
mediate Influence of the divine Spirit in a mi- 
raculous Manner. If this ſhort Explication- 
can rectify your Sentiments and bring them to. 
be ſuch as may not make me aſhamed: to cor- 


reſpond with you, I ſhall look upon your 


happy Change as the Effects of Providence, 
and ſhall always be glad to eultivate the Seeds 
of Grace in you, till your Wiſhes at laſt are 
become purely and ſimꝑly ſpiritual. 
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2 ® In the Angelical Manner, 
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"mo Mis Scarron: #6 Father La Chaiſe. 


O fancy that a Girl of Eighteen can be 
conſined to Wiſhes ſuch as your Letter 
concludes with, is not leſs abſurd than to i- 
magine a: Man of four Score and ten a gay 
ſprightly Fellow. Your ſpiritualiſing Scheme 


does mighty well in the Imagination of an old 


worn out Confeſſor, but you may as well tall 
to me of a World in the Moon as of a Man or 
Woman's diveſting themſelves of certain In- 
clinations, ſo that all your Theological Rhe- 
torick will never perſuade me that I ought to 
act in direct Oppoſition to what the Author 
of Nature deſigned me. * Tis, I own, your 
'Frade to preach up Chaſtity, Continence, 
and all That, and *tis right to do ſo for po- 
litical as well as religious Reaſons ; nay I am 


poſitive that a Prieſt ought to-do ſo, tho? he be 


fully convinced in his Conſcience that there 
neither is nor can be any ſuch Thing in Na- 
ture; this I ſay may be a very neceſfary and 


jaftifiable Practice with the indiſcreet or ig- 
norant Part of the Sex, but that you ſhould 


very gravely order me (whom I believe you 
don't take for a meer Simpleton) to ſtrip my 
felf of Fleſh and Blood and love you à la mede 


des Anges *, I humbly beg leave, good Fa- 
ther, to tell you that I neither can nor will 
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take your Advice, for Reaſons which I ſhall 
make very obvious to you at a proper Occa- 
ſion; in the mean time let me exhort you, 
in my Turn, to throw off the Maſk, and to 
deal with me as you would with a Boſom- 
Friend; take all the Precautions. that jeſuiti- 
cal Policy can fuggeſt, believe me a Cheat, a 
janſenian Tool bribed to ſerve a Turn, a Snake 
in the Graſs, in ſhort, a Creature who pro- 
feſſes Love with no other Deſign but to ex- 
poſe you, and as ſuch put me to the ſevereſt 
Trials that you can poſſibly deviſe, but if after 
all you find me honeſt and ſincere in what I 
profeſs, uſe me kindly, make me happy. 
Can you imagine that I have ſo little Regard 
to my own Reputation that I would ſacrifice 
it for the uncertain Pleaſure of making you 
| paſs for a Man of Gallantry, I fay uncertain, 
for *tis ten to one but the Society would have 
the Art and Intereſt in this Cafe, as in ſome 
others which I could inſtance, to make my 
Story paſs in the Opinion of the Public for a 
malicious Aſperſion, and I might very rea- 
dily have the Fate of Miſs Fieruille who was 
a little free with the Character, as you very 
well know, of the right reverend Father Tur- 
nemine of your Society, the leaſt I could ex- 
ect would be to be ſhut up within four bare 
Walls and to have the comfortable Diet of Bread 
and Water till it pleaſed the Society to allow 
me more ſubſtantial Food. I don't love Ab- 
ſtinence nor to mortify the Body, and there- 
fore for my own Sake, tho“ I had no Regard 
tor you, it is ta he preſumed that I would take 
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care to keep council *, and but alas ! where 
am I hurrying? what Infatuation makes me 


break through all the Rules of Modeſty to per- 


fuade a cruel ungrateful Man that I am a weak 
fimple fond Fool! O!] my Heart why doſt 


thou not rather break than thus to expoſe me! 


ſure I dream, or J am mad, and faney it to 


be Love; fooliſh Girl, recal thy baniſhed 


Reaſon.—— Ah! would it were no more, 
would I could rave, ſure that would give me 
Eaſe, and rob me of the Senſe of Pain, at 


leaſt, among my wandering Thoughts I ould 


ſome Time light upon and fancy him to 


be mine, kind Madneſs would flatter my poor 
feeble Wiſhes, and ſometimes tell me he is 


not loſt not irrecoverably——not for ever 
loſt well fatal but dear Cauſe of my Mi- 


ſery, ſince thy Heart is inacceflible: to as 
let it not be barred againſt Pity ; can there 


be any Thing more —— than to relieve the 
Wretched, think of this; and let that be- 
witching Eloquence to which I have but too 
too often liſtened with fond TE undo its 

own Work. 


| You know, I ſuppoſe, that his Majeſty 
and Madam Maintenon are to take the Di- 
verſion of Angling on the great Canal To- 
morrow Tul, "rk. ht for Heaven's Sake let 


us take that Opportunity of an Interview in 


the Cabinet of Mirrours, where I ſhall have 
the multiplied Mortification of obſerving in 


your ſevere Looks and my own deep Bluſnes 


the F 'olly that you tell me 1 am guilty * and 
0 


Os JP * 


a 
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Mademoiſelle de Richelieu. 47. 
of receiving, I hope, from your cold Indif- 
ference a Cure which is above the Power of 
my Reaſon. | 198: 


The F ather's Anſwer to the above. 


your Diſtemper, tho' he ſuppoſed it to 

real, which I ſcarce can do ; however, as 

it is poffible, my Profeſſion obliges me to 

grant your Requeſt, and to do all that Chri- 

ſtian Charity requires of me; with this View 

Iſhall come to the Place appointed To; mor- 

row at three o* Clock, where you may be aſ- 

ſured I will exert my utmoſt Skill to Uiprs 
the Vapour that diſturbs your Brain, 


A; AN more rigid than bi would laugh at 


P. S. Mr. n n the Cold Bath, 4 
that ee wag no Ten Ani 


” s bl » . » 
4) ' 2 - , 15 i 8 22 F 
, 9 : ; 


2: Tal" I 1 mel = Deſcription of the e la 
Leche in which the good Father's Virtue was 
put to the ſevereſt Trial it ever met with, yet 
to paint it in natural Colours is a Taſk that I 
am not very fond of, for Reaſons which 1 
dare ſay my female Readers will eafily gueſs: 
J ſhall therefore only ſay that the lovely Mifs 
Scarron got her Leſſon from Madam Main- 


tenon (the beſt School- miſtreſs for the Art of 


Coquetry that France could « ever boaſt of) and 
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48 The TRAVELS of 
acted her Part to the Life. Imagine you 
ſee a Venus lying on a Couch at full Length in 


a ſort of Undreſs which invited the curious 


Eye to gaze on Beauties--- hang them I'll ſay 
no more about them but only tell you that 


the poor Confeſſor ſtood like a Statue, and 


could not pronounce one ſingle Word. Miſs 
ſtretched out her beautiful Arm which unluckily 
happened to be uncovered, ſhe ſighed, looked 
languiſhing—dropt a tender Tear— He ad- 
vanced— retired looked ſilly— would have 
fain ſaid an Ave, but had no Power ;—well, 


| __ next—not at all what ſome may raſhly 


magine, for in the Twinkle of an Eye ſome 
ible Tower hurried him off the Stage. 


* ON L b, how well How nicked is 
© Time when thy frail Son was juſt upon the 


© Brink of Perdition, and how juſtly did he 


© annually perform a Neuvaine in Honour of 
C this memorable Deliverance. 


Tar King and Madam Abe laughed 


| heartily at this Adventure, and tho? it had 


not altogether the Effect which that _ 
propoſed to herſelf, yet the Jeſuit was ſo 
aſhamed of it, that he appeared ſeldomer at 


Court than before, and became a more N 


_- . Monitor, 


pier Reader is now to leptin that, for 
the „ Iam Nee le Chevalier de Rad- 


Pont, 
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pont, and at preſent lodged at the Hotel de Lu- 
ines in St. German Suburbs, with my Maid 
Lucy, whoſe travelling Name is Peliſſier my 
Valet de Chambre, and a hackney Footman 
who knew ſo little of our Diſguiſe that he 
would at any Time have taken a ſolemn Oath 
of our being real Men. The Houſe where I 
lodged was one of the beſt of what we call 
Hotels garnis * in Paris, and much frequented 
by Strangers of Diſtinction, | 


Trax Count de Saluce and his Lady from 
Auvergne had an Apartment in this Houſe, I 
happened to meet this Gentleman pretty often 
either going out or coming in, and tho' we 
were entire Stangers to one another, a certain 
Simpathy, which can not be accounted for, 
made us ſalute as we paſſed in ſuch a kind and 
friendly manner, that it was eaſy to judge we 
both earneſtly deſired a farther Acquaintance, 
which perhaps would not however have hap» 
pened, had not Chance offered me a favoura- 

ble Opportunity on coming out of the Play- 


. houſe, 


Tu Count could neither find his Coach 
nor any of his Footmen which made him and 
his Lady ſtop at the Door till ſome of them 
ſhould appear ; as I overheard him complain- 
ing of their Negligence, I took that Oppor- 
tunity of offering him my Coach which he 
frankly accepted, telling me, in a very grace- 
ful Manner, that he was glad of this — 

ince 
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ſince it procured him the Honour of my Ac- 
quaintance, and added, with a Smile, that he 
had been laying Schemes for ſome Days paſt 


how to accompliſh what Chance and my Po- 


liteneſs had happily brought about. I anſwered 
his. Compliment with an Aſſurance that we 
had perfectly ſimpathiſed in our Deſires, and 
that mine appeared to be very ſtrong ſince they 
had forced me to uſe a Freedom which I 
ſhould not otherwiſe have taken: He then 


preſented me to his Lady telling her I was 


the Gentleman who lodged in the ſame Houſe 


with them, and whom he had ſo often men- 


tioned to her. 


I made aſhort Compliment to the Counteſs 
and then handed her to my Coach, in which 
her Huſband and I placed ourſelves with her, 
and drove ſtreight to our Lodging, where I 
ſupped with them, and paſſed the Evening in 
a moſt agreeable Converſation ; the Count 
being a Gentleman of great Merit, and his 


Lady a virtuous, ſweet tempered, and beauti- 


ful Woman. In ſhort, we became ſo intimate 
that from Morning to Night I was either in 
their Apartment, or abroad with them, and 


we went about a Month after our firſt Ac- 


quaintance to Fountainbleau together, where 
the Court then was, and where we remained 


during the whole Time of the King's Stay, 


I ought here, as a Traveller, to give a De- 
ſcription of that hunting Palace, which in- 
deed is as ſingular in its Fabrick, as in its Si- 
tuation, and may be called an Edifice beau- 


tiful | 
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tiful for its Irregularity ; ; but all the royal 
Palaces in France have been ſo often deſcribed 
already in Books to be found in every Book - 
ſeller's Shop, that it would be trifling to re- 

peat what every Mortal who has read any 
Travels, muſt know as well, if not better 
than I do my felt, | 


"Tus Court at that Time 8 to be 
under ſtrange Agitations, upon account of 
the Duke of Bourbon's Diſgrace, brought a- 
bout by the ancient Biſhop of Frejus, after- 
wards Cardinal de Fleury, who had got ſuch an 
Aſcendant over the King by having been his 
Preceptor, that all the Duke and his Party's 
Efforts were not able to reſtore him to Favour; 
the cunning Prieſt ſtood his ground, became 
his Maſter's ſole Adviſer, and the Duke of 
Bourbon forbid to come to Court for near two 
Years. Frejus, tis true, had but too good a 
Handle to kick up the Prince's Heels, who 
was ſo far infatuated with Madam de Pre, as 
fo oppreſs the Kingdom to ſatisfy her inſatiable 
Avarice, and to make himſelf more odious 
ſtill to the People than the Duke of Orleans, 
by _ s Mifeſippt Syſtem. 


Tas only good Thing that ever this ey 
bauched Woman did, ſo I think, tho' others 
will not agree with me, was the hand ſhe had 
in bringing about the King's Marriage with 
Staniſſaus's Daughter, in "Oppoſition to the 
Orleans Family and the Spaniſp Faction; and 

my Reaſon for approving her Conduct in this 
Affair, proceeds rather G good Effects 
. 2 N it 
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it has produced, than from the Motive which 
made her attempt it. Our excellent Queen 


proves a Bleſſing to the Nation, tho* Madam 
de Prie deſigned her as a Curſe; the clear- 
ing up of this would lead me into a Labyrinth, 
out of which I could not eaſily draw myſelf ; 
beſides, I don't think it very neceſſary ta 
trouble the Public with a long Narration of 
this Tranſaction, it being more properly the 
Buſineſs of an Hiſtorian : All I ſhall fay is, 
that the Duke's Fall involving all his Crea- 
tures, and particularly this Lady, who was 
ordered to retire to her Huſband's Country 
Seat in Normandy, all her ExpeCtations were 
fruſtrated, which, with the Abſence, and 
perhaps a little Infidelity in the Duke, ſoon 
ended her Days, F 


had by this Time contracted ſuch a Friend- 
ſhip with the Count and his Lady, and they 
appeared to be ſo fond of me, that I could not 


think of ſetting out upon my Travels while 


they remained at Paris; we were never ſe⸗ 
parate but while we were in Bed, and in the 
whole Courſe of my Life I never met with 
two People whom I half ſo much eſteemed. 
J hope this Declaration will ſerve as an Apo- 
logy for my entertaining my Readers, by way 
of a very long Digreſſion, with the Hiſtory 
of their Amours, which have ſomething very 
ſingular, and in my Opinion, very entertain- 
ing in them. The Count had taken the Pains 
to commit them to Paper, and what I relate is 
Word for Word ſrom his Manuſcript, which 
indeed has been publiſhed in France by what 
34 4 Acci- 


oe 


e 
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Accident I know not, and paſſes with ſome 
for a Novel, tho' I have all the Reaſon in the 
World to believe that the Story in 0 Cir- 
cumpRence of 1 it 18! _— true, 1907 


'oA Merchant of e 5 Dalla, uk 
had acquired the Reputation of a Man juſt 
and honeſt in his Dealings, retiring home 
one Evening, was accoſted by a Stranger, 
who begged in à melancholly ſubmiſſive 
Tone, that he would grant hack a Moment' s 
Audience: 125 tte 


Dallm taking him for an Waist Perſon, | 
pulled out of his Pocket ſome ſmall Pieces 
of Silver to give him. But the Stranger 
looking at him with an Air of Aſſurance, 
told him he did not want Charity; and that, 
inſtead of aſking, he had brought Money to 
offer him: I only beg, added he, that you 
may conduct me to a Place where we cannot 
be overheard, Dallon judging by his Dif- 
courſe that there: was ſome Myſtery in this 
Affair, brought him into a Low Parlour” of 
his Houſe 3 and ordering his Servant to re- 
tire, deſired he would ſpeak his 7 
maine | 5 


Tu Stranger, who by his noble Air 
gave Dalton Ground to believe that he was 
a young Gentleman of Diſtinction, pulled 
from under a ſhabby Cloak a Sort of Maund 
in which was a young Child and a Bag of 
Money : Here's a thouſand Piſtols and a 
little Gul, ſaid he, both which I have Ozders 
13 1 to 
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to leave with you; ſome important Reaſons 
oblige the Father and Mother 'of this Child 
to conceal its Birth for ſome Years : Your 
Reputation of being a Man of Honour and 
Probity has engaged them to put ſo high a 
Confidence in you; the Thouſand Piſtols 
will defray all Expences for ſome Time, and 
Care will be taken to retire her before this 
Sum is expended, or a new Fund: lodged in 
your Hands, if the Parents ſhould be obliged 
to keep her longer concealed. In the mean 
Time, they beg you'll give her Education 


ſuitable to a Woman of Quality, and never 


give up your Charge but to the Perſon wko 


ſhall prefent the other Half of this Letter, 
giving him a Piece of Paper cut in ſuch a 
Manner that the Words had neither Senſe. 


nor Coherency, without WP the waters Nen 
Was wanting. 


Dallen was at a 125 what * * i this | 


Adventure ; and very unwilling to comply 
with the Requeſt that was made him, repre- 


ſenting, by way of Excuſe, that as the Child 


ſeemed to be at moſt but three or four Da 7s 
old, he could eaſily find a Nurſe * 


to take Care of it, and to keep the Secret; 
that ſhe would be better concealed in the 
Hands of obfcure Country People than with 


him ; that being a Widower, and having 
only one Daughter about Two Years old, 

he could not eaſily find any Pretence for his 
taking,Care of this Child's Education, every 
body knowing that he had neither Neice nor 
Coufin, and therefore begged he would think 


of 


a td. 


Wd 
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of ſome other; but the young Gentleman 
uſed ſo many and ſtrong Intreaties, not to 
throw the Parents into Deſpair by a Refufal, 
that he was at laſt prevailed upon; and tak- 

ing the Child, the Money, and the Half of 
the Letter, by which ſhe was to be known 
again, he aſſured him that he would make it 
his Endeavours to diſcharge himfelf with In- 
tegrity of the Truſt repoſed in him. 


Tk young Gentleman charmed with his 
— thanked him in Terms which made 

t plain that he had more than a common 
3 for this little Girl; and tho* his 
Youth feemed to take off all Suſpicion of his 
being the Father, yet Dallon concluded from 
his Behaviour that he was, and OG him 
to tell the Truth. 


| " Yoo are not deceived in your Conjeftutan, 
replyed he ſighing, this Child is dear to me; 
but though the is the Preſent of Love, ſhe 
is not the Fruit of diforderly/inconfiderate 
Youth, nor of an unkawful Commerce; her 
Mother is my Spouſe ; but as we are neither 
of us at Age to claim an Inheritance worth 
preſerving, and that the Severity of our Pa- 
rents makes us dread the Conſequence of 
their Violence, we find ourſelves forced 
to conceal our Marriage for ſome Time; 
I am very ſenſible that T might have put 
my Daughter to Nurfe in ſome Country 
Place, and had her brought up by a Peaſant; 
who, from the tage Allowance — 
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Maintenance, might perhaps have been care- 
ful enough of her, but then ſhe would have 
been brought up in a Clowniſh Manner, 
which determined me to addreſs myſelf to 

you as a Man of an exceeding good Character, 
and diſtinguiſhed in the Place where you live, 
and to whoſe Probity I might ſafely truſt this 
dear Pledge, leaving to your own Prudence 
and Diſcretion the Degree of Relation you 
think moſt proper to give her, and only 
recommending your giving her a penteel 
Education, and proper for the Child of 
Parents who hold a diſtinguiſned Rank in the 


Dallon earneſtly preſſed him to make a full 
Diſcovery of his Family and Birth; but he 
begged to be excuſed, and only promiſed that 
ſix Months hence he would ſee him again; 
and then gave him with the half Letter a 
Billet, in which were theſe Words:  — 


This Child is the | firff Fruits of "a lawful 
Marriage, was regularly baptized, and 
named Sylvia. 405 e eee vero 


Dallen, on his Part, aſſured him of the Care 
he would take of his Daughter; ſo that 
they parted very well pleaſed with one ano- 
ther. 3 „„ 15 Fg 140 Lane * 


Tux Merchant was no ſooner alone than 
be made an exact Search about the Child, to 
ſee if he could any how unfold the Myſtery 

of this Adventure ; but all was loſt Labour, 
and 
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and therefore he reſolved to trouble himſelf 
no farther about Inquiries, but to do his Duty 
with reſpect to the Infant, whom, from a 
Motive of Compaſſion, joined to the Influ- 
ence of the Thouſand Piſtols, he reſolved to 
ſerve as a Father, and with that View imme- 
diately ſent for his Daughter's Narfe, and 
ave her the Child as his Niece, a Brother's 
Bae who lived at Clermont in Auvergne, 
and whoſe Spouſe having come to Lyons about 
Buſineſs, had loſt her Life in bringing a dead 
Child in the Seventh Month to the World; 
but this Misfortune had been kept ſo ſecret 
that few People were as yet informed of it; 
ſo that the Nurſe had no Notion but that the 
Child, even when ſhe heard of the Mother's 
Death, was his Niece ; but what gave ſtill a 
greater Appearance of 'Truth to this Story, 
was the Death of Dallon's Brother by an un- 
. fortunate Fall from his Horſe, about three 
Week's after his Wife's Death; ſo that Dal- 
ton, as this Child's Uncle and natural Tutor, 
publickly aſſumed the Title, fo that the little 
Sylvia paſſed in an authentic Manner for his 
Niece, and was nurſed as ſuch, 


Tur fix Months not only expired, but ſe- 
veral Years followed without the Father's 
appearing or any News from him. Never- 
theleſs, Silvia having attained to her fourth 
Year, and the little Dallon to her Sixth, they 
were in the Houſe together as Couſins, had 
the ſame Maſters, and in ſhort the ſame 
Education to their fifteenth and ſeventeenth 
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THe two young Ladies had equally an- 


ſwered to his Care of their Improvement, by 
rendering themſelves perfect in every Thing 


that was taught them, ſuch as Muſick, Danc- 
ing and Inſtruments. A tender and ſolid 
Friendſhip united them; and tho' Nature 
had not favoured Miſs Dallon with the 
Charms of Beauty, which the young Silvia 
joined to her other Perfections, yet ſhe was 
not in the leaſt jealous or uneaſy, nor Silvia 


in the leaſt vain. 


Jſnena, the Name of the Merchant's 
Daughter, was not at all ugly but little; 


Silvia was tall, well ſhaped, and beautiful 


as an Angel. But Virtue, Wit, and Sweet- 
neſs of "Temper, had been ſhared between 


them with ſo much Equality, that if the 
lovely Silvia might look upon her rare Qua- 
 lities as an Addition to her Charms, the vir- 
tuous Iſmena might find in hers what made 


Amends for the Loſs of thoſe external Ac- 
compliſhments which attract the Eye. They 


loved one another with the moſt perfect 


Friendſhip ; and, believing themſelves to be 
really Couſins, made it an agreeable Law to 


fulfil the Duties which. the Proximity of 


Blood requires in virtuous Minds, 


_ Tris lovely Correſpendence and Sympa- 
thy was for ſome Time agreeable to Dallon ; 
he doated on his Daughter, and every Thing 


fhe loved being dear to him, he expreſſed ſuch 


an Affection for Silvia as he could have had 


hc ob asf 


for 
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for a real Niece. But as he felt a ſecret 


Grief at her having the Advantage of Iſmena 
in Beauty, and was apprehenſive that, not- 
withſtanding his Daughter's great Fortune, 
Silvia would be preferred to her by the Lo- 
vers who appeared, he often repented his 
having taken upon him the Charge of this 
young Girl. | 


EriGHTEEN Years having lipt away ſince 
ſhe was under his Care, without any Perſon's 
appearing to inquire about her, he thought 
himſelf authorized to diſpoſe of her; and 
therefore reſolved to ſhut her up in a Con- 
vent, if he perceived that her Preſence was 
any Hindrance to his Daughter's Eſtabliſh- 
ment, which he ſoon found to be the Caſe. 


Tov Dallon took Care that they 
ſhould not ſee much Company, yet having 
allowed them to appear at ſome Aſſemblies, 
their Merit ſoon made a Noiſe, and the 
whole Converſation of Lyons was about the 
two Couſins, But though they rendered the 
Juſtice that was due to Iſinena, all the Hearts 
in general declared for her Couſin, which ſo 
highly provoked Dallon, that he refuſed to 
hear of any Addreſſes to Silvia; the two 
Ladies ſoon penetrated into the Cauſe of his 
Behaviour, but were different in their Opi- 
nion of his Conduct. 


Salvia, 
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Silvia, who placed Beauty in the Rank of 
Things upon which ſhe put the leaſt Value, 
and who really thought herſelf in nothing 
ſuperior to her Friend, found that Dallon 
could not at all be blamed for deſiring to 


have his Daughter married before his Niece, 


and proteſted that the greateſt Grief he 
could give her would be to act other- 


wile. 


Iſmena, who was no leſs generous, and 
who knew all the Worth of her Couſin, 
could not bear the Thoughts of her Fa- 
ther's being liable to ſuch a Weakneſs. 
It is impoſſible, my dear Silvia, ſaid ſhe 
one Day when they were upon this Subject, 
but that my Father's acting in this Manner, 


muſt make People imagine I am jealous of 


your Charms ; and this, I believe you 
will allow, is ſetting me in a ridiculous 
Light, a thouſand times more capable to 
frighten Courtiers than my Uglineſs. Let 
him, at leaſt, give me the Satisfaction to 
make it appear, that if I do not reſemble 
you in Beauty, I have the Happinefs, at 
leaſt, to do it in Character, which I ſhall 
prove by the Joy that your Marriage will 
give me; he even deceives himſelf, conti- 
nued ſhe, if he fancies by this Means to force 
Hearts to do me Homage ; and I am per- 


ſuaded that it is his Intereſt as well as mine, 


allowing his Notion of the Neceſlity of my 
having a Huſband, to get you bound by 
85 Hymen's 
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Hymen's Chain as ſoon as he can; for Men 
who are not meer Fortune-Hunters will ne- 

ver make their Addreſſes to me, while they _ 
have any Hopes of ſucceeding with you; 
but when you are once diſpoſed of, I don't 
know but the Adorers may approach my 
Shrine. 


No, my dear Iſnena, anſwered Silvia, 
it is not natural that a Father ſhould eſtabliſh 
his Niece preferably to his Daughter ;. your 
Virtue, | your Sentiments, and admirable 
Talents deſerve the Attachment of every 
Man who has any Pretenſions to Senſe or 
Reaſon; and I own that I am perfectly 
pleaſed with your Father's giving no En- 
couragement to my Admirers, having a very 
indifferent Opinion of Men, who, allowing 
themſelves to be dazzled by vain Ornaments, 
only place their Happineſs in ocular Satiſ- 
faction, without examining the Qualities of 
the Mind, | 


Were thoſe Gentlemen whom your Fa- 
ther admits into his Houſe allowed a cer- 
tain Time to be acquainted with us, before 
they made their Addreſſes, I am very certain 
that you would have the Preference, or, at 
leaſt, that the Hearts would be divided be- 
tweenus; but that without the leaſt Exami- 
nation they ſhould aſk Silvia and neglect 
Iſmena is what I cannot pardon, and what 
determines me to approve of my Uncle's Be- 
haviour, 


Val, { CF - | ' YOUR 
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© "Tu Friendſhip for me blinds you, re- 
plied Miſs Dallon; and mine for you, on 
the contrary, enlightens me. I will agree 
for a Moment to pleaſe you, that my Cha- 
racter, Humour and Sentiments, may, per- 
haps, render me worthy of a Gentleman's 
Addreſſes; but when with theſe internal 
Qualities he ſhall find Beauty and Charms, 
ſuch as you poſſeſs, would it be ſurprizing 
that he ſhould prefer them? No, no, my 
dear Silvia, I do myſelf Juſtice ; I cannot 
blame the Men for "thinking as they do: 
Were I in their Place I ſhould do no leſs ; 
and if my Father believes that his rejecting 
their Propoſals for you will make them 
change the Object, he will know in the 
Sequel how — he bas been deceived. 


Arralns were in this Situation, when 
my Couſin the Marquis Dantin and J arrived 
at Lyons, we were both Lieutenants in the 
fame Regiment, he in the Twenty- fifth Year 
of his Age and I in my Twenty- ſecond, ſo 
were obliged to come from Riom in Au- 
vergne to Lyons, to terminate an Affair of 
Intereſt, in which both our Fathers, lately 
deceaſed, were cqually concerned. 


As the Caſe was about a conſiderable Sum 
"depoſited in the Hands of Dallon's Brother, 
who died at Clerment, and of which we had 
Heard nothing ſince his Death, but that Dal- 
Ian had taken Poſſeſſion of all his Effects; 
the firſt Thing we did on our Arrival was to 


80 
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go to his Houſe. It muſt be owned that he 
received us with Diſtinction; and our Claim 
being juſtified by the Vouchers which we 
produced, he promiſed, without the leaſt He- 
-— to pay the Money in a Month's 

une, - . 


As we happened to pleaſe him mightily, 
and that by our Diſcourſe he underſtood our 
Fortunes, though pretty tollerable, did not 
anſwer to our Birth, and were not ſufficient 
to enable us to make a Figure in the military 
Profeflion, he immediately formed a Project, 
to purchafe with a large 4 the Title of 
Marchioneſs or Countefs to his Daughter, by 
2 Marriage with one of us. With this View 
he preſſed us ſo earneſtly to take no other 
Lodging but his Houſe, while we remained 
at Lyons, that we conſented, hoping this 
would be a Means to haſten the Payment of 
our Money. 7 ph 


Taz Merchant, who did not penerate 
into the Motive of our Compliance, having 
no Notion of failing in the Execution of what 
he had promiſed, thought himſelf highly ob- 
liged, and conducted us directly to his 
Daughter's Apartment, to whom he preſent- 
ed us as Perſons of Merit and Diſtinction, 
recommending to her to aſſiſt him in doing. 
us the Honours which Perſons of our Quality 
deſerved. = 40 
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Lſmena was at that Time alone, and not 
penetrating into her Father's real Intentions, 
took what he faid upon the Footing of a 
Compliment uſual upon ſuch Occaſions. As 
ſhe ſpoke gracefully, and all her Actions 
were animated by the Livelineſs of her Wit ; 
the Delicacy of her Expreſſions, the Solidity | 
of her Decifiens, and the Charms of her 
Converiation raviſhed us, but my Couſin the 
Marquis had the good Fortune to pleaſe her 
more than I ; whether it was that not being 
fo young, ſhe thought him more capable of a 
ferious Attachment, or that ſhe really thought 
he had more Merit, I ſhall not determine; 
but this is certain, that ſhe owned, when ſhe 
came to be his Wife, that from the firſt Mo- 
ment ſhe found herſelf very much diſpoſed to 
love him, Nevertheleſs, as ſhe wanted that 
Silvia ſhould be in every Reſpect as happy as 
herſelf, ſhe earneſtly wiſhed that her Friend 
might entertain the ſame favourable Thoughts 

of me, as the herſelf had of my Coutin, 


WIr that charming Girl, who had no 
Notice given her of this Viſit, entered the 
Apartment, with a Defign to reproach her 
gently for ſhutting herſelf up in her Chamber 
alone, found her in ſo good Company, 

- the faid not a Word, and only ſaluted us 
with her uſual Gracefuluels; but with a Re- 
ſerve which the Preſence of unknown Perſons. 
uſually inſpires. 


Iſmens 
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Iſnena, who perceived hos Conſtraint, and 
who was fond that ſhe: ſhould diſplay all her 
Charms, preſented my Coufin and me to her, 
explaining the Subject of our Viſit, and the 
Commands that ſhe had received from her 
Father. Silvia ſoon penetrated into his De- 
ſign, and opened not her Mouth but to extol 
every thing //mena faid, that ſhe might pre- 
poſſeſs us with a favourable Opinion of her 
Couſin, and with an indifferent one of her- 
felf : But notwithſtanding all her Efforts. to 
make us believe ber a Girl of a weak Under- 
ſtanding, ſhe could not hinder her firſt Glan- 
ces from piercing, at the ſame Time, both 
our Hearts ; but concealing what paſt in eur 
Breaſts, that we might not give Miſs Dallox 
the Mortification of perceiving her Couſin's 
Triumph, and mutually to hide from one 
another our growing Paſſion, we continued | 
the Converſation in the ſame free Manner 
that we had begun it. 


Tas charming Silvia, whoſe Silence left 
her at Liberty to make Obſervations, was not 
long before ſhe diſcovered that her Cou- 
ſin favoured the Marquis more than me; and 
owned to me afterwards that it gave her great 
Pleaſure; finding herſelf very mueh diſpoſed 

to have the fame Inclination for me that I 


mina had for my Couſin. 


Writs we were thus engaged in Conver- 
fation, and affected a Tranquillity which we 
really had not, Dallon was giving Orders for 

2 


3 an 
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an elegant Entertainment, and afterwards 
returned to his Daughter's Apartment. The 
gay. Humour in which he found her, and the 
Serioufneſs he obſerved in Silvia's Counte- 
nance, giVINg him Ground to imagine that 
my Couſin and I had made our Court wholly 
to Iſmena, and that Silvia's Reſerve proceed- 
ed from Vexation; he felt a Pleaſure in 
this Thought, which he could ſcarce con- 


ceal. 


Worp was at laſt brought that Dinner 
was upon the Table, where there was Plenty 
of good Diſhes ; but as I obſerved that every 
Time Silvia opened her Mouth to ſpeak, 
Dallon commanded her to Silence, and ob- 
liged his Daughter to do the Honours of the 
Table; neither my Couſin nor I eould reliſh 
what was preſented to us, 


Miss Dalln, fadly vexed at * Father's 
Behaviour, and who. wiſhed that her Couſin 
ſhould make a Conqueſt of my Heart, while 
ſhe ſought the Way to my Couſin's ; made 
ſeveral Signs to her to take no Notice of her 
Father's Whims, and begged when the De- 
ſert was ſerved that ſhe would ſing along with 
her : But Dallon interrupting her with an 
Air of Reſentment ; No, no, faid he, ſing 
alone, Silpia's Voice does not agree with 
yours 5. it is untuneable, and I want to hear 


you ſing by yourſelf. 


Tears diſobliging Diſcourſe put Iſmena 
very much to the Bluſh, and fearing that we 
; might 
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might think ſhe approved of it: I am ex- 
tremely ſurprized, Sir, replyed ſhe, that you 

render fo little Juſtice to Silvia; no Body 
ſings more juſtly, or more mothodieally; her 
Voice is a great Deal ſweeter than mine z 
and as I know that ſhe lends me Graces which 
I am not Miſtreſs of myſelf, you'll excuſe 
me, I hope, from ſinging if you will not al- 
low her to accompany me. My dear 1/mena, 
anſwered Silvia ſmiling, don't let us be de- 
prived of the Pleaſure of hearing you for ſuch 
a weak Obſtacle ; conſider, that not bein 
able to come up to the Idea which you have 
given of my Voice, you'll expoſe me more 
than my Uncle's unfavourable Judgment. 


Tuts Diſpute, which plainly diſcovered 


the Modeſty and Candour of the two young 
Ladies, charmed my Coufin and me ; and 
tho? we could not love 1/mena with the ſame 
Ardour as we did Silvia, yet we could not 
_ refuſe her our Eſteem 3 and both of us judg- 
ing that the effectual Way to pleaſe her was 
to prevail with Dallon to conſent to her 
Couſin's ſinging along with her; we preſſed 
him ſo earneſtly that he conſented, and the 

ſung together ſo exquiſitely well that we were 
highly charmed, and gave deſervedly equal 
Encontiums to both. But as Silvia's Beauty 
was much ſuperior to her Coufin's, every 
Thing ſhe did ſeemed to have particular 
Charms, ſo that we ſuck'd in Love's Poiſon 
in large Draughts ; we concealed however our 
Sentiments ſo carefully, and applauded the 
Ladies ſo equally, that Dallon imagined 
* | i 1ſmena 


— 
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Iſnena had made a Conqueſt of us both. As 
he had ordered our Equipages to be brought 
to his Houſe, where he inſiſted on our tak · 
ing up. our Lodgings, we employed the re- 
maining Part of the Day in different Walks, 
which affording us a favourable Opportunity 
of entertaining Silvia in our Turns, and of 
knowing all her Merit, we reſolved each of 
us in private to.afk her in Marriage. 


THrz two Ladies having mutually commu- 
nicated their Thoughts of the Marquis and 
me, were extremely pleaſed to find that their 
Hearts had fixed on different Objects. I/ 
mena flattered herſelf that ſhe had pleaſed the 
Marquis, and Silvia fancied that ſhe had read 
in my Looks a Part of the Sentiments with: 
which ſhe had inſpired me. As we were in- 
tirely our own Maſters, Dantin having nei- 
ther Father nor Mother, and I only a Mother- 

in-law, to whom I was in no manner ſub- 
| Jeted, we made no doubt but Dallon would 
willingly give his Daughter to one of us, and 
dis Niece to the other; we earefully how- 
ever concealed our Deſigns from one another, 
each of us fearing to meet with Oppoſition 
| from the other for intending to marty a Wo- 
| man fo inferior to us in birth. 


Tu Time of the Reimburſement ap- 

3 | proaching, both of us reſolved to declare our- 
£ felves, accordingly T went one Morning early 
to Dallon's Apartment, whom finding alone,. 
J addreſſed my ſelf to him. in the following: 
Manner: I can not expreſs, ſaid I, the Joy 
which. 
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which your Acquaintance gives me, and how 
much J am ſenſible of the obliging Manner in 
which you have received my Couſin and me; 
it will always be freſh in my Memory, and I 
| ſhould eſteem it a very great Happineſs to have 
it in my Power to acknowledge your Favours 
by a ſuitable Return, Dallon anfwered that 
he had only done his Duty, and wiſhed for an 
Opportunity of giving more eſſential Proofs of 
the Reſpect and Eſteem he had for us. 


As for Reſpect, replied I, embracing him, 
let us wave that, but for Eſteem, if it be true 
that you have it, give me leave to put you to 
a Trial, I adore your charming Niece, my 
Happineſs depends upon her Poſſeſſion, and 
conſequently upon you, as ſhe is wholly under 
your Direction. Perhaps you will not think 
my Fortune anſwerable to what I am told ſhe 
is to inherit from her Family, but as I ſpring 
from a Race of illuſtrious Anceſtors, and have 
a tolerable Eftate, I dare hope for your Con- 
ſent to my entering into your Alliance by a 
Marriage with Silvia. | 5 


Dallon was ſtrangely diſappointed in his 
Expectation, having on my firſt Compliment 
imagined that I had Deſigns upon his Daugh- 
ter, and he could not conſtrain himſelf fo far 
as not to let his Trouble appear at the Name 
of Silvia, by a viſible Alteration in his Coun- 
tenance : I know my ſelf too well, ſaid he, 
with aConcern which plainly marked the Per- 
plexity of his Mind, not to be highly ſenſible 
of the Honour that my Family muſt 3 

rom 
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from an Alliance with yours, and I ſhall own 
that I would purchaſe it at the Expence of 
my whole Fortune if it were neceſſary, but it 
is not in my Power to attain to it in the Man- 
ner you propoſe. - | 


Tris Silvia, whom you believe to be my 
Niece, is no Relation of mine ; I am igno- 
rant to what Country ſhe belongs, or who 
gave her Birth ; in one word, ſhe was a Child 
whom I took out of Pity a few Days after her 
Birth, and whom I have brought up as my 
Niece, in hopes that her Parents would come 
and rechim her, as a Stranger, who put her 
in my Hands, promiſed about nineteen Years 
fince ; but as I have kept her long enough 
without any Perfon's appearing, and that it is 
not natural I ſhould give to Strangers any Part 
of a Fortune to which my Daughter has a juſt 
Title as Heireſs, I am obliged to declare the 
Truth, and therefore, Sir, continued he, you 
plainly ſee that this Match is not ſuitable, and 
that I am no ways concerned in the Honour 
which you deſigned me; but to give you a 

convincing Proof of the ſincere Defise I ſhould 
Have of forming indiſſoluble Ties with you, I 

offer you — with a Portion of a hundred 

thouſand Crowns independent of as much af- 
ter my Death. BY 


CE RE A OT RF . V 


I am obliged to you, anſwered I, greatly 
afflicted at what I heard. I render the 
Fuſtice that is due to [/mena's Merit, but the 
more I know her Worth, the more I think 

ſhe deſerves to have the entire Poſſeſſion of a 

4 Heart ; 
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Heart; mine is no more at my Diſpoſal, the 
fatal Dart that pierced it has rendered the 
Wound incurable : Love, my dear Dallon, is 
not a Paſſion which is formed and laid aſide 
at Pleaſure, and it gives me very great Con- 
cern; but Silvia has made a Conqueſt of my 
Heart, and I find that I muſt love her to the 
Hour of my Death. 


As Dallon's Deſign in revealing S:ilvia's 
Story was to diſcourage me from marrying 
that beautiful Maid, and to let me know that 
he would not authoriſe her Marriage with me, 
leſt ſne ſhould have a Rank ſuperior to his 
Daughter; he anſwered coldly, that he was 
ſorry I had conceived ſo ſudden an Inclination 
for a Girl no ways proper for me, ſince by all 
Appearance her Birth was as mean as dubious. 
I could no longer bear this crue] Converſa- 

tion, but retired in a Condition that deſerved 
Pity, and ſhut myſelf up in my Chamber to 

think without Interruption upon this melan- 
choly Adventure. 


Mr firſt Reflections ran upon abandoning 
Silvia, and to ſeek in Abſence the Cure of 
my Diſtemper; but this Thought, which 
proceeded from the Fear of having made a 
Choice unworthy of me, ſoon yielded to more 
generous Sentiments, and my Paſſion repre- 
ſenting this beautiful Maid with all her Charms 
of Body and Mind, the Reaſons of Rank, of 
Birth, and of Intereft, appeared to be fo weak 
Obſtacles, and what ſhe inſpired ſo much a- 
bove them, that I was aſhamed to have once 
thought 
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thought of them. What Obligation, ſaid 1 

within myſelf, would Silvia have to me to a- 
dore her, and to wiſh to be her Huſband, if 


her Birth were equal to her Beauty? were it 
ſo, to what Rank might ſhe not pretend ? 


Could I flatter myſelf that ſhe would be ſa- 


tified with mine? What, continued I, are 
not Beauty, Wit, and Modeſty, Titles a thou- 
ſand times more preferable than thoſe of No- 
bility, which we owe to the Caprice of For- 
tune ? What do I ſay, was not I willing to 
unite my Deſtiny to Silvia, Niece of the 
Merchant Dallon? Did that Name place her 
above what ſhe is at preſent? Did not I in- 
tend to nobilitate her by becoming her Huſ- 


band ? Has ſhe loſt any of her Charms for 


ſpringing from unknown Parents? Has my 


Paſſion taken its Birth from the Nobleneſs of 


her Blood ? Are not her Charms the only 


Source, and are they not ſufficient to conſti- 
. tute my Happineſs ? This Reflection flattered 


my Paſſion too much not to comply with it: 


Silvia without Birth became more dear to 
me than before ; full of Indignation at the In- 
Juſtice of Fortune, my Thoughts were wholly 
taken up upon repairing it, by ſharing what TI 
had with her; and being reſolyed not to de- 
lay acquainting her with — and ho- 
nourable Intentions, I went to {/mena's A- 
partment, hoping to find a favourable Oppor- 
tunity of entertaining her. | 


DvuzinG theſe Reflections in which I was | 


wrapt up for a conſiderable Time, ſeveral 
N Bed had __ I had ſcarce left Dal- 
| lan 8 
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lon's Apartment when my Couſin Dantin pre- 
ſented himſelf, and demanded Silvia in Mar- 
riage. Dallon almoſt in a Fury to ſee two 
Men, to whom he had not been ſo civil but 
with a Deſign that one of them ſhould marry 
his Daughter, make their Addreſſes to his 
pretended Niece, anſwered him in a very dry 
Manner, that he was not Silvia's Uncle; 
that ſhe was a Foundling whom he had brought 
up out of Pity, of which he had but a Mo- 
ment before informed his Couſin, who had 
made the ſame Demand; that he would not 
deceive, nor draw upon himſelf the Reſent- 
ment of our Families, by concurring in our 
making an Alliance ſo diſproportioned and 
unequal. Dantin was no leſs ſtruck wirh this 
News than I had been; but whether his Paſ- 
fion was not ſo violent, or that his Aﬀection 
to me made him apprehenſive of a Quarrel 
upon account of this Rivalſhip, he reſolved 
* that very Moment to ſurmount his 
ove, 


I am very much concerned, ſaid he to Dal- 
lon, for Silvia's Misfortune ; ſhe deſerved a 
happierFate ; nevertheleſs, ſince ſhe is nothing 
to you, and that we are at Freedom to con- 
tinue or abandon our Pretenſions, I will con- 
ſider on what is proper for me to do; all the 
Favour that I would deſire of you is to con- 
ceal from the Count that I am his Rival; I 
hope I ſhall not long be fo, at leaſt, I will do 
my Endeavours ; but as I am a Stranger to 


his Sentiments, and reſolved to know them in 
Vo. I. H order 
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order to regulate my own, I ſhould be glad 
vans he knew nothing of this Converſation. 


0 babe, who had formed his Plan, promiſed 
Secreſy, and when the Marquis was gone, or- 
dered Iſmena and Silvia to attend him in his 
Cloſet: Silvia, ſaid he to that charming Girl, 
J can not poſſibly conceal any longer a Secret 
which I have kept while I thought it might 
be uſeful to you, without Prejudice to myſelf; 
but now as [I ſee it to be of the greateſt Con- 
uence to my Daughter and to me, I am 
obliged to declare that you are not my Niece ; 
that I am ignorant to whom you owe your 
Birth, and that you have no Right to my 
Brother's Succeſſion. Then without men- 
tioning any thing of the young Gentleman 
who had committed her to his Care, nor 
of the thouſand Piſtoles he had received 
from him, he only told ſimply. that a Perſon 
very indifferently dreſſed had intreated him on 


his Knees to give her out to nurſe, promiſing 


to retire her in ſix Months, and begged that 
he would not deliver her but to the Perſon 
who ſhould preſent the Half of a Letter which 

he left with him. Nevertheleis, continued 
he, I have for eighteen Years paſt taken care 
of you without any Perſon's appearing, which 
makes me naturally conclude that my Com- 
paſſion has brought me into this Scrape, and 
that you owe your Birth to poor People, who 
not being in a Condition to entertain you, 
have made uſe of this Stratagem to procure | 
you Subliſtance ; and that being dead perhaps 

by Want and * or in foreign _ 
| e 
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they have abandoned you to what F ortune 
pleaſed to make of you. You know, added 
he, what I have done for you, and in what 
Manner I have brought you up, of which I 
don't repent, ſince you have anſwered to my 
Endeavours, by your Sweetneſs of "Temper, 
Modeſty, and Attachment to //mena ; and it 
is with the Intention of rewarding them, that 
I am reſolved to put you in a Condition of 


having no Dependance on the World, by ma- 


ing you a Nun. As it is the only reaſonable 
Reſource in your preſent Situation, without 
Fortune, without Parents, and deprived of all 
Aſſiſtance, I ſhall conduct you to a Convent 
where your Voice and muſical Talents will 
procure you Admiiſion, without the uſual 
Portion; and to continue the Charity which 
T have all along exerciſed, T will ſettle a ſmall 
Penſion on you for providing, from Time to 
Time, ſome Neceſſaries that you'll have oc- 
caſion for; and this is all I can N do, & or 

you reaſonably expect. | 
Dallin might have enn to ſpeak as 
long as he pleaſed, without the leaſt Inter- 
ruption from either of the, two young Ladies, 
their Aſtoniſhment and Grief not permitting 
them to open their Mouths. However, Sil- 
via making a ſtrong Effort to conceal the 
Trouble with which ſhe was agitated ; tho? I 
was far from expecting, ſaid ſhe to him, the 
cruel Change which you have now declared 
to me, and that as your Niece I thought my- 
ſelf under ſtrong Obligations to you, yet by 
witat I now learn, they are ſo far augmented 
* 2 that 
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76 The TRAVELS ff 
that I can find no Terms proper to expreſs my 
Gratitude, I ſhall not pretend to diſguiſe the 
Concern which this Overthrow of my Fortune 
gives me ; not that Ambition has any Part in 
my Grief, the Regret only of not- knowing 
who I am, occaſions my Pain; and I would 
rather owe my Origin to the loweſt Claſs of 
Mortals, than to be under fo melancholy an 
Uncertainty: But ſince I muſt ſubmit to my 
rigorous Fate, and ſeparate myſelf for ever 
from {/mena, I accept, without Heſitation, of 
your generous Offer, by which I ſhall have 
the Satisfaction of concealing from the World 
the Shame of my unhappy Deſtiny. 


Waũkũar ! my dear Silvia, cried Iſmena, all 
in Tears, will you then have the Cruelty to 
leave me? O! Sir, faid ſhe to her Father, 
can you think of dragging her from my 
Arms? Ought you to have united us hy 
fo perfect a F riendſhip, to ſeparate us 
hereafter with ſo much Rigour ? What mat- 
ters it whether ſhe be my Kinſwoman or not? 
Is ſhe not ſtill my Friend? Am not I rich 
enough to ſupply the Place of thoſe who have 
abandoned her, and are not you fo too to ſerve 
her as a Father? Can you with any Juſtice 
diſpoſe of a Will over which you have no 
other Authority but what Gratitude requires 
of her? Ah! Sir, continued ſhe, throwing 
herſelf at his Feet, it is on my Knees that I 
aſk you Silvia, don't force her from me, or 
ſuffer that the ſame Cloiſter may incloſe us 
both. Generous 1ſmena, interrupted Silvia, 
with Eyes drowned in Tears, don't * my 

on- 
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Conſtancy by theſe tender Marks of your 


Friendſhip, and be aſſured that there is nothing 


ſo cruel to me as a Separation from you; but 
conſider that I can no longer appear in the 
World with Honour; that having been edu- 
cated and known as Niece to your Father, 
and Heireſs to his Brother, I ſhall become an 
Object of Contempt, when the Public ſhall 
be — of my fatal Adventure: Who- 
ever I may be, Heaven has given me Senti- 
ments too high to live under the Humiliation 
which is fit for my preſent Condition, and I 
look upon it as a ſpecial Happineſs that your 
generous Father is inſpired with a Deſign of 
ſkreening me from the Town-talk, and the 
ridiculous Light in in which fol "re Caſe 
muſt ſet me. - ekt 
Dali, al "wy no boch delicate way & 
thinking as the two Ladies, and Who was ab- 
ſolutely determined to have Silvia out of his 
Houſe, highly extolled her Courage and Re- 
ſolution 3 and ordering Iſnena, who ſtill re- 
mained at his Feet, to get up, he laid his 
Commands on her with great Severity, to 
ſubmit without murmuring to his Will; but 
far from being diſcouraged, ſhe renewed: her 
Sollicitations with ſo much Earneftneſs, that 
Silvia fearing her Preſence and Tears might 
be the Cauſe, withdrew, to leave Dallon at 
Liberty to explain himſelf with his Daughter, 
and to be at Freedom herſelf to complain, of 
gs n mon Nen engen ne 
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As ſhe was going into Iſmena' 8 Apertment 
I met her, being come there with a Deſign to 
find her out. Her Eyes were bathed in Tears, 


and Melancholly was viſibly painted in mine. 


We ſoon perceived our mutual Grief, and 
ſaluted one another without being able to pro- 


nounce one ſingle Word; I preſented my 


Hand to her, — and ſhe gave me 


| her's almoſt lar the ſame Concern; and in 
this filent Manner we went into Miſs Dal- 


lors. Cloſet, where Silvia threw herſelf into 
her. 
Tuts | euro of mine made her. recoyer 


herſelf ; and bluſhing when ſhe; looked at 
What do you mean Count, ſaid ſhe? 


Fo your Diſtraction make you forget that 
lam Silvia? I am under no Abſence of 


Mind, anſwered I, I adore you, and I am 
come to declare it; but as my Eſteem equals 
my Love, my Words ſhall prove my Reſpect 
while I endeavour to expreſs the Ardour of 


my Flame. This Declaration ſurprizes you, 


and appears no doubt raſh and bold, conti - 
nued I, obſerving her to change Colour: 
N evertheleſs, I hope you will not think it ſo 
culpable, when you know that it is not 

Fault, if you was not informed by him from 
whom I thought you was to be . but 


his Refuſal, founded on a Pretence Which 


only augments my Love, forces me to offer 
you my Heart and Hand. The Tears, of 
which I ſtill ſee the Traces on your Cheeks, 

inform 


an Arm Chair, and I upon my Knees before 


* 


inform me that he has diſcovered to you the 
Secret of your Birth; but as I preſume he 
has not at the ſame Time informed you of 
the Sentimen:s with which you have inſpired 


me, my Mouth muſt be the Interpreter: 
Ves, charming Silvia, you ſee in me the 


moſt paſſionate of all Lovers who aſpires to 
the glorious Title of Huſband. Permit me 
to repair the Injuſtice of Fate, by ſharing my 
Fortune with you ; and let my Love and my 
Name ſerve you inſtead of Portion and Pa- 


rents. I am my own Maſter, Dallon is not 


yours; and nothing can oppoſe my Felicity, 
unleſs by an Effet of my Misfortune you 


have contracted a Hatred for the moſt amorous 


Man in the World, 


An! good God, cried the lovely Silvia, | 


lifting up her Eyes to Heaven, was not my 


Fate rigorous enough, without joining this 
new Subject of Grief, Generous Count, 
added ſhe with a ſoft kind Glance, I knoy all 
the Value of the Advantages which you offer 
me; they even make me ſenſibly feel the 
Weight of my Misfortune ; and I will freely 
declare to you, that were I born a Queen and 
had a Crown to beſtow, you ſhould be the 
only Perſon on whofe Head I would place it; 
but the dearer you are to me, the more your 
Glory is precious in my Eyes: Niect to 
Dallon and fole Heireſs to a conſiderable 
Eftate, I found myſelf ftill ſo far beneath 


you, that I ſcarce durft allow myſelf to think 


that you would ſtoop ſo low as me, and I 
bibel when your Looks ſeemed to flatter 


me. 
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no other ſhall ever e me. 


me. Judge now of 1 my Sentiments, poſſeſ- 


ding nothing of what might in ſome Meaſure 


Juſtify your Choice. I know that Love ren- 
Tbs all its Vaſſals equal, that it has often 
united the Scepter and the Sheep-hook, but 
they who made ſuch odd Matches knew at 
leaſt their Origin; the Shepherdeſs knew 
that ſhe was born ſuch, and the Purity of the 
Blood which ran in her Veins might in ſome 
Meaſure make Amends for the Want of 
Rank and Fortune; but for me, of what can 
J boaſt, ignorant how or from whence I 


came; if I owe my Birth to the Effects of 


a criminal or virtuous Love, or if the Ob- 
ſcurity of my Birth be the greateſt 1 falling of 
thoſe who were the Authors of it. 


- An! Count, this' Ide Age makes me 
tremble 5 what would be my Deſpair, if 
having honoured me with your Name, ſome 
Time or other, the Authors of my Life ſhould 
be diſcovered; and that upon Information of 
my Origin, Subjects of Shame were found in it 
for exceeding its Meannefs. No, I ſhall not 
expoſe you to ſuch terrible Events; ſatisfied 


with the Glory of having pleaſed you, and 


that you did me the Honour of offering me 
your Hand, which, as T cannot deſerve by 
the Advantages of thoſe who may pretend to 
it, 1 ſhall endeavour by my Sentiments to 
preſerve your Eſteem; and ſince it is im- 
pofſible that J can be the Count de Saluee's, 
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An ! too charming Silvia, cryed I, tranſ- 
ported with Love and Admiration, what For- 
tune, what Rank, and what Renown are 
comparable to the Beauty of your Character; 
and ſhould not I be the moſt unworthy Man 
living to prefer any Conſideration to the Per- 
fections of your Mind? My dear Silvia, 
continued I, ſince I have the Happineſs to 
find that you don't deſpiſe my Love, let me 
beg of you not to reject the Teſtimonies of it, 
and conſider that it is ſigning the Sentence of 
my Death to oppoſe the only Thing that 
can render my Life happy. I have told you 
already that I am my own Maſter, and that 
my Family has no Right to 'controul my 
Actions, and I can —— No, Count, inter- 
rupted ſhe, you can do nothing ; you may. 
have it in your Power to make a worthy 
Choice; but when the Queſtion is, whe= 
ther you ſhall wed a Girl without Name, 
without Fortune, and without Birth, Rea- 
ſon muſt be your Maſter. Your Family, 
from which you have nothing to fear, 
becauſe you do nothing that may give them 
Occaſion of Complaint, will no ſooner 
know the Injuſtice which you do to your 
Glory, than they will join to oppoſe you; I 
will become the Object of their Reſentment, 
and you would have the Grief of ſeeing me 
ſacrificed to it. | 


As ſhe pronounced theſe Words 1/mena 
entered, but under ſuch a terrible Trouble 
that ſhe did not at firſt perceive me, and 
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throwing herſelf into Silvia's Arms; my 
dear Friend, faid ſhe, I have gained no 
Ground, my Father is inflexible. 


As I judged by theſe few Words that 


fdmething was in Agitation, of which I was 


ignorant and greatly alarmed, I conjured her 
to tell me what was the Matter; ; but Silvia, 
who was reſolved to conceal her Departure 
from me, prevented Iſmena's Anſwer, by 
telling me that this tender Friend had left 
nothing unattempted to oblige her Father not 
to diſcover the Secret of her Birth, but to own 
her ſtill as his Niece; and that the Exceſs of 
her Grief only proceeded from her: not being 
able to prevail with him ; and as ſhe was de- 


firous to be alone with Miſs Dallon, ſhe beg- 
ged that I would retire, promiſing to come 
to no Reſolution without firſt acquainting 
me. As I flattered myſelf that I would at 


laſt get the better of her Scruples, and being 
afraid that to ſpeak of my Love before Iſme- 
na would not be agreeable to her, I obeyed 


her Commands, begging ſhe would remember 
that JI had till "Ray SRI W to tell 


_ 


Silvia . not 1 me go without 


Trouble; my Procedure, which ſhe thought 


generous, joined to the ſecret Inclination ſhe 
had felt upon our firſt Interview, made an 


abſolute Conqueſt of her Heart; and per- 

fuaded that ſhe was upon the Point of being 
for ever ſeparated from me, ſhe had not 
Tome" to 0-prevent her Tears from burſting 


out 
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out with a Violence that ſurprized Iſmena, 


ill the more as ſhe had not found her ſo 


much affected at the Change of her Fortune 

as ſhe could have wiſhed ; ſhe embraced her 
tenderly, and mingling her Tears with hers : 
My dear Silvia, ſaid ſhe, you are then under 

| ſome Concern at the Thoughts of leaving me, 
but, continued ſhe with Vivacity, why don't 
you oppoſe my Father's Project, ſince he 
is nothing to you you owe him no Obedi- 
ence ? 85 | 


TI owe him every Thing, replied Silvia, 
he has nofiriſhed and brought me up ; and 
the Education which he has given me re- 
quires that I ſhould be as obedient to him as 
if he were my own Father: But my dear 
Tfmena you don't know all my Misfortunes. 
Though Dallon were not to put me into a 
Convent, I ſhould be obliged to go and hide 
myſelf in. the remoteſt Part of ſome Deſart 
from the whole World. I love the Count de 
Saluce. and he is paſhonately fond of me; ſo 


that I cannot too ſoon avoid the Danger 


which we both of us run in following the 
Dictates of our Hearts. I muſt therefore be 
gone, I muſt take the Benefit of your Father's 
Iaſt Favour ; and by ſhutting myſelf up for 
ever, preſerve the Count from the Shame 
which would ſoon be the Conſequence of his 
intended Project. | | 


Miss Dallon extremely ſurpriſed that her 
Friend ſhould refuſe fo favourable. an Oppor- 
tunity of repairing her Misfortune, fince ſhe 

| confeſſed 
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confeſſed that ſhe loved me, employed all her 
Eloquence to make her change her Reſolu- 

tion; and flattering herſelf that the Myſtery 

of the Half Letter might alter her Mind, ſhe 

_ entreated her to read it carefully, I laid hold 

of it, ſaid ſhe, when I found that my Fa- 
ther was deaf to my Intreaties, and it was 

with great Difficulty that he was prevailed 

upon to leave it in my Hands: Here it is, 

perhaps ſome Time or other it may be uſeful 

to you ; and though the Manner in which it 

is divided renders it very obſcure, yet I can- 
not allow myſelf to think that it is the 

| Work of a poor Wretch. Silvia's Curioſity 
was ſo far excited by what her Friend ſaid 
that ſhe took and read what follows. 
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Half of a LETTER. 
HE milanthelly Neceſſity under -wubich I 


am to conceal = - - - 
to do the ſame with regard to her = = <= = 
and as I am ignorant as yet into what Hands 
that my Deſign is not to reveal ſo - = 
to prevent the Misfortunes that mag 
to make her known in Time and Place 
baptized as a Foundling, without Father or 
who gave her Birth is my lawful Spouſe =- 
in Poſſeſſion of the Half of this Writing = 
unravel the Myſtery of it, in Caſe my = 
Sould prevent my going myſelf to retire my 
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Tk reading of this Letter threw Silvia 
into a long and deep Thoughtfulneſs; but at 
length awaking, as it were out of her Dream, 
and looking mournfully at 1/mena : All this 
proves nothing, ſaid ſhe, and People are but 
too well acquainted with the Tricks of thoſe 
who ſeek to get rid of the Burthen of their 
Children's Intertainment and Education, to 
make any certain Judgment from ſuch a 
Writing as this: Miſery often ſharpens In- 
vention, and this Billet is, no doubt, a Bait 
laid to oblige your Father to take Care of 
me; they probably imagined that the myſteri- 
ous Manner in which it was written would 
make him believe that I belonged to Perſons 
of Note, and that he would be handſomely 
rewarded for his Trouble and Care; but 
whatever may be in it, my dear Iſmena, my 
Honour and Peace of Mind force me to re- 
tire : I dread the Shame and Ridicule con- 
ſtantly attached to Adventures of this Kind, 
and the Count de Saluce is too dear to me to 
think of expoſing him to a Share of them : 
Therefore the only Favour which I would 
beg of you, as the ſtrongeſt Proof of your 
Friendſhip, is to conceal from him the Place 
of my Retreat, if it ſhould happen to come to 
your Knowledge. 55 


tho 
Mrss Dallon, terribly grieved at the Reſolu- 
tion of her Friend, reiterated her Prayers and 
Tears, to engage her at leaſt to give her Fa- 
ther the Slip by retiring immediately, with 
an Aſſurance that ſhe would take Care to 
Vol I, I | provide 
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provide her with the Neceſſaries of Life; but 


all to no Purpoſe : She looked upon ſuch a 
Step as a ſort of Treachery to her Benefactor, 


| with was reſolved to crown his Generofity by 


placing her in a Convent ; the only Reſource 
for one in her unhappy Situation; for which 


| Reaſon, notwithſtanding her natural Averſion 


to the Cloiſter, joined to the Inclination 
which ſhe had for the Count, ſhe was unal- 
terably reſolved to give a blind Obedience to 
Dallon's Will and Pleaſure. 


TE melancholy Venena perceiving that 
there was no Poſſibility of altering her Mind, 


and that there was a Neceſſity of conſenting 


to this dreadful Separation, reſolved to pro- 


vide every Thing that was neceſſary for her 


in the Convent, and to put her in a Condition 
to leave it if ſhe happened not to like it. 
With this View ſhe forced her to accept of 


the beſt Part of her Jewels, and all the Mo- 


ney which ſhe had, and not being able to beat 
it out of her Thoughts but that the half Let- 
ter would be ſome Time or other uſeful, ſhe 


 incloſed it in a little Satchel of Silk faſtened 


to the Ends of a Ribbon ſhe wore about her 
Neck, and which hung down in her Boſom, 
in a manner not to be ſeen, and earneſtly 
recommended to her never to part with it ; 
this Silvia promiſed, tho? ſhe had no Hopes of 
its Utility. | 


WAI LE the two Ladies were thus em- 
ployed, Dallhon, who r-folved to get rid of us 
as ſogn as poſllble, ſince neither ef us in- 
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clined to be his Son- in · law, was counting out 


our Money, and being informed that we were 
in our Apartments, ſent a Servant to intreat 
that we would take the Trouble of coming to 
him in his Cloſet; which making us con- 
clude, each within himſelf, that he had 
changed his Mind, we obeyed the Call with 
equal Ardour, but all our Hopes were daſhed 


when Dallon ſhewed us the Money ranked in 
Order upon the Table, and with an Air of 
Coldneſs, thanked us for the Honour we had 


done him in lodging at his Houſe ; making 
broad Hints that our Money being paid, no- 
thing more detained us at Lyons, 


WE eaſily underſtood this Language, and 


as there was no thinking of ſtaying at a Man's 


Houſe againſt his Will, we reſolved to change 
our Lodgings that very Day, which gave 


Dallon fo much Joy that he made no Dif- 


cuity of permitting us to take leave of 1fmena 
this we both aſked but with different In- 


tentions, for my Couſin's were to make his 


Addreſſts to Miſs Dallon, ſince he found too 
ſtrong Obſtacles from the Obſcurity of S:via's 
Birth, and a Competition with me, to pro- 
ſecute his firſt Deſign ; and mine were to com- 
bat her Scruples with all the Eloquence that 
Love is capable of. | e 


Warn we entered Iſmena's Apartment, 
we found her alone, Silvia having retired to 
her Cloſet to write. My Couſin was the firſt 
who ſpoke, and told her what had paſled be- 


tween Dallen and us in ſo mournful a manner, 


12 that 
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that ſne could not conceal her Surpriſe and 
Grief; and looking at him with Eyes that 
diſcovered a Part of her Secret; this Day, 
faid ſhe, is marked out for the moſt unlucky 
of my Life, and my Father has, no doubt, 
reſolved to make it odious to me. 


I ſhould think myſelf extremely happy, an- 


' ſwered he, could the Offer of my Service be 


acceptable ; in that caſe, I would endeavour 
to prevail with your Father to allow. me to 
remain fome Time about your Perſon. Silvia 
appeared as he had pronounced theſe Words, 
and as I perceived that the Marquis and Dal- 


lens Daughter were like to be engaged in a 


Converſation that was not indifferent, I took 
this Opportunity of leading Silvia to a Win- 
dow at a little Diſtance, and informed her of 


the Neceſſity I was under, not only of leav- 


ing Dallon's Houſe, but alſo to return to Au- 
Bo Ty . i 
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upon Buſineſs of Importance; propoſing to 
conduct her there, and to procure her in the 
Counteſs, my Mother-in-law, a Friend as 
tender and affectionate as Mifs Dallon ; Ma- 
dam de Saluce, added I, is of a diſtinguiſhed 
Piety, her greateſt Pleaſure is in aſſiſting un- 
happy Perſons ; ſhe eſteems me, and I have 
the ſame Regard and Reſpect for her as if ſhe 
were my own Mother: I will declare my 
Paſſion to her, make her ſenſible how deſerv- 
ing you are of my Choice, which will, I am 
certain, gain her Approbation, and prevail 
with you to make me happy. 


Bur 


— 
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Bur Silvia, whoſe Virtue was alarmed at 


the leaſt Appearance of Irregularity, prefer- 


ring her Obſcurity to che Splendor of a Rank 
which was not to be purchaſed but by running 
away with a Man, rejected the Propoſal 
without the leaſt Heſitation; and tho' ſhe 
did not deny but that ſhe would think herſelf 
happy to be united to me by indiſſoluble Ties, 
ſhe nevertheleſs withſtood the Bent of her 
Heart, and was ſo far Miſtreſs as to reſiſt the 
Pleaſure of giving way to it ; but being ap- 
prehenſive of my taking ſome violent Reſo- 
lution, ſhe begged I would expect, from Time 
and herPerſeverance, ſome favourable Change, 
inſinuating that Dallon would perhaps take 
another Thought, and that ſhe flattered her- 
ſelf Providence would ſome Way or other 


clear up the Myſtery of her Birth: Thus by. _ 
her Wit and Sweetneſs I was quite diſarmed, © 


and forced to ſubmit to what ſhe deſired, 


O the other Hand, Miſs Dallon vexed at 
the unguarded Expreſſion which had ſlipt out 
of her Mouth upon what Dantin had toid her, 
affected a greater Reſerve than at firſt, and 
turning the Converſation ,upon the Fate of 
Silvia, without informing him of her De- 
parture. which ſhe- had folemnly promiſed to 
| keep a Secret; ſhe diſplayed ſuch noble and 
_ generous Sentiments, ſo rare in her Sex when 
the Caſe is to do juſtice to the Beauty and 
Merit of another, 'that Eſteem taking in his 
Heart the Place which Love for Silvia had 


ſome Moments before poſſeſſed, he was fully 


* Per- 


1 2 
— —ͤ—ũ retgg ee — - * 
— — 5 — mo * bs gen nee ——é 0 oY — 
————— —ů—ů— ů ———' — — ́ T 
8 c R ng : — 
5 — 


- m__ 2 3 . 
— 2 — — 
— 
2 — — —2—uk[— 
> p _— n 
e 
. , — 
— — 1 ems by n 
pes aye res : _ = 
. 


— — u werden hate add; 
OOO r 
ſs Oe 2 r 5 
— — Og 223 = —_—_— 
* — ———ů— 4 
—— x — de — 
2 2 . —— — 


— TI 


* 8 2 r _ 
r r 


yy 


= - 
— — 
4 2— 


1 
MIT 
Ji 

: "A; 5: 
l 
1 | 
i 0 
Bs 1h 
(HHS 
n 
11 

ih 

vt 

"= 


1 
N 
Y * 
; F . I 
" 
. — & W — — —— 2 Moy OI > We 2 0 . 
* — . wes 2 9 . N — 2, — mes — . — - — 5 — —— - — . — * - 2 arg - _ 

— — — ee tes Set. ed deans er ARR. ns IL 7 — . , "4 »_ ww 2 SSI ͤ˙E˙— — — — — ———— —— — — — 72 7 _ ——_—— 
. rear ery ey n ONS | "ad do — — 2 TT >.” n - ee eee RENE en ramen in > — — — — — 
— : 5 2 oth — — dps Gr ee = — — — — ee, 4 z * — oy 
3 = * a + —_—. EY * I * F * 8 1 * — - —— - — : 2 — — — F — ati God * E — F 

, - > — * 3» ; * . P Dre g n r — — —— . — * — — 2 — —̃ñ 
Sat we." 4 ni ye : * at 65 — 9 0 — — 5 F L þ ma 7 "I * ry 
0 — * 4 — - e 2 — He ra— — * Mo 4 2 nr — - — — — . — — — TIEN 
* . mit — 7 — L | 2 y - | —— - — < — —— > 
— — „ ra - a : * 1 = WI STM 4 * = i 2 2 1D 
1 —— 1 ** hs —— ——— —ͤ—„— X — N > 2 . — g — — — ES — Y 

? — — 4 _ | . 

S_— en eta nid 8 — en 8 x bat 22 2 l . — —— — — —— — — — ——ů— — - — x 
ae eg neo a I OO OY Ee eee . WW — Hs 2 * . — — 726; 8 — — EEE: —— — 
- . 3 Y Þ _ Dr — - 2 3 — . 
l 7 


- 9 
» »--; Ja — 
— — — 4 
— 2 PE I — — 
— 
* 
4 PP TION 


go | The TRAVELS of EN 


tremely happy with a Perfon of her Character, 
and as it was certain that this Match would 
procure him an Opulency which his own For- 
tune could not afford, he reſolved from that 
Moment to turn his Thoughts wholly to- 


watds I/mena, and not to leave Lyons till he 


carried her along with him as his Wife; but 
being willing alfa. to render me Service, and 
fAattering himſelf that Dallor, upon Account 
of his Marriage with his Daughter, would re- 
fuſe him no Fayour, he reſolved to make it 
one of his Demands that Miſs Dallon, when 
he was married to her, ſhould have the Diſ- 
poſal of Silvia, and even carry her along with 
her to Auvergne. Full of this notable Scheme, 
he affured Iſnena of the Part he took in her 
Friend's Misfortune, which he hoped might 


_ Ml! be repaired, if a Project which he had in 


View ſucceeded to his Wiſhes ; but, lovely 
Tſmena, added he, in order to bring it to a 
happy Concluſion, you muſt accept of the 
Vows and Wiſhes of a Man whom you have 


for ever ſubjected, and conſent to my addreſ- 


ſing your Father in quality of one who places 
all his Felicity in the Poſſeſſion of your Heart 
and Perſon. | 


Iſmena could not hear with Indifference 
che Marquis's Project of making her his Wiſe, 
but did not conceive how her private Happi- 
neſs could make any Alteration in Silvia's 
Cafe. Tho? Jam not ambitious, anſwered 
The, bluſhing, I think it would ſcarce be par- 
donable in me to rejeR the Honour you -_ 

5 . ten 


perſuaded that he could not miſs of being ex- 
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tend to do me, and my Happineſs would be 
perfect if the Conſent which you deſire could 
contribute to that of my Friend, Dantin, 
charmed with this Declaration, returned 
thanks with Tranſport, and proteſted fo 
ſtrongly and ſo confidently that he would 
change Silvia's Fortune, that //mena was al- 
moſt perſuaded of it; She begged however to 
know upon what Foundation he gave her ſo 
agreeable Hopes; but the Marquis, who re- 
ſolved to have the Pleafure of giving me an 
agreeable Surprife, begged ſhe would allow 
him to be filent till he had ſpoken to her Fa- 
ther, and that ſhe would mention nothing of 
it to her Friend. I: | 


Iſmena, unwilling to preſs him farther, pro- 
miſed what he deſired, upon which, Silvia and 
Tjoining them, the Converſation became gene- 
ral; but as Silvia and Ewereboth under a Load 
of Melancholy which tied up our Tongues, I 
foon took my leave of the Ladies, and the 
Marquis followed my Example, with a De- 
ſign to ſpeak to Dallon before Night; and as 
we could by no means ſtay longer in a Man's 
Houſe who had paid us ſuch a Compliment, 
we went directly and took Lodgings. 


Dallon being ſuſpicious that our Paſſion for 
Silvia would not allow us to leave Lyons ſoon, 
and dreading the Charms of this Girl as well 
as the Tears of his Daughter, haftened to 
prepare every Thing for her leaving Lyons the 
very next Day, having reſolved to conduct 
ber to a Convent near St. Flour * | 
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of which a Relation of his was Prioreſs; he 
had kept his Deſign a profound Secret both 
from Silvia and Iſmena, that we might not 
endeavour to prevent it, and to avoid meet- 
ing with us at his own Houſe, he went out 
the Moment he had paid the Money, leaving 
word that he was to ſup abroad, © 


Tuts obliged the Marquis to defer the 
Converſation he intended to have with him, 
till next Day, but he was again diſappointed, 
for Dallon no ſooner returned to his Houſe 
than he ordered Silvia to make ready for her 
Departure at the Break of Day. Tho' this 
ſudden Reſolution ſurpriſed and affficted her 
very much, yet ſhe ſubmitted to it without 
murmuring, and, notwithſtanding 1/mena's 
Tears and her own Grief, employed the whole 
Night in packing up and preparing for this 
melancholy Journey, 1 989 
Sn wrote me a Letter which ſhe begged 
Miſs Dallon would deliver; this dear and 
tender Friend was under a heavy Load of 
Grief, the more inſupportable as ſhe had flat- 
tered herſelf with Hopes of a Turn in Silvia's 
Affairs, which now vaniſhed by her Father's 
cruel Precipitation. She uſed all Endeavours 
to know the Name of the Convent where he 
intended to put her, with a Deſign to inform 
me, tho? ſhe had promiſed otherwiſe to Silvia; 

but Dallon put it out of her Power to break 
her Word, having abſolutely refuſed to tell 


| 2 | © 7 Ty 
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Ix fine, the fatal Moment came, and the 
two lovely Friends had almoſt funk down 
when they were locked in one another's 
Arms, at the T houghts of this cruel Separa- 
tion. Any other but Dallon would have been 
penetrated with ſuch a moving Sight ; but 
he, far from being affected, pulled them 
forcibly from one another, and made Silvia 
get into a travelling Coach, placing himſelf 
at her Side, and ordering the Coachman to 

march, after having left Iſnena under the 
Tuition of an old Houſe-keeper, in whom he 
placed the greateſt Confidence. | 


Dallon took a round- about Way to 
St, Flour, not judging the common Road, 
ſafe, leſt he ſhould have been followed by 
my Couſin- and me when we came to 
know of his carrying off Silvia. A gloomy 
Silence reigned between him and her, as ſhe 
afterwards told me, during the whole Jour- 
ney; and it was only within 2 few Miles or 
the Village in which was his Kinſwoman's 
Convent, that he informed her they were in 
Auvergne, and not far from St. Flour.” 


Silvia ſpoke not a Word, but inwardly 
rejoiced that ſhe was to paſs the Remainder of 
her Days in the Country where I lived ; ſhe 
even became leſs melancholy, and without 
being able to account for this Change, ſince 
ſhe had no Intention to inform me where ſhe 
was; ſhe found her Mind in ſo ſweet a Tran- 
quillity, that ſhe entered her Priſon * 


| capable. 


| \ 
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Satisfaction of which ſhe did not think herſelf 


As Dallm had been long hike A to 
get rid of her, and had written ſeveral Letters 
to the Prioreſs his Relation, that Lady ex- 
peed them, and ſeemed to be charmed 
with Silvia, to whom ſhe greatly magnified 
the Agreeableneſs and Advantages of a reli- 
gious Life. Silvia approved every thing ſhe 


ſaid, and expreſſed fo little Repugnance to 
her being ſhut up, that Dallon made no doubt 


of her making a very good Nun. After a I 
private Conference with the Prioreſs, in th 
which they agreed upon their Terms, he C 
took his Leave of Silvia without any ſeem- ec 
ing Concern, and immediately ſet out for hi 
Lyons, m 
Es WW te 

Tnosk whom Silvia had left were not {6 ſo 
reſigned as ſhe : For my own Part, as I m 
thought all the Moments loft which I paſſed 1 
without ſeeing her, I waited with great Im- Im 
patience the Hour in which 1 might with th 
Decency go to Dallor's Houſe. | k 
fo 

My Couſin Dantin full of his new Project ut 
got up very early, with an Intention to put pr 


it in Excecution; but how great was his 
Surprize when he underſtood by Dallon's 


Servants that their Maſter was gone with to 
Silvia at the Break of Day, without leaving nc 
any Word where he intended, nor when he pl 
would return. a lo 


 TrnovcH 
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THoucH he had by this Time got the 
better of his'firſt Paſſion, and was fully re- 
ſolved to make Iſnena and his Fortune the 
only Objects of his Deſires, yet he was ex- 
tremely concerned at that beautiful Maid's 
unhappy Fate, which he was ſure would 
make me in a Manner deſperate, and greatly 
afflict 1/mena ; ſo that all theſe Conſiderations 
joined together drew Sighs from his Heart, 
and Tears from his Eyes. 


As it was too early to think of viſiting Miſs 
Dallon, he returned home ; and being told 
that I was got out of Bed, came into my 
Chamber, but with a Countenance ſo chang - 
ed that I imagined he was very ill, or had 
heard ſome diſagreeable News ; which made 
me aſk him very abruptly what was the Mat- 
ter, and what had obliged him to go abroad 
ſo early: I have ſo many Things to tell you, 
my dear Count, anſwered he in a melanchol- 
ly Tone, that I don't know how to explain 
myſelf; I could with you were ignorant of 
them, and yet I think it is neceſſary that you 
know them; would to God I could af- 
ford a Remedy to the Evil. In ſhort, I am 
under a Perplexity which no Words can ex- 


preſs, 


Trrs Diſcourſe made me ſhake from Head 
to Foot, and I begged he would keep me 
no longer in Suſpenſe. You love Silvia, re- 
plied he, you aſked her in Marriage from Dal- 


lm, The Miſtery you made of your Love, 
and 
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and the Error I was under as well as you that " 
ſhe was his Niece, giving me Ground to hope 3 
that nothing would oppoſe my Wiſhes, I 
made no Attempt to withſtand the Power of | h 
her Charms ; and finding in this Marriage - 
the Satisfaction of my Heart, and the Increaſe B 


of my Fortune, I made a Propoſal Yeſterday 
to Dallon the fame with yours, which met 5 
with no better Reception than your Requeſt 
to him on the fame Subject. I own that the ſt 
Obſcurity of Silvia's Birth gave me great 
Concern ; but leſs amorous than you, and 
unwilling to engage myſelf in a Marriage MW % 
neither ſuitable to my Quality nor Intereſt, I 
reſolved to deſiſt in your Favour ; ſince, not- 
withſtanding the Knowledge of Silvia's Miſ- Pr 
fortune, you {till loved her; and to turn my 
Thoughts towards Iſmena, who though not 
fo charming as her Friend, has ſuch internal 
Accompliſhments as render her amiable, and ha 


whoſe Fortune, Silvia being no longer Dal- £ 
lan's Niece, will render mine opulent and ha 
ſplendid. ; w 

5 an 

In this Thought I went to find [ſmena, he 

to whom I declared my Sentiments, and had Tt 
the Pleaſure of finding that ſhe had no Aver- H 
ſion to my Perſon ; but that penerated with WA 
the Fate of her dear Silvia ſhe could he 
reliſh no Happineſs while her Friend was TD 
wretched. | | ſh, 
| ha 

HicnLy charmed with her generous Sen- to 
timents, I went out this Morning with a Re- he 
ſolution to declare my Intentions to Dallon, Ce 


with 
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with regard to his Daughter, and to make it 
one of my Conditions, that in Conſideration 


of this Marriage his Daughter and I ſhould 


have the Diſpoſal of Silvia; but the barbar- 
ous Man has carried her off this Morning by 
Break of Day, and no body knows where he 
is to conduct her. | 


O!] Heavens! cried I, Silvia gone, and 
ſhall I no more ſee her! a gloomy Silence 
ſucceeding to this Exclamation, I appeared 

like one who had loſt his Judgment and was 

quite ſtupified. The Marquis did not employ 
his Eloquence to comfort me, but propoſed 

Means to find out the Place of her Retreat, 


proteſting that he would aſſiſt me with all his 


Power to make this Diſcovery. 


Tris Manner of entering into my Grief 
had more Influence, and produced a better 
Effect than all the reaſoning that he could 
have employed. I aſked him if Miſs Dallon 
was not informed of her Father's Deſign ; 
and upon his anſwering that he had not ſeen 


her, it being too early to demand Admittance, 


I begged he would go along with me to her 
Houſe, which he readily agreed to; and we 
were upon our Arrival ako introduced into 
her Apartment, where we found her all in 
Tears; and conducting us into her Cloſet, 
ſhe informed us with what Cruelty her Father 
had carried off Silvia, without her being able 
to prevail with him to name the Place where 


he deſigned to put her; and continuing her 


Complaints addreſſed to me, We ſhall fee 
Vol, I. | K this 
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this charming Girl no more, faid ſhe, and it 1 
is no doubt to bid you an eternal Adieu that | 
ſhe has wrote you this Letter, which I took FP 
haftily out of her Hand, and found it con- 1 
tained the fellowing Words. nr 

3 I « 
FFV 00 
To the Couut De Saluce. a 

AM ſcarce allowed Time to. affure you 1 

that 1 ſhall not, while I live, forget your 8 
generous Propoſals; it would perhaps be ne- F. 
ceſſary for my Quiet that I ſhould loſe the | F. 
Remembrance of them, but Gratitude is h 
dearer to me than my Tranquillity ; and to b 
give you the only Proofs that are in my * 
Power, be aſſured that to the laſt Moments 1.8 
of my Life you ſhall be the only Worldly 15 
Object of my Thoughts; and that ſince I did Fd 
not deſerve the glorious Title of your Spouſe, ” 
no Mortal ſhall have that of Huſband to the uy 
unfortunate - | .» 
SILVIA. 11 

ſt 

h: 


No, no, cried I after reading, either I 
muſt find hers or die; and then addrefling 33 
myſelf to Iſnena; Pardon, Madam, the 5 
Tranſports of a Man in Deſpair, were not 


Dallon your Father, nothing ſnould fave him lit 
from my juſt Fury ; but my Reſpect for you, h 


and Friendſhip for my Couſin, prevent the 
Effects of it. My dear Dantin, added I, let al 
| b; not 5g 
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not my Grief bring any Obſtacle to your 


Happineſs, enjoy in Peace the Pleaſure of 
poſſeſſing what you love; as for me, to whom 
Life is become odious after the Loſs of Siluia, 
I will go and wander from Province to Pro- 
vince, viſit every Cloyſter, and if, after all, 
I cannot diſcover where her cruel Tyrant has 
ſhut her up, you ſhall never ſee me more, 
upon which I got up to be gone; but //mena 
ſtopping me, No, ſaid ſhe, you ſhall not go 
without the Marquis, If your Paſſion makes 
it impoſſible for you to live without Silvia, 
my Friendſhip and Affection forbid me to en- 
joy Felicities in which ſhe does not ſhare. 
I am the only Cauſe of her Misfortune, My 
Father jealous that her Beauty would conquer 
thoſe who might come to make their Addreſ- 
ſes to me, by an inconceivable Weakneſs, 
rendering her anfwerable for what Nature has 
not thought fit to beſtow upon me, inhuman- 
ly ſacrifices her to my Defects; it is there- 
fore my Bufineſs to let him know the Injuſ- 
tice of. his Procedure, and ſince he believes 
| phat Silvia's Preſence hindered my Eſtabliſh- 
ment, we mult let him ſee that her Abſence 
is ſtill more prejudicial, by forcing me to 


ſtand out againſt what would make me 


happy. 


I dare not flatter myſelf that the Marquis 
Dantin can þe truly touched with one of ſo 
little Merit as I can pretend to; but whatever 
may be in that, I ſhall not deny butthat his 
has made ſome Impreſſion upon my Heart 
and that if I cannot ſhare with kim tbe large 
8 K a b Fortune 


: 
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Fortune to which I am intitled, none other 
ſhall have a Right to it by a Marriage with 
me ; and yet, notwithſtanding my Inclina- 
tion, and the Hopes with which he flattered 
me Yeſterday, I make no Difficulty of de- 
claring to him that I will never conſent to 
be his Wife, until I ſee Silvia Counteſs of 
Saluce, and that he has aſſiſted you to find 
her out, It is not in your Preſence alone 
that I make this Declaration, my Father ſhall 
no ſooner be returned than he ſhall be in- 
formed of my Sentiments, and of the Reſo- 
lution J have taken to retire into a Convent 

the reſt of my Days, unleſs he reſtores to me 
a Friend whoſe Society I prefer to the moſt 
brilliant Fortune, 


* 


IT is not eaſy to expreſs the Admiration 


which ſuch Sentiments raiſed in the Marquis 
and me, I found ſuch an Eaſe to my Grief 
that I could hearken to Reaſon, and Dantin 
was ſo penetrated with them, that the Mo- 
tive of Intereſt, which had at firſt influenced 
him to think of her, was converted into 
Efteem, and even as violent a Paſſion as it 
Beauty had kindled the Flame. 


HE threw himſelf at her Feet, and, by the 
moſt tender Proteſtations, convinced her that 
without doing him the greateſt Injuſtice, ſhe 
could not doubt of the Sincerity of his Senti- 
ments, but he conjured her at the ſame time 
not to think of retiring, and to permit him to 


wait for her Father's Return, repreſenting 


- to her that fince the Dread alone of ſeeing 
Silvia 


1 ws fend le, fad Po 


; 
1 
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Silvia preferred, had foreed him to baniſh 
her from his Houſe, it was to be preſumed 
ſhe would give him no mere Umbrage when 
he had a Son-in-law, and that he would not 
refuſe to bring her back, or to inform them 
of the Convent into which he had put 


her. 4 


THr1s Reaſoning was juſt, and too agree- 
able to //mena's Deſires to contradict it: even 
I approved of it; but the Agitation of my 
Mind not permitting me to remain at Lyons a 
peaceable Spectator of Dallon's Reſolutions, 
I begged they would permit me to viſit all 
the Cloyſters in and about Lyons, while they 
en their Parts were uſing their beſt Endea- 10 
vours for our common Satisfaction; adding, ohh 
that this Occupation was alone capable to i 
diſſipate the gloomy Ideas with which I was 7/0 
tormented ; that the Hopes of finding Silvia, | 1 
or to learn News of her from them at my Ra- With 
turn, would prevent my ſinking under the it 
Load of my Grief ; that I would very ſoon - 179 


rejoin them, but that it was impoſſible for r 
me' to live under the Trouble and Perplexity | il | 
into which this Event had plunged me. i [ 


Iſmena and Dantin attempted in vain to 
retain me, all their Reaſons ſerving only to 

_ exaſperate my Deſpair, they judged that it 
was better to give me my own way, than to 1 
expoſe me to ſee Dal/-» in the preſent Height lit 
of my Fury ; and that, not knowing when 
he would return, it was more adviſeable 
to let me indulge my Impatience, than to 
3 make 
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make me languiſh under Expectation. I pro- 
miſed to inform them exactly of all the Steps 
J made, and to give them Directions from 
place to place how to write to me; on their 
Part they promiſed to inform me exactly of 
what paſſed between Dallon and them; and 
that not doubting of the Succeſs of their 
Deſign, they were perſuaded that they ſhould 
ſoon call me back to be united to Silvia; af- 
ter which my Couſin and I embraced each 


other, and the generous {/mena could not ſee 


our Separation without ſhedding Tears, 


As I intended to be gone that very Day, 
Dantin accompanied me to our Lodgings, and 
having feen me on Horſeback returned to 


Miſs Dallon, to whom his Heart was intirely 


attached. I was accompanied by two of my 
_ Servants ; and flattering myſelf that my Miſ- 
treſs had not been carried out of the Province, 
J made the whole Tour of it, ordering my 
People to go one Way while I went myſelf 
another, and viſited with great Exactneſs all 
the Convents and Communities, demanding 
Silvia of all the Abbeſſes and Prioreſſes of 
theſe holy Retreats, without receiving any 
Satisfaction, none of them knowing ſo much 
as her Name. c 


TRAkskE fruitleſs Inquiries put me into fuch 
a terrible Deſpair that I reſolved to viſit the 
neighbouring Provinces before I returned to 
Lyons, I had written ſeveral Letters to the 


Marquis Dantin, and this faithful Friend had 
punCtually anſwered them; and as his laſt. 


Letter 
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Letter informed me that Dallon was returned, 
that he was to ſee him next Day, and that he 
had conducted Silvia to a Convent in Au- 
vergne, | refolved directly to go there, 


NEeveRTHELEsS Dallon, very well ſatiſ- 


fied with his Journey, and believing that he 


would hear no more of her whom he looked 


upon as an Obſtacle to his Daughter's Eſtab- 


liſhment, returned home with a Reſolution to 
ſpare nothing to make her a Counteſs or a 
Marchioneſs. Miſs Dallon received him with 
Reſpect, but did not expreſs ſo much Joy 


upon his Arrival as he could have wiſhed ; 
and being perſuaded that Silvia's Charms gave 


her Jealouſy, he magnified the pretended Ser- 
vice he had done, in ridding her of fo dan- 


gerous a Rival; and, with a View to render 


her ſtill more terrible, he recounted all that 
had paſſed between us and him; but /mena, 


to whom the Marquis had confeſſed the Incli- 
nation he had felt for that beautiful Maid, and 


had concerted with her what ſhe had to 
ſay, appeared to be unconcerned at this Ar- 
tifice, I never envied Silvia's Charms, an- 


ſwered ſhe, I was always the firſt to admire 


the Graces with which Nature has favoured 
her, and I ſhould look upon it as a Crime in 
me to be offended at the Juftice which is 
done to her Merit, it is affronting the Author 
of our Being, and demeaning ourſelyes, not 


to eſteem his Workmanſhip, whatever it may 


be, and to be jealous of Perfections which he 


has not thought fit to. beſtow upon us. As 
lor me, who found in Silvia's Friendſhip, a 


ſweet 
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| ſweet Conſolation for the Charms which 
Heaven has refuſed me, I regret much more 


the Loſs of her Preſence, than Perfections 


that depend not upon our own Wills: It 
ſeemed to me that the Pleaſure of being loved 
by her lent me Graces ; and I find myſelf ſo 
diſagreeable, even in my own Eyes, ſince 
you dragged her from me, that I am aſhamed 
to appear; and therefore, Sir, continued 
ſhe, be not ſurpriſed if I dare make it my 
Requeſt to you that I may have Permiſſion 
to retire into a Convent the reſt of my Days, 
and that a Veil may for ever conceal an Ugli- 
neſs which has made you commit the higheſt 
Injuſtice. ; . 


Tax Marquis Dantin loves me, and is to 
ſollicit you to accept of him as a Son- in-law ; 
but though his Demand does me Honour, 
and that I have no Repugnance to his Per- 
ſon, I earneſtly intreat of you to refuſe him, 


having formed a firm Reſolution to be a2 


Nun. 3 


Tux Merchant's Aſtoniſhment at this Diſ- 
courſe was extreme, and not being able to 
believe either the Marquiſs's Love, or that 
his Daughter would retire from the World, 
he anſwered her with a ſtern Authority, that 


he was Maſter of her Deſtiny, and that he 


knew very well how to make her obey at a 
proper Occaſion ; that as for Dantin, when 
he ſpoke to him he would make him a proper 
Anſwer, but that if he had changed his Sen- 
timent, it only fortified him in the Idea which 


he 


* 


he formerly had, that Silvia would have kept 
back thoſe who might have deſired his Alli- 
ance, ſince the Marquis, upon not ſeeing her 
any more, had taken another Reſolution, and 
therefore he laid ſtrict Commands upon her to 
mentjon that Girl no more to him. 


Iſmena, ſatisfied with having made a bold 
Puſh, retired without anſwering, and went 
to wait in her Apartment the Reſult of the 


Converſation which the Marquis was to have 


with her Father. In Effect, this Cavalier, 
v by his Love for IJſnena, and by his 
riendſhip for me, entered almoſt the Mo- 


ment ſhe retired, and when the firſt Civilities 


had permitted him to ſpeak freely, looking at 
Dallon with a ſmiling Countenance, you are 
no doubt aſtoniſhed, ſaid he, to ſee me {till at 
Lyons, and I believe you will be ſtill more ſo, 
when you ſhall know that Love detains me, 
and that Miſs Dallon is the Object of my 
Wiſhes. My Daughter! interrupted the Mer- 
chant with Surpriſe ; did not you tell me that 
you loved Silvia? I have ſtill for that charm- 
ing Girl, anſwered he, a perfect Eſteem, but 
no more Love ; I have facrificed it in Favour 
of my Coufin, with whom my Friendſhip 
will not allow me to have any Diſpute, the 
Violence of his Paſſion making me judge that 
it was not fo eaſily to be governed as mine, 
my Wiſhes are turned towards the lovely I/ 
mena ; her Virtue, Wit, and amiable Cha- 
rater, have kindled a Flame in my Heart 
which will never be extinguiſhed, In one 
Word, I com̃e to aſk her of you in Mar- 


riage 3 
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riage; I am my own Mafter, and can diſ- 
poſe of a tolerable Fortune, and tho' not ſo 
_ - conſiderable as yours, I flatter my ſelf that the 

Name which I bear will make amends for the 
Defect of Riches. The Joy of Dallon was 
inconceivable ; he knew the Marquis's Fa- 
mily, and that he could not make a better 
Choice ; beſides the Ambition he had of 
giving his Daughter a grand Title, the Mar- 
quisDantin was preferable, he thought, to me, 
becauſe my Father had conſiderably diminiſhed 
the Inheritance, by Settlements on his ſecond 
Wife. All theſe Reaſons determining him 


directly, he embraced the Marquis, returned 


him Thanks for the Honour he did him, and 
promiſed that this Marriage ſhould beno longer 
delayed than the neceſſary Formalities which 
are indiſpenſable on ſuch Occaſions, required, 
and to begin with giving him Proofs of his 
Satisfaction, he conducted him to ſmena's 
Apartment, whom he ordered to look upon 


him as a Man who was in a very few Days to 


be her Huſband. 


Miss Dallon ſaluted them with an Air of 
Coldneſs, and looking at her Father with 
Eyes that expreſſed the melancholy Situation 
of her Mind; Iam ſorry, Sir, ſaid ſhe, that 
you expoſe the Marquis to a Refuſal from 
ſuch a Perſon as me. I told you already the 
Deſign I had taken: I have the moſt ſincere 


Eſteem for him, and if I had a Choice to 


make, he ſhould be the Man ; but I am re- 


ſolved not to marry, being too unlucky in the 


Attachments of my Heart to give way * 
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I loved Silvia, and you have barbarou ſly taken 
her from me; I ſhall have no ſooner given 
way to my Inclination for the Marquis, than 
you'll find Pretences to break the Ties that you 
have your ſelf formed : My Reſolution is un- 


moveable, and ſince it is impoſſible to pre- 


vail with you to reſtore to me my Friend, 


that my Tears and Prayers have had no Influ- 


ence upon your Heart, don't take it amiſs 
that your Orders have none upon mine. 


Dallon was preparing to anſwer, but was 
prevented by the Marquis: The conſtant 
Friendſhip, ſaid he, which you preſerve for 


Silvia, is to me too favourable an Omen of 


your Fidelity to a Huſband, to condemn it; 
and if nothing is wanting but her Preſence to 


ingage you to render me happy, I can not al- 


low my ſelf to think that your Father will be 
ſo much my Enemy as to refuſe to bring her 
back: But, faid Dallon, mad with Anger, 


what Buſineſs has that Girl with your Mar- 


riage? Am I obliged to take care all my Life 
of a Perſon who is nothing to me, and have I 
not done enough for her? No, replied //- 
mena, throwing herſelf at his Feet, the firſt 


Favour I aſked you, was, that you would 


not deprive me of my Friend, and I again 


renew it on my Knees ; but if you refuſe 
it, don't hope that the Marquis Dantin, or 


any other ſhall ever be Iſmena's Huſband, 


Dantin 
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Daztm joining with her, begged that he 


would not put a ſtop to his Happineſs upon ſo 
frivolous an Account, promiſing that Silvia 
ſhould be no more a Burthen upon him ; that 


he would take care of her, and even reim- 
burſe what ſhe had coſt him, if he inſiſted: 


upon it ; giving him to underſtand plainly e- 


nough that, notwithſtanding all his Love for 
Iſnena, he would not conſent to her being 


forced to give him her Hand; that he wiſhed 
to owe the Gift to herſelf, and that her Obe- 
dience might not claſh with, her Inclination. 


Dallon made new Efforts to be exempted from 


what was required of him, being {till appre- 
henſive that Silvia's Return might re- kindle 
the Marquis's Flame, but finding that neither 


the one nor the other would liſten to his Rea- 


- ſons, and that he ran the riſk of loſing an il- 
luſtrious Match for his Daughter, he at laſt 
yielded, and promiſed that their Contract 
ſhould be no ſooner ſigned, than he would 
give orders to have Silvia ſent back to him. 


Iſnena charmed that her innocent Stratagem 
had ſucceeded, returned her Father a thou- 


ſand Thanks, and aſſured him of her Obe- 


dience. The Marquis, who inclined that the 
Effect of his Promiſe ſhould not be retarded, 
intreated him to ſend for his Notary, which 
he accordingly did: The Articles were drawn 
out without Difficulty on either Side, and in 

the Evening the Parties concerned ſigned the 


Contract with an equal Satisfaction, which 


was ſcarce terminated when Dantin made 
Dallon take Pen in Hand to execute his Pro- 
. e miſe; 
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miſe; both Iſmena and he declaring that the 
Ceremony of their Marriage ſhould not be 
performed but in Preſence of Silvia. As the 
N was now tied, and that he ſaw no 
more Danger of her carrying off Sons- in-law, 
he did not require much Intreaty, the rather, 
becauſe he had cauſed to be inſerted in the 
Contract, that /#:ena and the Marquis ſhould 
take charge of this unknown Girl, and ſhould 
diſpoſe of her as they thought proper. 


Tux Letter was diſpatched, and the Mar- 
quis learning by it the Convent into which 
Dallon had put her, wrote that Moment to 
inform me where ſhe was, and of every Thing 
that had paſſed. It was then that //mena and 

he abandoned themſelves to the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing, loving, and telling reciprocally their 
tender Sentiments without Interruptioa : But 
While they believed that the End of every 
Day approached them to that of their Hap» 
pineſs, ſtrange Things were paſſing in Au- 
vergne, and having no Anſwer from me, nor 
from the Convent, they became uneaſy. / 
mena had wrote a moſt affectionate ; Letter 
to her Friend, intreating her to come, and 
ſhare in her Fortune and Happineſs, but got 
no Return; this Silence alarmed them, and 
tho' Dallon preſſed them to conclude their 
Marriage, they delayed it a Month longer, 
hoping that I would return to Lyons, In fine, 
Dallon, who concealed the News he had re- 
ceived, for Fear of afflicting them, wearied 
with their Delays, ſhewed them a Letter 
Vol. I. L from 
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from his Kindſwoman the Prioreſs, bywhich ſhe 
informed him of Silvia's having periſhed in a 
terrible Fire that had conſumed the Convent, 
and which had raged in ſo cruel a Manner 
that the greateſt Part of her Nuns had been 
' burnt, the whole Building almoſt deſtroyed, 

and ſhe herſelf obliged to ſeek a Sanctuary in 
a Convent of Saint Flour, from whence ſhe 
wrote him. | 


*T1s impoſſible to imagine the Grief of 
Iſnena and the Marquis, and judging that I 
muſt have been informed of this fatal Acci- 
dent, fince they did not hear from me; Dane 
tin reſolved to go in Queſt of me, but as it 
was no longer poſſible to elude a Marriage 
which they all defired with an equal Ardour, 
and that Dallon would not have allowed him 
to go without Solemnizing it, the Cere- 
mony was performed ſome Days after this 
melancholy News, without any Pompor Mag- 
nificenoe. Iſmena being inconſolable and the 
Marquiſs's Satisfaction not at all perfect, by 
the Trouble into which the Abſence of a 
Man, whom he looked upon as a ſecond Self, 


and the Melancholy of his Spouſe gave him; 
he conſented without Difficulty to her Intrea- 


ties for his going to Auvergne and enquiring 


himſelf if it was true that Silvia had really 4 


ned, and what was become of me, 


WIILE the News of Silvia's Death Bled 3 
with Grief and Mourning the Hearts of thoſe 
who intereſted themſelves in her Fate, while 
Madam Dantin paſſed the Days and Nights 

| in 
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in regreting her; and the Marquis was in 
Queſt of me to prevent the Effects of my 
Deſpair, and while I was ſeeking every where 
the Object of my Wiſhes, the charming Silvia 


had eſcaped the Danger, but not without great 
Trouble. 


Tuo' ſhe had entered the Convent with 
leſs Pain than ſhe immagined to herſelf, and 
that the firſt Days of her Retreat ſeemed to 
promiſe her an abſolute Detachment from the 
World, they were no ſooner over, and the 
alluring Officiouſneſs which the Nuns affect 
for new Comers was ſcarce ceaſed, than, as 
it were come to herſelf again, ſhe perceived 
that all her Courage was only a kind of 
Stunning occaſioned by her Misfortune, and 
not the Effect of a ſolid and durable Reſolu- 
tion. The ſweet Society of an affectionate 
Friend; the Eaſe and Plenty which ſhe but 
juſt left, the Liberty which ſhe enjoyed, 
and above all my Image which ſhe could not 
raze out of her Heart, attacked her with 
ſuch reunited Force that all her Reaſon could 


5 not obtain the Victory. The Cloiſter then 


appeared the moſt terrible of all her Miſ- 
fortunes; her Piety was even terrified with 
the Danger of coming under Vows in the 
preſent State of her Mind, conſumed with 
a Paſſion which Obſticles only increaſed, 
tormented with the Miſtery of her Birth, and 
ſenſibly piqued to be under the Neceſſity _ 


receiving Aſſiſtance from a Stranger, ſhe found 


herſelf ſo remote from the eminent Virtue 
which a Soul Devoted to Heaven ought to 
L 2 1 
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poſſeſs, that ſhe could not but tremble at the 
Thoughts of an involuntary Choice. 


THnxsx melancholy Reflections were not 
the only Subjects of her Diſtaſte to the reli- 
glous Life, other Motives joined to diſturb 
her Vocation. She knew that the whole Con- 
vent was informed of the Misfortune attending 
der Birth, and perceived with Grief that, 


notwithſtanding her Talents, they did not 


regard her as they did thoſe who brought a 
Portion : But what touched her moſt was to 
learn from the Prioreſs that Dallon had ſettled 
nothing upon her by way of Penſion, and that 
it {till depended upon his Pleaſure to abandon 
her intirely. This hard-heartedneſs, after ha- 
ving_brought her up and flattered her with 
Hopes jo different, determined her to declare 


that ſhe would not be a Nun, and that the 
Merchant being nothing to her, and doing no- 


thing for her, it was not in his Power to con- 

fine her in that Houſe rather than another, 
and that if he pretended ſhe ſhould remain in 
it, he muſt make good his Promiſe, in ſettling 


a Penſion upon her. The Prioreſs, who had 


agreed in private with him for a ſmall Sum 
once paid, and who had already received it, 
anſwered in a ſcornful Manner, that it was 
ſurprizing a Girl without Name, without 
Relations, or even a Place of Abode, ſhould 
pretend to give Laws to thoſe who had the 
Charity to bring her ſrom nothing to a happy 
Situation, and therefore commanded her in a 
haughty and imperious Manner, to ſubmit 
with a good Grace to her Deſtiny ; threat- 
| | | ning 
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ning to tranſport her to a Community leſs 
honourable than hers if ſhe made the. leaft 
Reſiſtance to what was required of her. Sil- 
via was extremely mild and patient, but ſhe 
had a noble Soul, and juſtly offended at ſuch 
a Diſcourſe : No Body knows better than I, 
ſaid ſhe looking at her with an Air of Con- 
fidence, -the meanneſs of the Sacrifice which 
I ſhould offer to God in devoting myſelf to 
his Service, and the firſt Reaſon that diſſuades 
me is that I don't think myſelf worthy, but 
if my Virtue is not ſufficient for fo grand an 
Action, it is however too pure to be thus 
reviled, and retiring the Moment ſhe had pro- 
nounced theſe Words, ſhe left the Prioreſs 
as much ſurpriſed at her Reſolution, as per- 
plexed how to keep her, having engaged her- 
ſelf to return the Money ſhe had received, if 
ſhe refuſed to take the Vail. | | 


WulLE this Lady was projecting how to 
force her, Silvia gave herſelf intirely up to 
Grief. The Horror of her Situation preſented 
itſelf in ſo lively a Manner to her Mind, that 
ſhe was more than once tempted to write to 
the Count, and to have Recourſe to his Love 
for her Liberty: But ſoon condemning this 
Thought as a thing contrary to the Strictneſs 
of Modeſty, it made her bluſh, and fortify- 
ing herſelf in the Reſolution ſhe had taken 
to keep him ignorant of her Fate, and to 
die rather than to yield to the impulſe of her 
Inclination, ſhe turned her whole Thoughts 


towards the Almighty, who can alone ſubdue 


the greateſt Obſtacles, and protect the wretch- 
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ed; and as her Averſion to the monaſtick 
Life did not hinder her from being really 
pious, ſhe remitted to his providence the Di- 
rection of her Deſtiny, This reſignation 
calmed the Agitations of her Mind, and per- 
ſuaded that Heaven would not abandon her, 
and would be a Light to her in the midſt 
of ſo many Obſcurities, ſhe expected from 
its goodneſs what her Virtue would not ſuffer 
her to expect from Men. She was in theſe 
commendable Sentiments when one Night 
that the whole Community was in a profound 
Sleep, and that her 'Thoughts kept her alone 
awake, ſhe faw all her Cell in a Flame, 


Wuar ever Indifference Misfortunes may 
give us for Life, it always becomes dear to 
us at the Approaches of Danger, and the Per- 
ſon who in the Height of his Miſery, looks 
upon Death as an Advantage, has it no ſooner 
before his Eyes, than he looks upon it as the 
moſt terrible of his Misfortunes, and ſeeks to 
avoid it with far greater Haſte than he deſized 
it. The charming Silvia experienced this 
Truth. Frightened at the Sight of the Flames 
with which her Chamber ſeemed to be ſur- 
rounded, ſhe quickly put her Arms into a 
looſe Gown, opened her Door, croſſed a 
Gallery, which the Fire had already reached, 
and made her Efcape into the Garden, whers 
ſhe was ſcarce got when ſhe heard the loud 
Shrieks of the Nuns who confounded with 
this fatal Accident were running up and down 
without knowing what they did, ſome of 
them in their Smocks and others of _ 
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half dreſſed. The Night was extremely dark, 
and theſe unfortunate Women were only di- 
rected by the Flames that conſumed their 
Houſe. Silvuia's Cell was the firſt burnt; 
and the Wind, extremely boiſterous, favour- 
ing the Impetuoſity of the Fire, it ſoon reach- 
ed every Part of the Building, and preſented 
a moſt horrid Spectacle; penetrated with a ſin- 
cere Compaſſion, ſhe was imploring the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Heaven for ſo many wretched Creatures 
ready to periſh, when ſhe heard Perſons run- 
ning towards the Graden Gate which opened 
to the Fields, and judging by the Alarme 
Bel! that the Prioreſs had ordered all the Gates 
of the Convent to be opened, to let thoſe 
enter who came to give Aſſiſtance; puſhed 
by ſome unknown Motive, ſhe reſolved to 
take this Opportunity to make her Eſcape, 
and perceiving ſeveral People going out at 
that Door, ſhe followed the Croud, and withe 
out thinking what was to become of her, 
nor where ſhe directed her Steps, ſhe walked 
the greateſt Part of the Night without ſtop- 
ping. Fear gave her Strength, and ſhe thought 
ſhe could not retire too far from this Melan- 
choly Abode. The Cries of its Inhavitants, 
and the throwing down Part of the Build- 
ing to fave the reſt, reſounded in ſuch a 
terrible Manner that her Ears were ſtruck 
with it all the Time that ſhe was running from 


it, which made her ſo haſten her Pace that 


at the Break of Day ſhe found herſelf in the 
Suburbs of the Town of Saint Flour. As ſhe 
entered, a Siſter of the Hoſpital was opening 
the Gate of that Sanctuary for the Sick, 

i Silvia 
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Silvia perceived her, and being very much 

fatigued went up to her and begged that ſhe 
would allow her to repoſe ſome Hours in 


the Houſe. 


Tux Youth and Beauty of our Fugitive 
as well as her Dreſs ſo ſurprized the good 
Siſter, that ſhe looked at her a confiderable 
Time without anſwering, but perceiving that 

ſhe was uneaſie and much caſt down, ſhe at 
laſt began to ſpeak with an Air of Sweet- 
neſs ; don't imagine ſaid ſhe, taking her by 
the Hand and conducting her into the Houſe, 
that I heffitate to grant your Requeſt ; the 
Aſtoniſhment under which I am to ſee, at ſuch 
an Hour and in ſuch a Condition, a Perfon 
of your Appearance is the only Cauſe of my 
Silence; ſome great Misfortune muſt have 
happened that makes you expoſe yourſelf in 


this Manner. 


Ir is true, anſwered Silvia ſhedding Tears, 
that none is more to be pitied than I, The 
charitable Siſter, moved with theſe few 
Words, gently ſqueezed her Hand, con- 
ducted her to her Chamber, and obſerving 
that ſhe could ſcarce ſupport herſelf, made 
her lie down in her Bed; and having left her 
a Moment, returned with a Poringer of 
Broth, and afterwards embracing her tender- 
ly: My dear Child, faid ſhe, take the Reft 
that is neceſſary for you, endeavour to forget 
what may diſturb it, you are here in Safety, 
no Mortal can interrupt you ; I will go and 


do the Duties of my Imployment, and will 
ME come 


come back ſome Hours hence to know how 


fidence in me, I ſha)l perhaps find a Reme- 
dy for what afflicts you; God takes many 
Ways, my Child, to give us Proofs of his 
Providence; give yourſelf intirely up to him, 
and conſider that there are no Misfortunes 
from which he cannot extricate us, when we 
palace our Confidence in him. 


AFTER this wiſe and pious Exhortation 
ſhe ſhut the Bed and Window Curtains, went 
out ſoftly, and left her at Liberty. The 
lovely Silvia who made had her Tears expreſs 
her Gratitude to her charitable Benefactrix, 


was no ſooner alone than ſhe returned Thanks 


to Heaven for her having fallen into ſo good 
Hands, judging that it was neceſſary to con- 
ceal nothing of her Situation, ſhe reſolved to 
inform her fully of it, and to act by her Ad- 
vice : In this Thought, and perceiving her 


Mind leſs diſturded, ſhe compoſed herſelf to ; 


Sleep. 


GREATLY fatigued with having paſſed ſo 


many bad Nights, and particularly the laſt, 
it was late before ſhe awoke. The compaſ- 
ſionate Nun had come ſeveral Times to make 
her take ſome Nouriſhment, and having al- 
ways found her aſleep, ſhe waited patiently 


till ſhe ſhould open her Eyes, extremely cu- 


rious to know by what ſtrange Adventure a 
Girl ſo charming had been reduced to the 
Neceſſity of aſking Sanctuary from her. She 


was under this Anxiety when Silvia awoke, 
: who 
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who percciving her at the Bedſide, began to 
| expreſs her Gratitude for her generous Care, 


begging ſhe would continue her Goodneſs by 
affiſting her with her Advice. 


TRE charitable Siſter, dazzled: with the 
Beauty which Reſt had reſtored to this charm- 
ing Girl, and prepoſſeſſed with a Friendſhip 
which it was impoſſible to refuſe her, aſſured 
her that ſhe would not limit her Attentions 
to fimple Advices, but that ſhe might depend 
upon her Service in every Reſpect as a Mo- 
ther, conjuring her to inform her of her 
Misfortunes, and to fear nothing from her 
Indiſcretion. 


CAanDoUR and Sincerity were ſo viſibly 
painted in her Countenance, that S:z/via not 
in the leaſt miſtruſtful, faithfully related her 
Misfortune, concealing nothing of her Ad- 
ventures, except what regarded me, whoſe 
Name ſhe did not ſo much as mention. You 
ſee, Madam, continued ſhe, of what Con- 
ſequence it is to me to be well adviſed, With- 
out Parents, without Protection, I know that 
the Convent is what is moſt proper for me ; 
and tho? I have no Inclination to be ſhut up in 
a Cloiſter, I make no doubt but my Reaſon 
would get the better of my Averſion, if I 
could be admitted as others ; but having no 
Portion to offer, what Houſe would receive 
me? To return from whence I came there 
is no Likelihood, after the abuſive Threats of 
the Mother Prioreſs, and the little Satisfaction 
I had while in that Convent. * f 
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Ir would be equally ridiculous to have Re- 
courſe to Dallon in my Misfortune, ſince it is 
but too viſible that he only wanted to get rid of 
me, without troubling his Head what might be 
my Fate afterwards, and that he would do no 
more on this Occaſion than on the firſt. I 
am perſwaded that Iſmena his Daughter 
would not abandon me, were I to make my 
Caſe known to her; but I confeſs that 
I cannot think of returning to Lyons, after 
what has happened. Beſides, my Friend is 
not yet her own Miſtreſs ; and if her Father 
came to know that ſhe aſſiſted me, or diſco» 
vered my Retreat, he would perhaps employ 
Force to get me out of the Way. 


No, my dear Child, anſwered the good 
Siſter, you muſt neither return to your Con- 
vent, nor ſeek Aſſiſtance from any Perſon 
concerned in Dallon. Suppoſe you had an 
Inclination to return to the Convent, you 
could not be received, for we have juſt now 
had Accounts of the Fire which you mention. 
The Prioreſs and her Nuns are removed to 
St. Flour, ſome of them are with their Friends 
and others in the Convents of the Town. 
All the Lay-women and Boarders who were 
in the Convent, are ſpread up and down, 
and ſeveral of them 'periſhed in the Flames, 
and they believe you to be among the Num- 
ber of the dead by the Report that prevails of 
the Fire's beginning in the Cell of a young 
Poſtulante, in which ſhe was conſumed, be- 
fore the Nuns were alarmed, being the moſt 
Woh expoſed 
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. by the Proximity of that Chamber to 
the Bake-houſe where the Fire firſt began; 
and thereiore I believe it will be your Inte- 
reſt to take the Advantage of this Error, and 
to change your Name to prevent your being 
called upon by the Prioreſs, and to ſecure you 

againſt the 3 — of Dallon; if this be 
agreeable to you the next Thing I would pro- 
poſe is, to place you about a Lady, whoſe 
Piety, Rank, and Virtue, will be of greater 
Affilance to you than any Thing I can think 


of, 


TE Counteſs of Mirelle, added ſhe, 
which is this Lady's Name, is a Widow re- 
tired about a Month ſince to a Country Seat 
about two Leagues from this. Her Houſe is 
as regular and orderly as a Convent; no Pride 
no Oſtentation, nothing but what is agree- 
able to the ſtricteſt Decorum and Decency to 
be ſeen within her Gates, and her greateſt, 
nay her only Pleaſure is to affiſt the wretched ; 
ſhe only ſees her deceaſed Huſband's Rela- 
tions and a few particular Friends, but ſo ſel- 
dom that not to be intirely alone ſhe is re- 
| ſolved to ſeek out a proper Perſon for a Com- 
panion, on whom ſhe will beſtow her Friend- 
ſhip and a Share of her Fortune. As ſhe is a 
great Benefactrix to our Houſe, and that I 
am appointed to receive what ſhe is pleaſed to 
beſtow upon us, ſhe laid her Commands on 
me to look out for ſuch a Perſon as ſhe de- 
fires ; good Senſe and Virtue are what ſhe 
demands, reſerving to herſelf the Care of 


ny thing elle, 
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 HoweEeveR, as J imagine that one is ſtill 
more regarded when they can tell what they 
are, IJ am of Opinion that you muſt not ap- 
pear there as a Perſon unknown to yourſelf, 
and without aſſuming vain Titles, you are 
only to take that of Orphan of honeſt People, 
whom Fortune had deprived of the Means of | 
putting you in a Way to ſubfiſt after their | 
Death; by this Expedient we ſhall excite | 
Compaſſion, without being liable to be de- | 
ſpiſed; and I am confident that the Counteſs | 
will ſoon put you in a Condition to have no 
Occaſion for any body's Aſſiſtance. This is, | 
my dear Silvia the beſt Advice I can give J 
you; the Counteſs puts Confidence in me, E | 
will preſent you to her, and recommend you | 
- ſuch a Manner that you ſhall be fatiſ- 
ed, 


IIx is impoſſible to expreſs Silvias Joy | 
upon this Propoſal ; ſhe was fo tranſported | 
that ſhe claſped her Benefactrix in her Arms: 
Ah! Madam, faid ſhe, how ſenſible am I 
of the Effects of Providence, in the Care it 
has taken to conduct me here, and what 
Thanks do I not owe you ? My Child, an- 
ſwered ſhe returning her Careſſes, though 
Charity ſhould not prompt me to affiſt you, 
the Friendſhip I have for you would force 
me; your Youth and Beauty have prepoſ- 
ſeſſed me in your Favour, and the Dread of 
feeing you expoſed to greater Dangers than 
that which you have now eſcaped, made me 
at once think of preſerving you from them, 


<a r 


| 
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Perhaps the Averſion you have for the Mo- 
naſtic State proceeds from the Permiſſion of 
Heaven, which deprives you of the Means of 
being a Nun, with a Deſign to reftore you 
to your Parents. In fine, I have a Sort of 
Prophetic View of a thouſand ; Advantages 
that will redound to you from being with the 
Counteſs de Mirelle. I am to go to her 

Kouſe after To-morrow in a Coach which 
"ſhe ſends me, and you ſhall accompany 

me; ſo make e ae and e. EN 
tience. | | 555 


Silvia 1 ber Thanks, * — | they 
both agreed that ſhe ſhould give herſelf out 
for a Merchant's Daughter in the Neighbour- 
hood of Auvergne, who having failed, had left 
her without the leaſt Support, or Relations 
capable to aſſiſt her; that having no Mother, 
and not knowing what Courſe to take, ſhe 
bad formed a Deſign to be one of the Charity 
Siſters in the Hoſpital of Sr. Flour, to which 
Place ſhe had come with that Intention; 
and that having addreſſed berſelf to Siſtet St. 

Martha, the Name of her Benefactrix, ſhe 
had diſſuaded her from it, finding her too 
Weak and delicate for the Work. of that 
Houſe, and had deſtined her for the Countefs 
de Mirelle. Having thus concerted their 
Meaſures, Silvia en e ber Nam 
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tuary againſt Adverſities, and ve unknown 
to the Count de Saluce, did not deſire it lefs 
than her Benefactrix, the Picture which ſhe 
tue, and the Retirement in which ſhe lived, 


; of her Heart, that ſhe already formed a thou- 
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tad ſaved nothing from the Fire but the 
Gown which ſhe had upon her, cloathed her 
with the Garments of a Stranger who had 


died at the Hoſpital, and who had no other 


Reaſon for coming there but to be better taken 
Care of, and who at her Death had made her 
a Preſent of her Cloaths and Linnen, as an 
Acknowledgment of her Care and Services ; 
which put it in Sifter St. Martha's Power 
to equip the new Cali/ta in a genteel Man- 
ner, and to provide her with Neceſſaries. 


Tus charming Girl was at a Loſs to find 


Terms to acknowledge ſuch Generoſity; and 


the-Siſter on her Part racked her Invention 


to prove the Eſteem ſhe had conceived” for 
her. In fine, mutually charmed with one 


another, they paſſed: the two Days they hack 


to remain together with an equal Satiſ- 


faction. 


S1 T ER Sr. Martha perfwaded that ſhe 


eould not make the Counteſs de Mirelle a 
more acceptable Preſent, waited with Impa- 
tience the Moment of preſenting Caliſta to 


her; and ſhe on her Part, flattering herſeff 
that ſhe ſhould find about this Lady a Sanc- 


conſtantly repreſented to her of the Counteſs, 
the Encomiums which ſhe made on her Vir- 


appeared to agree ſo well. with the Situation 


M 2 1 


— 


ſand flattering Projects of Tranquility, hop- 
ing that 1 and Piety of Madeem 
die Mirelle, whom St. Martha repreſented 
Kill young and handſom, would bring her 
Reaſon to triumph over a Paſſion which could 
neyer be happy. | 


Tris Lady's Coach not having failed to 
come at the Hour appointed, they ſet out to- 
gether in it; and the Counteſs was no ſooner 
informed of its Arrival than ſhe advanced, 
according to Cuſtom, to receive St. Martha; 
but perceiving that ſhe was accompanied by a 
Perſon in a ſecular Habit, whoſe ſurprizing 
Beauty ſtruck her, ſhe abridged her uſual 
Civilities, and aſked her haſtily who this 
charming Perſon was. St. Martha, who had 
directly perceived her Admiration upon the 
Sight of Caliſta: It is, anſwered ſhe, Ma- 
dam, a Preſent which I take the Liberty to 
offer you. I ſhall not pretend to extol her 
external Charms, you ſee them, theſe are 
Advantages of which we ought to make ſo 
ſmall Account that I paſs them ſlightly over; 
but I can aſſure you that her Wit and Mo- 
deſty far ſurpaſs her Beauty. / 


_ AFTER which ſhe told her what Silvia 
and ſhe had concerted, and painted out her 
Situation in ſo lively Colours, that the Coun- 
teſs, whoſe Eyes were conſtantly fixed upon 
c her, and who was extremely moved, could 
| not reſtrain the Tears that forced their Way, 
| and came trickling down her Cheeks. 
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Tur kale Cal 54% tots * ce no leſs 
ae in accoſting her, and who by ſome 
unknown Power, which ſhe attributed'to her 
Timidity, felt herſelf penetrated with a Re- 
ſpect that no other Perſon had ever raifed'in 
her) perceiving how ſhe was moved at Siſter | 
$f. Martha's Bifcourte, threw herſelf at her 
Feet, and embracing her Knees with a Tranf- 
port: which it was not in her Power to re- 
ſtrain: Yes, Madam, ſaid ſhe, you fee be- 
fore you an unfortunate Creature, who comes 
to implore your Pity, and to beg Permiſſion 
to conſecrate all the Moments of her Li fe. to 
5 Service. 5 

> e foly Werds aeg nm thie 
nes which ſhe knew how to diffuſe in her 
moſt ſimple Actions, finiſhing the Conqueſt 
of Madam de Mirelles Heart: Oh! charm- 
ing Califta, anſwered ſhe claſping her in her 
Arms, what Heart could be ſo barbarous as 
to refuſe ſuch a Treaſure? For my Part, 1 
accept of it as a Gift from Heaven, and ſo- 
lemnly promiſe to uſe all my Endeavours to 
ere. it. 


Id pronouncing theſe Words ſhe eber 
her ſtill cloſer in her Arms, and gave her a 
thouſand tender Kiſſes. Caliſta received them 
with: Tranſport, Streams of Tears flowed 
from the Eyes of both, and they could not 
part. The good and pious Martha charmed 
to perceive this ſudden mutual Friendſhip, 
Which ſhe attributed to the Effects of a ſimpa- 
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- thetic Virtue, excited by the Conformity of 
their. good and chaſt Inclinations, bleſſed, in 

ſecret, the T with which ' ſhe had 

been inſpired, and mingled Tears of Joy 

with theirs, for having ie. well fucceeded in 

her Deſign. 


F  Mapan de Mirelle loaded ber wich 
Thanks, and proved her Satisfaction by 
menting her Benefactions to the Hoſpital ; 
obliged her to ſtay Dinner, and the Benn 
Caliſtia, whom = Preſence and Carefles of 
the Counteſs had recovered from all her Me+ 
lancholy, diſplayed ſo much Wit and Mo- 
deſty, that the Counteſs could not enough 
admire her; and far from imitating thoſe 
who accompany Favours with Expreſſions of 
Compaſſion more offenſive than charitable, - 
and who only pity the wretched that they 
may the better make them feel the Weight 
of their Miſery, and the Conſequence of 
what they do to extricate them; ſhe render- 
ed Thanks to Heaven for having made Choice 
of her to terminate that of Caliſia, and with - 
out ever pronouncing one ſingle mortifying 
Word, ſhe made it her whole Buſineſs to 
comfort her, by repreſenting that Afflictions 
were but for a Time; that ſhe flattered her- 
ſelf this Day would prove the Period pre- 
ſeribed to hers, and that ſhe begged of ber 
to baniſh them all from her Memory, that ſhe 
might the better ſhare in the Pleaſure which 
the herſelf felt, to have her as a „ 
of her Solitude. | 
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not miſs to augment in Silvia's Heart the ex- 
treme Tenderneſs which ſhe had at firſt felt. 
Siſter St. Martha paſſed the Day with them, 
and in the Evening the Countess Coach re- 
conducted her to the Hoſpital. Caliſta at 


parting renewed her Thanks, expreſling a 


great Regret that ſhe had no dan Proofs to 


give of her Gratitude for all her Favours than 
meer Words. My dear Child, anſwered 


ſhe, I find my Recompence in the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing you ſheltered from the Misfortunes 
of Life; and the Generoſity of the Counteſs 
has overpaid a Service in which Intereſt had 
no Share: You cannot be better than where 
you are, ſince you are not in a Convent; 
endeavour to keep yourſelf in this Houſe ; 
Madam de Mirelle has no Children, and is in 


à Condition to do a great Deal for you: 1 


perceive that the firſt Glance of the Eye has 


decided in your Favour, and — your 


Heart correſponds with hers; endeavour to 
link them more and more by a diſcreet and 


complaiſant Behaviour, and —_— depend 


upon my F nendlhip. 


| Califta aſſured her that ſhe would 3 
Difficulty to follow her Advice; that the 
Counteſs had inſpired her with Sentiments of 
Love and Reſpect, till then unknown to her; 


that ſecret Ties ſeemed to bind her to her; 


and that by a Happineſs which ſne could not 
too much admire, ſhe found herſelf in this 


: - a if ſhe had been in it all her Life. 


The 
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The kind Siſter St. Martha bleſſed Heaven 
— then took the Road to St. Flour, F< 


Ware the Counteſs found herſelf hows 
with Califla ſhe renewed the Aſſurances of 
her Friendſhip ; and calling for her Women 
and other Domeſtics, commanded: them to 
ſerve and ſhew her the fame Reſpect as they 
did to herſelf ; and, being deſirous to have 
her always near her, ordered the Apartment 

next to her own to be prepared for her, into 
which ſne could enter by a Door at the 
Back of her Bed; and the very next Day ſhe 
gave her in Cloaths, Linnen, and Jewels, 
all that was neceſſary and agrecable to a Per- 
ſon of her Age, accompanying her Preſents 
with ſo many Marks of Tenderneſs, that 
Califta preferred the Manner of beſtowing to 
the Things themſelves. Theſe two Perſons 
were not long before they mutually diſcovered 
in one another Qualities worthy of their 
Admiration, and the moſt perfect Eſteem ſoon 
followed upon the ardent F nn that uy 
1 at firſt felt. SIGHT ber | 

93 Ae by hed ade: Union, : the 
Reſemblance of their Sentiments, and the 
Conformity of their Thoughts, that they had 
been deſtined to live together. The Counteſs 
had a great Share of Wit, Reading, and De- 
licacy : Caliſia was nothing inferior, -and 
| the amiable Talents which ſhe poſſeſſed being 
Joined rendered her Society charming. Ma- 
dam de Mirelle played a little on the Harpfi- 


l ; and the beautiful Califta, who touched 
= 
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it in the laſt Perfection, made her often paſs 
many agreeable Moments, by accompanying 

| on this Inſtrument the admirable: Voice which 
1 Nature had beſtowed on her. Nevertheleſs, 
1 notwithſtanding their reciprocal Tenderneſs, 
their Confidence was not as yet arrived at the 

Point of mutually declaring the Secrets of 

their Hearts, nut but they both of them had a 

very great Deſire to do it. 


fF  Cali{a who had often perceived that the 
= Counteſs ſighed, and even ſhed ſome Tears 
when ſhe looked at her, would have willingly 
known the Cauſe, and imagining that by 
making a full Diſcovery of herſelf, her Sin- 
cerity might induce her to be free, ſhe was 
every Moment upon the Point of declaring 
the Truth of her Birth, but a timorous ref- 
pectfulneſs which ſhe could not conquer, ſtop- 
_ ped her Mouth the Moment ſhe intended to 


HER Circumſpection went even ſo far, 
that og am de Mirelle never 
{ſpoke of her Family, ſhe durſt not inform 
herſelf of what concerned her, ſhe only 
knew by ſome incoherent Diſcourſes of her 
Women, that ſhe was a Widow, and that 
for Reaſons which ſhe herſelf alone knew, 
ſhe did not go by the Name of her late Huſ- 
band, that of Mirelle being the Name of an 
Eſtate; that ſhe was extremely. rich, and 
though not above Thirty-eight Years old and 

ſtill beautiful, ſhe had reſolved not to marry 
again, and had retired from Diverſions and 

Company 


mm. „ 


e 8 — * 


— . ̃7—i‚—— . roy 0 >" 
— 


130 The TRAVELS of / 


Company to live in the Country in the Exer- 


eiſes of Piety and Charity. 


As Caliſta heard theſe Things but con- 


tufedly, and according to the Occaſions 
which gave her Women Opportunities to 


converſe about them, and not daring to queſ- 
tion them, ſhe had learned nothing farther 
from them; but it appeared ſo ſingular that 
this Lady ſhould prefer the Name of an Eſtate 
to that of her Huſband, and that for fifteen 


Days ſhe had been with her not a Mortal 


had come to viſit her, her Curioſity about 
the Counteſs increaſed every Minute, whe: 
on the other Hand believing herfelf fufficient- 
ly informed about Caliſta, no Suſpion troubled 
her upon this Head ; but not being free of 
Uneaſineſs upon other Subjects, all her Mo- 


ments were not calm and peaceable, even 


Cali had recalled to her Memory Things 
which always renewed her Grief ; and tho” 
ſhe might have ſoftned them by laying her 


Heart open to her Companion; yet as they 
eontained a Miſtery ſo dangerous to be brought 
to Light, ſhe was forced to bury it in Si- 
lence; and it was this perpetual Conſtraint 
that made her often ſigh, and forced Tears 
from her Eyes, . e had I Gy 


. 1 


7s 


Tus lovely Maid, who Bebe 


alt her Reſolutions, cook not altogether for- 
get me, and who \nouriſhed in the Bottom: of 
her Heart a Paſſion the more pungent as it 
Was not diffipated, by any: * having no 


Opportunity 
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Opportunity of conferving with any body 


who might combate her Weakneſs, would 
have willingly diſcovered it to Madam de 


Mirelle, in order to find in her Counſels the 


Remedies which her Reaſon could not afford, 
but a certain Reſpect mixed with Timidity, 


as I have already ſaid, obliged her ' be. 


ſilent. 


A Month had 0. in this Manner, when 
one Day, as the "Count and Caliſtia were 
walking in an Alley bordered with lofty 
Trees, with which the Park was ſurrounded, 
they perceived, advancing towards them, a 
Man whom . they. both knew, but with 
Thonghts very « different. Caliga turned pale 
and was mute, and Madam de Mirelle ſtep- 
ping towards him with Precipitation: Ah 1 
my God, cried fhe, it is my Son, tis the 
Count de Saluce; and then bled her 
Pace, believing that Caliſia followed her; 
but this charming Girl, whom theſe Words 
had 'thrown' into an Aftoniſhment, out of 

which ſhe could not recover herſelf, had re- 
mained, in the ſame Spot without being able 
Bl advance or retire. 


4 wety4 ba 
F „ Howsven,, Mad: ok de Mirae and I be- 
ing come up cloſe to one another, I was re- 
ceived by her with all poſſible Marks of Af- 
fection, ſhe' embraced: me and J kiſſed her 
Hand; and when theſe: firſt Teſtimonies. of 
Reſpect and F riendſhip were over, the Coun- 
teſs perceiving an extraordinary Melancholy 


in my Looks, and all the Symptoms of a 
long 


4 . 4 
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long Diſtemper, or of a violent Grief. The 

Condition in which I find you, faid ſhe, is a 

heavy Draw-back upon my Joy. Is it poſ- 

fible, my dear Count, that after three Months 

Abſence I ſhall only ſee you _ n to put me 
h 


under the deepeſt Concern ? at has hap- 
pened to you? What has occaſioned the 


ſtrange Change which I obſerve in you ? 


An! Madam, anſwered I fighing, you ſee 
, the moſt unfortunate of all Men, my Deſpair 
zs at the higheſt Pitch; I know myſelf no 
more, and if it were allowable to give myſelf 
Death, I would prefer it to the fatal Torment 
to which Iam condemned; but a ſmall De- 
_ gree of Reaſon which I Rill have, has obliged 
me to come and apply to you for Comfort, 
which I can have no where elſe ; hoping that 
your Virtue, Counſels, and Goodneſs, will 
replace into my Mind a Tranquillity which 
I am not capable of giving myſelf. oy 


I am this Moment arrived, I thought to 
find you alone, and to inform you without 
Witneſſes of the Subject of my Misfortunes ; 
but in coming into the Caſtle, I was told 
that a Lady was with you, and that you were 
taking a Turn together; I was ſome Time 
indetermined whether I ſhould endeavour 
- find you out; but my Impatience to 

pa 4 e the better, and perſwading 

f that this Lady would ſoon leave us at 
r have ventured to' come ne 
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ks. 8 laid the Countels wall 


put us under no Conſtraint; ſhe's. a lovely 
„Girl whom T. have taken to keep me Com- 
pany in my Retirement; her Merit has en- 


deared her to me, and if your Trouble be of 


a Nature to be ſoftned, I am ſure ſhe can ſtill 
contribute more than] ; however, continued 
ſhe, if her Preſence gives you the leaſt Un- 

eaſineſs, ſhe will retire to her Apartment 


J L 


when you want to ſpeak with me about your 


Wu ſhe ſpoke thus walking and ſtill 


advancing with me towards the Place where 


the trembling Silvia had remained, this beau- 
tiful Maid not daring to ſhow herfelf intirely, 


bad turned ſo as that I could only ſee her 
back Parts; and is my Mind was taken up 


with too glaomy Thoughts to permit me to 
remark any Thing, I had ſcarce beſtowed a 
Look upon 5b but the Counteſs ſoon ob- 
liged me to view her: My dear Caliſta, ſaid 
ſhe, deſiring her to ne I have fo long 
- confined you to à Solitude that *tis but juſt I 
ſhould releaſe you a Moment 1 in favour of the 
Count de Saluce. | 


As Caliſta could no longer avoid approach- 
ing, ſhe ſaluted me with a Confufion which 
Madam de Mireille might have eaſily remark- 

ed, had not my Melancholy wholly taken up 
1 her Thoughts. On the firſt Surprize J quit- 


ted the Counteſs's Hand whom I aſſiſted to 


walk, and, without thinking what I was do- 


Vol. I. | ing 
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ing, ran to throw myſelf at Caliſta's Feet, 
where, tranſported with Joy and Surprize : 
O Heavens! cried I, ah] great God, ſhall 
I believe my Eyes. Adorable Silvia, is it 
you I ſee? How were you preſerved from 
the F lames, and by what happy Adventure 
are you in this Place? Ah! Count what 
have you done, anſwered ſhe, retiring from 
me with Precipitation, alas I am ruined. 
She could ſay no more, Fear and Aſtoniſn- 
ment having ſeized her in ſuch a Manner that 
ſhe fainted, and would have fallen had not 
the Counteſs ſpeedily advanced to ſupport her, 
though ſhe was herſelf in 2 Condition little 
different. | | 


Ans ene having bet a 1 to my 
'T ranſports, and perceiving by Madam de 
\Mirelle's Looks that my Paſſion had made me 
gagauilty of Imprudence, I was ſorry for my 
Indiſcretion; but not knowing how to re- 
pair it, and Silvias Condition augmenting 
| my Trouble, I only thought of what was 
| -moſt preſſing, and to aſſiſt the Counteſs in 
1 bringing Silvia to her Senſes again. Our En- 
deavours were not uſeleſs, ſhe opened her 
g Eyes, from which immediately flowed a Tor- 
| rent of Tears, 


ES as * 
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1 0 Ade de Mirelle, who diſcovered i in this 
- Adventure a Miſtery which diſpleaſed her, 
and who nevertheleſs felt her Heart rent by 
-Cali/ta's exceſſive Grief, was at a Loſs which 
Way to behave. Howerer,; this beautiful 
Girl, drowned in Teartz and 1 more like a 


Statue 
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Statue than a Creature animated, being a 
Scene not at all proper to be feen by her 
People, ſhe made a Sign to me to aſſiſt her in 
conducting Caliſta to a Saloon at the End of 
the Alley where we were walking; I obeyed, 
and when we were got into it, Caliſta, who 
could no lenger ſupport the Counteſs's Looks, 
threw herſelf at her Feet, and embracing her 
Knees: Allow me, Madam, ſaid ſne, by 
a ſincere Confeſſion of what I am, to juſtify 
my Conduct, and to deface the bad Impreſ- 
1 which the Count de Saluce's Tranſport 
yy have een you of it. 


= am not ſo ſudden in taking Offence, 
anſrertd the Counteſs: I love you Caliſta, 
and feel myſelf much readier to excuſe than 
to. condemn you; and if any Thing affects 
me in this Adventure, 'tis only the Miſtery 
you have made of your Acquaintance with 
the Count. Alas! Madam, replied ſhe, 1 
would: have willingly concealed it from my- 
ſelf, ' and I thought I was ſo ſecure here from 
what has now happened, * En not the 
leaſt Suſpicion. 


An! cruel Silvia, interrupted I, cannot 
you juſtify, yourſelf without killing me. For 
in fine, Madam, continued 1, addrefling my- 
ſelf to the Counteſs, tis no longer Time. to 
endeavour to conceal what my Imprudence 
has but too plainly diſcovered. I adore this 
ungrateful Maid; I would have ſhared my 
Fortune and Lite with her, when a Barba- 


rian carried her off from me. ; 
; 2 2 — 
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3 that me had beet! conducted 
to a Convent near 87. Flour J flew thither : 
But Gods what a diſmal Spectacle found 1 
there ; Nuns frighted, and Flames devour- 
ing that ſacred Retreat were the firſt Objects 
that preſented themſelves to my View, Al- 
armed for my dear Silvia, I inquired about 
her of all thoſe- whom I ſaw going in and out 
of that Hotſe without N the leaſt 
News. 


In fine, I ventured to go in my ſelf; and 
meetin ments in my Way Nuns who were making 
Rage,” J aſked them if they knew 
re was become of Silvia? They all eried 
out that ſhe was the very firſt Vieim, and 
that the Fire having broke out in her Cham-! 
ber had intirely conſumed it. What e 
* for a Lover ſo tender as . 5% : 


Coxsuf T nothing then but my 8 
ſpair, I ruſhed into the Places where the Fire 
appeared to be moſt violent, reſolved to bury 
myſelf under the Ruins of the Convent; but 
my Servants forcibly pulled me away, made 
me mount my Horſe, and conducted me ra- 
ther as a Priſoner than their Maſter to Riom. 
F hoped to have found you there; but to 
compleat my Misfortune, I underſtood that 

you was retired to this Place, where, under 
another Name than my Father's, you were 
reſolved to end your Days. EY, 


TuIs 
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Turs new Stroke, adding to my. former 


Oppreſſion I was ſeized with a burning Fe- 


ver, and ſtruggled. between Life and Deatn 
for about 15 Days, flattering myſelf at laſt with 


an approahcing End of my wretched Fate, 
When the Marquis Dantin arrived at Riom; 


this faithful Friend, who knew my Misfor- 
tune, and who made no Doubt of the diſmal 


Situation of my Mind, had tore himſelf from 


the Arms of a beloved Spouſe to find me out, 
and to give me all the Comfort in his Power. 
His aſſiduous Endeavours and wiſe Remon- 


ſtrances have partly produced the Effect which 


he promiſed to himſelf, in calling back my 


Reaſon, and hindering me from making any 
Attempts py Life. 


Bur not being able to calm my Grief,” I 
reſolved to come and find you, in order to 


make a Trial if the Pleaſure which I always 
enjoyed in your Converſation, would not in 
ſome meaſure ſooth my Pains ; and while 
Dantin is gone to rejoin! his Spouſe, and 
thereaſter to bring her to this Country, I 


took the Road to the Place of your Retreat. 


Judge, Madam, of my Surprize and Joy upon 
ſeeing in her whom you call Caliſta, and whoſe 
Merit you ſo much extol, that ſame Silvia 
whom I adore, and whoſe. Death was infal- 
libly going to cauſe mine. I muſt, confefs 1 
was not Maſter of my firſt Tranſport; 3 Re- 
ſpect, Prudence, Decorum, all was forgot 
to o Sire uy: to- the Pleaſure which 1 felt. 
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1 believed that the was known t o you, 
and that you were ignorant of none of her 
Adventures, and that I might without dread 
give way to my joy in your Preſence. But 
O Heavens | when my Love manifeſts itſelf 
with ſo much Ardour, I find nothing but 
Terror, Surprize, and Tears: My Preſence 
is odious, and ſhe has the — icy to own 

that ſnhe could wiſh never to remember me more. 
Ah! Silvia, added I tranſported, that rigid 
Virtue which made you reject the Offer ofmy 
Hand and Faith, thoſe noble Sentiments that 
forced you to ſurmount the mutual Sympathy 
which united our Hearts, were not then ſin- 
cere, and were only the better to een from 
me your Contempt and Hatred. 8 


Sibvia who never ceaſed weeping during this 
Diſcourſe without raiſing herſelf from the 
Counteſs's Knees, tho? ſeveral Times deſired; 
perceiving that I remained ſilent, began to 
open her Mouth, and after ardently Kkiſing 
the Counteſs's Hand; you ſee Madam | Rid the, | 

by what the Count has related that I did not 
expect him here, and that believing me dead 
he had no Hopes of finding me in this, or 
any other Place. I will not deny but that it . 
was with an Intention to prevent his finding 4 
me out, that taking the Advantage of the Re- 
port of my Death I changed my Name, and 
if I had filpeRed- that the virtuous Counteſs 
de Mirelle was his Mother in Law, I never 
| ſhould have had the Honour to be in her 
Company : But alas the Motive is very 
different 
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— from that with which! be accuſes! 
me. . BY g 7 


bn ig off your ee doth of you, 
interrupted che ounteſs, whom a ſecret Trou- 
ble agitated in an extraordinary Manner; I 
have a greater Intereſt than you imagine in 
what regards you, lay your Hearts open to 
me, conceal nothing, and inform me my dear 
Cauliſta how you came by the Name of Sil. 
via, which the Count juſt now gave you. 
At theſe Words obliging her to get up and 
fit down by her, ſhe earneſtly intreated that 
ſhe- would diſcover her true Birth, judging 
rightly by the Change of her Name, ſhe 
had made a Myſtery: i to her of _ "oY 
my axons r W e eee, 


Sibi was ſo far Hon e boy Re- 
queſt that ſhe related in what Manner Dallon 
had brought her up, and how ſtrictly Iſnena 
and ſhe were united by the Ties of Frlend- 
ſhip, drawing a noble Picture of the Cha- 
racter and Virtue of that tender Friend, not 
forgetting the Fears the Merchant was under 
of the Matches offering rather to her than 
to his Daughter, and the Reſolution into 
which this Apprehenſion had drawn him; 
and in fine, cs Silbia, the Count ds 
Saluce having: arrived at Lyons, and aſked me 
in Marriage, believing I was his Niece; he 
had declared to him that I was not, and that 
5 due did not ſo much as know thoſe: to whom 

I owed my Birth. Tho' ſuch a Declara- 
| tons ought to have extinguiſhed the Count's | 


Love, 
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Love, the Generofity of his Soul augmented 
its Ardour ; and far from eſteeming me leſs, 

he offered to repair my Misfortune by uni- 
gow Fae V oo oayy 


I Witt own, Madam, that his Merit had 
already made a conſiderable Progreſs in my 
Heart, without his knowing it; but this 
generous Behaviour completing his Victory, 
it was not in my Power wholly to conceal 
my Sentiments; and I thought Gratitude not 
only obliged me to have ſuch for him, but 
alſo excuſed the Weakneſs of a Diſcovery. 
However, notwithſtanding all * Tenderneſs, 
and his preſſing Sollicitations I refuſed the 
Honour which he intended me, from the 
ſole Motive of his Glory, which I thought 
would be tainted by a Match ſo diſproportio- 


I ſhould not, perhaps, have heſitated, had 
my Parents, whatever they might be, been 
known to me, by repreſenting to myſelf that 
I was not the firſt, who, from an; obſcure 
Birth, had been elevated to a brilliant For- 


d beingiintizely-ignorant whp Lam, 


if T owe my Life to Criminals or to People of 
Honour, I thought myſelf obliged to avoid 
dragging into my Misfortunes a Man fo wor- 
thy of a happier Fate; and as Dallon had 
giten me to underſtand that a Convent was 
m only Reſource, and that I dreaded the 
Count's Violence, I kept this Reſolution a 
Secret from him, and made him hope that 
Time would ſoften /mena's Father. I did 
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not imagine, indeed, that he would have 
hurried me ſo quickly away; but the very 
next Morning he dragged me from 1/meng's 
Arms, and conducted me to a Convent in 
the Neighbourhood of St. Flour, to which 
the Harſhneſs of the Prioreſs and her abuſive 
Language having given me a Diſguſt, I was 
under a great Uncertainty what to do, when 
the Fire gave'me a favourable Opportunity 

of making my Eſcape from my Priſon, | 


Tux Flames, which in Reality had firſt 
broke out in my Cell, gave me an Opportu 
nity of getting out before any body was 
awake. The Light of the Fire having made 
me find my Way to the Gardens, and all the 
Gates having been opened almoſt at the ſame 
inſtant, I joined the Crowd of thoſe who 
were running out, gained the Fields, and at 
the Point of Day found myſelf in the Suburbs 
of St. Hlaur, where I perceived the Gates of 
the Hoſpital, opening and one of the Siſters 
appearing; I accoſted ber, and begged: ſhe 
would allow me to repoſe a few Hours in the 
Hauſe, to which ſhe conſented with ſo much 
Goodneſs, and uſed me with ſo. much tender 
Care and Civility, that I freely diſcovered to 
her the deplorable Condition to which I was - 
reduced: It is true I did not mention the 
Count de Saluce, believing that I ought in- 

tirely to forget him. 455166088; 9687 


| Tas excellent Siſter moved with. my 
Narration, determined immediately to place me 
about you, and never having named you but as 
| 3 
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the Counteſs de Mirelle., and finding no 
Conformity between you and him, of whom - 
my Virtue made me dread the Preſence, I 
gadly accepted the Propofal ; but the Shame 
of preſenting to you a Wretched unknown, 
and the Deſire of ſupporting the Report of 
my Death, that my Retreat might be the 
fafer, made me reſolve on changing 1 my Name, 
and to give myſelf an Origin that might hin- 
der you from deing aſhamed of TI Goodneſs 
yards me. | 


'Yovu know the reſt Madam, loaded with 
your Benefactions, attached to you by the 
moſt warm Affection, and the moſt perfect 
Acknowledgment, I flattered myſelf to paſs 
the Remainder of my Days under your 

Wings; but this Day, more to be pitied than 
ever, the Count de Saluce comes innocently 
to deſtroy all my Hopes; and I ſee with the 
utmoſt Grief, that not being here more wor- 
thy of him than 1 was at Lyons, I ſhall be 
baniſhed from your Sight, to avoid being ex- 
poſed to his ; and that juſtly alarmed at an 
Amour io diſproportionable, I am upon the 
Point of loſing for ever your good Graces, 

and perhaps your Efteem. 


Tux fair and unfortunate Silvia vii not 
pronounce theſe laſt Words but with Sobs '7 
that ſmothered her Voice at every inſtant, g 
Madam de Mirelle was ſo moved herſelf, that W 
for a conſiderable Time ſhe could do nothing 
but Jift up her Eyes to Heaven as if ſhe Was 


pefitioning for ſome Favour, 


8 


Mademoiſelle de Richeliev. 143 


In fine, making an Attempt to ſtop her 
7 ſhe embraced Caliſta; and preſſing 
her Cheek to hers: My dear Silvia, ſaid 
ſhe, the Name which you bear is too preci- 
ous to me to neglect informing myſelf of all 
the Circumſtances that may accompany it. 
This Dallon who brought you up, did he re- 
ceive nothing from the Stranger who commit- 
ted you to her Care, that may help to make 
you known? Ah | Silvia, how happy 
ſhould we both be if my Con j ectures en 


l rue, 


Ar this Diſcourſe; Silvia remembering the 
Frag ment of a Letter which ſhe. faſtened to 
the Ribbon that was about her Neck, and of 
which ſhe had made no Mention in her Nar- 
ration from the Inutility, as ſhe thought, of 
it, drew it haſtily out of her Boſom, and 
with a trembling Hand preſented it to the 
Counteſs, who greedily and under the greateſt 
Concern unfolding it, had no ſooner thrown 
her Eyes, upon it, than ſtretching out _ 
Arms to Silvia: Ah! Silvia, ah! 

Daughter, cried ſhe, have I then at 44 


found you? Good God ! interrupted I, as 


much ſurprized as frighted : What, Madam, 
is Silvia my Siſter ? "The Counteſs gave no 
Attention to this Exclamation : Nature too 
-long conſtrained under the Form of Friend- 
ſhip and Compaſſion, broke out in ſo tender 
za Manner between the Mother and the 
Daughter, that they neither ſaw nor heard 
any N | 

BuT 
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Bur poor diſconſolate I. having ſeveral 


Times repeated the ſame Thing, Madam de 
Mirelle, loath to leave me long under this 
Perplexity, left off for a Moment the Careſ- 


ſes with which ſhe loaded Silvi; and firetch- 


ing out her Hand to me: My dear Count, 
ſaid the, chear up again, I am Silvia's Mo- 


ther, but ſhe is not your Father's Daughter. 


I plainly ſee that this Riddle aftoniſhes you, 


and that knowing no other Huſband of mine 


dut the Count de Saluce, you cannot conceive, 
without ſuſpecting my Honour, how I could 
have a Child of which he was not the Father : 
But in fine, it is now Time to unfold the 
Miſtery, and fince Heaven in reſtoring to me 


Silvia adds to'my Happineſs that of knowing 


your Love to her, and that ſhe is worthy of 


you; TI will make you both happy, by de- 
claring a Secret which has been a terrible 
Drawback upon the Pleaſures of my Life; 
but, added ſhe, let us return to the Cattle, 
tis there where we ſhall find the Proof df 


Silvias Birth, and where you will more com- 


modiouſly hear the 8 that Fam going to | 
„ þ 585 | 6 
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heard, yet I was fo well pleaſed to know that 
this beautiful Maid was not my Siſter, and 


that I might hope to be her Huſband,” that I 


Would have willingly diſpenſed with the 


Counteſs's Relation, if it had intereſted none 


ſons 


* 
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i ſons who were ſo dear to me being preferable 
to my own, I ſubmitted to their Will, 


Silvia durſt ſcarce give Credit to what ſhe 
heel, notwithſtanding the Aſſurances that 
Matm de Mirelle gave her of her Birth, and 
the Voice of Nature which ſpoke from the 
Bottom of their Hearts at firſt Sight. In fine, 
when we had entered the Caſtle, all three in a 
very different Situation of Mind from what 
we were under on our coming out; the 
Counteſs conducted us into her Cloſet, where 
taking out of a little Box a Paper ſuch as that 
which Silvia had juſt given her: Here is, 
ſaid ſhe, what will terminate all our Doubts ; 
but before I ſpeak of this Paprr I muſt inform 
you of the Events of my Life. Upon which, 
making us take our Places, ſhe began in the 
following Manner, addrefling herſelf to 


me. 


Ir is of ſo great Importance to you, faid 
ſhe, tp know my Secret, that I would have 
long &e new declared it to you, had I not 
ſill entertained ſome faint Hopes of recover- 
ing Silvia. I am born, as you know, of 
noble Blood, but without Fortune. I loſt 
my Father when but a Child, and remained 
under the Conduct of the Marchioneſs of 
Durnant my Mother, who was ſtill young 
enough to think of a ſecond Marriage; but 
the Love of Liberty ſurpaſſing the Motives 
of Intereſt that ought to have induced her 
even with Regard to me, ſince no Pretenders 
offered who were not willing to make a Settle- 

Vol. I. O ment 
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turn to her Goodneſs, and made it a 
put in Practice the wiſe Inſtructions wh 
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wut in my Favour, ſhe delayed fo. long 
marrying a ſecond Time that, Age joining 
to Indigence, there was no more thinking of 
it; but when Youth had left her, w/ n 
Diverſions and Pleaſures had taken 
Flight along with it, and when ſhe ſaw / 0 
Age to be provided, ſhe e her b. aC 
Conduct, 


As ſhe had Ailfpated W thi 5 Fa- 
ther left, and that ſhe had ſcarce wherzwith - 
all to educate me; ſhe was forced to ſhut her- 


ſelf up with me, and to avoid Company as 


much as ſhe had formerly ſought it, not to 
have the Confuſion of diſcovering her Miſery. 
Nevertheleſs, I muſt do her the Juſtice due 
to her Care of my Education, in acknow- 
ledging that ſhe even outdid her Power. She 
loved me patfionately, and it was this Ten- 
derneſs which ſhe felt too late, that made her 
often regret the Advantages ſhe had reſuſed. 


I did all in my Power to make a ſuitable Re- 
w to 


{he 


conſtantly gave me. 


Wz lived in a frugal plain Manner, re- 
ceiving ao Viſits; ; and all our Domeſticks 


conſiſting in two Women, of whom one ſtill 


attended me, when I was obliged to go out, 
which never happened but when the | Exer= 
ciſes of Piety and Devotion called me to 
Church. 


Bur 
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BuT this obſcure and retired Life could 
not hinder the young Count de Mirelle from 
ſeeing and loving me. Our Houſes joined ; 
and whatever Precautions I took not to be 
taken Notice of, Chance contrived it fo that 
he met me ſeveral Times going out or com- 
ing in, He was neither a Stranger to my 
Name nor my Quality; but as we had no 
Correſpondence, and that the Noiſe of our 


ſtraitned Circumſtances was but too much 


ſpread about, he did not know me parti- 
cularly. | 


Tk Care I took to coneeal my Face 
with my Hood exciting his Curioſity, he 
formed a Reſolution to follow me wherever 
I] went, and to diſcover whether it was Mo- 
deſty or Uglineſs that made me fo carefully 
conceal myſelf from every body; but not 
ſhewing my Face more in the Churches than in 
the Streets, he reſolved to ſpeak to me, judg- 
ing that good Manners would oblige me te 
anſwer him, ; 


I had not obſerved his Motions, being wholly 
taken up with our Family Troubles; and 
perſuaded that none would make their Addreſ- 
ſes to me in my melancholy Situation, I had 
no Thoughts of making Conqueſts; though at 
that Time I might, without Vanity, have 
had ſome Pretenſions to ſhare with my Neigh- 
bours. I was therefore extremely ſurprized 
one Day as I was returning from divine Ser- 
vice, to find myſelf ſtopped by a young Man, 
+ EY | who, 


A 
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who, taking me by the Hand, begged I would 
allow him to aſſiſt me in walking. 


SHE who accompanied me knowing him 
to be the Count de Mirelle, told me directly 
with the Tone of a Governant, that I 
ought not to refuſe the Honour which the 
Count did me ; thus authorized by this Wo- 
man, I made him a Courteſey, and accepted 
of his Civility, or if you pleaſe Gallantry. I 
am very unfortunate, ſaid he, as we walked 
along, that being your Neighbour I am how- 
ever ſo little known to you, that you muſt 
have another's Permiſſion to truſt me with 
conducting you. | - 

I don't think, anſwered J, liſting up my 
Hood to look at him, that you ought to be 
offended at this Reſerve in a Perſon of my 
Age, who cannot be too circumſpect; I con- 
feſs that I know not to whom I am ſpeaking, 
and that, without what this Woman hasſaid, 
I ſhould have been guilty of an Incivility. 
While I was ſpeaking I obſerved that he exa- 
mined me with great Attention, and changed 
Colour every other Moment. I did not feel 
myſelf leſs troubled than he. The Count 
de Mirelle had ſcarce reached his Twenty- 


fourth Vear, all the Graces were reaſſembled 


in his Perſon, and without Flattery my dear 
de Saluce, you only excepted, I have not 
ſeen a Man who could be compared to him. 


I know 
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I éknow not if Indigence and Want of the 
Neceſſaries of Life do not give Hearts a 
ſtronger Propenſity to tender Sentiments than 
Riches and Opulence, from the Melancholy 
to which they are habituated, or if the Ac- 
compliſhments both external and internal of 
the Count forced me to ſurrender; but it 
is certain that I loved him from that Moment, 
and perceived with a ſecret Pleaſure that I 
had made no leſs Impreſſion upon him. We 
ſpoke on ſeveral Things as we went along, 
and each of us ſtudying to ſhow Wit in what 
we ſaid, we arrived at our Houſes charmed 
with one another, 


T aſked the Count to ſee my Mother, that 
ſne might thank him for his Civility, and 
ſent her directly Word of this Viſit, to which 
he conſented without much Preſſing. My 
Mother received him honourably as a Perſon 
whom ſhe knew, and having aſked by what 
Accident ſhe had the Pleaſure of ſeeing him, 
he confeſſed the Deſire he had long entertain- 
ed of being. acquainted with us, and of the 
bold Step he had taken to accompliſh it; 
humbly . ſne would give him 
Liberty to pay us ſometimes his Reſpects. | 


I have for ſeveral Years, anſwered ſhe, 
withdrawn myſelf from all Company, and my 
Houſe is ſhut againſt Perſons of Rank and 
Diſtintion, my Situation not permitting me 
to receive them. If my- Daughter joined a 
Fortune to her ſmall Share of Charms, Soli- 
tude would not be her Fate; but poſſeſſing 
mT 9 not hing 
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nothing except Virtue and Beauty, I am 
forced to conceal the one in order to preſerve 


the other. A Cavalier of your Age and Me- 
rit would do Honour to her Charms, but it 


would be dangerous to her Reputation, if he 
had alone the Privilege of ſeeing her; Don't 


therefore find it ſtrange that I refuſe an Ad- 
vantage, which, in another Condition, I would 
purchaſe at any Rate. 


I don't require that my Daughter ſhould 
ſhun you, nor that you ſhould avoid the Oc- 
caſtons of ſpeaking to her, provided it be not 
too often. Perſons of Quality cannot have 
too much Regard for one another ; I'm for a 
folid not ſavage Modeſty ; but there are Si- 
tuations in which People cannot be too 


| cautious. 


Tu Count de Mireille appeared to be very 
much concerned at this Refuſal, and could 
not even ſmother his Sighs ; however his An- 


ſwer was reſpectful, and without blaming her 
Rigidity, he made her underſtand that his 
Conduct ſhouid be ſuch as to engage her to 
grant what he ſo ardently deſired, and then 
retired that he might not be troubleſome. 


T could not, I own, fee him go out with- 
out Concern, which he perceived, and, by his 
Looks, aſſured me that he felt no leſs. A 
_ gloomy Melancholy ſeized on my Heart when 
he was gone, and as I was ignorant of the 
Art of Diſſimulation it ſoon appeared in my 


THE 


Countenance. 
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Tu Marchioneſs was too clear-ſighted 
not to penetrate into the Cauſe, but, more 
artful than I, ſne ſeemed to take no Notice of 
it ; ſhe even paſſed the Remainder of the 
Day without ſpeaking of the Count, whoſe 
Vifit ſhe looked upon as the Effect of Youth, 
and made no great Account of it; which 
augmented my Melancholy, imagining that 
her Refuſal proceeded from a mean Opinion 
of him; but in the Evening, having called 
me into her Cloſet, and looking fixedly at 
me: Eliſabeth, ſaid ſhe, what is your Opi- 
nion of the Count de Mirelle? Speak your 
Mind boldly, and depend upon my Friend- 
ſhip. | 


TukEsE Words accompanied with an Air 
to inſpire me with Courage, calming at once 
the Trouble with which I was agitated, I con- 
feſſed to her that this Gentleman pleaſed me 
very much. Do you believe, ſaid ſhe, that 
he has the fame Sentiments for you? This 
Queſtion made me bluſh, and caſting down my 
Eyes: I know not as yet, Madam anſwered 
I, how to read into Hearts, I even have too 
much Difficulty to unravel what paſſes in my 
own, to judge eaſily of others. | 


I know it for you, my dear El;ſabeth, re- 
plied ſhe, but I ſhall not loſe Time in Leſ- 
ſons which you're now in an Ape to give 
yourſelf; I will only give you a Caution 
upon the Conduct which you are to hold, 
inform you of my Sentiments, and who the 
YN Count 


* 
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Count de Mirelle is; no leſs than the only 
Son of the richeſt Nobleman of the Province, 
and the worſt Man upon Earth, covetous, 


cruel and revengeful ; but theſe Qualities 
would not be much to be dreaded, if he did 


not conceal them under the Appearance of 


Honour and Probity, which deceiving thoſe 
whoſe Rank and Imployment make them 
his Superiors, have made. them ſo much his 
Friends, that he has but to aſk and receive 
any Favour at Court, which renders him 
an Enemy as dangerous as formidable, 


His Son, on the contrary, is ſtrictly vir- 
tuous, and is grieved at the Bottom of his 
Heart to have a Father of this Character; 
but his Merit does not hinder his Depend- 
ance on him, and you may eaſily judge by 


the Piture that I have drawn of him, that 


he will never conſent to his Son's marrying a 
Girl without Fortune; however, as ſuch, 
Matches do not always offer, and that the 


young Mirelle has not long to wait till he is 
Maſter of his Eſtate, of which the Father 


cannot deprive him, it being ſubſtituted ; I am; 


ef Opinion that we ought to make much: of. 
him, if he really loves you as I am apt to be- 
lieve he does, from the Report of your old 
Governant, who has obſerved that he follows 
you, and has been endeavouring to ſpeak to 
you for more than a Month; he will not fail 
to declare himſelf, and I ſhall then endeavour, 
to take ſuch juſt Meaſures that I ſhall: have, 
nothing to dread from his Father: It is for 
this Reaſon that T refuſe his Viſto hare, 
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which would alarm the old Count, and ob- 
lige him to lay his Commands on the Son 
not to come near the Houſe, the Conſe- 
quence whereof would be the Miſcarriage of 
my Projects ; whereas in not coming here, 
and only ſpeaking with you by Chance, I 
ſhall feed the Son's Flame without giving the 
Father any Suſpicion, and by this Means 
ſucceed to make him your Huſband, The 
only Thing which I require of you is that 
you'll conceal nothing of the Converſations 
which you may have with him, and that 
you'll be directed by my Prudence, 


I thanked the Marchioneſs for her Goodneſs, 
and begged ſhe would believe that, notwith- 
ſtanding the Inclination I had for the young 
MAirelle, I would ftill govern it by her will, 
to which I would intirely ſubmit, and punc- 
tually follow her Orders. From that Day 
not one paſſed without my finding the Count 
in my way, and without his finding ſome 
- Opportunity of ſpeaking with me. He de- 

. Clared his Paffion in the moſt reſpectful Terms, 
and conjured me not to oppoſe the Deſign 
he had formed of aſking me from the Mar- 
chioneſs. She had too well informed me of 
the old Count's Character, and had drawn a 
Picture of it too hidious to have eſcaped my 
Memory. TI anſwered the Son with as much 
Reſerve as my Affection for him would per- 
mit, that his Addreſſes did me Honour, and 
that I ſhould obey my Mother without re- 
pugnance, if they were agreeable to her; 
but at the ſame Time told him that I ap- 
prehended 
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prehended leſs Obſtacles from her, than from 


his Father, not imagining that the Count 
de Mirelle would approve of his Choice. 


Ir is true, ſaid he, that T have no great 
Hopes of my Father's Conſent, and as our 
Sentiments are ſo very different in all Things, 
T don't flatter myſelf they will agree 
in this; but if you approve of my Flame, 
and that the Marchioneſs does not oppoſe it, 
I have ſure Means of accompliſhing what will 
make me happy, without paternal Authority, 
I reiterated my Conſent, and we parted in 
the joyful Hopes that Heaven would favour 
our Deſires. I gave my Mother an Account 
of this Converſation, ſhe appeared to be pleaſed 
with my Exactneſs, and puzzled her Brain 
to find out in what Manner the young Count 
propoſed to have no Occaſion for his Father, 
in a ConjunQure where his Power was ſo ne- 
ceſſary; ſhe could by no Means unravel the 
Miſtery, but did not remain long in the 
Dark. The fame Afternoon of my Con- 
verſation with Mirelle, the Count de Saluce 
your Father came to our Houſe, and aſked 
a private Audience of her. This Viſit ſurpri- 
ſed Madam Durnant the more that ſhe knew 
him to be a near Relation of the old Count 
de Mirelle and his Heir, if his Son happened 
to die without Iflue, and for that Reaſon it 
Was his Intereſt to prevent as much as poſſi- 
ble the young Gentleman's entring into the 
matrimonial State, 


However 
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However as ſhe knew him to be a Man of 
Honour, and of a quite different Character 
from his Kinſman, ſhe received him with 
great Diſtinction, You know, my dear de 


Saluce continued ſhe, that he was the moſt 


gallant well bred Gentleman alive, he' teld 


me a great many. obliging Things upon the 


Neceflity he was under of begging I wotld 
retire, while he was entertaining the Marchio- 
neſs in private, proteſting that to indemnify 
him for the Grief which this Moment's Ab- 
ſence would give him, it ſhould be wholly 
employed in ſpeaking to her about me. 


[ 


Tux open and frank Air with which he 


expreſſed himſelf, having made me eaſy, 1 
anſwered him in the ſame Tone, and when 


J had faid egough to prove that I was not 
altogether unworthy of his Attention, I left 


them alone, uneaſy, I muſt confeſs, about 


the Subject of this Converſation, As Madam 
de Durnant recounted it to me Word for 
Word, and that the Count de Saluce repea- 
ted it to me ſeveral Times, I ſhall be under 
no Difficulty of relating it to you, I was no 
ſooner gone out than the Count beginning to 
ſpeak : I believe, Madam ſaid he, that you 
are not ignorant of my Relation to the Count 
de Mirelle, but you are not perhaps informed 
of the extreme Affection I have ſor his Son: 
Voung as he is, and notwithſtanding the diffe- 
rence of his Age and mine, he is the deareſt 
of my Friends, and I aſk no other Favour 


of Heaven, than to ſee a Son, whom it has 
beſtowed 
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beſtowed on me and who is only four Years 
old, reſemble him. TSS 


AFTER this Declaration, Madam, you will 
not think it ſtrange that, laying aſide my own 
Intereſt, I wiſh to ſee him tied with the Bonds 
of Matrimony, and that I aſk you, for him, 
Miſs Durnant in Marriage : he loves her, but 
with that Ardour which characteriſes the con- 
ſtant Lover, when Eſteem is the Foundation 
of the Paſſion, and when he who feels it 
reaſons judiciouſly upon the Conſequences of 
his Choice, in which Caſe it is needleſs to 
oppoſe it; therefore as the only Obſtacle that 
might be objected to the young Mirelle, could 
only be a Motive of Intereſt beneath a gene- 
rous Mind, and as he will poſſeſs a Fortune 
ſufficient for his Wife and him, I have not 
heſitated to commend him for the Pleaſure 
which he finds in making your Daughters 
Fortune; but that you may have nothing to 
object, and as I am very much perſuaded that 
we can not procure his Fathers Conſent, I 
come to propoſe a private Marriage to you, 
tho regular and in good Form; my Notary, 
in whom I can confide, ſhall extend the Con- 
tract, my Brother and, I the only Heirs to 
the Count's Eſtate by Subſtitution ſhall ſign 
it. Our Conſent is preferable to his, ſince 
he could not oppoſe this Union but upon Ac- 
count of the Eſtate which we are Maſters to 
diſpoſe of as we think proper. The Ceremo- 
ny of the Marriage ſhall be performed in 
my Pariſh Church, where I ſhall ſerve my 
Friend as a Father and a Witneſs, and in 

. this 


1 
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this Manner we can manage Things ſecretly, 
*till Age renders him his own. Maſter, and 


avoid the Tranſports and er of the old 5 
Count de Mirelle. 94 


Poux Father here left of peaking, and 
Madam Durnant not at all willing to loſe a 
Match of this Importance, and ſeeing her- 
ſelf ſafe by the Conſent: of a whole Family 
capable to ſupport her in Caſe of Need, gave 
her Conſent, teftifying à grateful Acknows- 
ledgment of his: generous Procedure; m_ 
when they were agreed in every Reſpect, I 
was called in n and indormed of cheir Relolu- 
tion. 8 


Tx HE 3 Me ele had got too oo 
into my Heartꝰ to oppoſe his Hap = in 
what made my own. It was therefore con- 
cluded that in the Night of the third Day 
from. this, my Mother and I ſhould ſet out 
for the Caſtle of: Saluce without Retinue, 
and that the next Day the Count de Mirelle 
ſhould- tell his Father that your's had invited 
him to go and / pals ſome Days with him, 

and that he ſhould come there openly with 
your Uncle; that after the Marriage my 
Huſband ſhould never come to our Houſe ; 
that our Meetings ſhould be at the Count 
de Saluce's, who alone ſhould be admitted 
into our Houſe to ſpeak to me or to give 
me my Huſband's Letters. All this was 
punctually executed and without the leaſt 
Treachery. As our unhappy Situation made 
8 take but very little Notice of our 

Vol. I. P Actions, 
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Actions, it was eaſy to conceal our Abſence, 
my Mother having ordered that it ſhould 
be given out, whoever came to call for her, 
that ſhe could not be ſeen, upon Account 
of my having taken the ſmall Pox. 


W went to Saluce Caſtle where the Count 
received us as a loving Father: You- was 
at that Time there about four Years old, 
and it was then the tender Friendſhip began, 
which I ſhall while I live have for you. 
You had loft your Mother abour a Year be- 
fore, ſo that the Count was intirely free at 
his own Houſe, My dear Mirelle and the 
Marquis Dantin his Uncle did not fail to join 
us ; and without enlarging my Narration by 
a needleſs Detail, I ſhall ori, imply tell you 
that our Marriage was c . rated as it had 
been projected, and that tne Secret was fo 
perfectly kept, that no Mortal but thoſe who 
were Witneſſes ever knew any thing of it, 
Me paſſed three Weeks at Saluce with ina 
nite Pleaſure ; your ' generous Father made 
me magnificent Preſents, and gave me then 
viſible Marks of that ſurprizing Probity which 
he profeſſed, and of which I have ſo well 
felt the Effects. LE. 


My Huſband and the Marquis Durnant 
made now and then Trips to Riom to prevent 
Suſpicion, ' and we at length returned to it 
without any Atcident. The Count de Saluce 
viſited me regularly every Day, and as it was 
publickly known that the young Mirelle ſup- 


ped and lay at his Houſe for the moſt Part 
| ſince 
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ſince he was a Widower, he continued ſo to 
do that he might have an Opportunity of ſee- 
ing me often without Fear. we had concerted 
Meaſures ſo well that every Night going to 
a Back-Door of your Father's Houſe, of 
which I had the Key, I paſſed into an Apart- 
ment referved for me without being feen by 


any Body where I flept with my Huſband. 


Six \Months were fcarce paſſed in this 
r when I perceived that I was with 
Child. This News charmed the Count de 
Mirelle, but alarmed my Mother upon Ac- 
count bf the Difficulty of concealing the 
Birth of this Child; however, the Time not 
being yet come, their Thoughts were only 
taken up about my Preſervation. I went out 
ſo. felon: that no MIB hl perceived a= 
bout me: - ©*-* 


In this "Oe" of Time the ARES 
Dantin having loft his Wife, was obliged” to 
go to Paris, where having died a few Days 
after his Arrival, the Count de Saluce was 
under a Neecffty to go thither, in ordet to 
look after the Affairs of his Brother, for the 
Sake of the young Marquis Pantin his Ne- 
phew, a meer Child, whoſe Tutor he intend» 
ed to be. I cannot eps dur Grief At his 
Departure, my Huſband and I were incon- 
ſolable; and though he aſſured us that he 
would — bei abſent above a Month, certain 
miſgiving Thoughts made us look upon it as 
an Age: I. was the more afflicted as the 


Term of my Lying- in approached ; and that 
P 2 the 


; 
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'the War being declared, the Count de Mi- 
relle, Colonel of a fine Regiment, was ob- 
liged to join it without Loſs of Time. Ne- 
eertheleſs there Was a e of f yielding to 
our Fate. | = 


„an Dt de Baker's Lak his Tie; 5 
begget! of us to uſe mich Precaution and Pru- 
dence in our Interviews till his Return; but 
it ſeemed that Parit was fatal ta the two Bro- 
thers, afte? three Weeks Reſidence in it, the 
Count fell dangeroufly ill. Judge of our In- 
quĩetude, that of my Mother upon my great 
Belly augmented z and to complete my Miſ- 
fortune, : one) Day as Las coming but of the 
Church, having no Body with me, a Crowd 
having hiddered met; paſs,, I found my ſelf 
between twp Coaches, one af which was the 
Count de Mirelle 85 and he himſelf ! in it with 


Ie. 
3 Samn1-: 


Mr Haſpand, bemißed Wh che Danger 
chat I was in, oedered the Coachman to ſtop, 
and by-this Attention obliging the old Count 
to look at me, he aſked his Son if he knew 

me; he anſwered no, but that he thought 
the ſame Civility was to be uſed with Perſons 
unknown as with Friends, adding, that he be- 
lieved I wäs the Marchioneſs de Durnant's 
Daughter; upon which the old Count open- 
ing himſelf the Coach Door, begged 2 1 
would come into it. My Huſband got di- 
rectly out, took me by the Hand, and 
Teering it e. aer, made me 1 


. * . * * 
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that he inclined I ſhould accept of his Father's 


I uſed the uſual Ceremonies upon this Oc- 
cafion; but the old Count preſſed me fo 
much, that I placed myſelf at his Side, my 
Huſband placed himſelf oppoſite to me, and 
we both of us ated our Parts ſo well that 
the old Man had no. Suſpicion of our being 
acquainted ; but, running out in Encomiunrs 
upon my Beauty, and in Complaints that 

Madam Durnant' reſerved for herſelf alone 

fuch a valuable Treaſure, he diſcovered a 
vaſt Deſire of being better acquainted with 
her: As J only took what he ſaid for meer 
Compliment, I anſwered him in the fame 
Strain, and in ſuch a Manner as to give 
him a favourable Opinion of my Wit. 

. He carried me home, alighted out of his 
Coach, gave me his Hand, telling his Son 
to go home without him, and that he would 
ſoon be with him, and with an Air of Liberty 
that ſurprized me, conducted me to my Mo- 
ther's Apartment, complimented her on the 
Happineſs of being Mother of fo charming a 
Daughter, and begged that ſhe would fulfer 

him to ſhare ſometimes in her Happineſs. 


Mapam de Durnant. was ſo aſtoniſhed to 
| ſee the old Count de Mirelle at her Houſe, 
and to know that I had returned in his Coach, 
that ſhe ſcarce durſt ſpeak. I obſerved her 
Perplexity and haſtened to draw her out of 

it, by relating what had happened to me, 
| P3 affecting 


} ; 
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affecting - to 3 but a very ſlender Know- 
ledge of thoſe who had done me this * 


ed 


* z * 1 


ur eee = tho 
| young Count had thought propei torlay, Hold 
of this Opportunity of making me known to 
his Father; and in this Thought gave him a 
moſt obliging Reception, thanked Bim for the 
Favour he had done me, and told him that 
notwithſtanding the Reſolution ſhe had taken 
to ſee no body, his Viſits would always be 
acceptable. The old Gentleman was charma 
ed with this Permiſſion, faid a great many 
flattering Things to me, and went _ EY | 
8 77 not toben Stranger. 1 
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of was: TY Loſs to jule Aäbesberl 1 had 
| Reaſon to be pleaſed with this Adventure: I 
had perceived that: the old Gount looked at 
me with Eyes that expreſſed more than com- 
mon Sentiments; and the Manner in which 
he had ordered his Son to be gone had ſo 
_— me, a a 10088 2 ne . 
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I fow my Huſband the 5 Niphe, hh 
dif pated my Fears, by telling me that it was 
the greateſt Happineſs which could happen to 
us, that his Father found me agreeable, by 
which Means he was perſuaded we would ad- 
yance our Affairs: I did all I could to be- 
lieve him, but a few Days after we had Rea- 
fon to know that our os were r ill 
founded. l 

Taz 
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Tus old Count did not let a ſingle Day 
paſs without coming to our Houſe where he 
made very long Viſits; and, as my Bel- 
ly became ſo big that I could no longer appear 
with Decency, his Preſence began to impor- 
tune us terribly, and my Mother and I were 
plodding how to get rid of his frequent 
Viſits, when he rendered us one from 
which ſprings the Source of my Misfor- 


2 ov I 

tunes. 
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I come, : ſaid he upon entering to intreat, 
that you' ui make but one Houſe of yours and 
mine, by accepting of me as the Huſband 
of this fair Lady your Daughter, whom I paſ- 
ſionately love; I have imployed ſeveral Days 
in examining her; I have duly reflected up 

this Alliance,' and have found that I could not 
make a better Choice to paſs agreeably the 
Reſt of my Days. My Son has an Eſtate in- 
dependent on me, ſo that I ſhall do him no 
Injury; and moreover, I am accountable te 
none but myſelf for my Conduct, and what I 
think proper to do. I can't allow myſelf to 
think, continued he, that you'll refufe ſuch 
an Advantage: ifamy Age be an Obſtacle to 
it, my Fortune deſtroys, that Difficulty, and 
ought to determine you to accept of it. 


Tuts Propoſal appeared ſo terrible, to me 
that it made me turn pale as Death: Ma- 
dam Durnant trembled in every Joint, but 
muſtering up all her Courage to conceal her 
Trouble: None can be more ſenſible than 


I, 


break her Word in favour of ſuch a 
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I, faid ſhe, of the Honour you do me, and it 
is with the greateſt Grief that I 'am forced to 


refuſe it; my Daughter is promiſed, and 1 


am ſpeedily 15 ſet out for Lyons, here har 


| RB Huſband waits $ for her. 


2 a; 4 f45 T* Ms 
# Been came eirectiy into her 


| Thoug ht as the moſt capable to put a Stop to 


the une Project; but the old enraged 
Lover anſwered, that ſhe might ve _ 


himfelf, and aſked the Name and Quatity of 
the Perſon whom ſhe preferred; the Mar- 


chioneſs excuſed herſelf, "dy ſaying that ſhe 


was tied up from making a Diſcovery till after 
the Celebration of the Marriage. The Count 
de Mirelle turned furious at this, and ſtarting 
up with Franſport,. threatened her that he 
would find Means to break this Marriage, 


and to e 3 of _ de een Ker 


W code, 
Mr Mother 1550 ine to bring buy to 


Reaſon without provoking him, did all ſhe 


could to ſoften him, by proteſting that ſhe 
never would have come under any Engage- 
ment, had ſhe in the leaſt imagined that he 


would have had any ſuch Thoughts; and to 


eonvince him that ſhe would think herſelf 
happy. to have him for her Son-in-law, ſhe 


begged he would allow her ſome Days to think 
of ſome Method of diſengaging herſelf. The 

Count anſwered that he would give her eight 
Days; but if, after that, ſhe did not con- 


1 26 unite me to _ he would make ber 


repent 
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repent in a terrible Manner, upon which 
he went . out . ps in a "Fs e Si | 
ace 53-6169 blot bas, , $rily ans * 


. x had no Rf Ws * us than 75 gave a free 
Paſſage to Tears that were ready to ſtifle me. 
Madam Durnant was not much. leſs. affected 
than I, but more een the, nn | 

mee. 30 er s 1 2 f tl 1438 * 
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__ needleſs. ny fa ihe, but to pr ing 
of {kreening. ourſelves from this Man's Vio- 
lence, he is .ngt of an Age that renders Love 
Proof againſt Abſence, The Count de Sa- 
luce not being here, Flight is the only rea- 
Jonable 7 hing . 5 0 upon. The 
Time of your Lying- 155 ce Was 


me: be concealed d. 


1 have really, Buſineſs. at 2 which 
Want of Money always hindered me from 
ending, there we muſt. go. Unknown: + in 
that Town you can be ſafely roy a Or 
and without Apprehenſion — 75 
and as it is in your Huſband's Way to join 
his 8 he may eaſily come and find 
you. We will change our Name, live un- 
Kneywen, write to the Count de Saluce, and 
wait for his Return to appear again at Riem, | 
W cure EY OA ANCE: 1 1 
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ference which he had with his Father diſpoſed 


him to every Thing we propoſed ; we ſaw 
him that Night , and told him the Motive of 


the old Gentleman's Viſits ; and he told us 


that he had come home with ſuch viſible Me- 
Jancholy in his Looks, that with a View to 
diffipate it, and not knowing that he had but 


juſt left us, he had propoſed to make us a Viſit, 


begging that he would preſent him; that 
upon this Propoſal he had been tranſported 
againſt him in a ſurpriſing Manner, forbid- 
ing him abſolutely to go near us; adding, 


that I was to be his Wife, and that he would 


Have Opportunities enough to render me his 
Reſpects as his Mother- in- law; that theſe 
Words had confounded him, nd that he had 


_ waited with the utmoſt Impatience for the 


Hour of our meeting,” to know the Trath of 


what he had told him. Here is an Accident, 


continued he, which I never ſhould have ex- 
pected, I fee all the Conſequence of it, and 
I make no doubt but that, in this Occurrence, 
if the Count came to diſcover our Union, he 
would leave no Stone en to ruin 


vor : " 3. 1 1 3 — 125 * 91 oy 4 28 
. OE, ; — F 
| F A — . - * — = 


117 Se Count de Saluce were here I ould 
be more eaſy, but his Abſence forces me to 
"conſent to yours: My Father has allowed 
you eight Days to give your Anſwer ;; leave 
this Place To-morrow, and give Orders that 
he may be refuſed Admittance during that 
Time, as if you were at home, but reſolved 
to receive no Viſits, and this with a Deſign 


to * his * you before you have 
12 158 reached 
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reached Lyons; I will take Care to provide 


every Thing neceſſary for your Journey, and 


Join you before tis long. 


Tu poor Count de Mirelle was under 
ſuch an Agitation that we could eaſily ob- 
ſerve the Effort he made to conceal a Part of 
his Fears, We promiſed to execute what · 


ever he defired : My Mother, who had ac- 


companied me that Night to ſpeak to him, 


was Witneſs to our Adieus: Alas! they 


were too moving not to be ominous 'of future 
Diſaſters. The Count gave my Mother an 


Order to take what Money ſhe wanted from 
the Count de Saluce's Notary, and we parted 


with a terrible Load of Grief, 


Mana Durnant employed the next Day | 


in preparing for our Journey, and in the 
Middle of the Night we went to the Coach 
that was to conduct us to Lyons, We found 
my Huſband there in a poor Man's Habit, 
who under Pretence of getting Charity, ren- 


dered us all the Services which Women 


without Domeſtics might have Occaſion for; 


and having ſeen us ſet out, he retired. We. 


took fictitious Names, and remained maſked 
during the whole Journey. 8 


As nothing extraordinary happened on the 
Road I ſhall ſay but Hittle about it, only that 
we arrived at Lyons without any bad Ren- 


counter, and lodged at a Midwife's, judging 
that I ſhould ſoon have Occaſion for ſuch, and 


that we would be ſafer there than any whe 
We elfe, 


— —— —ͤ—-— 
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elſe, theſe Sort of People being "accuſtomed 
to Secrecy upon ſuch Adventures, 


I wrote to my Huſband directly where we 
| lodged, and what new Names we had taken; 
- and by his Anſwer we were informed of his 
_ Father's Rage, when, at the Expiration of the 
eight Days, he underſtood that we were no 
longer i in Auvergne, and that no Body knew 
where we were gone; that he however ſuſ- 
pected upon what my Mother had told him, 
but that he durſt not undertake the Journey 
on the Uncertainty he was under; that as 
for himſelf he would ſet out the next Day 
after the Date of his Letter, and reckoned 
to be with us as ſoon as it, and he was as good 
as his Word, for he arrived a few Minutes 
after I Wed it, without Attendants or 
 Equipage, having ſent all to the Regiment 
that he might have no Spies upon his Actions. 
Our Joy at meeting was inexpreſſible, and 
mine was ſo exceſſive that it brought my Pains 


upon me. 
TRE Oount cold not think of leving me 
a Moment, and it was in his and my Mother's 
Preſence that I brought this Silvia to the 
World who is ſo dear to you, and whom I 
ſo tenderly love. My Huſband ordered the 
Midwife to take the two firſt poor Perſons ſhe 
met with to ſtand God-father and God- 
mother, to have her baptized by the Name 
of Silvia, and as a Foundling whom ſhe in- 
tended to take Care of: All this was per- 


—_— but three * after this Ceremony, 
as - 
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as he was croſſing the Square called Belle- 


Cour in the Evening, muffled up in his Cloak, 

he perceived his Father a few Paces diſtant 
from him which greatly alarmed him, and 
haſtened him to our Lodgings : My dear Eli- 


zabeth, ſaid he, the Count de Mirelle is in 


Town, it's impoſſible that he can diſcover 
you, but me he would, ſhould I remain any 
longer; ſo that I ruſt be gone this very 
Night, however as you could not eaſily put 
my Daughter to Nurſe and bring her up 


without riſking a Diſcovery of our Secret, 
I will put her with a thouſand Piſtols into 


ſure Hands, I don't remember the Perſon's 
Name to whom I deſign to addreſs myſelf, 


but I know him tho' he does not me. I 


ſaw him juſt now going into a Houſe, I will 
go and wait his coming out, follow him 


home, terminate my Affair with him, that 
Moment take Poſt, and the Minute I arrive 


at the Regiment I ſhall write you his Name, 
what he is, and where he lives; and. I here 
give you a Paper with which you can retire 
Silvia, in caſe ſome Accident ſhould —— 
my Abſence. 


1 ſtrenuouſiy oppoſed this Deſign, not be⸗ | 
ing able to part with my ' Daughter, and to 


truſt her to a Stranger ; but the Count was 
poſitive, and perceiving that my greateſt Un- 


ealineſs proceeded from his not knowing ſo 


much as the Name of the Perſon he was go- 


ing to ſeek, he confeſſed at laſt that he knew - 


it; but fearing the Indiſcretion of maternal 


Vol. I, Q Love, 
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Love, he reſolved to keep me in the Dark 
 Ptill the Count de Saluce returned, having 
abſolutely reſolved not to acknowledge Silvia 
for his Daughter ?till our Marriage could be 
declared. Madam de Durnant, 'who, not- 
withſtanding her Courage, trembled for fear 
that this Child ſhould diſcover the whole 
Intrigue, took Part with him, and forced 
me to yield. AE, | es 


Tu Count then taking a Pen in his Hand 
| wrote a Letter which he afterwards cut in 
two equal Parts, of which he kept one half, 

giving me the other, and having tenderly 
embraced me took my Daughter in his Arms 
and left me in- a pitiful Condition by the 
ſudden Departure of two Perſons fo. dear to 
me. I was a conſiderable Time before I 
got the better of this Seperation, which _y 
much retarded my Recovery, during which 
Madam de Durnant only went out in the Night 
Time for Fear of meeting with the old Count 

de Mirelle; ſhe even ſaw him ſeveral Times 
near to our Lodgings, but ſhe took ſuch Care 
to conceal herſelf that he could not poſſibly - 
diſcover her. | | | 


Ix a little Time I left my Bed, and was 
ſoon in a Condition to take the Road hack to 
Rom, tho? very much alarmed at having no 
Letters from my Huſband ; we received how- 
ever from the Count de Saluce wherein he 
wrote us that he was intirely recovered, and ' 
that he was going to ſet out Poſt for Lyons, 
in, Order to free me from the Tranſports of 


my old Lover, which made us reſolve to 
F- wait 
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wait his Arrival that we might have his Com- 
pany to Auvergne. | 


I had Wies him of all our DEF and of 
my Uneaſineſs about my Huſband : He like- 
wiſe knew that my Father-in-law was at 
Lyons, and we could do no better, in our 
preſent perplexed Situation, than to follow his 
Advice; at Length he arrived and came 
freight to our Houſe, I could not hinder 
myſelf from ſhedding Tears upon his firſt - 
Appearence, he ſeemed. to be under ſome 
deep Melancholy, I felt a ſudden Damp 

upon my Spirits and aſked him haſtily if he 
had not heard from my Huſband, and what 
was the Cauſe of the Melancholy which E 
obſerved in his Countenance ; he anſwered, 
with a Compoſure which cheared me up a 
| little, that my Huſband had not wrote to him, 
but that he knew by others that he was in 
good Health; that he had found ſo much to- 
do about his Regiment that he had no Time 
to think of any thing elſe ; that as for him- 
ſelf, what I took for Melancholy was the 
Effects of his Indiſpoſition and the Fatigue 
of his Journey. 


I endeavoured to believe him, and changing 
Diſcourſe my Mother and I informed him 
of the Particulars of what had' happened to- 
us, and of our Fears from the old Count de 
Mirells'sremaining ſo long at Lyons, not doubt- 
ing but that it was upon our Accounts. There 

is nothing more certain, ſaid he, but you 
ought not to be afraid of him ſince I am here 

Q2 Ss. > On 
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too: I ſhall inform you to Morrow of what's 
to be done to prevent great Misfortunes; 1 
the mean Time get your ſelves ready t 
leave this Place in three Days, the 1a ant 
is my intimate Friend, he will lend me a 
Coach, and I am reſolved not to leave "ou 
a Moment. r 


I am very ry that your Huſband did 
not tell you in whoſe Hands he put your 
Daughter, becauſe I would have taken 
Charge of her myſelf, he will perhaps ſoon 
let us know, and we can always come and 
demand her. After which pretending ſome 
Buſineſs he left us, promiſing to return early 
next Day. Madam de Durnant remained 
for a Moment alone with him in a kind of 
Antichamber, and when ſhe returned I obſer- 
ved her Eyes dim with Tears: My Trouble 
augmented,and 1 conjured her to tell me what 
paſſed ; ſhe wanted to perſuade me that I 
was alarmed without Cauſe, but her Coun- 
tenance belying her Words, I threw myſelf 
at her Feet, and preſſed her in ſuch a Man- 
ner that not being able to withſtand my 
Sollicitations: Well, well, ſaid ſhe, your | 
Huſband is dangerouſly ſick, and that is 
juſt what troubles the Count de Saluce and 
me, and what we "0 not care to tell 
you. 


An *tis done, cried I, the Count is dead, 
and I am undone, The Marchioneſs made 
no Anſwer but with Tears, which confirm- 
|; ming my On, plunged me into. 5 

| $7 mo 


Mademoiſelle de Richelieu. 173 
moſt terrible Diſpair; my reaſon abandoned 
me, and I wanted to kill myſelf, I was deaf 
to every Thing, Duty, Reſpect, Religion, 
all were forgotten in this fata! Moment. L 
paſſed twenty four Hours in this Condition, 
Madam de Durnant, my Nurſe, and our 
Landlady employing in vain: all' their Elo- 
quence to calm me; my Torment was too 
violent to be laſting, I ſunk under it, the 
Fever ſeized me, and from the firſt Moment 
my Life was in Danger. 


Tux Count de Saluce finding me in too 
bad a Way to think of any Thing but my 
Conſcience, brought a Man of Merit to take 
Care of it; and having truſted to him, under 
a ſolemn Promiſe of Secrecy, every thing 
that regarded me, he begged he would uſe 
his beſt Endeavours to. bring me again to 
the Uſe. of Reaſon, which would facilitate- 
the Cure of my Bodily Diſtemper. 7 


Ix effect, this holy Man applied himſelf 
in ſo fervent a Manner, that he by Degrees 
rendered me more calm; and ſhewing me by 
Motives of Religion how far my Grief of- 
fended him to whom we ought to. ſacrifice: 
every Thing, he put me in a Condition of 
receiving the Aſſiſtance neceſſary to prevent 
my Death. | 


Ir is incredible what Care the Gount de 
Saluce took of me when I was out of Dan- 
ger, and when he was aſſured that I ſhould' 


only beſtow Tears upon the Loſs of my Huſ- 
AF: band, 


174 The T R AVELS e | 
band, he informed me that he died ſuddenly 


upon his Arrival at the Place where his Re- 
giment lay; that they had found feveral Let- 


. ters of which a Packet had been made and 


tranſmitted to his Father; that ſome of them 
were frem me; but as I had the Precaution 
of calling him Couſin, and of ſigning Dur- 
-nant without adding Mirelle, he found Means 
to appeaſe the Fury into which the Correſ- 
pondence that appeared by theſe Letters had 
put him, and that he would inform me of the 
Expedient he had maile uſe. of after our Re- 
turn to Riom. 


I was fo indifferent about every thing, that 
I had no Curioſity upon this Article, and not 
believing that, after the Death of my Huſ- 
band, I had any Thing to fear from his Fa- 
ther, fince my Marriage was to be buried in 
eternal Silence, I anſwered Monfieur de Sa- 
luce that the Count de Mirelle was no longer 
formidable to me; that even his Love did not ; 
alarm me ; and that by ſhunning Ne reſence 
he would forget me. 


He is more to be dreaded than you NOR: 
hend, anſwered he, Love with People of his 
Age, changes into implacable Hatred, when 
it is deſpiſed ; not being able to poſſeſs what 
they love, they endeavour to ruin and deſtroy 
the Object; you have a Child, in whatever 
Place it may be we ſhall” ſooner or later find- 
it out; and it'is for the Sake of this Fruit 
of your Love, that you muſt e to 

| ſecure 
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ſecure yourſelf from the Count's Reſent- 
ment. | 


Tip Wees of my ante re- 
rel all my Misfortunes, and the Hopes 
that the Count de Saluce gave me of ſeeing 
her again ſome Time or other, determined 
me to be wholly directed by him. We left 
Lyons, as he had concluded, in one of the 
Intendant's Coaches, and returned to Riom, 
where the Count your Father, for Reaſons 
which he promiſed to communicate to us, 
inſiſted on our Lodging at his Houſe, He 
had left at Lyons one of his Valet de Chambre's, 


in whom he confided, with the Half of the 


Letter which my Huſband had given, to 
endeavour to find out thoſe who had the 


other, and to take my Daughter out of their 


Hands. I had even long inſiſted not to leave 


Lyons till this Search was made; ; but he op- 


poſed this Delay, and forced me in a Manner 
to leave that Place, by aſſuring my Mother 


that we were not ſafe in it, ſo that I was ob- 


liged to Dann e 


Dunne the firſt Days after our Arrival 
at his Houſe I ſeldom ſaw him, he went out 


very early and returned very late, and ap- 
peared to be employed i in Buſineſs that gave 
him no Reſt. My Mother and I eat by our- 


ſ:lves in my Apartment; and no Mortal be- 


ing admitted to viſit us, by the Count's par- 
cular Orders, we nee whole _ tete a 
m_ Wy 
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Tur Marchionef was as melan- 
choly and uneaſy ;; but as I thought I had no 
leſs Subject than the to be afflicted, I gave 
no great Attention to the Trouble with 
which ſhe ſeemed to be agitated; and be- 
lieving that the Reflections I made myſelf on 
my preſent Situation were the Cauſe of it, 1 
did not think it ſtrange that ſhe was affected 
by it. In Effect, I found myſelf Widow of 
:- i "Man extremely rich without a Jointure, a 
Mother without daring to own it, and with- 
out Hopes of leaving the leaſt Fortune to my 
Daughter, nor the Conſolation of bearing her 
F EPs Name, in caſe I ſhould Nerun any 
Time to find her. 1 | 


Tuts Situation, 1 own, appeared terrible, 
Honour, Glory, Intereſt, and Self-love, 

were ſo cruelly ſhocked that it was impoſſi ble 
for me to be eaſy; and my Marriage appear- 
ing no longer to me but as an Engagement 
which wanted the neceſſary Formalities to 
render it good, I no longer Iooked upon my- 

ſelf but as the Object of an unlawful Amour, 

and as a Woman who could no longer appear 

in the World without Confuſion. Such were 

my Thoughts, and which I believed to be my 

Mother's too, when after having been eight 
Days at the Count's Houſe without once ſee- 
ing him, he came into my Apartment. 


Tur Obliga tions we had to bim renderi 
his Preſence raya agreeable : Is it poflible⸗ 

faid by to him in a friendly Manner, that 
| ; Knowing 
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knowing yourſelf to be our only Conſolation, 
you ſhould ſo long deprive us of your Pre- 
ſence. We have every Moment ſince our 
being here received Proofs of your generous 
Attentions ; but I own that their not being 
accompanied by your Preſence diminiſhes 
much of their Value, 


T uis obliging Reproach, Madam faid he, 
Matters my Heart more than you imagine, and 
I can make no better Return than by giving 
you eſſential Proofs that the Time I have 
paſſed without ſeeing you has been wholly 
employed upon your Account. But before 

J tell you what I have done I muſt inform 
you what Steps the Count de Mirelle has 
taken, which can no longer be concealed from 
you,” acres N 5 


Mapam Durnant, whom I informed ef 
every Circumſtance, on Condition that ſhe 
ſhould not let you know the leaſt Tittle of it 
for fear 'of augmenting your Grief, knows 
with what Zeal I have endeavoured to extri- 
cate you out of the moſt cruel Labyrinth that 
can be imagined, Rs 


TRE old Count de Mirelle, continued he, 
mad at your Flight, and the Contempt of his 
Love, followed you to Lyons with no other 
Deſign but to be revenged ; and as your Mo- 
ther had told him that you was to be married 
there, the firſt Days after his Arrival were 
employed in-ſeeking you every where, in vi- 
fiting the Churches where the Ceremony of 
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your Marriage might have been performed,and 
going to all the Notaries where the Contract 
of Marriage might have been paſſed ; but 
diſcovering nothing, and finding even none 
who knew you, he had Recourfe to the 
Intendant, repreſenting Madam Durnantand 
you as very irregular Women, againſt whom 
he had juſt Cauſe of Complaint, and who for 
bad Actions, which he would prove in Time 
and Place convenient, had ſecretly made your 
Eſcape from Riom in Auvergne to come to 
_ Lyons, believing yourſelves in Safety there, and 
demanded an Order to have you both taken 
up in caſe you could be found out. 


a Tux Intendant, a Man wiſe and prudent, 


anſwered, that he could not come to ſuch 
Extremities againſt Women who were not 
under his Juriſdiction, without an Order 
from Court ; that fince he had Proofs of what 
de alledged, he might inform the Miniſter, 
and procure a Lettre de Cachet, which he 
would without Difficulty put in nn. 
tion. 


Tun Count very much diſſatisfied with 


** Delay, but fertile in wicked' Contri- 


vances, and ſure of his Credit at Court, 
wrote immediately to one of his Friends to. 


ſollicit this Order upon Accuſations needleſs 
to rehearſe to you, and reſolved not to leave 


Lyons till the Thing was executed, hoping 


Mill to find you out. 
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Ir was much about this Time that you in- 
formed me of his Love, and of your Uneaſi- 
neſs at Lyons, which your Huſband confirm- 
ed, preſſing me to return, becauſe he was ob- 

liged to join his Regiment. As I was much 
better, and had finiſhed my Affairs, I took 
Poſt ſome Days after for Auvergne, in hopes 
to find Mirelle, but inſtead ef that I found a 
Letter from a Friend belonging to the ſame 
Regiment informing me of his Death. You 
know too well my Tenderneſs for him, to 
doubt of my AfMiction at this News, which 
indeed was exceſſive; but judging, that I be- 
came more neceſlary than ever to you, and 
that the old Count not being at home had fol- 
lowed you, I got into my Poſt Chaiſe and 
took the Road to Lyons coming ſtraight to 
your Lodgings, being willing to know if 
you was informed of your Misfortune ; and 
perceiving that you was ignorant of it, I ſaid 
nothing to you, but informed Madam de 
Durnant, begging ſhe would be very circum- 
ſpect in letting you know the diſmal Story, 
and to aſſure you that I would never abandon 


you. 


Ix Reality your Situation appearing to me 
to be extremely cruel, and believing myſelf 
partly Cauſe by the Marriage in which I en- 
gaged you; I reſolved to ſpare nothing to ren- 
der you Miftreſs of the Fortune which you 
might have expected from your Huſband, if 
ur Marriage had been in due Form; but as 
it was impoſſible to bring about this by ordi- 
Hs nary 
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nary Means, having a Son and Nephew who 
are to ſhare in the Count's Succeſſion, I. be- 
thought me that the ſureſt Way to ſucceed in 

my Deſign, and to fave you from the Proſe- 
cutions of your Eather- in- law, was to make 
you paſs for my Wife. 


Four of this Idea, which foals reckoned 


to put in Execution after your Return to this 


Place, and not to communicate it to you till 
the Violence of your Grief was ſomething 
abated, I went to the Intendant's that he 
might not. ceproach me of. having been in 


Lyons without ſeeing him. As our Friend- 


ſhip i is almoſt dated from our Birth, and that 


in our Youth we went through all our Exer- 
ciſes together, our Interview was reciprocally 
agreeable and friendly: Having conducted 


me into his Cloſet, by what Adventure, my 


dear Count ſaid he, are you here? Is it the 
Count de Mirelle's Affair that brings you 
hither? And is it to that Madam de Durnant, 
who gives him ſo much Trouble, that I owe 
the Pleaſure of ſeeing you at Bens? 


1 was a ; yet ignorant of the Count's 


Projects, I was extremely ſurprized at this 


Diſcourſe, and aſked him with a good Deal 


of Concern, if he knew Madam de Dur- 


nant, , and what Affair it was he ſpoke 
of. How now, anſwered he, you are at. 
Lyons and ignorant of your Kinſman's being 
here too. I know that he is here, an- 
ſwered I coldly, but I do not ſee how that 
can intereſt the Lady whom you mentioned, 
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and you will render me à material Service to 


I I ſee very well, interrupted he, that I have 
ſaid too much, but no Matter, you are too 
dear a Friend to conceal any Thing from you, 
particularly when you tell me you are con- 
cerned. After that recounting. all that the 
Count de Mirelle had done againſt you and 
your Mother, not forgetting the Lettre de Cachet 
which he expected to have you arreſted, - he 
threw me into an Aſtoniſhment which I cannot 
expreſs ;' but taking my Reſolution directly: 
What you tell me, anſwered I, deſerves that 
I ſhould put this old Fool to Death with my 
own Hand. Madam de Durnant is a Wo- 
man of Quality, in Reality poor, but whe 
has not the leſs brought up her Daughter 
virtuouſly, and I was ſo well convinced of 
her ' Virtue and Modeſty. that I have made 
her Counteſs de Saluce. What replied the 
ntendant, quite confounded, this young 
Lady the Object of Mirelleès Accuſation is 
your Spouſe ? Yes, anſwered I without Heſita- 
tion, Reaſons that you'll eaſily conceive force | 


ed me to conceal this Marriage; but Madam 


de Saluce having ſent me Word that the Count 
de Mirelle was for forcing her to marry him, 
and that to be rid of him ſhe was obliged to 
come and wait for me at Lyons, where I was 
to paſs. upon my leaving Paris, I took Poſt 
to come and join her, with an Intention to 
declare my Marriage, and by that Means 
bring the Count to Reaſon; after that, giving 
him a particular Account of his Viſits and 
RET, EEE x 
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Threats as you had informed me, and in 
mort wholly diſplaying his Character, I put 

Him in the greateſt Fury againſt him for 
having- attempted to impoſe upon him, ſo 
as to oblige him to expoſe Perſons: ſo reſ- 


ge. 


My deve Sunn, Laid he; be afraid 'of 
| nothing, return to Riom with your Spouſe, 
dot delay to render your Marriage publick, 
and I ſhall write to Court in ſuch a Manger 
that the Count de Mirellè ſhall have no great 
Reaſon to be ſatisfied. I thanked him, and 
earneſtly intreated that he would not let the 
Lettre de Cachet go out of his Hands, which 
he promiſed, and that it ſhould be ſent to 
me as ſoon as Us had dafled the Count's 
Plots. n e een 30h a3: 
| ODOT HY 
12 agree with b ban to ul A 2 Cane. 
555 at Lyons to whom he might truſt what he 
had to write or to ſend me, and having aſked 
tim the Uſe of a Travelling Coach, he 
readily granted my Requeſt. This is, Ma- 
dam, what obliged me to take you away ſo 
Abruptiy beſore you was: perfectly Tecovered, 
and what made me bring you directly to my 
Houſe, with a View to Sire more Authority 
to what L had advanced. 


As you was not chen in a Condition to 
rt a Diſcoyery of the innocent Stra- 
tagem I had made Uſe of to ſecure vou in a 
Jointure, and to protect you from the Ef- 
fects of the Count de Mirelle's hatred, I 


contented 


- 
. A 


| doit 
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eontented myſelf with publiſhing every where - 
this pretended Marriage: the Town of Riam 

is full of it, all my Friends and the whole 
Ladies wait with Impatience the Moment of 
paying you their Compliments. Your Ene- 


my wearied with Waiting at Lyons for the 


Order which he expected from Court, is 
returned; and the firſt News he heard upon 
his Arrival | was his Son's Death and my Mar- 
riage with you. :Lefs ſenſible at the Loſs of 
the young Count, than ſurprized at our 
being united, and the Packet of Letters which 


had been ſent him, making him believe that 


he would be revenged on you, by proving 
your. Commerce with his Son, he ſent. Yeſ- 
terday to beg 1 would e him a ne 
eee r 


1 went to his Houſe, and the Moment he 
faw me: Can I give Credit, faid he, to what 
is reported, *tis ſaid you have wedded Miſs 
Darnant. Nothing is more certain, anſwered 
I coldly, it: is but fifteen Days ſince I de- 
clared: my Marriage, but the Ceremony was 
performed: fifteen Months ago at my Seat 
of. Saluce, and you now ſee that it was not 
in her Power to accept of your Offer: He 
bluſhed at theſe Words, and was almoſt 
aſhamed: to look at me: Why might ſhe not 
have told me, replied: he. I had forbid ber, 
interrupted I, your Son alone was in the Bas 


eret and punctually kept it. 


- NeveRTHE I ESS, continned- I, IJ am in- 


formed chat ſthene 2 —_ 
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him from my Spouſe, who having 
figned the Nine of Darnant, they had 09% 
fent to you, | oblige me to return them, 
Madam de Saluce inſiſts on having them, and 
J don't incline to let them remain in other 
Hands. I cannot repreſent the Count de 
Afirelle's Confuſion in ſeeing by this all his 
Projects miſcarried, he could ſcarce fpeak ; 
but as he knows me, and that I am not a 
Man to be trifled with, he thought it was 
beſt to deliver them, telling me that you 
wrote too tenderly, and that he youu" me 
to have made ſuch a GO Nele 


1 am very well pleaſed yoich it, aferered 
1. but whatever may be in it, I ſhall not make 
Uſe of Lettres de Cachets to be revenged; 
and retiring after theſe Words I left him load- 
ed with Shame and mad with Spite. My 
Valet de Chambre arrived Yeſterday. from Ly- 
ens with a Letter from the Intendant, which 
informs me that the Court incenſed at the 
Count's Artifices had forbid the Execution 
of the Order againſt you, which he has ſent 
me barred and tore. He writes me alſo, 
that Mirelle will be called upon to give an 
Account of his Conduct, and of the Motive 
of his Accuſations. This Victory obtained 
by my Care and Application, continued the 
Eount de Saluce, making me hope that you 
would not diſſaprove of the nne F reſolv- | 
ed to inform you of it. 


— Howtver, Madam, don't believe that 


in making you - * _ my * I will 
gn force 


Mademdiſelle ds Nebezu. hs 
forte you to be. ſos render myſelf Juſtice, 
and eonceive eaſily that a Heart filled with 
18 the Remeimbcanee of a moſt lovely 17 
Can * 1 mens. — Ef i 
A Mlan of my 2 0 Q 
Means: of ſecuring vou kat a Settlement, 1 
would have preferred them to that of oblige 


ing you to paſs your: nenen 

Vit ini 03 har 2t1mtoieb or G1] 
A blind Paſhon did not forget them to 
me. ad perfect a Friend as you can be 2 
faithful Spouſe, I have too great a Reſpect 
for: the Memory of your Huſband, to become 
bis Rival even after Death; the Friendſhip | 
J bad for him and your | unhappy. Situation 

bave ihſpired me with them, and your. Ten- 
derriefs for him as well as what you owe to 
the Fruit of your Love, and the Care of your 
Reputation oblige you to take the Benefit 
of them; had I allowed you to keep the Name 
of Durnant you would have been conſtantly 
expoſed to the Love or Hatred of your 
Enemy, and by letting him know that he 
v your Father - in-law, that Divine and Hu- 
man Laws have conſequently put an invin- 
cible Obſtacle to his Wiſhes, he had a Right 
and would certainly have difanulled a Mar- 
riage contracted without his Conſent, his 
Son not being in an Age to diſpenſe with it 5 
fo that yon muſt have been deprived of a 
Maintenance upon Account of your Marri- 
age, and even I myſelf. would be deprived of 
the Satisfaction of of afifting you, as I could 
not lawfully favour: a Stranger i in Prejudice of 
5 but in marrying you, I can, withs 
| R 3 out 
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out doing bim any Injury, make ſuch a 


Settlement on you as will enable you to 


leave a moderate Fortune to your Daughter, 
if you ſhould happen to find her out: Dur- 
ing Life I make your's eaſie, I remove 

neaſineſs about your Mother's Fate, 
— I make her eaſy about your's: Motives 
fo preſſing ought to determine you to ratify 
the Report I have ſpread without the leaſt 
Heſitation; and as my Son and Nephew, 
when at Age, would not be obliged to be- 


heve you upon your Word, that it is not 
ſufficient that you and I verbally acknowledge 


our Marriage, and that there may be Au- 
thentic Proofs to prevent Diſputes, I have 
caufed draw up # Marriage Contract which 
1 — ſigned, and which is going to be 

ught for your doing ſo too: After this 
| all go to my Country Seat, where we 
will be atis very privately,” and I will 


take Care that the Lime of the Contract, 


and the Celebration of the Marriage, ſhall be 

— * to what I have given out; but I 
folemply proteſt that I will not take the Ad- 
vantage of the Right which ſuch Ties may 
give me to yourPolleffion, and whatever Hap- 
Pineſs I may imagine to myſelf in the En- 
joyment of ſo lovely a Spouſe, I renounce 


all pretenſions to it; my Deſign being only 


to ſerve you as a Father in becoming your 
Huſband, and to * ire nothing of you but 

the Sentiment of 

Which I refolve to be by Adoption. It is 
Gifictlt my dear I continued: Madam 


de. 


ſupport your Rank after my Death, and to 


Daughter for her Father, 


1 
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ae Mirelle, to expreſs the Concern I was un- 


dier * _ AE a al er 


e | : 
0 4 — Dread Ache 9 to 5 which Thad 


| been expoſed by my Father-in-law's Artifices, 


the Joy of having eſcaped, the Surprize of 
patfing in the Opinion of the World for Coun- 
teſs de Saluce, the Manner in which the 
Count deſigned to make _ Fortune, and 

the indiſpenſable Neceſſity I was under to 
accept of the Propoſal, raed ſuch tumultu» 
ous Thoughts in my Mind, that I was a lo 
Time before I — come to any ſettled . 
een : 


* 


— 


ne ene, W „ that be waited * 
Abſwers J 'muſt be, ſaid I, the moſt un- 


; = Woman upon Earth not to be ſen- 


le of ſo many Benefits; and I own that 
it is with great Grief I find myſelf incapable 
of acknowledging them with all the Tender- 
neſs. they deferve. No, fimple Friendſhip, 
how great ſoever, does not reach to what 
they deſerve, and it is, for my, Misfortune, 
the only Recompence i in my Power to make; 

r As e is NO Obftacle to more tender and 
Kiely Se Sentiments: As that of my Huſband 
was not the Motive 'of the Love with which 
he inſpired me, and that it was alone owing 


to his excellent Qualities, thoſe which yon 


poſſeſs would produce the fame EHfect; were 


my Heart capable of loving any thing now, 


even Gratitude itſelf would contribute to- 
5 but I will not conceal from "at 
t 
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that the Count de Mirelle is imprinted in it in 
a Manner never to be defaced; I ſhall: love 
him to the laſt Moment of my Life, I ca 
love none elſe ; my Ey es ſhall be perpetual 


Fountains: he ſhall Gras: be ' preſent: toi my 
'Fhoughts,' and: I ſhall Prune an OS | 


Fidelity 40 him. 1 2810 


7111 


241 fee but $60: bib, that it «fre Hes 
nour and Safety to accept of what pour! pro- 
poſe, and ſupport what You have advanced, 
of which I know all the Conſequences, and I 
am ready to do what you defire, but it is upon 
the Conditions that you have preſeribed to 
yourſelf, that you will not endeavour to in- 
fringe them; that you will not reproach me 
for my Indifference ;; that you!:wil be tiuly 
my Father; and that ſatisfied with my At- 


tachment to you a a Daughter, you» wilt 
never deviate from the Innocence Which 


une ſo mon and menen 5 K 27 1 


Ms j 5 igel 0 Vf 


5 eq :[ihave Frondy: promiled ity Madam-Giid'be, 

und the Motive . engages me v0 it ought 
to make you eaſy. Madam de Durnant en- 
tered as bes theſe Words ; {He /ivas in- 
formed of every Thing; anti the Apprehen- 
ſton ſhe was under that T : ſhouldi oppoſe this 
— was 15 Cadfe of her Melancholy ns 


4 


„ 995 ſt 55 wn 92 


Tus . no ſooner: perceived her-than 

he ſtept to meet her with ia Joy viſible in his 
Looks and Actions: Come Madam, © faid 
He; come and ſhare in my Happineſs) and 
. ; et 
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let Death alone now ſeparate us. The Mar- 
chioneſs judging by this Diſcourſe that I had 
given my Conſent, came and embraced me 
with Tears in her Eyes, Floods run from 
mine; and I dare aſſure you, that without 
the Deſire of rendering her happy in her old 
Age, and to-do for her what ſhe had neglect- 
ed to do for me ; I ſhould have, perhaps, re- 
jected an Advantage which was to be pur- 
chaſed by ſuch a Deceit. 


Tux Count's Notary arrived and read the 
Contract in my Prefence, the Proofs of his 
Generoſity appeared ſo viſibly in every Line, 
that I could not find Terms to expreſs my 
Gratitude: I ſigned it, Madam de Durnant 
did the ſame; and the next Day we ſet out 
for his Caſtle of Saluce, where the Count had 
told his Friends I was confined by an Indiſ- 


* 


poſition. 


As he had taken all his Precautions we 
were married next Night, which was for me 
the moſt terrible that I had as yet paſſed, s 
the Remembrance of my unfortunate Huſ- 

band, upon ſeeing myſelf obliged to give my 
Hand to another in the ſame Chapel where 1 
had for ever tied myſelf to him about fifteen. 
Months before. FVV 


Bur in fine, I found my Conſolation in 
the noble Procedure of the Count, who, 
faithful to his Word, had for me frem that 
Day the Tenderneſs of a Father, and the At- 
tentions of a perfect Friend. We returned 
Es FEM to 
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to Riem where F was viſited by the whole 
Town. The Count was fo generally eſteem- 


ed, that there was no Perſon of any Note 
who did not think it their Duty to oblige 
me. I did my beſt to ſupport, with a good 
Grace, the Title of his Spouſe, and ever 
body was deceived ; the mutual Complaiſ- 
ance which we had for one another giving 
room to believe that there never was an In- 
ſtance of ſtronger Lobes?! | 


Tur Count de Mirelle was the only Per- 
fon who. was grieved at this Marriage; he 
had: Been obliged: to go to Court to Juſtify 
himſelf, and had Difficulty enough to get out 
of the Scraps: 3 but the Count de Saluce un- 


willing to proſecute him, his Friends got 


Matters made eaſy with the Miniſter; ſo that 
be was quit for the Trouble and Expence of a 


Journey, and the Shame of * — 


# 


” . - 


5 pe . 7 

Hz" a alt. 9 n bis W to cut 
of the Intail of his Eſtate, but he could not 
ſucceed; and fatigued with vain Endeavours 
to hurt us, he was forced to let us alone. 
When I faw all theſe Troubles at an End, 
ved the Count to allow me te retire to 
Saluce. The Reſolution he had taken never 
to Aa me made him an | 


a > : * Fre rr 
K £77 4% : 


als 2 theiefore left the Town of "Raid with a 


| Deſign to return no more to it, and for the 


iu to employ myſelf only in Piety and 


Devotion, and = " your: Education, whieh 
4 | your 
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your Father committed to my Care. I had 
the young Dantin brought there that he might 
be educated with youz and while I ſent al- 
moſt every Year to Hans to diſcover if 
ſome one or other did not complain of having 
an unknown Girl upon their Hands, who 
was a Charge to them, all my Study was 
to render the Marquis and you worthy of the 
Blood from which: you ſprang. I ſucceeded 
much better in this Deſign than in that 
finding Silvia of whom I could hear no News, 
but tho' the young Dantin poſſeſſed Admi- 
rable Qualities, tho? I loved him very much, 
and tho” he was as ſubmiſſive to me as 1 
could * yet you exceeded him ſo far in 
wit and Sentiments that you gained a ſupe- 
rior Place in my Heart, perceiving that 

ad the Fondneſs of 'a Mother for you, 

orgot nothing that might inſpire you with 
the Sentiments of a Son for me; that when 
you had attained. to the Age of Manhood, 
you might not be offended at what the Count 
your Father had done for me, well reſolv 
to reſtore every Thing to 4 yo my" N 
ter was not found, g. 4 15 

You anſwered to my Endevroure accor- 
ding to my Wiſhes, and you began to make 
me forget my Loſſes, when Heaven thought 
ft to bring them back to my Memory by 
the only Ones: that could then affect "er 
That of. Madam Durnant'was the firſt, 
had accompanied me in my Retreat, an 


made it highly ene * _ Comin 
115 my 25k 7 


Sug 
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1 was ſeized wh" a e Peet and; ; 
notwithſtanding: my Care and the Count de 
Satuce's who was almoſt always with me, di- 
ed after a three Weeks Diſtemper. My 
Grief was heavy, and the Count ſpared no 
Pains to comfort me, tho” he himſelf for ſome 
Months was opreſſed with a Melancholy which 
= could diſſipate. His Health was too 
1 to me not to have perceived it, and 

had employed every Thing that I thought 
., Capable to divert him without ſucceeding 


* — at certain Times: However he had ſuch 
2 Command of himſelf the firſt Days after 


my Mother's Death, to oblige me to get the 
better of mine, that I flattered myſelf his 
Change of Humour had no eſſential Cauſe : 
He even ſet out for Riom, where the Death 
of the old Count de Mirelle called him, ap- 
parently. in ſuch a Temper as to perſuade 


me TI had been deceived ; but he had ſcarce 


terminated the Affair of this Succeſſion, then 
he. fell ſick and ſo dangerouſly, that, dif- 
pairing ' of Life, he diſpatched a Meſfenger 
to entreat I would come and receive his laſt 
___ 


Vo may * — a «nite Blow this 
News was to my Heart; Efteem, Gratitude 
and F riend{hip, had made too deep Impreſſions 
upon it to loſe him with Tranquillity : 1 had 
found in him 2 Protector, a Benefactor, a 
Father, and a Friend, who had . 


: * "F . . "Hr, 


himſelf as ſuch in ſo uncommon a Manner, 
that 1 did not imagine there could be any 


Happineſs - 
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Raps fer. me in the World after his 
Death. 6 


11 
I went in all Haſte to Rien, and my Pre. : 
ſence ſeemed to procure him ſome : Eaſe, he 
ordered his Servant to xetire, and begged that 
I would approach his Bed-ſide, which I did 
drowned in Tears: Moderate your Grief 
Madam, ſaid he, whatever Satisfaction I may 
feel in knowing that my Loſs affects you, I 
Would not have your Remembrance of me 
to diſturb your Peace: It is now Time to 
finiſh my Career, and tho' the Load of 
Years were not to oppreſs me, I feel a. 
Flame within me ſufficient to abridge my 
Days; it would be ſhameful for a Man of 
my Age, and in another Condition than mine, 
to confeſs that Love has ſurprized him, and 
that Death is the Conſequence of the Efforts - 
he has made to conquer it; but I think ſuch. 
a Confeſſion in this Moment is pardonable, 


HEAVEN is my Witneſs that this Paſſion . 
| had at firſt no Hand in what I did for you, 
and that Compaſſion and the Remembrance 
of a Friend who was as dear to me as myſelf, 
were the only Motives; but, Madam, 1 had: 
but a ſlender Knowledge of you then, I was 
a ſtranger to the Sweetneſs of your Temper, 
the Charms af your Wit, and the Solidity of 
your Virtue; the Experience I have made o 
them has proved fatal to me: Scarce did I 
know your Worth when my Liberty fell a 
Sacrifice to the moſt violent Paſſion which all 


my Reaſon could not conquer: Ah! how | 
Vol. I. 8 could 
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could I, fince you augmented it every Mo- 


ment; Nowbvet: calling back my Reaſon, I 


concealed from you the Trouble of my 


Heart, I got the better of the, Laws which 


might haye authoriſed' my Flame, to. fulfil. 
my Promiſes : A Huſband without daring 
to be fo, I forced my Love to Silence, that 
might not offer to your Preſence but a Father. 
and a Friend, perſuaded that under Names o 
reſpectable I ſhould gain your Affection; FM 
roy if I could have Nen fatisfied with that 
which they require ; my Reaſon told me that 
it was ſufficient for a Man of my Age, but 
Love demanded ſomething | more, I con- 


_ demned it to Silence by way, of Puniſh= 


ment, and it revenges h on me 1 
Foro iba g aon n 


err F dare ade gel that 
to acknowledge ſuch a Sacrifice, not having, 
been your 'Hatband during my. Life, you'll 
permit me to be it after Death, by leaving 
you Tutrix to my. Son; deign Rill to be as 
a Mother to im, let yqur are, Advice, - 
and Wiſdom hinder Him from pergeiving 
the Loſs of his Father; S and if in the Sequel 
he is worthy of your Confidence ſpeak, to 
him ſometimes of a Man who dies your 
FREE: 


"My Aﬀtonjſhmene : and Grief at ch Di 
cout may be better imagined than Expred-. 
ſed ; Teizel with Adnſtration, penetrated With 

Gratitude, and touched With a real Ten- 

derneſs, I could only anſwer the Sa with. 

Sighs 


- 
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Sig hs and Groang, I threw myſeli upon my 
"Rs before his Bed, took his Hands and 
watered them with my Tears, but could not 
pronounce one fingle Word ; he appeared to 

be pleaſed with theſe crifling C:reiſes, and 
thanked me, ſaying he was forty to have 
raiſed my Compaſſion: to ſuchka Height, and 
making a laſt Effort to embrace we, he ex- 
IN in my Arms. | 


'F gave a ly Sbriek, upon which the 
Poe came running in, but found him dead, 
and me in a fainting Fit. It is needlefs to 
trouble you with the Effects which this Loſs 
bad upon me, and you may judge that Grief 
does! not kill, ſince I am Kill alive. . 


— - S I 


1 had the Funeral wot od to this 
great Man, with that Magnificence which I 
thought incumbent upon me; the whole 
Town of Riom pitied my Deſpair; ; as it was 

ncere, and every body knew in what a cor- 
dial Manner we had lived together, without 
being let into the Secret of our Conventions, 
they Pal 50 Difficult) ty to believe but that I 
was terribly afflicted at i the Loſs of fo dear A 
een. 


His Lak Wits aid not pn. 81 
"Ih which he had for me, every Thing in it was 
1 my Advant 125 and my Whole Study Was 
to render myſel worthy of ſo many Favours 
in my Care of your Education. Vou 
N. eight Vears old then, and the Marquis 

antin ſomething more. 


8 2 ä 1 
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T remained at Saluce during your Child- 
hood, where you had Maſters agreeable to your 
Age. When you was in a Condition to per- 
form your Exerciſes, I went with you my- 
ſelf to Paris with a Governor to each of you. 
I had the Satisfaction to ſee both of you fuc- 
ceed in what was taught Sch ſo as to be the 
- Admiration of your Mafters ; and to expe- 
rience that the Light of Reaſon which began 
to guide you diminiſhed nothing of your At- 
"achment to me. | 


HoweveR, the Blood that ran in your 
Veins not permitting you to be an idle Spec- 
*tator of the War in which we were then en- 
gaged, I obliged) you to go to the Army, 
where I made it my Buſineſs that you ſhould 
"appear with Magnificence ; and while you 
_ diſtinguiſhed yourſelf by acquiring Glory in 
the Midſt of Dangers, ſhut up in the Caſtle 
of Saluce I paſſed my Days in offering up fer- 
vent Prayers to Heaven for your Preſervation, 
- and that it would pour down upon. you as 
many Favours as I had received from your ge- 
nerous Father. 


ErcuT Years flipped away in this Man- 
ner; and convinced of your Prudence and 
" Diſcretion, and that 1 might without Riſk 
put you in Poſſeſſion of your Eſtate, without 
Waiting for the Time preſcribed, T gave up 
my Tutorſhip. 


FROM 
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From that Moment I had a ſtrong Defire 
to truſt you with the Secret of my Adven- 
tites, and tö let you not only know what 
the Count your Father had done for me, but 
even to Make Reſtitution ;; but though I knew 
that you poſſeſſed as rare Qualities as his, and 
believed you to be as generous as he, yet the 
Remembrance of Silvia which never aban- 
Joned me, made me perceive ſo much Danger 
in diſcovering my Secret, that I reſolved it 
ſhould be buried till after my Death, making 
you my ſole Legatee. „ 


I wanted then to retire to a Convent; but 
you oppoſed it ſtrongly, and preſſed me ſo 
earneſtly to remain with you, that I was at 
laſt forced to yield; which I did the more 

readily as I ſaw you averſe to Marriage, and 
that I thought my Preſence would be ne- 
5 to you while you remained a Batchel- 
or. 


* 


Mx Example having given Emulation to 
the Marquis Dantin's Tutors, they gave in 
the Accounts of their Tutorſhip; and in 

looking over the Family Papers, having foun 
that the Count de Saluce and his Brother had 
laced a conſiderable Sum in a Merchant's 
Hands at Clermont, named Dallon, which they 
ad not retired, and for which they had only 
fimple Notes, I thought proper that with the 
F amily Titles and Dallon's Notes you ſhould 
go to Lyons, to find out his Heir, You ap- 
8 3 proved 
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Jos of er Idea and ſet out with your 


on TY you was going to a Place where I ain 
hoped to find my Ba ghter, I was tempted 
a- new to truſt you with the. Secret of her 
Birth; but the Dread of your informing 
Dantin retained me, and I only gave your 
 Patet de Chambre Orders to inform himſelf if 
there was not at Lyons a Girl named Silvia, 
. might be about nineteen or twenty Years 
% | N | 
| A little after your Aba; he ſent me 
Word that there was none in the whole 
Town of that Name but the Merchant Dal- 
'Þin's Nieee, who was Daughter to his late 
Brother dead at Clermont, and the ceateſt 
Fortune in that Place after his own Daugh- 
* with whom ſhe had been brought up. 


"Pars laſt Information having- made me 
| Joſe all Hopes, and two Months flipt away 
without any Appearance of, your Return, 
though in your Letters you gave me Aſſur- 
ances; I judged that the Daughter or the 
Niece of the Merchant had loaded you with 
Chains, and that one or other would make 
you loſe” your Averſion to Matrimony. "I | 


Id this Thought, not Wling that my 
Preſence ſhould be a Conſtraint” upon you, 
nor to fail in the Promiſe I had made. you 
not to enter into a Convent, I choſe this 
Place for my Retreat, being near enough to 
r . Co | Riom, 


Fg 
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Rim, to ſee you when you ſhould incline it, 
and remote enough ſo as to be exempted from 
keeping too much Company, and under Pre- 
tence of deſiring to 1:aye the Name of Coun- 

teſs de Saluce to her whom you ſhould make 
your Wife. I took that of Mirelle the Name 
of the Eftate which your Father had aſſigned 
for my Jointure, making it a ſecret Scruple to 
to bear a Title which was not my Due, and 
to leave one of which the Poſſeihon was what 
I might lawfully claim ; but to give a Truce 
to the gloomy Thoughts that often came to 
diſturb my Quiet in my Solitude, I intreated 
a Nun who attends. the Hoſpital, and whom 
J love for her great Piety, to ſeek out for a 
proper Perſon to be my Companion. 


Heaven ſent her this pretended Caliſa, 
and by an Inſpiration which I can only attri- 
bute to Providence, ſhe brought her directly 
to me. Alas! continued the Counteſs, 
I ought to have known her the very firſt Mo- 
ment for my Daughter, by the 2 of 
natural Affection, with which I felt myſelf 
ſeized at firſt Sight of her. 


My Heart was under a ſtrange Agitation; 
and charmed with her Beauty, Modeſty, and 
tender Careſſes, with which ſhe anſwered 
mine, I placed my whole Happineſs in hav- 
ing her with me, but the greateſt of my Life 
hy ftill in the dark; your Return was ne- 
ceſſory, my dear Count, to bring it to Light, 
and to give the finiſhing Stroke to my Feli- 

eee en, 
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city; "Bice without the Tranſport of your 

28% L K6u18- füll be ignorant that (lf ia 

pong and that Siluit, ad Niece by 
„is my E Jaughter. 1 


2 Ty _ my Fate to he all the 234 

E ever enjoyed in Life to your Fa- 
tity, I ſtill arbfefvet with great Care the 
Paper which my Huſband left me, though 
wi Bout Hopes of its being uſeful to me, 
However; it muſt noty be a Voucher. for 


 Evefy thing that I have told you; after which, 


Joining the ewo Parts of this Writing, ſhe 
gave it to me, and in it 1 read hat fol- 
tows. 


ae 8e. . 


* E T T E R. 
＋ * E melancholy Neceſſity Aan hich 7 


am to cenceal my Marriage, obliges me fo 
& the fame ibith regard to ber who is the 
lawful Fruit of it ; and as 1 am ignorant as 
yet into what Hands I am going to 174 
Ber, and that my Deſgn is not to reveal 


fen the Secret 7 her Birth, ta prevent the 


 Misfortunes that may happen, this Letter 
Hall ſerve to make her Halle in Time and 
Pluce, fine in it J do declare that Silvia, 
1 as a  Foundling, without Father or 

other, is my Daughter ; ; and that ſhe who 


* her Birth is my-lawful Spouſe, named 
*  Eaben 
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Eliſabeth de Durnant Counteſs of Mirelle, who 

is in Poſſeſſion of the Half of. this Wriuing 3 
he alone can unravel the Miſtery of it, in 
caſe my Abſence or my Death ſhould prevent 
| * going ell to retire my Daughter. 


The Count Dr Mis PI. 


4: 


; 1 had ſexrce ended. reading, when I threw 
"myſelf at the Counteſs's Feet, and by my 
reiterated Tranſports made her too ſenſible. 
of my Joy, and the Admiration which her 
Virtue gave me, to doubt of my Love to * 
1 and of my Eſteem for her. 


'E all three taſted Pleaſures then not eaſily 
be deſcribed: The fair Caliſa divided 
between Nature and Love, gave looſe Reins 
to the former, in her tender Embraces to the 
Counteſs, while the other ſparkled in the 
Looks which ſhe directed to me. Madam 
de Mirelle who. reſolved that her Pleafure 
ſhould, have no Mixture of bitter in it, 
commanded her to look upon me as a Man 
who was ſoon to be her Huſband, and gave 
her Permiſſion to ſhow, without Conftraint, 
how agreeable theſe Orders were to her ; this 
alone, my dear Silvia ſaid ſhe, can be a Sort 
of Return to what I owe: to his: illuſtrious 
Father; and fince he is willing to receive you 
as the Price, you cannot be too o er to ac- 
quit me, 


' I 
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1 fine, when we bad given ſufficient 
Time to the different Motions which this 
happy Event had excited, we conſulted in 
what Manner we were to behave with the 
Marquis Dantin, of whoſe Marriage with 
Iſmena T had informed them, as of the 
_ Difficulties which that tender Friend had 
made to be happy without Silvia, which 
gave great Hopes to Madam de Mirelle, chat 
he Would prevail with her Huſband to con- 
dent that this Affair ſhould be terminated to 
the Satisfaction of all Parties, ſhe was of 
Opinion to keep Silvia's Birth a Secret, and 
to give her cir Origin, to prevent the 
Noiſe of Things | fo ſurprizing; but I 
* oppoſed it, and anſwering for the Mar- 
Yuis Duntin, as Silvia ad for her dear 
Thmena, 1 told her that my Intention was to 
Have her Marriage with the Count de Mirelle 
authentically acknowledged; and that, with- 
'oat difcovering the Miftery of my Father's, 
The fhould i Fo ear Dowater of Mirelle 
and de Suluce, that the m 1 poſſeſs the 
Rights of both without any Difficulty, ſince 
on the Side of the Ceubt de rel there 
was no ſuch Thing as diſputing her Marriage, 

ſhe ought to make no Dificulty of declaring 
_Bilvia het 'Heirefs ; and to faci) litate this 
Matter, I would ' yield to the Marquis Dan- 
kin the Part of he $iicceffion which would 
Have belonged to him had the young Count 4 
Mirelle died without Iſſue. 


14 


. | MADAM 


Fo 
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MapAM de Mirelle left me Maſter, to 
manage this grand Aﬀair as I thought pro- 
per, and committed to my Prudence'the-Care 
of her own and her Daughter's Reputation 


but we had no Difficulty in the Execution 
of our Project. | 


TE Marquis Denia was ed at Riom 

with his Spouſe, and being informed that the 
Counteſs and I were at the Caſtle of 
Airelle he took the Road to it three Da ys 
after Silvia's Birth was acknowledged, mich 


a Deſign to preſent the. new Marchiogeſs to 
her. 


As L was taking a Au in PR Aves» 
nue I was the firſt, who received them, 
and the Meeting was joyful on both Sides; 
though Iſmena and the Marquis were in deep 
Mourning for the Death of Dallon, upon 
which I; made them Compliments of Con- 
doleance, but with an Air of Coldneſs which 
: perſuaded them J had not as yet forgot their 
reatment to Silvia, which obliged them 
to paſs ſlightly over it, not to renew n 
Grief. Poles 
I.̃ told them nothing of what had happen»: 
A that I might have the Pleaſure. of ſurpria- 
them; and ſending privately, Notice, to 
ladam te Mirelle of my Intention, ſhe; 
Waited for them in her Apartment with, 
Siſuia, whom " bad . out in 
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all the Ornaments that could add to her 
Beauty. 


1 ende led Shakin. now Marchioneſs 
Dantin, who advancing to ſalute the Coun- 
teſs, no ſooner threw her Eyes on Silvia, 
than forgetting every thing: My dear Sil- 
Via, cried ſhe, is it really true that you are 

ſtill among the Living; and then no, longer 
M.iſtreſs of herſelf ſhe flew from the Coun- 
_ teſs into the Arms of that dear Friend, who 
received her with equal Raptures. 


Tun Aﬀoniſhment of the Marquis . 


tin was unconceivable, not becauſe he ſaw * 


Silvia alive but to ſee her ſo magnificently 
dreſſed out, and with Madam de * i; + 
However, exprefling as great Satisfaction in all 
his Actions as his Spouſe, I thought Icould not 
without giving him juſt Cauſe of Offence keep 
the Miſtery any longer ſecret. Therefore, 


when the Exclamations, Tears, and Caref- 


ſes were ceaſed;z and that Madam de Mirelle 
had teftified the Eſteem ſhe had conceived 
for the Marchioneſs from what Silvia had 
ſaid of her lovely Character ; and that this 
Lady augmented it by the delicate Wit which 
ſhe diſplayed in her Anſwers, I began to. 
| ſpeak, addrefling myſelf to the Marquis: My 
dear Dantin, ſaid I, having ſufficiently, I 
think, proved my Friendſhip i in my Appro- 
bation of your Love to the virtuous 1/mena, 
you will not, I hope, ' refuſe me yours in 
favour of Silvia, and that you'll ſee her 


Counteſs of Saluce with as much Satisfaction 
| | a8 
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as I had to ſee Miſs Dallon Marchioneſs of 


Dantin. 


Ir would be ſinning againſt the Ties that 
bind me to you, anſwered he, to make the 
leaſt Doubt of it, Iſinena and I never deſi- 
red any Thing more ardently : The Miſ- 
fortune and pretended Death of Silvia were 
the only Things that diſturbed our Happineſs, 
we would have even purchaſed, with a Part 
of our Fortune, the Pleaſure we now. enjoy, 
and to convince you that it is ſo, we onl 
come to acquaint you that Dallon declared, 
when he was dying, that ſhe was a Woman 
of Quality; that the young Man who com- 
mitted her to his Care was her Father, and 
that notwithſtanding his Diſguiſe, and the 
Miſtery he had made of his Name, his no- 
ble Air and a thouſand Piſtols, which he 
had given with the Child, were Proofs that 
he was rich and a Man of Quality. Had 
Silvia actually periſhed, we ſhould not have 
ventured to declare what I have now told 
you, left by fo doing we ſhould have renew- 
ed your Deſpair ; but ſince Heaven has re- 
ſtored her to us, and that by this News we 
only augment your Happineſs, [/mena and 
I conjure you to render it perfect by a ſpeedy 
Marriage, and to make ſome Reparation for 
the Injuries Mr. Dallon did the one and other, 

Iſmena and I beſtow, by Way of Portion, 
on the beautiful Silvia the Fortune to which 
ſhe might have pretended as Daughter to his 
Brother, only begging by Way of Recom- 
pence that you will inform us by what hap- 

. T py. 
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py Chance ſhe eſcaped the Fire, and how 
the happens to be here. The Sincerity that 
appeared in what the Marquis had ſaid con- 
firming me in my Deſign, I recounted to 
them Madam de Mirelle's Story, and inform- 
ed them of the Birth and of all that hap- 
pened to her charming Daughter; and my 
Narration threw them into an Aftoniſhment 
which could not be compared but to the 
Exceſs of Joy which they felt at an Event 
ſo extraordinary: They embraced Silvia a 
thouſand Times, and ſwore an inviolable 
Attachment to Madam de Afirelle, | 


Silvia and the Marchioneſs renewed the 
Aſſurances of their tender Friendſhip, ad- 
miring the Effects of Providence which having 
made them be brought up together as Relations, 
ſeemed to have decreed that, in the Sequel, 
they ſhould really be ſo by Marriage. We 
all returned to Riom where Matters being 
adjuſted to the Satisfaction of every one con- 
cerned, my Marriage with Miſs Mirelle was 
celebrated, and ſhe authentically acknows 
ledged as ſole Heireſs to her Father, the Mar- 
quis Dantin | having abſolutely refuſed any 
Share in it. HAS: OY een Tino 


Mx dear Chevalier, ſaid: the Count, when 
I delivered him back his Manuſcript, has this 
long Story of my Spouſe and my Amours 
given vou any Satisfaction? I'm afraid, con- 
tĩnued he, without giving me Pime to anſwer, 
that the extraordinary Incidents will ſcarce 
gain Credit with you; but tho' they 1. 5. 
; | ce 


— 


in the Order that the Story 


bo * 8 3 
8 . 
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deed ſeem a little odd, yet I can aſſure you 


that every Syllable is fact; and I do inſiſt 


that you'll give your Opinion frankly and 
fincerely upon the whole Story, My dear 
Count, anſwered I, ſince you lay your Com- 
mands upon me to ſpeak my real Sentiments, 
I muſt obey you. L 


In the firſt Place, to make my Remarks 
is related, I 
think the Merchant Dallon did not at all 
anſwer to the Character that the World 
had of him, for his concealing the Money 
which was given him with Silvia by her 
Father, and repreſenting her to be a poor 
Child whom he had taken of out Pity, was 
baſe and villainous ; his Daughter 1/mena had 
Sentiments far different from hie, and I can- 
not too much commend her noble and ge- 


nerous Character. What a glorious Exam 


ple is laid down to the whole Sex in the 
noble and ſteady Friendihip of the two La- 
dies; one the Maſter piece ef Nature, with- 
out the leaſt Tincture of Vanity, and pre- 


ferring the real and permanent Beauties of the 


Mind to all the fading Charms that attract the 
Eye, ſuch were the Sentiments of the charm- 
ing Silvia, and the lovely Iſmena contending 
with her Friend, that where the Sentiments 
were in every reſpect equal, Beauty had a 
juſt Claim to the Preference, diſplays a Cha- 
racter fo amiable and engaging that I am not 
furprized your Couſin's Eſteem was foon 
converted into a real Paſſion, - + | 


T2 True 
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Tat Colntele de Saluce's Charms are ſuck 


that *tis ſcarce poſſible to withſtand their firft 
Attack ; and if we join to this lovely Form 
her generous and delicate .Sentiments, no 
Mortal can juſtly blame the Violence of your 
Paſſion, notwithſtanding the Uncertainty of 
her Birth and Want of Fortune. N 


SOME will, perhaps, think that ſhe ought 


not to have rejected your Offers of Marriage, 
ſince the Knowledge of her Stery made no 
Alteration in your Affection or Intentions, 
and will conclude that ſhe was too fcrupulous 
upon that Point; but for my own Part, I 
admire the Delicacy of her Sentiments in 
voluntarily ſacrificing her own Happineſs, 


rather than run the Rifk of giving you, ſome 


Time or other, the Diſpleaſure of being mar- 
ried to a Woman who perhaps was the Fruit 
of a criminal Commerce : This Part of her 
Story drew Tears from my Eyes, but very 
different from thoſe that lowed from the Joy 
which the happy Diſcovery of her Birth gave 


1 don't think there can be an Inftance 
brought of more noble and generous Senti- 
ments than what your Father ſhewed with 
Reſpect to his Nephew's Widow; his Af- 
fection, *tis true, for that unfortunate Gentle- 
man might ingage him to protect her againſt 
the Perſecutions of a provocked and cruel 


Father-in-law ; but to die under the racking 
Tortures of a violent Paſſion rather than not 


keep 


% * 


; 
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Made 


keep up to his Promiſe, and not even to de. 


clare it, till he was upon the very Brink of 
Death, is a Greatneſs of Soul that few Men 
are capable of, and muſt render his Memo- 
ry dear to all Men of Virtue who happen ts 
read his Story, 


I éhere concluded my ſhort Remarks; and 
the Count told me, ſmiling, that ſince he 
found J had ſo favourable an Opinion of 7/- 
mena's Merit, he hoped I would think it 
worth my While to pay that Lady a Viſit in 
Auvergne, which was little or nothing out of 
my Way to Italy; adding, that the Country 


_ itſelf, fo very different from all the other 


Provinces of France, both as to Situation and 


what it produced, deſerved the Curioſity of a 


Traveller; and to engage me the. more ef- 
fectually, he propoſed that his Lady and 
himſelf would make the Tour of Languedoc 
and Provence with me, and be my Guides 


through the Mountains of Auvergne, the 


Land of Milk and Honey. I ſhall, continued 
he, in eight or ten Days finiſh my Affairs 
here, and we will then ſet out upon our 


Travels. 


Ir he had propofed fix Months Stay in 
Paris I ſhould have agreed to it, for I really 


could not think of parting with this love! 


Couple, particularly ſince reading the Hi 


_ tory of their Amours ; ſo that I readily 
agreed to the Propoſal, and thought myſelf 


extremely happy in having the Pleaſure of 
T 8 their 


- that was not noble; and the very 


TRAN RS > 
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their Company . much longer than I ex- 
COT EO ne ah antes Oe 


Sons Shes in the Worli is io comarte- 


able for odd Love Adventures, and indeed 
Scandal, as Paris, a Gentleman came to 
viſit the Count when we were ſettling our 


Rout to Languedoc; he was one of thoſe idle 
Sort of F ls - who make it the Buſineſs of 
their Life to pry into all the little Tittle- 


tattle and Scandal of the Town, and then run 
about to tell it to whoever will hear them. 
Without any Preamble. or Formality he up 


and told us as the News of me Day the fol- 


lowing Adventure. 


A rich Mercer in 8, t. Deninir-flreet has a 
Daughter, who, though ſprung from a 
Race of Roturiers *, deſpiſed ev wy thing 
houghts 

of a Courtaud de Boutique, i. e. a Shopkeeper, 
becoming her Huſband, threw her noble 
Lädyſhip very often into Fits; nothing but 
a ſine Gentleman with a Sword, a laced Coat, 
and a white Feather in his Hat, would 80 
down with our Belle. 5 


Tu Chevalier de Menille, a Kni ght more 


famous for his Exploits in the Field of Venus 
than of Mars, or, to ſpeak in plain Lan- 
guage, a Rake who eee it the whole Buſi- 


neſs of his Life to debauch heedleſs unthink- | 
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17 ing Girls, having by Accident ſeen Eliza, 
1 (the Name of the Merchant's Daughter) in 
a Church, ordered one of his Mercurys, of 
whom he had always two or three about his 
Perſon, to follow her home, and to bring 
him next Morning a diſtinct Account of her 
Name, Birth and Character, c. which the 
Aid de Camp eafily accompliſhed, by the 
owerful Influence of Half a Crown to the 
3 Maid; and made a faithful Re- 
* port to our Colonel (for you muſt know 
0 that he is ſecond Colonel to the Regiment of 
Perigord ) who ſoon formed his Plan. 


As he had a pretty large Eſtate, and ex- 
pended the greateſt Part of his Yearly In- 
come upon Projects of this Nature, he right- 

ly judged that the laying out to the Value 
of a Hundred Piſtels with the Mercer, would 
procure him free Acceſs to his Houſe as often 

as he pleaſed ; and as he is a Man extremely 
active and cannot bear Slowneſs in the Car- 
reer of Gallantry, he flew to the Mer- 
chant's Shop, where aſk and have was the 
Word, | 


TREE Mercer soncluded that his good 
Angel had ſent him ſuch a noble Cuſtomer, 
and thought he could do no leſs than invite 
him to Dinner; but our Colonel happening 
to be engaged that Day begged to be ex- 
cuſed, and added that he would with Plea- 
. ſure come and take Share of a Family Sup- 
per: So ſaid, ſo done; the Mercer ſent for 
the famous Fracin the Cook, and ordered him 
| to 
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to get what was delicate and nice ; and Miſs 
Eliza took Care to. employ the whole A fter- 

"noon to ſet off her natural Charms (which 
to fpeak the Truth are not at all con- 
temptible) with all the Ornaments of Dreſs ; 
for ſhe reſolved poſitively to make the Colo- 

nel her Slave, and he poſitively to make her 
ſomething worſe. | 


WEII, they met, eat and drank heartily, 
fared one another out of Countenance, ſigh- 
ed every now and then, and made ſtrong 
Love in dumb Shew. The Colonel, who 
was no Novice in the Trade, thought himſelf 
pretty ſure of his Prize, and poor Miſs made 
no Doubt of her Conqueſt. „ 


Tk v parted very good Friends, and in 
full Hopes; but before the Colonel went out 
he begged Permiſſion to viſit now and then 
the lovely Eliaa, and made ſuch a fine Com- 
pliment upon her Wit and Beauty, that the 
Mercer, as well as his Daughter, thought he 
was fairly in for it; and the old Fool fancied 
it would be a mighty fine Thing to have a 
Colonel for his Son- in- law, fo recommended 
_ earneſtly to his Daughter, who wanted no 
prompting, to be mighty complaiſant. 


* - by : >. Un 2 
P 


Tux Colonel returned next Day magnifi- 
cently dreſſed, had a fete a tete with MNademoi- 
felle, declared his Paſſion with all the Symp- 
toms of a Man deeply ſmitten, fell on his f 
| Knees, croſſed his Hands over his Breaſt, | 


looked languiſhing and filly, and begged ſhe 


. 
ap 
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would 
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would pity his poor diſtracted Heart. Miſs 
bluſhed and held out for a While, but at laſt 
told him very ſincerely, I do believe, that ſhe 
- wiſhed all he ſaid might be true. Here Mon- 
fieur le Colonel called all the Gods and God- 
deſſes to witneſs the Sincerity of his Flame, 


and ſealed his Proteſtations with glewed Lips 


to Miſs's fair Hand, which ſhe, poor Girl, 
had not Strength, nor I fancy Inclination, to 
retire: Thus they went on for ſeveral Days, 


during which the Colonel. acted the perfect 


Lover, with ſo much Dexterity, that poor 
Miſs was over Head and Ears in Love, and 
dreamed of nothing but a Prieſt and a Wed- 


ding Ring. 


As nothing pleaſes a Woman's Vanity 
more than that her Conqueſts ſhould make a 
Noiſe, Eliza reſolved that her's ſhouig re- 
main no longer a Secret, and therefore went 
to viſit Miſs Tere/a a Neighbour and Friend, 


and told her all that had happened, begging 


ſhe would come and ſee what a glorious 
Lover ſhe had got; Miſs Tereſa, as ſhe is, 
without diſpute, one of the prettieſt Girls in 
Paris, thought it an Affront to her Beauty 
that a fine Gentleman ſhould fall in Love 
with any but herſelf, and therefore reſolved 
to try the Power of her Charms upon our 
Colonel, who was ſo ftruck at her firſt Ap- 
pearance, that, notwithſtanding his natural 
Aſſurance which is what he excells in, he 
could get no farther than my God ! what's 
this ] however, that he might give no Um- 
brage to Eliza, he whiſpered in her Ear, 


how 


— 
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how mal d propos this Girl comes to interrupt 
my Happineſs. 4 

He then got his Tongue a little untied, 

and faid all the fine Things that he had either 
read or could think of, and before he left the 
Houſe got Permiſſion to pay his Reſpects to 
Tereſa at an Aunt's Houſe with whom ſhe 
lived, having neither Father nor Mother ; 
but to make a long Story ſhort, for I fear you 

are already tired with my Colonel's Amours, I 
fhall only tell you that poor Eliza was aban- 
doned by this roving Warrior, I mean he 
loved her no longer though he continued his 
Viſits, and protefted as much as ever, but 
Tereſa was the Idol of his Heart, He re- 
folved to debauch her firſt, and with that 

| View went two Days after he had ſeen her at 

EE  #hz&'s to her Aunt's Houſe, and in a very 

1 ſolemn Manner aſked the old Lady's Permiſ- 


E | ſion to make his Addreſſes to her Niece, with 
an Intention to marry her if he was ſo ha 
* as to gain her Conſent; adding, that her 
: Fortune was a Thing very indifferent to him 
ſince he had enough of his own to ſupport. 
g them both. 


| Tux eld Woman ' mightily pleaſed with 
5 the Behaviour and Perſon of her Niece's 
: Lover, told him that ſhe was very ſenſible 

©. of the Honour he did them ; and that if her 
1 | Niece would follow her Advice he would 

; meet with no Obſtacles to the Accompliſh- 
ment of his Wiſhes ; upon which ſhe role 

from her Chair, and conducted him to Te- 
Jo | 8 reſa's 
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reſa's Chamber, where ſhe left him, under 
Pretence of ſome preſſing Buſineſs. | 
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Map, ſaid he, when the Aunt was 
gone, I believe you are too clear-fighted not 
to have perceived the ſudden Effects of your 
Charms when I had the Honour of ſeeing 
you at Eliza's; I am now come to aſſure you 
that from that Moment I leſt my Liberty, 
and greedily loaded myſelf with your Chains ; 
hitherto I have rambled from Fair to Fair 
and had no matrimonial Defigns ; but you 
have at laſt fixed my roving Diſpoſition, and 
if my Perſon and Fortune are not difagreeable 
to you, I. offer you both, and ſhall reckon 
the Poſſeſſion of the charming Tereſa the only 
Blefling that can make me happy. ' 


_. Your Declaration, Sir, anſwered ſhe, 


would very much ſurprize me did I imagine: 


it to be ſerious, but I know that it is the uſ- 
ual Practice of the Gentlemen of the Army 


to make Love to every Woman they, meet 


with; they look upon this to be an indiſ- 
penſable Point of Gallantry, and we are, 
generally ſpeaking, Fools enough to fancy 
that our Merit produces this Effect; but Þ 
muſt beg Leave to tell you, that I am far 


from imagining that every Man who ſees me 


muſt give up his Liberty, and become my 
Slave; beſides, Sir, how is this amorous 
Declaration of yours conſiſtent with your 
Proteſtations to my Friend Eliza? If you 
are ſerious with me you betray her; and I 
have a better Opinion of your Sincerity than 

| | to 


, 7 
- 
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to think you capable of ſuch a Treachety ; 
but ſuppoſing it otherwiſe, and that my 
Charms, as you call them, had brought about 
this miraculous Change, can you harbour 
ſuch a mean Opinion of me as to imagine I 
would ſupplant my Friend, and rob her of 
what ſhe has a better Right to than I can 
pretend, e | l 


1 own, Madam, replied he, that I have | 


faid ſome tender ſoft Things to Eliza, but I 


believe ſhe will not venture to ſay that J ever 


made Uſe of the Word Marriage; or made 
the leaſt Infinuation that my Viſits were up- 
on that footing ; ſo that all ſhe can lay to 


my Charge is ſome looſe Declarations of Love 


which Cuſtom authorizes, 14-23 


Very well, ſaid ſhe, I have a ſtrong In- 


elination to believe you; but before I go 


farther, Friendſhip obliges me to know 
Eliza's Sentiments, and if I find that ſhe can 
| ſurvive your Loſs, I don't know but I may 
capitulate upon fair and honourable Terms; 


in the mean Time, I beg you'll retire and 


not come near this Houſe for a Week, by 


that Time I ſhall be determined whether 1 


will ſtand a Siege or hang out a Flag of 
Truce. I obey you, Madam, cried the 
Colonel in an amorous Tranſport, but re- 
member that I am reſolved to gain the Fort 
or die in the Attempt ; ſo made his Bow and 
walked off, 


Tereſa 
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Tereſa had no Patience till ſhe was with 
her Friend, and was in ſuch a Hurry that ſhe 
forgot her Fan and Gloves, and even the 
little killing Patch under the left Eye. She 
bounced in upon Eliza, whom ſhe- found, 
poor Girl, hammering out, with great Toit 
and Labour, ſomething in the Verſe Way 
upon her dear dear faithful Son of Mars. 


_ ParDon,' my Dear, ſaid ſhe, — but 
now I think on't — Dear Gentleman, pardon 
my ſpinning out this trifling Story to ſuch 
an extravagant Length. I have been led, I 
don't know how, from one thing to another 
contrary to my Intention, and I am afraid 
very much contrary to your Satisfaction; but 
J will haſten my Pace, and go through what 
remains with all potfble Expedition. Well, 
I ſee by a Nod of Approbation that you give 
me Leave to go on; but, by way of a ſecond 
Digreffion, it will be proper to tell you, be- 
cauſe you'll no doubt wonder how I came to 
know every Word of their Converſations, 
that I had the whole Story from Tereſa's own 
Mouth, and that I have a wonderful good 
Memory. Now to my Story, i 


Paknod, my Dear, ſaid ſhe, my Intru- 
ſion at a Time when you are buſy in writing 
what -- as I hope to live- Verſes ---- 
why then with your good Leave, Sheps 
herdeſs, I muſt and will know the happy 
Swain. Ah! Tereſa, ſaid the languiſhing 
Eliza, excuſe my he you know the 


Vol, I, Cauſe. 
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Cauſe. Ay, I know the Cauſe; and the 
dear Cauſe was telling me juſt now that I 
muſt make Verſes too. What do you mean 
vou mad Creature, ſaid mournful Ela? 
Why, I mean to aſk you a few Queſtions, 
to which I deſire categorical Anſwers. 


Dip ever the Colonel tell you that he 
loved you? Ves. Did he ever ſay that he 
intended to marry you? No. What would 

Fou ſay if I named a Perſon to whom he has 
not only made ſtrong Declarations of Love, 
but preſſed her hard to go before a Prieft ? 
I ſhould ſay that I am deceived and that he's 
a Traitor; but pray who is this happy 
Nymph? I am, Madam, yeur Ladyſhip's 
-moſt obedient humble Servant, and the 
Goddeſs to whom your Colonel pays his Ado- 


ARE you in Jeſt or Earneſt, Tereſa? 
In Earneſt, Child, in "downright Earneſt : 
I reſolve to revenge his Treachery to you by 
the terrible Puniſhment of Matrimony with 
me ; and don't you think I act the Part of 
a Friend? Why, Madam, ſaid Eliza, if 
you are in Jeſt your Raillery is unſeaſonable, 
and if in Earneſt, you might have ſpared 
yourſelf.the Trouble of coming to inſult 


.. WELL obſerved, upon my Reputation; I 
_ greet you well, my dear Eliza; and if we 
never meet Maids blame your faithful War- 
rior; with that ſhe made a very low _ 
. | te y 


* 
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'teſy and walk'd with a regimental Pas towards 


the Door. Go baſe Woman, cried Eliza in 


a terrible Fury, and take this along with you, 


that I never defire to fee your Face, Maid, 
Wife, or Widow. 1 


WHEN the noble Colonel had regularly 
performed Quarantine he came to know his 
Fate, and as it often happens with Lovers 
who are deeply ſmitten, the poor Gentleman 
quite loft the Uſe of his Tongue, and could 
not for his Life get farther than Madam I 
come —— I ſee fo, Sir, faid Tereſa laugh- 


ing, and I hope it is with a Defign to 


draw me out of a terrible Scrape. You 
muſt know that Eliza is in great Rage 
againſt me, to whom ſhe attributes your 
Infidelity, and ſhe takes on fo heavily that I 
am afraid the poor Creature will die, but 1 
would not willingly be the Caufe of her 
Death ; ſo pull up your noble Courage, 
ood Colonel, and return to your old 
Fore: I can tell you for your Encourage+ 
ment that ſhe loves you paſfionately, and I 
but very moderately ; that ſhe's conftane, 
kind and good-natured, and that I am fickle, 


peeviſh and extravagant; put her and her 


Qualities in one Scale, and me and mine 
in another, and wed me then if you dare. 


, 
i 


Tie a Soldier's Trade, Madam, to d 


Dangers and deſpiſe them; if you are peev- 
iſh I will be kind, if you are extravagant I 


will gently adviſe you: Come, my dear 


U2 Tereſa, 


Tereſa, let us for once take a Leap in the 
dark, and tie ourſelves for better and for 
[| _ worſe. Fair enough I vow, cried ſhe ; but 
f What ſhall we do with poor Eliza? I can- 
: not muſt not break her Heart, —— But after 


all, I think I muſt net break youn neither, 
nor die an old Maid, 


| WELL --- no- yes --- ay, ay, it muſt 
. and it ſhall be ſo.— Iwill ſend her a Chal- 
| lenge to fight me with Sword and Piſtol ; if 
the accepts, I certainly kill her, if ſhe re- 
fuſes, you certainly leave her ; for no Offi- 
cer can rank with a Coward : How do you 
like my Scheme, Sir? But indifferently, 
Madam ; for if you ſhould fall! Why true 
l muſt have one Week more to think 
of that, ſo farewel dear Colonel till this Day 
Seven- night, when I ſhall expect to have the 
| Pleaſure of ſeeing you again; and I hope 
then to give you ocular Demonſtration that I 
can ſtand a Thruſt, or a Brace of Bullets, 
without bodily Harm. But Madam - 
No Buts, Colonel, but march, for I com- 
mand, 
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Tas poor Slave went out 1 
what an imperious whimſical Devil have we 
got here ; but when all is ſaid and done, I 
Am fo wofully in Love with this Mrs. Mad- 
| cap, that I believe I ſhall be Fool enough 
| "MY mar her if nothing elſe will do. b 


Now 
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Now imagine the Scene diſcovers Miſs 
Tereſa, ſitting at a Table in a very penſive 
Poſture, and ſpeaking to herſelf; for the 
Women you know often do ſach Things: 
« OO Love, cricd ſhe, ſighing! O Friend- 
c ſhip, added ſhe, weeping! ” But you'll 
perhaps aſk me, how do you know that ſhe_ 

ſighed and weeped ; my Anſwer is ready, 
' ſhe told me ſo and I have Reaſon to believe 
it. OO 


Werrr, O Love O Friendſhip! O 
Colonel l O Elza ! what terrible Havock 
do you make in my poor divided Heart! 
Shall I baſely betray my Friend? No. Shall I 
break my own Heart? As little. What then? 
Let me ſee; the Man loves me and I love 
him, that's true; Eliza loves the Colonel and 
he loves not her, that is as true; now by the 
Rule of Proportion, where the Odds is two 
to one the Game ought to be given up, that's 
to fay, it is as evident as Demonſtration can 
make it, that Mrs. Eliza's Pretenſions to the 
Colonel are not equal to mine; and yet EF 
cannot get it out of my Head but that I 
wrong her: Come, I muſt write her a Let- 
ter, her Anſwer will, perhaps, determine 
me one Way or other; if it is moving, 1 
ſhall for ought I know deſire the Colonet te 
move off, and if it is provoking I will marry 
him out of meer Spite ; fo to Work ſhe went 
and wrote the following ludicrous Letter, of 
which ſhe took a Copy ; and here it is, writ 
with her own Hand : reads, | 
. U> T5 
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To Mrs. 14435 


ERE I not one of the beſt natured 
Creatures alive, I ſhould make your 
Ladyſhip heartily repent your late Behaviour; 
but I conſider that, in your Caſe, it is not 
an eaſy Matter to keep one's Temper, and 
therefore I have ſo far got the better of my 
Reſentment as to conſult with you how Iam 
to behave with your Colonel, who lays ſo 
cloſe Siege to me, that I believe he will at 
laſt force me to ſurrender, unleſs you can fall 


upon ſome Stratagem. to make him abandon 
the Attempt. 


— 


_ Hz ſolemnly REO" he never loved you, 
nor had. the leaſt Intention to marry you, and 
ſwears luftily that he muſt and will have me. 
The Man, I know, is a conſummate Rake, 
bat I am ſo geod a Chriſtian that I intend to 
make him my Huſband, meerly for his Con- 
verſion. You know by your own Experience, 
dear Madam, that we all love to have Huſ- 
bands. Here's a Man who loves me, and 
the Devil's in't if I don? t cure him of his 
ragabling. 


Now, if out of Complaiſance, or en 
Ge the Sake of Intereſt, he ſhould marry you, 
what will be the Conſequence? Why truly, 


* Gentleman haviog no Gouſt for the 
« | Nuptial 
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Nuptial Bed, will continue his former Courſe 
of Life and doubly damn himſelf, ſo that by 
marrying me he goes to Heaven, and if he 
- marries you he goes you know where. 


PRITHEE conſult thy Conſcience, or ra- 
ther thy Confeſſor, and aſk whether it be 
lawful for a Woman to indulge ſenſual ' Ap- 
petites at the Expence of a Man's Soul ; and 
if he gives it ander his Hand that ſhe may, 
take him with all my Heart; but if other- 
wiſe, let me ſave his Soul, and you will very 
much oblige e 

Your moſt humble Servant, 


TERESA. 
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ELlzA's Anſwer, 


Have no Notion, Madam, that a Woman 

1 who betrays her Friend is capable of 
loving or being loved by a Huſband, If the 
Colonel is ſo mad as to marry a Creature of 
your Character, when the Honey Month is 
over, he will, no doubt, think himſelf you 

| know where; and IT am apt to believe that 
he will give more than ever into all Manner 
of Debauchery, _ 9-H 


I ſhall not give myſelf the Trouble to 
conſult my Confeffor upon the Matter ; but 
if you will conſult your own Conſcience, 
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it will or ought to check you for your baſe 
and treacherous Behaviour to 


Dur ones ſiucere Friend, 
- 1 FT 4 


_ Warn Tere/a * this Letter ſhe tore it 
to Pieces, and vowed ſhe'd have the Man, 
conte qui coute, coft what it would ; and when 
he came to know what was to be his Fate, 
ſhe told him that having maturely conſidered 
the Cafe ſhe was reſolved to make him her 
Lord and Maſter upon two Conditions: The 
firſt, that he would promiſe upon his Honour 
that he would be faithful to his Marriage 
Vows at leaft for one Year, and the next that 
he would viſit Eliza, and declare that he ne- 
ver intended to marry her. 


Tax Colonel jumped for Joy, and would 
* promiſed to hang any body but himſelf 
©. pleaſe her! He exactly performed what 
3 Eliza, and that poor Lady had the 
Mortification to ſee herſelf abandoned by a 
Man whom ſhe ftill loved ; ſhe behaved, 
however, while the Colonel was with her, as 
if ſhe did not at all value the Loſs of him; 
but this was all Grimace, for when he was 
one ſhe burſt out in Tears, and for ſome: 
Day wept herſelf almoſt blind, 


In the mean Time the Colonel and Mifs 


Tereſa were advancing apace towards Matri- 
5 . mony, 
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mony, at leaſt as ſhe thought; and one 
Morning, as ſhe was taking more than uſual 
Pains at her Toilet, with a Deſign, no 
doubt, to look charming when her Lover 
came, his Servant brought her the following 
Letter. | 


SHISPIESSSSSSS 
To Miſs TERESA. 


HO? I could riſk my own Life and 
Fortune for the Poſſeſſion of the lovely 
Tereſa, and am certain that my future Hap» 
pineſs or Miſery depends upon it; yet I can» 
not think of doing a Thing which might 
prove of very bad Conſequence to the dear 
i 2 of my Soul without firſt acquainting 
er. | a 


Know then, my dear Tereſa, that Paſſion 
having hitherto given me no Time to reflect, 
I have been hurried on without thinking of an 
eſſential Obſtacle to my Happineſs ; but now 
that nothing ſcarce remains but the Ceremony 
of the Church to unite us for ever ; I begin 
to think ſeriouſly of a married State, which 
naturally leads me to conſider whether an 
Uncle, whoſe Heir I am, and on whom TI 
intirely depend, will be fatisfied with this 

Match. As he is the moſt avaricious Man 
alive, he will never give his Conſent to my 
marrying a Woman without Fortune; and 
if I ſhould commit Matrimony without con- 


"% 
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| ſulting him, he would certainly ſettle his 
Succeſſion without conſulting me. What 
to da in this intricate Caſe is the Queſtion, 


SHALL I make the charming Tereſa mi- 
ferable, which muſt be .the Conſequence, 
conſidering the Load of Debt that lies upon 
my Eſtate, more indeed than it is worth, 
though the World believes quite otherwiſe ? 
No, that would be baſe and ungenerous. 
Shall I, on the other Hand, give up my Pre- 
tenſions, and thereby render myſelf the moſt 
miſerable of all Men? That Thought is kil - 
ling and I cannot bear it. I ſee but one Way 
of reconciling Love and Intereſt, and that is 
private Marriage, which muſt be concealed 


like Murder, till it pleaſes God to call the 


eld Gentleman to himſelf, who being now 
upwards of Fourſcore, muſt by the Courſe of. 
Nature ſoon decamp. 


Ty you tell me that I muſt wait till his 


Death happens, I ſhall conclude that you 


neither love me, nor are perſuaded of the 
Sincerity of my Paſſion, and how unhappy 
ſhould I be in either of the Caſes: For 


Heaven's Sake conſult with your Aunt; if 


her Opinion is favourable, you will be ſuſh- 


ciently authorifed to come into my Propoſal ; 
and if otherwiſe, I muſt ſacrifice my own 


Happineſs to the Regard which I have for 
the charming Tereſa ; but I would fain flatter 

myſelf that Ladies of your Aunt's and your 
good Senſe will conſider my unhappy Caſe, 


| and that my Scheme is what is daily prac- 


tiſed ; 
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tiſed; for which Reaſon the complying with 
it can bring no Reflection upon her or you. 
I ſhall wait with great Impatience, but not 
without Dread, the Return of the Bearer, 
which will probably determine the Fate of 


Your faithful Slave, 
The Chevalier pe MNII Lx. 


eech be 


TERESA'S Anſwer. 


ATRIMON under eaſy Circum- 
ſtances is tolerable, but Love and 
Poverty ſeldom dwell together. While we are 
very fond of one another we may put up with 
a bad Dinner, but once the fiery Age is off 
farewel Love. I believe neither you nor I, þ 
good Sir, are ſo intoxicated with it as to jump A 
= headlong into the Gulf of Matrimony; ſo Wi 
that before the fatal Knot is tied, we will f 
think a little Confideration is neceſſary; for 
my Part, I am juſt now going to conſult 
with my Aunt, who will tell you herſelf, 
if you call here this Afternoon, whether 
the thinks you and I can live upon Love. 


ADIEU. 


' 


Tux 
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Tx Colonel did not well know what to 
make of this Letter ; but reſolved, in all 
Events, to feel the Aunt's Pulſe, whom he 
found more tractable than he imagined. In 
ſhort every thing was ſettled, and the two 
Lovers were to be married next Evening by a 
Prieſt of the ColonePs chuſing, who to avoid 
Scruples which he might have met with from 


the regular Clergy, got the Affair done by 


one of his own Mermidons, who, knew the 
Form ; and by Virtue of that facrilegious 
Benediftion took Poſſeſſion of the lovely 


Tereſa, with whom he cohabited about eight 
Days, and then pretended an Obligation of 


oing to his Uncle's Country Seat, about a 
Hundreg Miles from Paris, where he would 
be obliged to remain a Fortnight or three 
Weeks. Eight Days Poſſeſon of one Wo- 


man was a new and a very inſipid Thing to 
our Colonel. 


Tereſa had already loſt all her Charms ; 


Eliza not yet enjoyed was now the Darling 
of his Heart; and being fully reſolved to 
ved her in the ſame Manner he had Tereſa, 
«he went to his own Lodgings and wrote her 


the following Letter. g 


— 
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a b r 


To Ars, ELIZ A. 


MAD AM, e 

AIs impoſſible to conceive how I have 
8 been bewitched with that coquettiſh 
Creature Tereſa, whoſe irregular Conduct 
has at laſt opened my Eyes, ſhewing me at 
the ſame Time how much I have been de- 
luded by that whimſical Gypſie, and with 
what monſtrous Ingratitude I have treated 
the kind and generous Eliza; but could Bit- 
terneſs and Anguiſh of Heart obtain For- 
giveneſs, and reſtore me to the Favour which 
I have unworthily loſt, no Puniſhment that 
you could inflict could equal the Torture I'm 
juſt now under. - 


Ir is indeed ſurpriſing with what Rapidity 
and Obſtinacy I plunged into the Gulf, from 
whence without a happy Accident I could ne- 
ver have been delivered ; but what will my 
Deliverance ſignify, if the fair Eliza has 
withdrawn that Affection which, before I was 
mad, ſhe was pleaſed to beſtow upon me, 
and which made me perfectly happy. 


O Tereſa ! Tereſa ! to what a wretched 
Condition haſt thou reduced me, and how 
ſhall I ſtruggle againſt the Storm that now 
rages in my throbbing Breaſt ! If my dear 
injured Eliza can but pardon, all will be 

Vol. I, es well 
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well yet; but if otherwiſe, J am loſt, for 
ever latte 


o- morrow I ſhall be cloſe Ay you at the 
Church of the Cordeliers; and when you are 
putting up fervent Prayers to Heaven for the 
Pardon of your Offences, my languiſhing 
Eyes ſhall put you in mind that to be for- 
given you muſt forgive ; and I hope Religion 
will ſupply the Want of Love to which I 
have no more any juſt Claim. Alas! juft 
Claim! Can he who has ſo baſely broke 

through all the Rules of Honour and Grati- 4 
tude pretend to any ſuch Thing? No, my 4 
dear Eliza, I have wantonly forfeited your 92 
Eſteem; and if ever J am reſtored to Favour, 
Compaſſion alone muſt plead the Cauſe of 


the uniortunate. 


Chevalier DE MENILLE. 


[+ 1 4 4 oF | | a hi * . 8 
eee 
[i To the Chevalier pe MENILLE, 

4 HERE are few Women who would 
1 not, in my Caſe, be glad of ſo fa- 
i vourable an Opportunity of f revenging In- 
it | Jurſes; but I have à different Way of 
= thitking, and if your future Behaviour an- 
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fers to your preſent Proteſtations, you may | 
till have Pretenſions to the Favour of 


ELIZA. 


P. S. I ſhall examine your Looks To- 
morrow, and ſhall be glad to read your 
Converſion in them. 


/ 


VicToRIA, cried the Warrior, upon Re- 


ceipt of this Billet; ſhe jumps at the Bait, 


and I will jump at ſomething elſe before Im 


many Days older. 


THEY met next Day in the Church, 
where, after a little tender Chat, another 
Rendezvous at the Convent of the Gray- 
Friars was appointed, and here the Colonel 
finiſhed the Work of his Reconciliation ; but 
told her, that it would not be proper he 
ſhould appear at her Father's Houſe, nor be 
ſeen with her for ſome Days, till he had got 
ſome Letters and Jewels out of Tereſa's 
Hands. In ſhort they met ſometimes at one 
Place and ſometimes at another, always with 
great. Precautions for fear of Spies. 


Ar laſt, when he judged that Things 
were ripe for Execution, he told Eliza that 
he had a rich Uncle, who was to leave him 


his Eſtate, but was fo ' infatuated with Chi- 


meras of Nobility, that he would never con- 
ſent to his marrying a Merchant's Daughter; 
for which Reaſon, he propoſed their marry- 
. X 2 ing | 
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ing pr ivately, and not to declare their Mar- 


riage till after his Uncle's Death, which pro- 


bably would very ſoon happen, he being ex- 
tremely old. | Ee: 


Eliza was a little ſtartled at this Propoſal, 
and told him that ſhe could come to no Re- 
ſolution in an Affair of this Conſequence 
without her Father's Advice; but the Colo- 

nel anſwered haſtily, that if ſhe inſiſted on 


adviſing with her Father, the Project muſt 
miſcarry for many Reaſons too long to be 


repeated, 


Ar laſt, poor Eliza's Heart could ſtand 
out no longer againſt the prefling Sollicita- 
tions of this perfidious Man; ſhe fighed, 


dropped a few Tears, and told him, ſhe was 


ready to give him her Hand when ever he 
pleaſed. He expreſſed his Joy, no doubt, 
with all the Raptures of a happy Lover. 


Tux next Night they were married by the 
fame Operator whom he had already employ- 


ed and the Colonel was introduced privately 


for five or ſix Nights into Ekza's Apartment. 
But when ſhe thought herſelf ſecure and 


happy in the Poſſeſſion of a lovely Huſband, 


behold an Order, I mean a pretended one, 
from Court appears, and hurries the diſcon- 
folate Colonel to Alſace, where the Regi- 
ment was then in Quarters, WT» 


You may judge of the terrible Condition 
of both the Ladies at their neither ſeeing nor 
. hearing 
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but this was nothing compared to their Con- 
ſternation when at laſt, by ſome Accident or 
other, they diſcovered that they were both 
married and with Child to the ſame Man. 
I am told they both intend to proſecute him 
before the Parliament; and where this odd 
Affair will end Time only can diſcover. 


monger, ended his Story, and both the Count 


of us were very fond of ſuch Adventures; 


the Dramatis Per ſonæ that I don't think 
them worthy of my Remarks, and leave 
my Readers to judge of them as they think 
proper... 5 


THe Arrival of a Gentleman who had 
come to Paris, in the Retinue of the Por- 
tugueze Embaſſador, and with whom the 
Count was acquainted, made our Hiſtorian 
decamp, which gave me great Pleaſure; for 
I hate all thoſe Creatures who make it their 
conſtant Trade to dive into the Secrets of Fa- 
milies with a Deſign to expoſe their Failings. 


the Water-works of Yerjailles, Mark, and 
Trianon, were to play next Day for the Em- 
baſſador. As I had never ſeen theſe glorious 
Monuments of our Sovereign's Vanity diſ- 


playing their aqueous Wonders, I expreſſed 
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hearing from their Huſband for three Months, 


HERE our News, or rather. Scandal- 
and I were heartily glad of it, becauſe neither 


for my own Part I ſcarce had Patience to 
hear it out, and have ſo mean an Opinion of 


Tr1rs Portugueze Gentleman told us, that 


X 3 ſome 
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ſome Curioſity to ſee them ; and the Count, 


tho? he had already ſeen them playing, was ſo 
complaiſant as to ſay, that his Lady and he 


would accompany me; and he invited the 


Portugueze Gentleman to make a Fourth in 


his Coach, which he accepted. 


Troucn I have once and again told my 
Readers that they muſt not expect Deſcriptions 


from me; yet, left they ſhould fuſpe&t my 


Capacity, I will lead them through the Gar- 
dens in Triumph. But I think it would be 
prepoſterous te bring them there without 
telling them fomething of the Palace, whick 
in Lewis the Thirteenth's Time was but an 
indifferent Building, being then only a Rendez- 
vous for Hunting Matches; for there was but 
a ſingle Building, with a Front, two Wings 
with four Pavilions at the End of them,and this 
with a Park and Menagerie belonging to it. 
But Lewis XIV. intending to keep his Reſi- 
dence with a great Court here, began in 
1661 to environ the old Caſtle with one far 
more magnificent, and built Hotels or Pa- 
laces for Perſons of Quality, at fome Diſ- 
tance from it; and upon the Avenue of 
Paris is built a very regular Borough, both 
for the Plan and uniform Diſpoſition of 
Houfes, EY 


Toon the old Caſtle had its Paintings, 
and was enriched with other Embelliſhments, 
vet the King not judging it proportionable to 
the Magnificence of the new, pulled down 
the back Part in 1678, which has much 

= graced 
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aer aced the new, there being now a fair Sight 
of the Beauty of its Apartments, adorned 


with the fineſt Paintings and Sculpture of the 
ableſt Maſters of our Age. 


Tu fineſt Front, as I have already ſaid, 

js next the Gardens, on which Side there is 
a magnificent Portico, ſupported by Marble 
Pillars, and floored with Marble an hundred 
Yards in length; and the Gardens them- 
ſelves are not to be parallelled; all the 
beautiful Models that Itahy or the World af- 
fords were conſidered, in order to render 
them the moſt perfect of any thing of that 
kind; the Water- works eſpecially are in- 
imitable. 0X; 7108 


Tak Fountain of the Pyramid, the Caſ- 
cade of the Water-alley, the Triumphal 
Arch, the Dragon Fountain, the Pavilion 
Fountain, the Water-bower, the Fens, 
Theatre, Baſon of Ceres, the Water-moun- 
tain, the Baſon of Flora, the Banquetting 
Hall, Apollo's Baſon near the Grand Canal, 
the Iſland of Love, the Baſon of Saturn, the 
Baſon of Bacchus, the Baſon of Laiona, the 
Labyrinth and the Water Parterre, require a 
more artful Hand to defcribe them, and per- 
haps nothing but an actual View can furniſh 
us with an adequate Idea of their various 
Beauties, The Groves, Grottos, Laby- 
rinths and Orangeries alſo are exquiſitely 
contrived, | 
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Tas great Canal is Sixteen: hundred 
Yards long and Sixty- four broad, on which 


there are ſeveral Yachts and Galleys, in 


which the Court ſometimes divert them- 
felves. CCC 
TowaRDs the Middle of the Grand 


Canal is another which croſſes it, at one End 
whereof is the Menagery well ſtocked with 


all Manner of wild Beaſts; and at the other 


End is the beautiful little Palace of Tria- 
Aon. EF | | EY 


Tarr Water which ſupplics theſe Gardens 
is brought from the Sein, a League and a 
Half diſtant from Fer/ailles, being carried to 
an Aqueduct of Thirty- ſix Arches, ftanding 
on the Top of a Hill, by a prodigious Mar 
chine, which coſts about Twenty- five thou- 
ſand Pounds per Aunum to keep in Repair: 
From the Reſervoir the Water is conveyed 
by large Iron Pipes to the Fountains and 


Canals in the Gardens of Verſailles and 


Marli. 


Tr is a common Obſervation; that if the 


King had choſen a proper Situation where there 


was Plenty of Water, theſe Works would not 
have coſt a tenth Part of the Money they 


did; but it was to ſhew his Grandeur, or 
rather his Vanity, that he made Choice of a 


Place which had no Water near it, to erect 


- the fineſt Water-works in the World, and 


which nothing but a boundleſs Treaſure could 
Fo, have 


4 ans . 
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have effected; but our good Monarch by 
moſt extravagant Expences at home, and 
unneceſſary War abroad, propoſed to eter- 
nize his Memory, and acquire a Reputa- 
tion equal to any of the ancient Greets and 
Romans. | 


Wu we had taken a curſory View of 
all the ſurpriſing Objects, that from Step to 
Step preſented themſelves in this Paradiſe, 
we at laſt reached Trianon, which may be 
called a Summer-houſe to the Gardens of 
Verſailles, when you are in this enchanted 
Place you would be apt to think you were 
tranſported to China; for here you fee 
Rooms lined with Porcelain or China, in» 
ſtead of Wainſcot, and Floors laid with it. 


1 could not enter the Cabinet of Mirrors, 
nor throw my Eyes on the Coach where Miſs 
Scarron made an Attempt, or. rather ſeemed 
to make an Attempt, upon the good\ Jeſuit's 
Virtue ( for the Reader may remember that 
all the Advances ſhe made were concerted 
with Madam Maintenon) without laughing, 
which the Counteſs de Saluce obſerving, aſk» 
ed the Reaſon, and I promiſed to inform her 
when we were by ourſelves, 15 


Tak Portugueze Embaſſador, and all his 
Company, took Coach at Trianon, and went 
to Marli, which is another Palace built by 
Lewis XIV. between * and St. Ger- 
mains, containing one large Pavilion and 
twelve little ones, ſix on each Side. The 

| | Situation 
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Situation is lofty and extremely pleaſant, but 
the Buildings are not comparable to Tria- 
non. The Water- works are very beautiful, 

being ſupplied from the ſame Reſervoir that 
furniſhes Verſailles; and the grand Caſcade 
reſembles a River tumbling from a Precipice; 
the Baſons below it are adorned with Groups 
of Figures, and the Gardens afford ſuch a 


Variety of pleaſing Objects that the late 


King and Madam Maintenon choſe to ſpend 
a great Part of their Leiſure Hours here. 


Wx took Meudon- and St. Cloud in our 
Way back to Paris, the former the Reſi- 
dence of the late Dauphin, and the latter the 
Seat of the Duke of Orleans, Though both 
of them richly deſerve particular Deſcriptions 


for their natural and artificial Beauties; yet 


as I am quite cloyed with the Wonders of this 
Day, and I believe my Readers quite tired 
with following me about, I will give them 


and yer” too a attle Reſpite. 


As I am often liable to Fits of the Spleen, 
and at thoſe Times profoundly dull, my 
Readers may gueſs that it is ſo with me juft 
now when J have no better Entertainment to 


offer them than an old tedious Tale about 


Paris; but once more let me tell the young 
Folks, that my Writings are calculated for 


ſedate old Age as well as frolickfome Youth, 


and that I would rather pleafe one old Man 


'of Senſe than twentv young Fools, with 


whom nothing can go down but Romances, 
Novels, and Love Adventures; but if 1 
entertain 
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entertain them now and then in the ludicrous 
= merry Strain, 'T muſt not quite forget to 


pleaſe myſelf and others with ſomething ſolid 
and uſeful, and for that Reaſon I muſt beg 
their Leave to put down the following Ac- 
count of Paris, which I copied out of an old 
Book. 1 . 


Paris upon the Seine in the Iſle of France 
is one of the faireſt and greateſt Cities in the 
World. Authors cannot agree as to the 
original Name, or who was the Founder of 
it; but if we will believe Euſebius it is older 
than Rome. Julius Cæſar ſpeaks of Paris as 
well as Julian the Apoſtate, who ftaid in it 
a great while during his Reſidence in Gaul. 
The Latin and Greet Names of it are various, 
as Lutetia, Leucetia, Leucotetia, Pariſi and 
Lutetia Pariſſorum. 


Paris, was formerly divided into three 
Parts, the City, Town, and Univerſity. The 
City is very ancient, built in an Iſle formed 
by the River Seine, where yet may be ſeen 
the two old Gates, which are the Great and 
Little Chatelet, the Names of Priſons. 


Wr is moſt conſiderable in it are, the 
Metropolitan Church of Notre-dame or V ir- 
gin Mary, La Sainte Chapelle or Holy Chap- 
pel, with ſeveral other Churches, and the 


Palace where the Parliament and other So- 


vereign Courts hold their Seſſions: This 
Palace was the ancient Reſidence of the 
Kings, and the Hall of St. Louis may 
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yet be ſeen in the Conciergerie or Priſon 
there. 


TRE Town that lies to the north Part is 
lower than the reſt, and built laſt ; it has 
eight Gates, is crowded with Inhabitants, 
and contains a vaſt Number of Churches, 
Palaces, &c. 


THe moſt famous s Building in this Quarter 
is the Louvre, the King's ordinary Refidence 
ſince Lewis XII. Philip the Auguft began this 
ſumptuous Edifice in 1214, to lay up his 
Treaſure and Records therein, and to im- 
priſon Perſons of Quality. 
paired and enlarged it; and afterwards there 
were Additions made to it by Francis I, 
Henry II. Charles IX. Henry IV. Lewis XIII, 
and 5 XIV. 


Nor far from the Louvre is the Cardinals 


Palace, called now the Palace Royal, which 
was built by the Cardinal and Duke of 
Richelieu. 


1 ſhall not trouble the Reader with a De- 
ſcription of the Palaces of the Princes of the 
others belonging to the 


Nobility, nor ſay any Thing but barely to 


mention the Ar ſenal, Baftile, the Great and 


Little Chatelet, the Univerfity which Mon- 


fleur de Balſac called the Latin Country, and 


others the City of Learning, nor about the 


other Colleges built 4 regular and ſecular 
Perſons, 


Charles V. re- 
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Perſons, reckoned in all to be above Sixty, 


with about 8000 Scholars. 


Tus Parliament of Paris is the firſt in 
the Kingdom. Philip the Fair fixed it, and 
eſtabliſhed the Chamber of Ingugſts, which 
Charles VIII. divided into two, and 2 


the Teurnelle . 


Tae Chamber of Inque/ts was afterwards 
divided into five ; Francis I. created that of 


the Demeſnes ; and Henry III. added that of 


the Reguęſts of the Palace, The Court des 
Comptes, or a Sort of Exchequer, where the 
Finances and Demeſnes of the King are re- 
giſtered and taken Care of, was erected at 
Paris at the ſame Time as the Parliament 
Was. 


| Charles VI. eſtabliſhed the Court of Aids 


in 1355; Henry II. added a Chamber there- 


to, and Lewis XIII. afterwards added 2 
third. 


Tux Treaſury Chamber is the Juriſdiftion 
of the Treaſurers General of France; and 
the Conſtable, Marſhals of France, the Ad- 
miral, the Great Maſters Inquiſitors, and 


KReformers of the Waters and Forreſts have 


their Juriſdictions at the Marble Table. 


'® The Criminal Court, 
0 
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TIE Baily of the Palace hath his Cham. 
ws or Court in the Grand Hall, 


IN the Cloiſter of $+. 3 *. 3 
reis without the Palace Walls fits the Great 
Provoſt of the Houſhold ; and in the grand 
Chatelet is held the Court for adminiftering 
Juſtice, and: managing the Affairs of this 

eat City; where alſo the Preueſ of the 
Vierchanis and Echevins, or Mayor and She- 
riffs meet for the. ES, of Buſinefs under 
their Direction. 


THrtrre's. another Court of Juſtice * 
rior to all theſe mentioned above, which is 
the King's Council, and is divided into the 


Council of State, Exchequer, and Le Conſeil, 


des parties, or a Sort of Court of Chancery 
which receives Appeals in; ſeveral Caſes. 


Tae Council of State is compoſed of, 
Perſons whom the King is pleaſed to call, to, 
it, and are called Miniſters of State. 


FEE Council of the bo 1 of 


a Super- intendant or Comptroller- general, 


Intendants, Comptrollers, 88 and Ong 


ther Officers. 

Le Con ſeil FR Parties is - compoſed of the 
Chancellor, Councellors n and Maſ- 
ters of Requeſts. 
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WIRE I to give a Deſcription of its 
Churches, Convents, Hoſpitals, Colleges, 
Squares, Bridges, Gates and Suburbs, it 
would take up a whole Volume; but the 
Palace des Viftoires deſerves, not only for 


Grandeur of the Square itſelf, but alſo for a 


Monument of human Vanity erected in it, 
to be particularly taken Notice of. 


THrxs Square is called Place des Victoires, 
becauſe of a curious Statue there of Zews 
XIV. crown'd by a Victory, with a great 
many Bas-Reliefs, repreſentipg the moſt re- 
-markable Victories. of this Prince. This 
Statue was erected by the Duke De la Feuil- 
Tate, Marſhal of France, &c. in the Year 
1686; *tis Braſs gilt, ſtanding upon a Pe- 
deftal of white Marble ſtreaked, Twenty-two 
Foot high, fupported by four Slaves, and 
ornamented by Trophies and Bis-Reliefs 
of Brafs, repreſenting the moſt remarkable 
Paſſages and Actions of his Majeſty's Reign. 


TRE Groupe of this Statue conſiſts of three 
Figures, the King in his royal Robes being 
the principal; the next a Victory, who, 


” 


ſtanding behind him, puts a Crown upon his 


Head; and the third a three-headed Cerberus 


lying at his Feet. 


Taz King's Statue is thirteen Foot high, 
and Cerberus at his Feet repreſents the Triple 


Teague over which that Monarch is ſuppoſed 
to triumph: The Victory has one Foot upon 
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a Globe, in a riſing Pofture, and another in 


the Air ; ſhe ſpreads her Wings for a Flight 
and crowns the King as ſhe faweeps along. 


Trrs Groupe altogether, with the Globe, 


Hercules's Club, the Lion's Skin and Helmet, 
weighs about Thirty thouſand Weight, and 


yet was caſt at one ſingle running, which 


makes it one of the moſt curious Pieces of 


the Kind that the World can produce. But 
the Allies once threatened hard to come and 
demoliſh it, and had not a feaſonable Peace 
ſtopt their Journey, I believe they would 
have been as good as their Word. 


TE Univerſity which gives Name to that 
Part of the City which is ſituated on the 
South-fide the River Seine, the Pariſiens pre- 


tend is one of the moſt ancient in Europe, 


and that it formerly conſiſted of an hundred 
Colleges, though there are but Fifty-four 


Houſes at preſent that bear that Name, and 


of theſe not more than ten where Exerciſes 
are performed, viz. 1. Navarre. 2. Du 


Pleſis, which prepares the Students for the 


Sorbonne. 3. The College of Hrcourt. 
4. The College of Beauuois. 5. The Col- 
lege of the Cardinal Moine. 6, The College 
de la Marche. 7. The College de Liſieux. 
8. The College de Mantague. 9g. The Ccl 
lege de Graſſins. And 10. The College of 
the four Nations er Mazarin's College. 


In 
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IN this E are N IN Divinity; 

Law; Phyſic, and the Liberal Arts, compre- 
hending Hants, Languages, and Philo- 
ſophy. The Sirbonne, and the College of 
en are Appropriates, 10 to ws 
nity. . 


"Tas Schools for 8 are in 1 College 
of Camb ray; and the Phyſicians have a noble 
Anatemical Theatre in 9 Street de Bou- 
therie, and a Hall Kher * read Ber 


tures. | 


Tar Sorbonne, el one of the fineſt 
Colleges in Europe, not only on Account of 
its Buildings, but the learned Doctors who 
inhabit it, received its Name from Robert d 
Jorbonne its Founder, and made but a very 
mean Appearance till Cardinal Richelieu re- 
built and beautified it. The Church is a 
very elegant Structure, and has this Inſcrip- 
90 © over the ek pix. 2 e 


7 * 


DEO Bay: MAX. KIK Ie 
CARDINALIS DE RICHELIEVU, 


. I has a Dorne and four T owers ; and on 
the Side of the Court next the Heufe is 4 
handſome Portico, aſcended by ſixteen Steps, 
where we read another Inſcription, dix. 
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13 Joannis Card. Dux.de Richelieu, 
Serbenæ Proviſor, ædifcavit Domum, 
et exaltavit Templum Sunctum 
Damino 1642. 


Tur Infide ef the Church is adorned 
with Pilaſters of the Corintbian Order, be- 
tween which are Niches filled with Statues of 


Angels and Apoftles ; the Dome is finely 


painted, and the high Altar adorned with 

fix Marble Pillars of the Corinthian Order, 

their Bafes and Chapiters Braſs gilt; and on 

it is placed a fine Crucifix of white Marble, 

_—_— an admirable Piece of Workman- 
IP: 


Tg Tomb of the Cardi nal is in the 
Middle of the Choir, on which he is repre- 
fented in ar almoft cumbent Poſture, fup- 
ported by R his Fee and the * Sciences 
weeping # his cet. 


Tur Library is a handſome Fabric, ex- 


tremely well furniſhed with Manuſcrips as 


well as printed Books, having the Cardinal's 
Picture at one End of the Room, and his Buſt 
in Brafs at the other. The Fathers and 
School Divines are regularly placed one after 
another, with their reſpective Annotators 
under them. 


Tar College contains Apartments for 


Thirty-ſix Doctors; thoſe who are admitted 


amongſt them before they have obtained 
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their Doctor's Degree, are only ſaid to be 
| of the Hoſpitality of Sorbonne and not of the 
Society. | 5 e 
AFTER the Students have attended pub- 
lic Lectures three Years, they are qualified 
for the Degree of Batchelors, and wear 
Lamb-ſkins and Tippets two Years ; after- 
wards they are advanced to the Degree of 
Licentiates, when they are generally made 
Opponents to thoſe who come for their Doc- | 
tor's Degree: Pranſubſtantiation, the Tri- 
nity, and Incarnation, are frequently the 
Topics on which they diſpute; and in theſe 
Debates it is obſerved, that they take almoſt 
as much Liberty as they would in Proteſtant 
Countries. | 


TE Univerſity of Paris, according to 
their own Writers, was founded about the 
latter End of the Eleventh Century, Their 
firſt Statutes were inſtituted Anno 1215 by 
Robert Corceon Legate of the Holy See, in 
which Time there is no Mention made of 
any other Faculties, but Arts, Philoſophy 
and Divinity. . | 


Innocent III. introduced the Canon Law 
about the Year 1236; and it appears by a 
Bull of Pope Gregory's Anno 1231, that 
there were Phyficians then Members of this 
Univerfity ; Canon Law was only read in 
the Univerſity till the laſt Century, when 
Lectures were inſtituted for the Civil Law, 
and the common Law of the Nation, their 

. . Schools 
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_— deing fiſt founded for the Liberal 
Arts only. 4 | 


TE Head of the Univerſity who is 
called Rector, is always elected Mam that 
Body, and never of the other Faculties. 


He bas the Precedence in the Univerſity of 


all Perſons who are not Princes of the Blood ; 


his Habit of Ceremony is a Violet coloured 


Gown with a Mantle of Ermins; he is 
elected every three Months, 


Tk Faculty of Arts is aiffributed arhong 
the four Nations. 1. The Nation of France, 
2. The Nation of Picardy. 3. The Nation 
6f Normandy. 4. The German Nation, 
which 1 all foreign Nations, 
as German, Engliſh, . Iriſh, Italian, and 
every one of them have dan Latin 
Titles. 


Tuts Univerſity had bender Ka juni 
diction; and if 21 onè of its Members had 
Lemmitted a Crime, he was not anfwerable 
for it in other Courts, but the Caſe i is other- 


wiſe now, they have loſt moſt of their Privi- 


leges ; and other Colleges, Academies, and 

Societies for improving Arts and Sciences, 

have been erected of late Years by the Royal 

Licence and e in Oppoſition 

z it wefe to the niverfity,, which Ars 
vain” ene to prevent it. | 


Tut Revetiues of the Univerſity which 
arofe from a Grant of the Letter- Office were 
2 reſumed 


1 8 % . 
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reſumed by the Government, and only a 
Penſion of Forty thoufand Livres allowed to 
the ten Colleges, where Exerciſes were held 
till the Vear 1719, when the Duke of Or- 

leans by Letters Patent raiſed it to One hun- 
dred and twenty thouſand Livres; but as 
they are endowed with no Land Eſtate, they 
lie wholly at the Mercy of the Government, 
and whenever the Court has extraordinary 
Occaſion for Money, probably the. Univer- 
ſity will have their Penſion reduced. What 
contributes moſt to make Arts flouriſh in this 
Univerſity at preſent, is that Emulation which 
is between them and the other Colleges and 
Accademies, and an Apprehenſion that they 
may be one Day judged uſeleſs by the State, 

if they do not exert their Talents. 


'Trx Colleges which have no Dependance 
on the Univerſity are, 1. The College 
Royal, founded by Francis I. about the 
Year 1531, for Philoſophy, Eloquence, 
Mathematics, Phyſic, the Eaftern Languages, 
&c. ſituate near the College of Cambray. 
2. The Jeſuits College, on the Front of 
which is written in Capitals. 


COLLEGIUM LUDOY IC? MAGNI: 


Beſides which the Jeſuits have two other Col- 
leges wherein they obferve their own Diſ- 
cipline; but the Students cannot take their 
Degrees, unleſs admitted of ſome College in 

YL Tuts 
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TREIR Accademies are, 1. the French 
Accademy, which was at firſt only a Society 
bot ingenious Men who met once a Week at 
their reſpective Lodgings for Converſation, 
who being encouraged by Cardinal Richelieu, 
| attempted the improving and poliſhing the 
French — rk ; and 1635 the Accademy 
was eftabliſhed by a Royal Edict; Lewis 
XIV. appointed then an 1 Apart in the 
Louvre for holding their Aſſemblies. 


Tur Royal Accademy of Sciences was 
eſtabliſhed by Mr. Colbert about the Year 
1666, and is —— of the moſt celebrated 
Philoſophers, Mathematicians, c. for whofe 
Uſe the King built the Royal Obſervatory in 
St. James's Suburb, their Inſtitution being 
much of the ſame Kind as that of the Royal 
Society in London. 


TarRk was alfo a Royal acer eſta- 
bliſhed for Painting and deu by Letts 
XIII. and another for Architecture by Lewis 
XIV. and the Goblins was erefted by Royal 
Authority, wherem all mechanic Arts are 
exerciſed and improved, as the Manufacture 
.of Tapeſtry, Moſaic Work, wrought Plate, 
Hard-ware, or Works of fron, Steel, cad 
75. or Braſs, Embroidery, 8 
Tun principal Livraties' H Pari are, 
1. The Royal Library, containing, as ſome 
'fay, about Twenty thouſand Volumes of 
valuable Manuſcripts in the Oriental Greeh, 
277 _ | 


— 
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Latin, French, and other living and dead 


Languages, and about One hundred and 


thirty ſive thouſand printed Volumes after it 
received the Addition of the Books in the 
King's Cabinet at Verſailles; the fame Arret 


of the Council of State in 1720, which or- 


dered theſe Books, with the Medals and 
Rarities, to be tranſported to his Majeſty's 
Royal Library in Paris expreſly enjoined, 
8 no Book or Medal ſhould be lent out on 
any Pretence, but by the King's expreſs 


Order; but that all Perſons, as well Fo- 


reigners as others, ſhould be admitted to 
peruſe the Books, &c. and accommodated 
with Conveniencies for their Studies. 


Tus 1 An of St. Fi Cor, famous fan; ity 
Manuſcripts, and a great Number of excel-, 
lent Books, is open to the Fublle three Days, 
in a Week, 


Tur 3 af Cardinal Mazarin alſo; 


has been palilic ever. nee the Year 1680. 


Tur Library of M. Ripanfund, Advocate: 
of the Parliament of Paris was left to the 
Faculty of Advocates, on nee it ſhould 
Ve) publick: 


TRR Library: (of: the Fathers of the Chrtſ- 2 
tian Doctrine has been made e ſince 


ths Year 1718. 


Inn are Ge, other e Tbs Lib- 
r_ which: * open to the reſpective 
Societies 
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Societies to which they belong, as the Lib- 
of St. Martin's in the Fields, the Lib- 
rary of St. Genevieve, that of Sorben, the Je- 
ſuits, Ec * | | 


Trover I am perſuaded that many Per- 


ſons, into whoſe Hands my Travels may fall, 


have no Occaſion for ſuch Deſcriptions, 


which they have no doubt ſeen more ample 
and exact in other Books, yet as ſome of my 

Readers may not have had Occaſion to read 

any thing of this Kind, I ſhall add a few 

. the Hoſpitals, Squares, and Bridges of 
arts. 


Tun Hoſpitals of Paris, which are about 
Thirty in Number, ſome founded for poor 
old infirm Perſons, ſome for Foundlings, or 


Children whoſe unhappy Parents know not 


how to provide for them, whether legitimate 


or not ; others for Orphans, mad People, 
blind, Vagrants and Incurables ; of which 
the four chief are thoſe called Heſpital- 


| General, the Hotel Dieu, the Hoſpital of 
Charity, and the Hotel- Royal des Inva- 
lides, 


Tu Hoſpital General is a vaſt Pile of 
Building, containing fix diſtin Houſes; 
one whereof is for poor old Women and 
Girls: Another for poor Families and 
Foundling Children, the others for poor 


Women ſent here to The in, Beggars, Va- 


grants, Sc. In all the fix tis ſaid, there 
re frequently Ten thouſand People, who 


are 
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are employed in Work when they are well, 
and taken Care of when they are ſick; it 
was finiſhed by Cardinal Mazarin in 1657. 


Tar Hotel Dieu is the moſt ancient Hoſ- 
pital in Paris, and entertains all People 
who are brought thither, whether Natives 
or Foreigners, which occaſions it very often 
to be too much crowded. The Sick here are 
attended by the Nuns of St. Auſtin's with 
great Care and Tenderneſs; and the Danger 
and Trouble of this Office making it eſteem- 
ed meritorious, the Ladies of the firſt Qua- 
lity have ſometimes undertaken it, among 
whom was the Dutcheſs of Nemours, who 
took the Small Pox and died in it. 


Ie the Hoſpital of Charity, the Friars of 
St. John's perform the ſame Office as the 
Nuns do in the former. | 


Tu Hotel Royal des Invalides, or the 
Royal Hoſpital for wounded and infirm Sol- 
diers, is by far the moſt magnificent; it is 
compoſed of five handſome Quadrangles built 
of hewn Stone, of which the largeſt ſtands in 
the Middle of the reft, the Squares being 
furrounded with Piazzas and” Galleries above 
them make a very ſplendid Appearance. In 
the Refectories or Halls where the Soldiers 
eat, are all the famous Bates and Sieges 
| prong which were fought during the late 

eign. The Chapel is magnificent, parti- 
cularly the Cupola, which is adorned with 
admirable Paintings, 
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7 HE Officers, of whom there are uſually 


bedverh Four and Five hundred, lie two and 
two in a Chamber, each having a Bed to 
himſelf ; and the private Men, Six or Seven 
thouſand in Number, but not all in the 
Houſe at a Time, lie fix or ſeven in a Room, 
but every one has a Bed to himſelf; the 
Apothecary's Shop is extremely well contriv- 
ed, and well furniſhed with Drugs, and the 
Sick are attended by the Siſters "of St. La- 
* fa. # es 


Trax Officers are fix in a Mace, and the 
common Soldiers have every Man his Portion 
ſerved up to him in the common Halls; and 


they are permitted to go out and , negotiate 


their Aﬀairs two Days i in a Week. 


J was by this Ties quite ſick with the 


noiſome Smells of Hoſpitals, and therefore 
haſtened to the Place de Lewis le Grand to 
breath a little freſh Air; and ſince IJ am now 


there, Civility obliges me to tell my Readers 
that this Spuare is a large Octogon, open to- 
wards the Street of St. Honors, capable of 


containing Ten thouſand Men, and ſur- 
rounced with glorious Buildings ; but the 


greateſt Ornament is the fine Equeſtrian 
Statue of the late King Lewis XIV. in the 
Middle of it, twenty Foot in Height, and 


made of Braſs, ſaid to be run at one Caſt; 


it ſtands on a Marble Pedeſtal filled with th 


ſcriptions, containing the great Actions of 


4 
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A propos, ſo little qualified am I to give 
Deſcriptions, that when I was giving ſome Ac- 
count of the Place des Victoires, I forgot the moſt 
_ efſential Thing which is the grand Inſcription 
in Latin, and I believe my Female Readers 
would have forgiven me had'I altogether for- 
got it; but on the other hand, I confider 
that I have to do likewiſe with curious Vir- 
tuoſos, who. cannot pardon ſuch an Omiſ- 
ſion; and thereſore, to keep in good Terms 
with them, I ſhall take the Trouble to put 
orgy here though not in a very proper 

ce. | 


As I have already ſaid, this proud Mo- 
nument was erected by the Duke De la 
Feuillade to his Maſter's Glory in the Year 
1686. The Tenor of the grand Inſcription 
is as follows. Bus n 1 0 a0 


> 


 LUDOFVICO "magna, Patri exerci- 

tuum & Ductori, ſemper felici,, Domitis hoſ= 
tibus, protectis Socits, adjectis Imperio forttſ= 
fimis Populis, extructis ad Tutelam ſinium, 
Armiſſimis Arcibus. Oceans & Mediterraneo 
inter ſe junctis prædari Vetitis toto Mari 


Piratis: Emendatis Legibus. Deleta Cal. 


veniana Impietate; compulſis ad Reverentiam 
Neminis Gentibus remotiſſimis, cuncꝭiſque ſum- 
ma Providentia, & Viriute domi  forifque 
compoſitis. Franciſcus Viceromes Daubuſſon, 
Dux De la Fueillade, ex Franciæ paribus, 


& Tribunis Equitum unus in Alobrogibus Pro- 
CDI 2 2 rex 
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rex & Pretorianorum peditum prefettus ad 
Memoriam Pofteritatis our pas P. D. C. 


ENGLISHED thus: 


o Lewls the G.. the Father, and 
always ſucceſsful Leader of his Armies, 


* having ſubdued bis Enemies, protected 


„ his Allies, added mighty People to his 
Empire; builded impregnable Citadels to 
defend his Frontiers, joined the Ocean 
<c and the Mediterranean ; cleared the Sea 
<« of Pyrates, reformed the Laws, eradi- 
« cated Calviniſtical Impiety, compelled the 
<© remoteſt Nations to revere his Name, and 


<< ſettled all Things at home and abroad by 


<< his great Prudence and Valour: Fruncis 
< Viſcount Aubuſſon, Duke De la Fuillade, 
ee Peer of France, Colonel of Horſe, Vice- 


© roy of Savoy, and Captain of the Royal 


< Guards, to uate his Memory to 


| pe 
4 Pofterity, - has erected, dedicated, and 


£6 conſecrated this Statue. a 


Now my Hand's in, I nd Aill bikes a 
little Indulgence to ſome more dull De- 
{criptions, for which my Readers ought ra- 
ther to pity than to find Fault with me, 


ſince I can aſſure them with the greateſt 


Veracity that I am heartily tired with them. 


But, ſay they, if this be the Caſe, why do 


you plague us and yourſelf too with ſuch dry 


Wen Stuff? Why truly, to be very in- 


genuous, 
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genuous, the Reaſon is plainly this: I know - 
by myſelf how fond a Woman is of an en- 
tertaining Book, and that ſhe. would much 
rather loſe her Reſt than not to know the 
Reſult of a pretty Story, ſo that if I were 
not now and then a little dull, and by that 
Means give a little Reſpite, it might happen 
with every young Girl, into whoſe Hands 
my Travels happen to fall, as it did with 
a young Lady of my Acquaintance, who 
ſpoiled a pretty Pair of Eyes with poring 
Night and Day upon Caſſandra, J ſhould be 
very ſorry any ſuch Mifchief ſhould happen 
upon what drops from my. Pen, and therefore 
Ladies divert yourſelves the beſt Way you 
can, till I take a View of ſome Squares, Gates, 


TRE Place Royal is perfectly ſquare, and 
one of the largeſt in Paris, about the ſame 
Dimenſions as Lincoln's-Inn- Fields in Lon- 
don; it has a Piazza on every Side, and the 
Buildings are magnificent and uniform; in 
the Middle of it is an Equeſtrian Statue of 
Lewis XIII. erected by Cardinal Richelieu, 
with ſeveral Inſcriptions, expreſſing the moſt 
remarkable Events of his Reign. 


Tux Place called the Greve lies by the 
River Side; it is here the People aſſemble 
on rejoicing Days, and likewiſe the Place 
where Offenders are executed for capital 
Crimes, | 


23 Tax 
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Tux Place Maubert ſerves for holding 
one of the greateſt Markets in Paris, on 
Wedneſdays and Fridays Weekly, and lies 
near the Keys de Tournelle and St. Ber- 
nard. E * 56 


THE principal Gates are thoſe of &.. 
Denis, St. Martin's, St. Anthony's and St. 
Bernard, which are not unlike that of Temple- 
Bar in London, n 


Tux of St. Denis is Seventy-two Foot 
broad, and of the ſame Height, being built 
after the Model of an ancient Triumphal 
Arch; there are two little Portails on the 
Sides of the great one; the largeſt is 
Twenty-four Foot in Height, and on it 
ſeveral Baſſo Relievos repreſenting the French 
Armies paſting the Rhine, Waal, &c. with a 
vain Latin Inſcription, h | 


Tux Gate of St. Martin was built in the 
Lear 1674, after the ſame Model as that of 
St. Denis, repreſenting a Triumphal Arch 
with three Overtures, the largeſt fifty Foot 
in Height, and as many in Breadth, with a 
little Portail on each Side, with two In- 
feriptions, not leſs vain than that of St. 
Dienit. n 


Tux Gates of St. Anthony and St. Ber- 
nard are alſo both of them built after the 
Model of a Triumphal Arch; the latter is 

a adorned 


- 
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adorned with Baſſo Relievos on one Side, 
repreſenting the King diſtributing the Wealth 
brought into this City by Navigation. On 


the other Side, We ſee a God ſt | 7 2 Shi 
under full Sail. "FOOD mg P 4 


As Paris is divided by the River Seine 
into three Parts, there are not leſs than ten 
or twelve Bridges over the ſeveral Branches 
of it, of which the three principal are the 
Pont Royal, the Pont Notre-dame, and the 
Pont Neuf. | 


Tu Pont Royal is a plain Stone Bridge 
of five Arches, built croſs the united Stream 
of the Seine, over-againſt the Thuilleries 
about the Year 1685, in the room of a 
Wooden Bridge which was broken by the 
Floods. Lewis XIV. to perpetuate his 
Name, lodged in the Stone-work of this 
Bridge ſeveral Cedar-boxes, adorned with 
the Arms of France, in which he encloſed 
twelve Copper Medals, twelve of Gold, and 
twelve of Silver, with ſeveral Mottos relat- 
ing to his Conqueſts; this Bridge is Seventy- 
two Fathoms long, and eight Fathoms four 
Feet broad. 


TE Pont Notre- dame, or our Lady's 
Bridge, ſo called from its lying over that 
Part of the Seine which runs between the 
Iſland of Vorre- dame and the South Part of 
the Town, is alſo built of Stone, and hath 
Houſes on each Side as London Bridge, but 
is much ſhorter ; it was built by Lewis =_ 

| about 
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thing more diverting, 
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about the Year 1507, in the room of 2 


Wooden Bridge which was carried away by 
the Stream. 


Taz Pont Neuf, or New Bridge, is a 
adfome Piece of Architecture, and lies 
over both Branches of the Seine and the 
weſt End of the Iſland called the Palais; 


| it is One hundred and ſeventy Fathoms long 


and twelve broad, raiſed on each Side for 


Foot People to walk on, in which reſpect it 
is more commodious than London Brid 


but is not near ſo large nor ſo ſubſtantial, 


nor indeed is there any Occaſion that it 
ſhould, the Water not running with that 
Force it does at London, and there being no 
* of Tide here. 


TuIs 8 begun by Henry III. in the 


Year 1578, and finiſhed by Henry IV. in the 
Vera 1604. On it is an EqueNrianStatue of this 


Prince much larger than the Life, ſet upon a 


Pedeſtal, with four Slaves at the four Cor- 
ners, and the Inſcriptions and Baſſo Relieuos 


Tthew the moſt memorable Tranſactions of 


his Reign. 


T thank my ** I am now got out of 
the Labyrinth 5 Deſcriptions, and find my- 
felf as it were relieved of a heavy Load 


which has ſo fatigued me, and I dare ſay my 
Readers too, that I ſhall endeavour to in- 


demnify them, and myſelf OY by fome- 


Ons 


Ons Evening as I was in queſt of the 
Count and Counteſs de Saluce, with whom 1 
had appointed to meet in the Gardens of the 
Thuilleries, not finding them in the great 
Walk I went to the Alley called the Lover's 
Walk, or the Alley of Sighs; and having 
ſeated myſelf on a Bench, a handſom genteel 
young Man came and fat down by me. We 
remained ſome Time ſilent, but being re- 
ſolved to have a little Converſation I firſt 
broke the Ice. 


IT is a little ſurprizing, Sir, faid I, that 


People of your Age and mine ſhould come 


and ſeek Solitude in this retired Alley, un- 


leſs it be to ſigh for ſome cruel Fair; for 


my Part I never was maltreated by Love, and 


nothing of that Kind brings me here, and I 
ſhould be glad to think the Caſe were ſo with 
you too; but a certain Melancholy which I 


obſerve in your Looks, and ſome Sighs which 


you endeayour to ſmother, make me con- 
clude that your Mind is not eaſy ; and tho 
I am an intire Stranger to you, and conſe- 
quently ought not to imagine that you will 
truſt me with any Secret, yet I find, from I 
know not what Reaſon, that it would give 
me great Pleaſure to do you Service. 


I thank you, Sir, ſaid he, and whether 
what you ſay be ſincere or only Compliment, 


I ſhall frankly tell you that I am very much 


miſtaken if you are not a Perſon whoſe 
Friendſhip is valuable, and that it gives me 
great 


M ademoiſelle de Br beten. 261 ; 


| 
= 
| 
| 


x = 


262 The TRAVELS of 


great Pleaſure that your Thoughts and' mine 
correſpond in wiſhing for a nearer Acquaint- 
ance, which I ſhall be very ready to culti- 
vate; and therefore ſhall preſume to aſk 
your Name and where you lodge, that I 
may have the Honour of paying you a Viſit; 
both which I directly told him, and intreated 
"he would do me the Favour to come and 
dine with me next Day, to which he agreed ; 
and perceiving an elderly Man coming to- 
wards us he roſe from his Seat, and told me 
that having ſome Buſineſs with that old 
Gentleman, he muſt deprive himfelf of the 
Pleaſure of my Company till next 1 To 
made me a Bow and walked off. 


AFTER he was gone 1 began to conſider 
"what made me fo fond of this young Man at 
firſt Sight, and was under ſome Apprehen- 
ions of that Weakneſs which the World 


Calls Love; but upon a more ftrit Exami- 


nation of my Heart, 1 found no other De- 
fires in it but ſuch as I felt for the Count de 
Saluce and his Lady, which could amount to 
no more than Friendſhip, and this Diſcovery 
gave me a great nal of Pleaſure, 


JT ted up and down the Garden for 
- ſome Time in queſt of the Count and his 
Lady, whom I at laſt diſcovered on the Ter- 
"ras facing the River ; and upon my coming 
up to them, they told me that I had loſt the 


Pleaſure of being preſent at a very odd 


Scene between two Ladies, who after ſome 
hard Words had at laſt come to _ 


nne © tHy 
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and notwithſtanding all that a Gentleman, 


who was with them, and whom they both 


loved, could ſay or do, had tore and 


2 ſetarched one another's Faces to the Sn | 


of Blood. 


Taz Prince de Conti happening to come 
to the Field of Battle when the two Ama- 
Zones were in hot Engagement, inſiſted 'on 


knowing the Quarrel, with an Intention, as 


he pretended, to make up the Breach, but 


in Reality to divert himſelf; and having 
made a Ring about the two Combatants and 


their Lover, he very ere, offered * | 


Mediation. 


Prince, ſaid _ of ain 2 md | 
Mademoiſelle de Cloſſer a Counſellor's Daugh- 


ter, and who had been the Aggreſſor, I look 


upon your Highneſs's - Preſence here at this 
Time as a very lucky Accident, and I ſhall 
with great Pleaſure ſubmit the Difference” 
between that Woman and me to the Deter- 
mination of a Prince who is as famous for his- 


Equity as his Capacity. 


Your Highneſs mul know, Ry 


ſhe, that this baſe Woman, pointing to her 
Antagoniſt, has uſed a thouſand helliſh Stra- 
tagems to make a Breach | betwixt this 
Gentleman and me, with whom I have 


kept Company for above a Year, upon the 


Proſpe& of Marriage, which We had mut- 


wally 8 and the — of it 


dn 


ö 
| 
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only delayed till the Arrival of his a e 
on. whom he has a Dependance. | | 


Suk ad on her damnable Seine ſo 


artfully, without appearing in any .Part of 
it herſelf, that inſtead of ſuſpecting her, I 
conſulted with her upon every thing that 


have ated otherwiſe than ſhe adviſed ; ſo 
that without appearing to. oppoſe my Incli- 


nation for this Gentleman, or our intended 
Union, ſhe found Means to have me repre- 


ſented to him, and him to me, in fuch black 
Colours by feveral of her Friends that we 
had a terrible Quarrel, and could ſcarce bear 
the Sight of one another ; and had we not, 
by a very unexpected Accident, diſcovered 
the whole Plot, ſhe would have ſucceeded to 
her Wiſh ; but what is more ſurprizing to 
me than "all the Villainy of her horrid 


Scheme is, the Impudence of the Creature 


to come boldly up to > this Gentleman and me, 
as we were walking together, though ſhe 
knew very well that we were fully informed 
of 1h arg 4 Sn ſhe had taken: I confeſs that 


o provoked at this inſufferable Piece 


— Impudence, that I could not hinder my- 


ſelf from ſaying ſome harſh Things to her, 


which ſhe anſwered in Terms not leſs offen- 
five ; ſo that after a ſhort ſcelding Bout we 


came to Blows, and I believe we ſhould 


ſcarce have given over the Combat till we 


had pulled out one another's Eyes, had not 


the Preſence and the Reſpect due to a 
| | Prince 


happened, and would not for the World 


2 e RR EE 8 


29. 2 
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Prince of the Blood procured a Ceſſation of 
Arms. N 


Tux other 3 did not at all tins but 
that ſhe had uſed all poſſible Means to create 
Jealouſies between her Rival and the Gentle- 
man; but hoped his Royal Highneſs would 
conſider that, as Self-love is, .and indeed 
- ought to be, the Motive ef almoſt all our 
Actions, it was her Buſineſs to diſappoint 
a Rival who propoſed to make a Property of 
a Man whom ſhe loved, and to whoſe 12 
ſhe had an equal Claim in the Way of per- 
ſonal Merit, and if the Advantage of a 
ſuperior Fortune ought to determine his 
Choice, ſhe might have expected the Pre- 
| ference 5 but not to trouble yaur Highneſs, 
added ſhe, with a long Enumeration of our 
mutual Claims, I ſhall put the whole Iſſue 
upon this ſimple Queſtion, which I humbly 
ſubmit it to your Highneſs's Conſideration, 
whether a Man who has any Pretenſions ta 
| Senſe and Reaſon would not prefer a Hun- 
dred thouſand Livres to Twenty thouſand, 
when the Odds of Beauty bears no Pro- 
portion to the Money. 


TE Caſe is delicate, ſaid the Prince, 
and I cannot take upon me to decide in it; 
and then addrefling himſelf to the Gentle- 
man, Sir, ſaid he, ſome Men would have a 
Vanity in making a Conqueſt of two ſuch 
pretty Ladies, but as the doing Juſtice to 
one muſt be attended with Cruelty to the 
other, a Man of Gallantry muſt be puzzled 

* a „ how 


art 


** — 
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how to determine himſelf; however, as the 
Ladies have come to ſuch Extremities al- 
ready, and that greater Miſchief may pro- 
bably happen, I think it is incumbent upon 

you to prevent more Blood ſhed, by de- 
claring yourſelf now in favour of one of 
the two. We 


IT wiſh the Ladies, anſwered the Gentle- 
man, had choſen a leſs publick Place to de- 
cide their Quarrel, though I am perſuaded they 
could no where meet with a more competent 
Judge than your Highneſs ; but ſince what's 
one cannot be undone, and that our Affairs 
cannot be made more publick than they now 
are by this unlucky Accident, I humbly en- 
treat your Highneſs would be pleaſed to pro- 
nounce which of the Ladies I am to marry, 
and I will punQually obey your Com- 
mands ; upon which, the Prince turning to 
the Ladies, aſked if they would agree to 
his Deciſion, and they both anſwered yes. 


WEIL, well, cried he, my Opinion is 
that Chance ſhall decide the Matter ; we 
will write down the Ladies Names upon two 
Bits of Paper, put them into a Hat, and get 
this little Miſs, pointing to a Child, to draw 
out one of the Names who ſhall be the happy 
Woman. 

THE Prince got a Pencil, and having 
wrote the Names put them into his own 
Hat, which he took Care to ſhake that the 
Ladies might have fair Play ; and the _ : 

iſ 
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Girl being called, pulled out the Paper, on 
which was Mademoiſelle de Cloſier's Name, 
at which poor Mademoiſelle Biron, the other 
Lady, was like to faint ; but the Prince flew 
to her Aſſiſtance, and told her that he would 
provide her a Huſband that ſhould be no- 
thing inferior to the one ſhe had loft, and to 
_ convince her that he was in good Earneſt, he 
took a Gentleman by the Hand who made 
one in the Ring, and preſenting him to the 
Lady, told her, that he hoped ſhe would 
allow his Friend to conduct her home, 
which, added he ſmiling, will give you both 
an Opportunity of knowing one another's 
Merit, and inſpiring you with ſuch Senti- 
ments as I could wiſh you both to have. 


Tar Gentleman, whoſe Name is the 
Chevalier D*Orville, after returning Thanks 
to the Prince, made a handſome Compliment 
to the Lady, who preſented him her Hand; 
and after telling the Prince that ſhe thought 
it her Duty to obey his Orders, ſhe directed 
her Steps towards the Garden Door, led by 
her new Gallant, and Adademaiſelle de Clofrer 
with her's, after a fine Compliment to his 
_ Highneſs as the Author of their Happineſs 

(which by the Bye was the meer Effect of 
Chance) walked towards the oppoſitèe Door 
of the Garden, and the Prince with his Court 
continued their Walk, Jaughing heartily at 
this Adventure, which with what had hap- 
pened to me in the Lover's Alley, afforded 
ample Matter for us to diſcourſe upon after 
wie were returned to our Lodgings. 

5 AA Ss THE 
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Tas next Day ah Ten o' Clock a 
Foetman brought me the following Let- 


TOI. 


eee ee 


To the Chevalier DoE RA DñPONT, at 
the Hotel de Luines. 


S TIR, 

ERE I to conſult only my Incli- 
nation, I ſhould, no doubt, per- 
form my Promiſe to you laſt Night in the 
Alley of Sighs, but as I have changed my 
Breeches into Petticoats, or rather as I am 


not a Man, but a Giri, who, to avoid being 


forced by ſevere Parents to marry an old 
diſagreeable Miſer, has made an Elopement, 
drefled as you ſaw me; Decency and Mo- 
deſty, which J hope you think the beſt Or- 
naments of my Sex, will not permit my 
viſiting a Gentleman who is no Relation; 
but ſinee J muſt deny myſelf the Pleaſure of 


ſeeing you at your own Lodgings, my Aunt, 


at whofe Houſe I now am, authoriſes me to 
tell you, that the Chevalier de Radpont ſhall 
be welcome to her Houſe, if his Curioſity 
prompts him to come and ſee whether Peti- 
coats or Breeches beſt becomes his Humble 


Servant, 
Felicite de Courbon. 


F. 8. My Aunt's Name is Madam di Perrin, 
My 


and her Houſe in $7, Dennis Street. 
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My Anſwer to the above. 


Mapam, 2 
OUR Metamorphoſis neither ſurprizes 
nor afflicts me; for to ſpeak the Truth, 
I thought there was ſomething too delicate in 


= Shape, Complexion, and Features for a 


an: Though the Sight of you in Peticoats 
may be dangerous, and the Loſs of my Liberty 
may perhaps be the Conſequence of it, yet 
J muſt ſatisfy my Curioſity, and aſſure the 
lovely Miſs Courbon in Perſon that none is 


more her moſt obedient Servant than the 


Chevalier DE RapeonT. 


I dined, according to Cuſtom, with the 


Count and his Lady, to whom I ſhewed Miſs 
Courbon's Letter, and told them that I re- 


folved to make her a Vifit after Dinner. 
Why not, ſaid the Count, but take Care that 
this pretty Miſs does not, put a Stop to our 
travelling Project. No, no, cried I, though 


I have all the Regard for her Charms that 
they deſerve, yet I dare ſay they will not 
have the Power to retain me at Paris. 


My dear Chevalier, ſaid he, don't let us 
truſt too much, nor be over confident of our 
own Strength ? you, perhaps, may juſt now 
. A a 3 think 


— 
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| think as you ſpeak, but Women are bewitch« 
ing Creatures, and will ſteal into our Hearts 
in "Spite of all our Reafon and Philoſophy: 
Before I ſaw this fair Lady, continued he, 
throwing an amorous Glance at the Counteſs, 
T had ſuch an Indifference, or rather an 
Averſion to Matrimony, that I thought it 
was not in the Power of the whole Sex to 
make me think otherwiſe, but J ſoon found 
my Miſtake, and in a Quarter of an Hour's 
Time became quite another Creature, and 
would have facrificed not only Liberty but 
the whole World for the Poſſefion of what 
T now enjoy, and in which. J place the whole 
Happineſs of my Life; ſo that my dear 
Friend, added . what was my Caſe may 
be yours, and I muſt own that this Viſit 
alarms me, from a Notion that it may per- 
- haps alter your Scheme, and deprive me of 
the Pleaſure which I propoſed: to myſelf 
in your Company to the South of France. 


My dear Count, anſwered I, 3 can 
be more obliging than the Fears you are 
pleaſed to expreſs of my beceming Miſs 
Courbon's Conquelt ; but tho? I do Juſtice to 
her Merit, I can very well diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the irrefiſtable Charms of the Coun- 
teſs de Saluce and Beauties of an inferior 
Claſs; I ſhould be as much ſurpriſed to 
think that you had preſerved yeur Liberty 
after feeing her, as of my loſing my own 
upon a ſecond Interview with. Miſs Courbon, 
and I muſt add that my Inclination or rather 
Paſſion for travelling is ſuch, that were your. 

Propheſy 
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Propheſy to prove true, and that her Charms 
ſhould make an Impreſſion upon my Heart, 
even that ſnould not hinder me from purſu- 
ing my Scheme, nor from waiting on the 


Count and Counteſs de Saluce, whenever, or 
wherever they ſhall order me to attend 


them. 


Bur, faid the Counteſs ſmiling, and ad- 
drefling herſelf to the Count, if my Con- 
jectures be not wrong, this young Lady en- 
tertains as favourable an Opinion of the Che- 
valier as he does of her; and in this Caſe, 
would it not be ſomewhat cruel in us to drag 
a Man from Paris, whoſe Abſence will per- 
haps make her miſerable. I know by Ex- 
perience what we Women ſuffer in ſuch 
Caſes, and I would not for any Confidera- 
tion contribute to break a poor Lady's Heart; 
ſo my Dear, added ſhe, taking the Count by 
the Hand, is there no Way to bring her and 
me together? Though in moſt Things our 
Penetration is far inferior to that of Men, 
yet we have the little Art of finding out one 
another's Sentiments better than the Men, 
particularly in Matters that regard the 
Heart, | 


I can with the Chevalier's Permiſſion, an- 
ſwered the Count, very eaſily bring that a- 
bout; for the Lady with whom Miſs Cour- 
2 lodges is Widow to a Man who was an 
Advocate in the Parliament, employed by my 
Father ſeveral Times, and 1 ö — 
in Auvergne. The Regard our Family had 


1 
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for the Huſband will authoriſe a Viſit to the 
Widow; and if- our dear Friend here would 
not look upon us as Spies to obſerve his and 
the young Lady's Behaviour, I would pro- 
poſe our accompanying him in this Viſit. 


WIE all my Heart, cried I, "FOYER 
within myſelf at their F ears of my being 
caught, I ſhall be heartily glad of your Com- 
pany, that you may tell me whether I am in 
Love with Miſs Courbon, and your Lady whe- 
ther I meet with any Return. 


MATT ERS being thus ſettled, the Coach 
was ordered to be ready at Three o' Clock, 
and away we drove to Madam Perrin's, to 
whom Word was ſent up that the Count and 
Counteſs de Saluce were come to pay her a 
Vifit, and we were immediately introduced 
into a low Parlour, where the Widow and 
Miſs Courbon were to receive us. 


_ Tae Count made Madam md a Com- 
pliment of Condolence upon the Death of 
her Huſband; and after preſenting his Lady 
to her, took me by the Hand, and ſaid, 
Madam, give me Leave to preſent the deareſt 
of my Friends to you in the Perſon of the 

. de Radpont; and then turning to 
M.iſs Courbon, Mademoiſelle, added he, as I 
have preſented this Gentleman to your Aunt, 
J hope he will do me the ſame Favour with 
regard to you, ſince I underſtand that you are 
29 858 acquainted. 


Tur 
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3 „ | 
Tux flender Acquaintence, anſwered I, 
that I have with this Lady does in no Man- 
ner intitle me to aſk her a Favour ; however - 
in the preſent Caſe, as ſhe will, I dare fay, 


book upon my introducing a Gentleman of 


the Count de Saluce's Merit to her rather as 
an Obligation than any thing elſe, I ſhall 
freely take upon me to tell her, that I know 
none more worthy of her Acquaintance and 
Friendſhip. | 


Miss Courban made the Count a very 
graceful Curteſy ; and addrefling herſelf to 
me: Sir, faid ſhe, you judge very right 
that I am indebted to you for this Favour, 
and I thank you for it ; but ſuppoſe the Cafe 
were really otherwiſe, I could not without 
Ingratitude but be glad ef any Opportunity 
to oblige a Man who ſo frankly offered me 
his Service Yeſterday; but I don't know, 
continued ſhe bluſhing, whether I ought to 

put you in mind of a Paſſage that ſhews 
your Generoſity, and perhaps a Levity in 
me, inconſiſtent with the ſtrict Rules of 
Modeſty. | | 


As this Reflection could not but affect me, 
who had no ſuch Motive for my Diſguiſe as 
Miſs Gourbon, IJ made Haſte to anſwer, that 
as ſhe had done me the Honour to give me a 
Hint in general Terms of what had induced 
her to dreſs in Men's Cloaths, fhe could not 
Imagine that I could be ſo void of Senſe as to 
have the leaſt Suſpicion of her Virtue upon 

that 
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that Account ; on the contrary, I admired 
her Courage and Reſolution, and wiſhed 
that all Parents who had ſo little Regard to 
the Happineſs of their Children as to force 
them to marry | againſt their Inclination, 
might be diſappointed in their fordid mer- 
cenary Views; for, added I, in a Sort of 
enthuſiaſtic Rapture, though I am not for 
young People's hurrying into Matrimony 
without any Thought how they are to ſupport 
themſelves and a Family in that State, yet as 
it is impoſſible with all the Advantages of 
Fortune to make Marriage happy where the 
Perſons united are not tied by the Chains of 
Love, I am ftill more againſt the common 
Maxims of Parents in the Eſtabliſhment of 
Children, according to their mercenary 
Views, than I am againſt two young Crea- 
tures who follow the Dictates of their Hearts 
without conſidering the Conſequences. The 
former are wretched amidſt their Wealth, 
and if the latter are not oppreſſed with 
downnright Poverty, their Love to one ano- 
ther will make them ſupport the Cares of 
Life with a ſurpriſing Conſtancy and Reſo- 
lution : The faithful Huſband will put 
himſelf into a hundred: Shapes to get Bread 
for his dear Mate, and the loving Spouſe. 
will put up with a ſober Meal, ſince ſhe 


knows that her Huſband would give her better 
could he afford it. 


I think it ſcarce can be diſputed but that 
the Generality of Mankind are diſſatisfied 
with their Situation in Life, meerly _ 


* * 
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ſee others about them moving in a 


higher Sphere of Pleaſure; ſuch Perſons may 
indeed think themſelves unhappy; but I 


really think they deſerve to be ſo, and cannot 
pity them. Eats 


For my Part, ſaid Miſs Courbon, I think 


ſuch Sentiments very fine in Theory but to 


put them in Practice at your Age and mine 


is not quite ſo eaſy. A Coach and Six in 


my Opinion is a'very pretty Vehicle ; to be 
the ' moſt richly dreſſed at an Aſſembly, a 
Play, or a Ball, and to dazzle the Eyes of 


the Spectators with Knots of Brilliants, is to 


me a delicious Thing. But, ſay you, ſince 
you place Happineſs in outward Pomp and 
Shew, why did you not accept of the Huſ- 
band whom your Parents deſigned for you ? 
For this very good Reaſon, that he could 
neither afford me the one nor the other, and 
was old into the Bargain. I confeſs, con- 
tinued ſhe, that where Love and Intereſt go 
hand in hand, Matrimony muſt be a very 
happy State, but I look upon the latter to 
be a neceſlary Ingredient to give a Reliſh to 
the former ; for ſhould it happen, a Thing 
not at all impoſſible, that a married Couple 
took a Diſguſt from a thorough Knowledge 
of on2 another's real or imagined Imper- 
fections, what a diſmal Caſe muſt theirs be 
with the Addition of ſtraitned Circum- 


ſtances; the very Thoughts make me 


tremble, and methinks I ſee the ſurly 
Huſband curſing his Stars for having been 


ſuch a Fool, and the Wife tearing her 


Hair 
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Hair for having married a Beggar. Very 
few People are ignorant of the melancholy 
Story of Monſieur de Lunelle, and I think 
it may be- brought as an Inſtance, which 
but too evidently proves my Aſſertion. 


I am one of thoſe, ſaid the Counteſs de 
Saluce, who are ignorant of that Story, and 
were it not giving you too much Trouble 
I ſhould be very well pleaſed to hear it. 


NoTHinNG can be troubleſome to me, 
Madam, that can oblige you replied Mis 
Courbon; and if none of the Gentlemen 
will undertake to ſatisfy your Curiolity, 
which they could do to more Advantage 
than I can pretend to, I will at leaſt relate 
the principal Facts, and if I am flat in the 
Repetition I hope my Readineſs in obeying 
your Commands will plead my Excuſe, 


— 


I 
. 
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The Amours 55 Monkfenr pelo 
NELLE, Captain in the Queen's 
Regiment of Horſe, and Made- 
moiſelle DpE HouToLLE, after- 

_ <wards a Nun at Toulouze, 


ADAM, ſaid Miſs Courbon, addreſ- 

ſing herſelf to the Counteſs, the 
Story I am going to relate, will ſhew how 
far the Paſſion of Love, particularly when it 
meets with what may be juſtly called cruel 
Oppoſition, is capable of tranſporting young 


People, and how little Streſs ought to be 
laid on the Duration of our Attachments 


when, they are not founded upon the Baſis of 
Reaſon ;' but at the ſame Time I am to draw 
a diſmal Picture of Tyrannical Parents, who 
chuſe rather, to ſacrifice a lovely Daughter, 


than to give her a Huſband whom ſhe loved, 


and in every Reſpect a ſuitable Match; but 
being of a genteel generous Diſpoſition, his 
Miſtreſs's Parents, who were covetous to the 


laſt Degree, could not bear the Thoughts of 


making him their Son-in-law, 


Vol. I. „ Menſeu 
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| 


» Monſieur de Lunelle was a Gentleman's 
only Son, who lived a few Miles from Tou- 
ouze in Languedoc, and enjoyed an Eſtate of 
about Four' hundred a Year. . His Son, a 
1 ſprightly Boy, was about the Age of 
welve when Monſieur de Houtolle, "kit 
Couſin to his Father, and who had a fmall 
Eſtate in the Neighbourhood, being obliged 
to go to Paris upon a Law Suit of Conſe- 
quence, begged the Favour of the old 4: 
Lunelle his Couſin, to allow his Daughter to 
remain at his Houſe, while her Mother and 
he were abſent, to which Lunelle frankly 
conſented, and aſſured him that he would 
with Pleaſure take Charge of the little Hou- 
zolle as long as he thought proper to let her 


remain with him, ſo that her Father and 


Mother ſetting out a few Days after, Miſs was 
brought to his Houſe ; ſhe was then about 


ten Years of Age and one of the prettieſt 


S that France could boaſt of, 


IT is ve Inurprifing that we ſhould feel 


the Effects of Love defore we have any 
Knowledge or Idea of the Thing, but many 


Inſtances may be given to prove that it is 
really ſo, and the Caſe of young de Lunelle 


and his Coutin, in particular, Puts it out of 


all Doubt. | 1 WE 


Thr fit Sight W their little Hearts 


with ſuch a ſympathetic Power, that when 
the old Gentleman defired his Son to embrace 


bis Couſin, they flew into one another's 


Arms, 


> 
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Arms, and God knows how long they would 


have remained in that Poſture. had they not 
been told that they had given ſufficient Marks 
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Taz young Youth faid, with ſome Re- 
ſentment, that his Father was very haſty ; 
and the Girl told him that ſhe loved her 
Couſin very much. I believe it, my Dear, 
ſaid the old Gentleman to her, but little 
Girls muſt not appear to be too fond of Boys 
tho” their Relations. 


Wu ſo, cried the Son, I am ſure I have 
ſeen you and her Mother often claſped in one 
another's Arms,and I think I ought to follow 
your Example ; beſides, dear Papa, TI think 
my Couſin has ſuch a pretty Mouth that I 
could kiſs it a Hundred and a hundred Times 
with more Pleaſure than any of the Count 
de Lur's Daughters that come here; and T, 
cried Miſs Houtolle in a Hurry, would rather 
give my Coufin ten Kiſſes than allow any of 
the Marquis de Miramelle's Sons to approach 
my Cheek, and I will plainly tell them ſo 
the firſt Time that they offer to kiſs me. 


THe old Gentleman could not help ſmil- 
ing at this Dialogue, and began from that 
Moment to diſcover that theſe two Childrens 
Hearts felt the ſame Sentiments, and that 
they were embarked in a Paſſion which 
would increaſe as they advanced in Years ; 
but he reſolved to let it take its Courſe, hop- 
ing that his Son, when he was received in 

| Bb 2 "nn 
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the Corps of the Muſqueteers, and reſiding 
at Paris, would think no more of his 


Coufin. 


NEVER Paſſion * a ſtronger or a 
quicker Progreſs than it did in the Hearts of 
theſe two Children. If the Boy was but a 
Moment longer about his Exerciſes than 
uſual, he always found poor Miſs all bathed 
in Tears; and if ſhe happened to be out of 
the Way when he came to her Chamber, he 
ran hither and thither as if he had loſt his 
Senſes. In ſhort, they were deeply in Love, 
and could reliſh no Diverſions except they 
ſhared in them. 2 


Tu went on in this Manner for fix or 
eight Months, when Miſs Houtolle's Father 
and Mother arrived from Paris, and reſolved 
fo take their Daughter from their Friend's 
Houſe; the Separation of the two young 
Creatures WAS, as 1 have been told, extremely 
Wins, r . 


Tu Boy gel ved r many r N with 
his Miſtreſs's Father to let her ſtay, but when 
that would not do he attacked him in another 
Shape: : Sir, ſaid he, my Father has kept 
your Daughter fo many Montbs, and there- 
fore it is but juſt you entertain his Son as 
long, ſince I am very ſure he will take no- 
thing for her Board; ſhe and I have con- 
tracted ſuch a F riendſhip that we would not 
willingly part ſo ſoon, I believe if you will 
be ſo good as to aſk her ſhe will confirm . 


| 
2 
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I ſay; however, if Timidity and Reſpect 
ſhould tie up her Tongue, and ſuppoſing 
farther that it is a Matter of Indifference to 
her whether ſhe goes or ſtays here, I hope 
you'll intercede with my Father to let me 
paſs ſome Months at your Houſe in Company 
with your two Sons, where I can make the 
ſame Application to my Book as 1 do 
here. : | 


Monſieur de Houtolle laughed heartily at 
this Harangue, and told the Orator, that 
fince he put him in mind to diſcharge an 
Obligation which he ſhould not per- 
haps have otherwiſe thought of he would 
propoſe the Affair to his Father, and that it 
_ ſhould not be his Fault if he did not ſuc- 
ceed. | 


He was indeed as good as his Word, but 
Lunelle could not be prevailed with to grant 
his Requeſt, alledging that it would divert 
his Son from his Studies, when he found him- 
ſelf no longer under his Inſpection. Were I 
to recount all that the young Spark ſaid 
when he underſtood that his 33 would 
not conſent to his going with his Couſin, I 
ſhould ſwell my Story to a Length that would 
make it tireſome. oy 5 


_ Hz flew to her Chamber, and taking his 
Miſtreſs in his Arms: My dear Emilia, 
ſaid he in a very melancholy Tone, (this was 
her Chriſtian Name) our Parents have the 
Barbarity to ſeparate us; but if your Heart 

Bb 3 | feels 


282 The TRAVELS e 
feels what mine does, it ſhould not be in 
their Power to hinder us from employing the 
whole Moments of our Life in thinking of 
| | one another; but perhaps your Heart is not 
i moved at this Separation as I find mine is, 
and that you can part with me as eaſily as 
* 1 with any other Perſon in this 
Houſe. | 8 | 


„ 


How unkind is ſuch a Thought, anſwered 
ſhe with Tears in her Eyes," did I not al- 
ready tell your Father that I would rather 
give you ten Kiſſes than Miramelle's Sons 
one, though they make very much of me 
every Time they ſee me ; nay, the eldeſt 
told me the laſt Time he came here, that 
he envied your Happineſs in being always in 
my Company, and ſeemed to be very forry 
when I told him that if I had my Choice I 

would never part with you; and if this be 
the Caſe, how can you imagine that it will 
ive me no Trouble to return to my Fa- 


ther's Houſe, | 


1 
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Al As! anfwered be ſighing, how agree- 
able is this Declaration, and how cruel is it 
to part Perſons who have ſo ſtrong Deſires to 
be conftantly together; my Father thinks 
that if he allowed me to go and ſtay ſome 

Time at your Houſe I ſhould perhaps neglect 
my Book ; little does he know that the Plea- 
ſure of paſſing my Hours of Recreation with 
you would make me get my Taſk much 
ſooner than otherwiſe 3- but he will ſee when 
you are gone that I can neither read nor 
85 ww, Write, 
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write, and that, inſtead of making a farther 
Progreſs, I ſhall forget all that I have al- 
ready learned; and my Mother, cried ſhe 
ſighing, will ſoon perceive that I ſpoil my 
Work with my Tears. 9 58 


- Tars Dialogue continued for a whole 


Hour, and many kind tender Things were 
ſaid, all the Dictates of Nature, without 


che leaſt Art, which made this Scene of 


Love more beautiful than all the ſtudied 
Expreſſions of Lovers more advanced in 
ears OLE | x80 


WEN the fatal Moment of parting came 
the young Lunelle fainted away, and poor little 
Miſs burſt out in Tears, and would have ſunk 
down with her Lover, had not her Mother 
caught her in her Arms, and clapt a little 


Bottle with the Spirits of Harts-horn to her 


Lunelle remained ſome Time motionleſs, 
and his Father was terribly frightened ; but 
at laſt by throwing Water on his Face and 
-other Means he came to his Senſes, and no 
ſooner opened his Eyes than he looked round 
for his Miſtreſs, who happened to be cloſe 
by him; he took her by the Hand and told 
her with a faint Voice, I am glad I fee you 
once more before my Death; and ſhe, poor 
Creature, would have fain ſaid ſomething but 
heavy Sighs and Sobs would not allow her 
to pronounce one Wor ra. 


Tax 


Tux old | Lunelle who was paſſionately 
fond of his Son, now faw plainly how the 
Caſe ſtood with him, and was reſolved to 
treat him gently, hoping that this Childiſh 
Paffion would, as I have already faid, be 
cured by Abſence ; and therefore he exhort- 
ed him not to afflict himſelf at the Departure 
of his Couſin, promiſing that he ſhould have 
his Permiſſion to go and ſee her every Week, 
till he ſent him to Paris, Theſe Words 
produced a very good Effect, and they parted 
with melancholy Looks indeed, but no more 
fainting Fits. MS: | 
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Tu young Lunelle was allowed to viſit 
ber every Week for a whole Year ; and as 
their Underſtanding was by this Time very 
much ripened, and their perſonal Merit very 
much increaſed, particularly that of Miſs 
| Houtolle, who became daily more charming, 
they began to think of a Happineſs they 
wanted, and which till now they had not 
thought of, all their Wiſhes having been 

_ confined to the Pleaſure of ſeeing and ſpeak- 
ing with one another; but LZunelle parti- 
cularly began to have Notions of poſſeſſing 
the Object of his Wiſhes, and Fears of not 
attaining to that Happineſs, ſo that every 
Time he ſaw his Miſtreſs, his Heart longed , 
after he knew not what, he felt ſtrange 
Emotions in his Blood ; and if he held his 
M.iſtreſs's Hand he would every now and 
then | give it a gentle Squeeze, and then 
greedily clap it to his Lips, which ae 
ong 
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long glewed to it, and all the Time he 


ſeemed to be under a Sort of convulſive 
= Fits. aq | 
KF Tk firſt Time he happened to be in this 
ñfrapturous Condition, Miſs Houtolle was very 


much alarmed, and aſked him haſtily if he 
was well? Indeed my deareſt Couſin, anſwer- 
ed he ſighing, I know not how to deſcribe 
my Caſe to you, for I both feel Pleaſure and 
Pain, the Joy of claſping you in my Arms 
is unexpreſſible; but when I conſider that 
To-morrow I muſt leave you, and which is 
ſtill worſe that I muſt be altogether deprived 
before it is long of the Happineſs I now en- 
joy, the ſhocking Thought throws a terrible 
Damp upon my Spirits, and chills all the 
Blood in my Veins; but this is not all, 
BY nay indeed but trifling compared to the Ter- 
ror which the Fears of your being made a 
Nun, or married to another Man, give me; 
and unleſs my deareft Couſin will ſwear to 
me that ſhe will neither do the one nor the 
other, I will never look upon a Book again, 
nor be a Muſqueteer, let my Father do or 
ſay what he will, £ | 


T would willingly ſwear any Thing, faid 
little tender Miſs, to oblige you, were it in 
my Power to keep my Oath ; but as Duty 
obliges me to obey the Will of my Parents, 
and that a ſevere Look from my Father or 
Mother makes me tremble from Head to 
* oot, I ſhall never have the Courage to 
difobey their Orders, fo that to promiſe 

| | otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe would be only deceiving you, and | 


my Heart will not allow me to do that ; but 
this I can poſitively promiſe, that I will 
reſiſt as far as poſſibly I can, and break 
my Heart when I can do no more. 


O! my charming Emilia, cried the tranſ- 
_ little Lover, the more agreeable this 
eclaration is, the more terrible will Ab- 
ſence be to me, and ſhould I loſe you——-- 
No, it cannot, muſt not be, for I ſhould 
certainly run mad. What ſignifies the whole 


World to me without my dear Emilia, I 


would live on Bread and Water with her 
2 than be King of France without 


Wx Ar you ſay, my dear Couſin, is per- 
fectly agreeable to what I think, and were 
I Miſtreſs of a Kingdom it ſhould all be 
yours; but who can aſſure me, continued 
ſhe ſighing, that the fine Ladies in Paris will 
not make you forget the poor Emilia, who 
perhaps pleaſes you better juſt now than any 
that you have as yet ſeen, but my dear 
Couſin you will ſee Beauties in Paris that 
far exceed any Thing in this Part of the 
Country, but I am ſure none that will love 


you better than I do; and if this ſhould hap- 


pen, I hope you will be ſo kind as to let me 


know that I may propoſe the Convent ; for, 
though I don't find myſelf much diſpoſed for 
a religious Life, yet I would much rather 
chuſe to be a Nun than to be married to any 


ether than yourſelf ; and I, cried he, do 
ER; 775 ſolemnly 


9 
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ſolemnly proteſt and ſwear, that I will rather 


ſuffer Death than conſent to be married to 
any other but my dear Emilia, to whom I here 


IE plight my Faith, praying Heaven may make 


me the Object of its Indignation if I do not 
exactly fulfil my Engagement; and I, ſaid 
Emilia, do renew what I have already 
promiſed, and hope that I ſhall be able to 


perform it. | 


TE continued to ſee each other weekly 
for more than a Year and a Half, their Paſ- 
fion increaſing daily, and at laſt it aroſe to 
ſuch a Height that Lunelles Father was 
. forced to ſend his Son ſooner to Paris than 
he intended; and you may eaſily gueſs what 
a diſmal] Piece of News it was to the youn 
Lover, when his Father told him that he 
deſigned to ſet out with him in eight Days, 
and defired he would go and take Leave of 
Monſicur de Houtolle and his Family. | 


Hz obeyed without ſaying one Word, 
and went along the Road like a Malefactor 
going to the Place of Execution, 'The Mo- 
ment he got an Opportunity of ſpeaking with 
his Miftreſs in private: My dear Emilia, 
ſaid he with a faint and broken Voice, my 
Father has at laſt pronounced my Sentence 
of Death, and in eight Days hence it is to 
be executed, unleſs you will condeſcend to 
preſerve my Life. In ſhort, continued he, 
I am now come here to bid you Adieu, very 
33383 for ever, ſince I am very certain my 

eath muſt be the Conſequence of a Separa- 
of tion 


— 
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tion from what makes the Happineſs of my 
Life. Be aſſured, my deareſt Emilia, that I 
cannot ſupport this fatal Blow, and if you 
have any Regard for my Life you will agree 
to what I am now going to propoſe to you : 


The World abounds with Inſtances of Lovers 


who to avoid the Perſecution and Tyranny 
of Parents have taken their F nc under 
Cupid's auſpicious Conduct. 


We will ſteer our Courſe to Mar ſeilles 


and take Shipping there. for /zaly where we 


will be married, and when our Parents find 
that the Thing is without Remedy, they 
will call us home and be reconciled: to us. 
I can fall upon a Way to get as much Money 
as will bear the Expence of travelling, and 
ſupport us ſome Time at Genoa, , where 

e will take up our Refidence, Tell me, 
my dear Emilia, how you _ _ ow 
yarn? -. 


5 My dear Couſin, anſwered ſhe Ang, 


and with Tears in her Eyes, the firſt Part of 


your Story greatly alarms my Heart, and the 


latter Part my Virtue; and the Queſtion is, 


whether I ſhall or ought to yield to the Im- 
pulſes of the one or the other ? If I loſe 
you I am unhappy that's moſt certain, but 
then I neither diſobey my Parents, nor ex- 
poſe my Reputation; and rather than do 
either the one or the other I would chuſe to 
break my Heart; and add mine too, cried 
be interrupting her. You don't love me, 
1 ſee it plainly, continued he burſting into 


11 Tears, | 
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Tears, you ratify my Father's Sentence, and 


*tis in vain for me to oppoſe my unhappy 


Fate. : 
"Upon which he ſtarted from his Chair, 
and with Death painted on his Countenance 
exclaimed in a moſt lamentable- Manner : 
O Heavens! what have I done to be thus 
cruelly treated ! and then addrefling himſelf 
to his Miſtreſs, Farewel lovely but too cruel 
Emilia, ſince you look upon Marriage with- 
out the Conſent of Parents to be a more ter- 


oo” 


rible Thing than your own and my Death ; 


I muſt not preſs it farther, but after I am 


dead and gone remember that your Delicacy 


cut my Thread of Life. —- +. 


Artas! my dear Couſin, faid me, almoſt 


half dead, how cruel and unjuſt are you to 
accuſe me in this Manner; is a Woman 


who deviates in the leaſt from the ſtrict Obe- © 


dience which ſhe owes to thoſe who gave her 


Birth capable of being obedient to a Huſband ? 


We are both too young to think of entering 
into a State that requires a good Stock of 
Underſtanding and Diſcretion to carry us 


through the Rubs of Life. 


My Mother often tells me that the Duties 


of a Wife are ſevere and painful, by being 


a 


conſtantly obliged to ſubje& her Will to that 
of her Huſband, who while he is paſſionate y 
fond of her, finds nothing wrong that ſte 


does; but, ſays ſhe, Enjoyment by Degrees 


leſſens Ardour in the Male Sex, and has the 
Vol.I, Cc _ contrary 
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contrary Effect! in Women and as this is ge- 
nerally ce Caſe, a Woman 3 Indifference and 
Coldneſs in a Huſband to ſtruggle with, and 
perhaps her very Endeavours to pleaſe may 
be often diſagreeable to him: This Dire | 
of Marten) I own, fri htens. me; how- 
ever T have fuch an Affection for you, my 
dear Couſin, that with the Approbation of 
my Parents, without which 1 ſhould th 


myſeif guilty. of, a Crime, I ſhould riſk bi the 


Changes and Chances that may happen in the 
married State; and 1 ſhould fill have, in the 
worſt of Events, the Satis faction to think that 
my Unhappineſs was not nn the Werk 
of my own doing. 


A little 8 thou gh it . ne- 
ceflary for your Education, will put your 
Heart and mine to, Proofs which they really 
ought to go through, before we unite them. for 
ever by a Sacramental Tie; if yours can 
withſtand the Temptations of Paris, and. re- 
main conſtant where there is ſo many fine 
Women and ſuch Variety of Ry "4 
fhall in that Caſe be leſs appreltenſive of its 


changing ö; but that Trial i is neceſſarv for us 


Both, ane therefore, my dear Couſin, I would 
beg of you to comply with your Father's 


Will, without ſhewing the leaſt Reluc- 


Tance. | 


As for me, when ; 4 you 72 the 
Conftancy of my Inclination, there's no great 
85 in it, becauſe L ſhall barf no Oppor- 

| tunity 


I 
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tunity of changing my Sentiments, and I 
again reiterate my Promiſe, and make this 
Addition to it, that if tis left to my Choice, 
I will prefer a Convent to any other Man but 
yourſelf, which is all that you can or ought 
to require of a Girl who would take Care of 
her Reputation, and conduct herſelf by the 
Rules of Modeſty and Virtue, without which 
1 think ſhe cannot preſerve the Eſteem even 
ee e een 


WxEI, well, my dear Emilia ſaid the 
affticted Youth, I find it is in vain to com- 
bat your Notions of Honour and Virtue ; and 
I own that though they oppoſe - what would 
have made me happy, the Motives on which 
they are founded fatisfy my Reaſon, at the 
fame Time that they pinch my Heart; and 
as my Happineſs couſd not be perfect without 
fancying at 851 that yours were ſo too, 1 
will obey my Father's or rather your Com- 
mands; but remember, my deareſt Emilia, 
that if my Heart remains conſtant to you, 
amidſt all the Dangers and Temptations, 
with which you tell me it will be ſurrounded 
at Paris, you are under an Engagement not 
to beſtow yours on any other; for I confeſs 
it would not give me ſo much Pain to ſee 
you, a Nun as the Wife of another Man; 
and if your Friendſhip for me can but inſpire 
you with ſo much Refolution as to prefer & 
Convent to any Match that may offer, I hope 
our Parents will be forced to conſent to our 
Union, rather than allow you to be a Nun 


and me to be a Friar; for I ſwear by all 
e „ that 
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| that is facred, that when you take we Veil I 


will take the Frock.. 
Your Father indeed will get A at a 


Daughter at an eaſier Rate 10 your being 


mut up in a Cloiſter, than if you were to 
de married, and therefore will not give him- 
felf perhaps much Trouble about it; but as- 
mine has. mighty Schemes of puſhing me in 
the Army and making a Man of Conſe- 

quence of me, as he often ſays, he will 


never conſent to my being a Monk, and Lam. 
very fully reſolved to be ans 9 without 


Emilia. . He 


Wrzn ny had thus ſettled Matters they 
parted with Concern indeed, but. not with: 
ſuch Floods of Tears as Lovers uſually ſhed 


upon ſuch Occaſions. Miſs Emilia was diſ- 
creet and modeſt, which prevented her from 


faying what her Heart felt at this Separation,. 
and Lunelle thought his 18 was infallible, 
but he was ſadly deceived ; for both their Fa- 
thers being equally averſe to this Match from 
different Motives, refolved to prevent all far- 


ther Correſpondence between their Children ; 


for which Reaſon Care was taken to intercept 


all the Letters that Lunelle wrote to his 


Miſtreſs from Paris, and ſome of her's to 
him complaining of his Silence, and of her 
prophetic Fears proving, but too true. 


Lxnelle thought his Mi fireſs had abandoned 


bim, and ſhe had the fame Opinion of his 
9 which created a * Sort of 


Reſent- 


wet — 
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Reſentment, but did not extin wiſh. their 
Flame; for nothing could make him forget 
his Emilia, | and Emile was ever in her 
Thoughts, Which their Parents eafily - per- 
ceived by the Manner of their Writing, and 
concluded that an Attachment that was Proof 

againſt Abſence, and a ſeeming Indifference 
F. both Sides, at theit Age, could not be ef- 
faced but by deprivin them of all Hopes; 
for which Reaſon Monſizur de Huuelle re- 
ſolved to make his Daughter a Nun, and 
with that View carried her directly to a 
Convent in Toy/ruze, where he had a Siſter 
who was a Nun, and having told her the 
whole Story of his Daughter's Amours with 
TLunelle, gave her ſtfict Charge not to let her 
write to him at any Rate, which was exact- 
ly complied with, and poor Miſs Emilia 
poſed till ſhe, was of Age to begin her 
Year of  Noviciat, and thereafter to pro- 
nounce the fatal Formula, and for ever re- 
nounce the Mins which ſhe did with ſur- 
a Reſolution, though her Heart was 

Ill engaged 'to her Coun, | and though ſhe 
was very certain that ſhe. would be wretched 
and miſerable While ſhe lived, unleſs Pro- 
vidence affiſted her in a miraculous Man- 
ner, | 


Warn young Tunelle had paſsed not t only 
his Studies at the College, and Exerciſes at 
the Accademy for Riding, but likewiſe had 
been three Ve ars in the Corps of the Muſ- 
queteers, he wrote his Father very preſſing 
Letters to allow him to come and ſee him, 

S3 but 
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but he ſtill put him off by ſome Excuſe or 
- ther till his Miſtreſs was received a Nun; 
after which, inſtead of allowing his Son to 
come to the Country, he went himſelf to 


Paris, with a Deſign to purchaſe a Troop of 
Horſe for him. | 


o may believe that his Conka was 


among the firſt Perſons he enquired for; but 
how great was his Conſternation when he un- 


derſtood that ſhe had taken on the Veil, he 


turned pale as Death, and on a fudden ſunk 
down at his Father's Feet in a deep fainting 
Fit, 'in which he continued - for. above an 
Hour. The old Gentleman was ſo terribly 
frightned that he heartily repented what he 
had told him, and even of the Part he had 
aQted to get his Miſtreſs made a Nun. F 


Tux young Gentleman Kawwevery at laſt, 
recovered, and told his Father very plainly, 
that he did not doubt but that his Couſin 
Had been forced to be a Nun, and that her 
Father had been prompted to ſacrifice. her at 


his Defire, but added, that their Cruelty 


would not be confined wholly to her but 
muſt reach him too ; for, continued he, I 
am under the moſt ſolemn Engagement, that 
if ſhe's forced to take on the Habit, I will 
follow her Example, fince I can propoſe no 
Happineſs in the World after I have loſt all 
Hopes of poſſeſſing her; and you had better 
lay ef out to get another Wife, and 
other Sons to ſucceed you, ſince you muſt no 
longer think of me as a Man who is to per- 

9 


e e hab. trot 


Mademoiſelle de Richelieu. 295 
petuate your Name; I am fixed in my Re- 
ſolution and no Power on Earth ſhall make 
me retract: What a barbarous Thing is it 
in Parents, cried he tranſported: with Rage, 
rather to ſtudy their own ambitious Views 
than the Happineſs or Satisfaction of their 
Children ! 1 


"Tis a grand Miſtake to imagine that 
what they do proceeds from Tenderneſs; 
if this were the Caſe would they make them 
miſerable? No, they only conſult their own. 
Caprice, and will not allow their Chil- 
dren to be happy, if what they propoſe 


claſhes in the leaſt with their Notions of Fe- 


licity;z or rather their whole Aim is to pleafe 
themſelves, without having any Regard to 
the Satisfaction of the Perſons who are moſt 
immediately concerned, and all- this forſooth 
becauſe you are the Inſtruments of our Exiſ- 
tence ; but with all due Deference to you, 
Sir, as my Father, the Satisfaction of Senſua- 
lity. was the Motive | of your begetting me, 
and conſequently I am leſs obliged to you 
for contributing to bring me into Exiſtence 
than for your Care of me ſince. I have been 
in the World, but even that Obligation is 
cancelled by doing what muſt make me 
wretched during the Remainder of my Life ; 
for I have a mortal Averſion to a Cloiſter, 
and yet by my Oath, which no Authority 
upon Earth ſhall make me break, I am con- 
demned to it; ſo that Monſieur de Houtolle 
and you have wantonly ſacrificed poor Emi- 
ta, and I hope you'll finiſh your Work by 
- | witneſſing 
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witneſſing my renouncing all Commerce with 
the World, my own Father not excepted ; 
but firſt of all I will go to that fatal Prilon 
where her cruel Parents have encloſed her, 
that I may learn from her own” Mouth 
whether her Sacrifice is nn of not. | 


I am very ſuſpicious of hearing a very 
black and melancholy Story, but let it be 
What it will I am ee to be at the 
Bottom of it, and if there has been Vio- 
lence | uſed, all France ſhall know it; fo 


that my Advice to you, Sir, upon the whole, 
is, to diſpoſe of the Troop which you tell 
me you have purchaſed for me in the 


Queen's Regiment; becauſe, if Emilia is 
by her own Choice a Nun, I will leave 
France, and if ſhe has been forced, I will 


not only let the King but the whote King- 


dom know the Cruelty of her Parents, and 
demand Redreſs: With that he ſtarted up, 
made his Father a Bow ( who was ſo con- 
founded that he could not pronounce 2 


ſingle Word) walked out of the Houſe 


where they were, and took Poſt that Mo- 
ment for Toulouze, where his Preſence, you 


may believe, ſtrangely ſurprized Miſs Emilia 
now Siſter __ | 


Tum rf Diſcourſe was much upon 
the Reſerve and Cold, each of them at- 


tributing inconſtancy to the other; but at 


laſt they came to a full Explication, and to 
2 full * of the nel of their 
e 
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Parents, who had intercepted all their Letters, 
and forced Emilia to be a Nun: This threw 
Lunelle into a terrible Fit of Rage and Fury; 
he had no farther Regard for her Father nor 
his own, but openly called them Tygers and 
Monſters who did not deſerve to. breath in 
chriſtian Air, and what augmented his Fu- 
ry was the Beauty of his Miſtreſs now a Wo- 
man formed, and ſo charming in the Nun's: 
Habit that his Paſſtien: became a thouſand 
times ſtronger than ever it had been. 


Tax difconſolate Nun wept much but 
faid little, tho' her Lover could eaſily per- 
ceive, by that little, that ſhe was far from 
being content with her Condition, and that 
ſhe ftill loved him; which made him aſk 
her haſtily if ſhe would not willingly be 
relieved from her Vows, ſhe anſwered, Sigh- 
ing, that it was needleſs to explain herſelf 
upon that Head, ſince ſhe believed it was a 
Thing impoſſible. ” ES 


No, no, my dear Emilia, cried he, I will 
go and throw myſelf at the Kings Feet, 
tell him all our Story and humbly ſupplicate 
the royal Authority againſt the barbarous 
cruelty of unnatural Parents, but if this 
ſhould not ſucceed, will you not conſent to 
my delivering you from this horrid Priſon, 
and to our ſeeking a Sanctuary in ſome foreign 


Country? Alas! my dear Coufin, anſwered 


fhe, what do you mean by ſuch. a Propo- 
fal, ſuppoſing the Thing were practicable, 
Which I can not conceive it to be? what 
4 | Opinion 
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Opinion can the World have” bf a Wo- 
man who after ſhe is a profeſſed Nun makes 
a2 Elopement with a Man! you know, 
— added the, the Rigour of the Laws in ſuch 
TY Caſes, and neither you nor I could ever 
A think of returning to France after ſuch a 
Step; tis better that one than both of us 
thould be ſacrificed: I have taken a View 
of my own unhappy Fate in all its blackeſt 
Colours, and tho* I can not as yet ſubmit 
to it without Murmuring,. yet IJ hope much 
from the Bounty of Heaven, and that I ſhall, 
by the Habit of a diſcontented Mind, be 
at laſt, if not altogether reconciled to the 
diſagreeable State of Life to which F am 1 
reduced, at leaſt enabled te ſupport it with 
Patience 3 and this I think is preferable to WM 
A Project which muſt e ruin Fo EE 
eee 1 


2 w wed. ca 


How eafie is it to reaſon in th cook 

Manner, eried be in a Melancholy Tone, 

when your Heart feels not the Power of 
WH Love as mine does, but, my deareſt Emi- 
1 fa, had I no other Obſtacles to combate but 
8 what offer on the Side of your Reputation, 
J think they might be eaſily anſwered. * 
World, unjuſt as it is, would be far from 
condemning a Woman for eſcaping from a 
Prifon into which her Parents had inhumane- 
ly thrown her againſt her Will, and forced 
her to commit a Sacrilege, by declaring in the 
Preſence of God and thoſe who were Wit- 
neſſes that her Vows were voluntary, when 


at the fame Time ſhe was conſeious to 1 
| £2 ſo] ] 
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ſelf that her Heart gave the Lie to her Tongue, 
and by prateſting that her inclination and 
nothing elſe was what induced her to embrace 
the EG Life, tho ſhe was ſenſible that 
ſbe had no Vocation to it, and would be 


miſerable in a Profeſſion to which her Mind 


was quite averſe. The Thoughts of your Situa- 
non, added he, make me tremble; and ſure your 
Conſcience muſt tell you every Time you ap- 
proach, the Altar, that Heaven rejects the 
Prayers of a Perſon who has in- the Face of 
the Sun called e it to witneſs an Un- 
truth. A 


O Emilia / think of the ag: that 
ſurrounds you, and do not let a miſtaken 
Notion of your Duty to an Earthly Parent 
eome in Competition with what you owe to 


your Heavenly Father ; or, rather, make an 


Attonement for the . that you have 


been guilty of, by ſpeedily abandoning this 
Place, and a Profeſſion to. which you have 
no Call, and in which without: a Miracle 
you. muſt be wretched while you live, _ 
— I dare not ſay the reſt. | 


. Emilia liſtened to him with great Attention, 
and when ſhe found that he had ended his 
Sermon, I will readily. agree with you, ſaid 
ihe, that T have been guilty of Diſſimulation 
which is a heinous Crime; but is not Heaven 
merciful, and are we not aſſured that when 
the, Worſt of Sinners __ 9255 will find 


Favour? 


— 

— 
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- Favour? May not I therefore, without Pre- 


ſumption, hope, that by ſtrictly obſerving 
the Rules of my Order, and leading a Life 
pure and innocent, Providence, after a ſuf- 
kcient Trial of my Patience and Perſever- 
ance, in imploring Night and Day the Divine 
Aſſiſtance, will at laſt be propitious ? 
but you my dear Couſin who act the Part 
already of Director, ſince you have no Vo- 
cation to the Monaſtick State, can you with 
Safety follow my Example, and would it not 
be a leſſer Crime to break your Oath of be- 
ing a Monk, which was raſh and inconſi- 


derate, than deliberately to engage yourſelf 


in Vows which are directly contrary to your 
Intention, and which no body forces you to 
come under, as in my Caſe? Yowll, no 


doubt ſay that we are to diſobey the whole 


World rather than to offend God; but I 
thought my Conſcience diſcharged, when I 
told my Father and Mother that I had no 
Inclination to be a Nun ; and I cannot but 


x ia that a great Part of the Crime lies at 


their Door, which I pray Heaven may for- 
give them. en e e 


- Your Reaſons triumph Emilia, but my 
Paſſion ftill ſubfiſts-; and notwithſtanding 
your Arguments, which are, I acknowledge, 
not eaſily to be anſwered; I will either turn 
Monk, or abandon: for ever my native Coun- 
try, unleſs you give me Leave to uſe all my 
Endeavours to get you relieved of your 
Vows, from the Motive of their being 

invo- 
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involuntary, to which after long and ſtrong 
Intreaties ſhe conſented. 


Lunelle ſet out next Day, and 1 ſhall 
leave him riding Poſt to Paris, with a Lo- 
ver's Haſt, and tell you how Matters went 
with Emilia, who had no ſooner loſt Sight of 
- her Lover, whoſe Preſence, notwithſtanding 
her Veil and Vows, had raiſed terrible Com- 
motions in her poor diſtracted Heart, than 
ſhe repeated her Prayers ; but - Lunelle was 
always in her Mind, and the more ſhe en- 
deavoured to divert her Thoughts from him, 
the leſs ſhe ſucceeded ; ſhe invoked all the 
Saints, but in vain ; Lunelle was always up- 
22 and ſhe could think of nothing 
elle. 


SOMETIMEs ſhe would burſt forth into 
Tears, complain of the Cruelty of her Pa- 
rents, and lament her unhappy Fate, then 
chide herſelf for entertaining ſuch Thoughts, 
which could, indeed, make her Condition 
more wretched, but give her no Relief; 1 
am here for Life, would ſhe ſometimes ſay, 
I have ſolemnly ſworn to have no Communi- 
cation with the World or Men, what Folly, 
what Madneſs poſſeſſes thee poor filly un- 
thinking Emilia; or, rather, what guilty 
Thoughts take up thy Mind, O! wicked 
Siſter Roſe? As the former I find I muſt 
love him, and as the latter I ought to for- 
get him; how ſhall I reconcile my double 
ſelf? Shall I leave the Convent and marry 
Lunelle, is that right? I fear not. Shall I 

Vol. I. Dd. continue 
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continue in it and ſtill love him? Worſe 
and worſe. What then? Die a Martyr to 
the Cruelty of Parents and Tyranny of Love, 
and truſt to the Mercy of God, who knows 
the Frailties of human Nature, and will, I 
hope, accept of my hearty and ſincere 
Wiſhes, to arrive at a higher Pitch of Virtue 
than what the unhappy Situation of my Mind 
permits me to reach. \ EE 
As ſhe was thus wrapt up in a deep Con- 
templation, I mean as ſhe was talking to her- 
ſelf {to which the genteel Term would have 
been Soliloquy, but I did not think of it in 
Time) her Aunt, who you may remember I 
told you was a Nun in the ſame Convent, 
came into her Cell, and was ſurprized to find 
her drowned in Tears, imagining from her 
reſolute Behaviour, at her Reception, that. 
ſhe had got the better of her Childiſh Incli- 
nation; but recollecting that Lunelle had 
lately paid her a Viſit, ſhe became very ſuſ- 
picious, and reſolved to penetrate into her 
Secret, not ſo much out of Curioſity as with 
a Deſign to ſerve her; for you muſt know 
that this Lady had been made a Nun too very 
much againſt her Will, and was very much 
againſt her Brother's ſacrificing his Daughter 
as his Father had done her, though ſhe ap- 
peared to Emilia to be as keen for it as her 
Father, ſo that they mutually endeavoured 
to conceal their real Sentiments from one 
another ; but the Aunt was now reſolved to 


take off the Maſk, and to appear to her Niece 
what 


* 
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what ſhe really was, in hopes of an equiva- 
lent Confidence in the young Nun. 


I am ſurprized, and very wok concerned, 
my dear Niece, faid ſhe a little after ſhe 
came in, to fee you under fo deep a Melan- 
choly, which is but too viſible in your Eyes 
and Countenance not to alarm me; as we 
are by ourſelves, continued ſhe, I ſhall not 
Siſter you, according to the uſual Practice in 
this Community ; and I am reſolved, at pre- 
ſent, not only to lay aſide that F ormality, but 
to open my Heart to you, in hopes that you 
will place an equal Confidence in me, upon 
this Aſſurance, that if it is not in my Power 
to ſerve you, your Secret ſhall be eneloſed in 
my Breaſt; and though we, perhaps, may 
be equally incapable to aſſiſt one another, and 
that our Misfortunes are not to be remedied, 
yet there is a certain Conſolation in having 
a Friend, to whom we can communicate our 
moſt ſecret Thoughts: To ſhew you that I 
am ſincere, and to lead you the Way, 
know, my dear Niece, that I am far from 
being what I appear, and that I have an 
inſuperable Averſton to the Life we 1 

here, 


I was educated in this Convent ; and my 
Father, who deſigned me from my "Birth to 
the religious State, recommended to the 
Prioreſs and Nuns, to try all their Art to 
hook me into their Number ; and as they 
carefſed and flattered me without Meaſure, 
according to their laudable Cuſtom when 
Dd 2 they 
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they find it will be their Intereſt, I greedily 
ſwallowed the Bait, believing, as they told 
me, that the Moment I pronounced the fatal 
Vow, I would find my Mind exalted to a 
State of Happineſs, little inferior to that of 
Angels; but I ſoon found it debaſed lower 
than can be expreſſed, by ſevere Uſage and 
flaviſh Drudgeries, in ſerving the very Nuns 
who had before cajolled me as if I had been 
a Princeſs ; and who now for the turning of 
a Straw treat me with ſuch Contempt and 
Rigour, that I have not paſſed one Day theſe 
twelve Years without twelve Times wiſhing 
for Death, as the only Thing that can ter- 
minate my Miſery. pn, 


I ſaw, with great Grief, that your Father, 
upon bringing you here, intended to ſacrifice 
you to Family Conſiderations as mine had 
done me; nay, he even told me fo, but I 
durſt not for my Life diſſuade you from tak- 
ing the Road that led me to my Ruin ; on 
the contrary, the Prioreſs told me with her 
uſual Severity, that ſhe expected I would uſe 
all my Intereſt with you as a Relation, ad- 
ding, that if you ſhewed the leaſt Reluc- 

tance, ſhe would attribute. it to me, and 
puniſh me in a Manner that would make 
me repent my Folly as long as I lived; 
and as I had already more than once felt 
the Effects of her Rage, Fear made me 
utter with my Lips what my Heart diſ- 
claimed. | | 


10 
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Ix ſhort, my dear Niece, you know what 
fine Things I told you about the Advantages 
of being a Nun, it was all Deceit, all For- 
gery, as you will ſoon find by a fatal Ex- 
rience, and you muſt prepare yourſelf for 
ardſhips and Miſeries, from which you 
have been hitherto exempted. Alas] poor 
Child, continued ſhe ſighing and ſhedding 
Tears, how will that delicate Body of: thine 
go through the ſlaviſh Drudgeries that are 
preparing for it! and how it grieves my 
Heart to think that I cannot ferve thee other- 
wiſe, than by pitying thy unhappy: Fate! 
This you may think is anticipating your 
Misfortunes and punifhing you before the 
Time, but I have my Reaſons, and Will 
explain them, if I find that you lay your 
Heart open to me as I have done mine to 
you. e en n 


Pook Siſter Ro/e was ſo terrified with this 
diſmal Picture of Futurity, that ſhe treni- 
bled from Head to Foot, and related the 
whole Paſſages of her Life as if ſhe had been 
upon Oath before a Judge, not forgetting ' 
what had paſſed between Zunelle and her at 
their laſt Interview, and upon what Deſign 
he returned to Paris. ; 7 


WnukN ſhe had el her Narrattom my : 


dear Niece, ſaid the Aunt, embracing her, 


were I in your Caſe I ſhould not heſitate one 
Moment upon what I was to do; if your 
Lover can get you relieved of your Vows, a 
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Thing which I ſcarce believe practicable, I 
fancy you'll willingly accept of him for your 


Huſband ; but ſuppoſe the Thing is refuſed, 


not ſo much upon your Account as upon 
other Conſiderations which regard many Fa- 
milies in France; and on the other Hand, 
ſuppoſing that your Lover propoſed to car- 
ry you off without Authority or Leave, 
would you conſent to make an Elopement 
with him, and by that Means not only enjoy 
the Man you love, but likewiſe avoid the 
terrible Life that you muſt lead here? 


Trrs Queſtion terribly puzzled our young 
Nun, her Notions of Virtue were ſo ftrit 
that ſhe could not think of running away 
with a Man without bluſhing, but on the 
other Hand ſhe could not think of what her 
Aunt had told her without trembling ; in 
this Dilemma ſhe knew not what to ſay, and 


all ſhe could get out at laſt was: My dear | 
Aunt, what would you do were you in my 


Cafe? Why, make as little Difficulty, Child, 
to break Vows that I was forced to make, as 
J would to break an Oath which a High- 
way- man ſhould force me to take with a 
Piſtol at my Breaſt ; and why don't you 
then make your Eſcape from this Place, 
cried the Niece, ſince you think it no 
Crime, and ſince in any Situation of Life 
you could not be fo unhappy as you are 
here? 


| Tun Caſe is very different betwixt you 
and me, faid the Aunt, You are young, 
ts you 
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you love a Man who adores you, and is wil- 
ling at all Events to marry you; I'm old 
and neither have a Lover nor can expect a 
Huſband, ſo that to fly into ſome Foreign 
Country where the Roman Catholick Reli- 
gion is not eſtabliſhed, without Money or 
Friends and without any Intention of chan- 
ging my Religion which I could do upon 
no Conſideration, what could I expect to be 
but what I am here, a menial Servant or ra- 
ther a Slave? And as I muſt be an abſolute 
Stranger in any Place to which I fled for 
Sanctuary, People might reaſonably imagine 
that I had left my "is for ſome bad 
Action, and would be afraid even to har- 
bour me in their Houſes, not believing a 
Word of my Story; fo that it would be Mad- 
| neſs in me to leave even this unhappy Place, 
and Prudence in you which no Mortal who 
has the leaſt Share of common Senſe or Hu- 
manity can find Fault with; and therefore my 
Advice to you is not to make yourſelf mi- 
ſerable while you live, by a chimerical De- 
licacy, if your Lover will take his Chance 
with you; and—— but here they were in- 
terrupted by the Arrival of the Prioreſs who, 
with a ſtern Countenance, reprimanded both 
the Aunt and the Niece for ſpending their 
Time in idle Chit-Chat ; for you Siſter Do- 
rothy, ſaid ſhe, you know your Taſk ; and 
if it be not performed at a preciſe Minute, 
you and I ſhall talk; and as for you Sifter 
Roſe, you have hitherto had too much idle 
Time upon your Hands, but I ſhall very 
ſoon contrive Buſineſs for you; in the mean 
| Time 
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Time go to the n Fun remain there 


till farther Orders ; where I ſhall leave her 
for a While and follow Lunelle to: Paris. 


H E rode Night and Day, or rather flew 


on the Wings of Love, but needed not to 


have. been in ſuch Haſte ; for tho he threw 
himſelf at the King's Feet, when he preſen- 


ted his Petition, and joined to his own Intereſt 


that of his Friends ; made his Court to Car- 
dinals, Biſhops, Jeſuits, Monks, and Ladies, 
he might have as well pulled down the Moon 
with his Teeth as to have got what he wan- 


ted; mad with this Diſſapointment and aſha- 


med to ſtay at Paris after ſuch a Rebuff, he 
retook the Road to Toulouze, fully reſolved 
to carry off his ue. if ſne would con- 


* 
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know that he did not puſh ſo hard back as 
he had done in going to Paris, poor Siſter 
Roſe was entering upon the Accompliſh- 
ment of ber Aunt's Predictions, and was 
ſo terrified with the Proſpect of worſe 
flill to come, that nothing was wanting but 
her Lovers Preſence to determine her Re- 
folution, and upon his Arrival he found her 
much more tractable than before; ſhe gave 


him an exact Account of what had paſſed 


between her Aunt and her, and did not con- 
ceal the Severities of the Pures which ſhe 
expected would encreaſe daily rather than 


diminiſh. - Imagine, if you can, the Ex- 


ceſs of Lunelle's Joy, for I can not find Terms 


oper to deſcribe it. I wiſh, Sir, added ſhe 
| ſmiling, 
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ſmiling, and addreſſing herſelf to the Count 
de Saluce, you would help me out with this 
Part of my Story, for when I look at your 
Lady I can not but conclude that you are 
perfectly acquainted with what we call Tran- 
ſports of Joy in a Lover, and tho“ we have 
many Inftances of Female Hearts deeply ſmit- 
ten, and which of Courſe muſt be ſenſible 
of Joy on a happy Turn, yet the Author 
of Nature, as he has endowed us with an In- 
nocence and Modeſty ſuperior, in my Opi- 
nion, to that of the Male Sex, we are not 
ſo apt to break out into the tumultuous 
and rapturous Tranſports of Grief or Joy 
as the Men, which may be owing to this 
too as well as Modeſty, that generally ſpeak- 
ing the Paſſions are 'not ſo ſtrong in us as 
in the other Sex, otherwiſe when Love ſteals 
into our Hearts, neither our Virtue, Deco- 
rum, nor even our Pride could reſtrain the 
Violence of our Deſires, and we ſhould be- 
come a Purchaſe the leſs agreeable as it weuld 
be obtained without the leaſt Pains or 'Trou- 
ble; and were this Failing joined to the other 
Imperfections, to which we are by Nature 
ſubjected, a Piſmire, an Inſet would be a 
happier Creature than a Woman. 


Map Au, anſwered the Count ſmiling, you 
could not have adreſſed yourſelf to a Man 
whoſe Experience in Grief and Joy exceeds 
mine ; but this Lady, pointing to his Spouſe, 


is a better Judge than I, how far the Patfions 


influence the Female Sex and I muſt ſub- 
mit my Judgment to her's in this Point ; 
and I, faid the Counteſs, muſt beg Leave 2 

defer 
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defer giving mine till Mademoiſelle has fi- 
niſhed her Narration which I hope ſhe will 
continue without farther Interruption, 


Miss made an Obeiſance and proceeded 
thus in her Story: Lunelle was in ſuch Rap- 
tures that he could find no Words to expreſs 
his Joy, but his Eyes ſpoke a Language ve- 
ry intelligible to his Miſtreſs ; and after they 
had for fome Moments darted throw the Grate 
thoſe Glances peculiar only to Lovers, and 
Nealed their Agreement with mutual Pro- 
teſtations (for you muſt know that the Grate 
Was ſo cloſely barred they could not join 
Hands) Emilia, for I think IJ muſt no more 
call her Sifter Noſe, begged of her Lover to 
_ retire to prevent Suſpicion {for I believe you 
all know that Curioſity reigns no where 
more than in a Convent; and the Prioreſs 
of this had a very watchful Eye upon all 
Aer Nuns, particularly Roſe and her Aunt) 
and to return three Days after at the ſame 
Hour to concert with her Aunt the pro- 
per Meaſures for her Deliverance. 


Tov may believe he was very punQual 
and they had Abundance of Chat which 1 
fhall not repeat, only tell you, that for 
many weighty Reafons, the Principal where- 
of was Want of Money, the Execution of 
their Project was to be deferred for ſix 
Months, during which Lunelle was to ſcrape 
together all the Caſh that he poſſibly could ; 
-and though fix Months were fix Centuries, 
according to his Calculation, and perhaps not 
much leſs in her way of counting; yet 5 
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the Aunt's Remonſtrances, who was a Wo- 
man of Senſe, they yielded to Neceſſity, and 
Lunelle, after a paſſionate and tender Adieu, 
accompanied with all the Proteſtations uſ- 
ual on ſuch Occaſtons, took Poſt and gal- 
loped back to Paris, where he had left his 
Father, and whom he found under great 
Concern for his Abſence, and ready to return 
to his own Country. 


AFTER ſome Excuſes for leaving the 
Town without his Permiſſion: Sir, ſaid 
he, I hope my Tranſgreſſion will obtain 
your Pardon, when I tell you that it has 
produced a very good Effect, no leſs than an 
intire Cure of the fooliſh Paſſion which I 
had for my Couſin, and that I am now ready 
to obey your Orders in every Reſpect, 


THE old Gentleman was ſo overjoyed, 
that he embraced him with Tears in his Eyes, 
and told him, he heartily forgave what was 
paſt, and in a few Days they parted the beſt 
Friends in the World; old Zunelle taking 
the Road to Languedoc, and the young 
Gentleman to Liſle in Flanders to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his Troop ; where he remained 
three Months; and during that Time affect- 
ed a bad State of Health ſo artfully that he 
obtained Permiſſion at Court, to diſpoſe of 
his Troop as he bought it, and to retire to 
his Father's Houſe, who, perſuaded as the 
reſt of the World of the Truth of his Indiſ- 
poſition, concurred in procuring his Diſmiſ- 
ſion, and preſſed him to return home as ſoon © 
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as poſſible, which he did with the Money 
of his Commiſſion in his Pocket, though he 
told his Father he was only to receive it from 
his Succeſſor, Nephew to the Comptroller- 
general, in five or ſix Months ; which the 
old Gentleman believed, and was very eaſy 
about the Money when he had his Son about 
him, and hoped that his native Air would re- 

cover him. | | 


Ox Enamorato found Means to get a 
Billet conveyed to his Miftreſs, giving her 
Notice of his Arrival, and of every Step he 
had taken, but that Reaſons, which ſhe 
ſhould know in due Time, obliged him to 
remain ſome Weeks at his Father's before 
he offered to pay her a Viſit; in the mean 
Time he intreated, that her Aunt and ſhe 
would examine the Garden Walls, and fix 
upon the moſt convenient Place for getting 
over by Means of a Ladder of Ropes which 
he would take Care to provide. 4 


Hx recovered ſurpriſingly, which his Father 
attributed to the Benefit of his native Air ; 
and as he never once mentioned his Couſin's 
Name for three Weeks after his Arrival, 
the old Gentleman concluded that he had 
quite forgot her, which gave him great Joy ; 
and he was conſidering out of what Family 
in the Country he ſhould get him a Wife, 
little thinking that his Son was to give him 
no Trouble that way, but ſuch a Load of 
_ Grief that ſoon brought him to his Grave and 

himſelf into a State of Want and __—_— 
. whi 
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which was a terrible Draw- back, ſome Years 


after, upon the Happineſs which he propoſed 
to himſelf in the married State. ty 


Hs privately borrowed to the Tune of 
Ten thouſand Livres from ſeveral of his Fa- 
ther's Friends and Relations, to make up, 
as he pretended, the Money of his Commiſ- 
ſion; a Part whereof he had loſt at Play in 
Paris, and was unwilling to let his Father 
know of it. | 1 | 


HE then bought a Poſt Chaiſe at Toulouze, 
with a Couple of Horſes, and took Bills of 
Exchange on Lyons and Geneva, except for 
what was neceilary to bear his Expences to 
the laſt Place, where he deſigned to go, 
Judging it ſafer there than in ſtah, where 

the Power of the Pope might reach him, 
and perhaps undo all again. 28110 


WHen every thing was ready for execut- 
ing this unhappy Project, he told his Father 
that he would go and paſs two or three Days 
with a young Counſellor of the Pazliament 
of Toulouze who was his Friend, to which 


the old Gentleman readily conſented, and 


ordered two of his Horſes to be got ready, 
one for the Son, and another for the Servant 
who was to attend him and bring back the 
Horſes, all which was accordingly done; and 
he ſent Word to his Miſtreſs, who had given 
him Notice before what Part of the Garden 
Wall was moſt proper to be ſtormed, to hold 
Pal. bh E e herſelf 
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Herſelf ready about Eleven o'Clock at Night, 
and that ſhe ſhould find him upon the Top 
of the Wall, at that 8 ready to receive 
her. 


1 Thall not touts you with the Manner 
of his fixing the Ladder, and how he on his 
Side mounted the Wall, and ſhe on her's, 

but only tell you that ſhe got fairly off, and 
away they marched ; when they had got five 
or fix Miles from the Convent to a Place 
where he could get Poſt Horſes, he ordered 
two to be put to his Chaiſe, and one for his 
| Servant to ride, and fold his own two Horſes 
to the - Poſt-maſter, at what he would give 
Him for them, which to be ſure was not near 


the Value. 


* £ Ku 


* Trey drove on with all Expedition 
Night and Day till they arrived at Lyons, 
where they were directly married; and next 
Morning ſet out for Geneva about thirty 
Veagues diſtant, where they arrived without 
ny bad Rencounter, and where I ſhall leave 
them in the full Fruition of what the Lovers 
wall extitick Bliſs, and while it laſts may be 
. * enough termed ſo. 


But here's the Rune of human Life, 

That what we wiſh for moſt 
"He by Fruition Maid. or aw} | 

* No ſooner got than loſt, | 


* 
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Elſe Marriage would a Heaven be, 

where happy Days would flow; 

But ah ! how feldom do we ſee, 
A greater Curſe below. 


Rouſſeau, cried' the Count difdainfully, who 
is the Author of this little ſatyrieal Stroke 
againſt Marriage, was a bitter Enemy to. 
that State, and judged of every body by him- 
felf: I own, that where a Marriage has no 
other Foundation but the Gratification of the 
fenſual Appetite, that may ſcon be cloyed'; 
the ſame Object becomes too familiar, and 
ten to one breeds Diſguſt, which is the 
Preamble to Diſcord and all the Evils that 
-attend Unions which are not founded upon 
Eſteem as well as Love; he has laid down, 
however, too general a Maxim, and I think, 
beſides myſelf, I could inſtance many Ex- 
ceptions from the Rule ; but Madam, added 
he, turning to Miſs Courbon, I hope you'll 
pardon this Interruption, and do us the Favour 
to go on with your Story, of which, by ſome 
Inſinuations that you dropt at the Beginning. 
I'm afraid the W will EN the Poer's: 
Opinion. 


By no Means, : anſwered Mifs, for tho® 

what remains opens a very different Scene 
from what is paſt, yet there appears no Change 
of Sentiments from Difguſt, but an Alteration 
' of * in the Huſband from the terrible 
: Ee - Appre- 
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Apprehenſions of being reduced to low Cir- 


cumſtances. Before I enter upon this Me- 
lancholy Part of my Story, which I have no 


Pleaſure in repeating, I ſhall tel] you what 


happened in France upon their Elopement. 


Tux Convent you may believe was ſoon 


in an Uproar, and a Meſſenger difpatched 


to Monſieur de Hourolles, to acquaint him 


that his Daughter had made her Eſcape ; 


upon which he took Horſe and went direct- 
ly to Monſieur de Lunelle's, and underſtanding 
that his Son was at Toulomze, he became very 
ſuſpicious that he had carried his Daughter 
off, but the Father could not believe it. 


A Meſſenger was immediately diſpatched 
to the Counſellor, at whoſe Houſe he ima- 
gined his Son was, but he had neither ſeen 
him, nor heard of his being in Town, which 
threw the two Fathers into a terrible Con- 
ſternation. 105 


Houtolle returned home very much afflicted 
ſor the Diſgrace, as he termed it, which his 
Daughter had brought upon the Family; and 


the poor old Lunelle could neither eat nor 
lleep for the Loſs of his Son. 


SEVERAL Days paſt without any News; 


but at laſt Houtolle received a Letter from his 
Daughter, dated from Geneva, of which the 


Perſon who told me the Story having a Copy, 


the Singularity of it made me think it worth 


tranſcribing ; and if you have any Curioſity 
* ; to 
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to fee how Siſter Roſe vindicates this F, 


pas, I will go up to my Chamber and bring 


it. By all Means, cried the Counteſs, 'T am 
mighty curious to ſee how ſhe juſtifies her 
Conduct. Miſs flew up: Stairs, and was 
back in a Moment with a Paper in her 
Hand, in which ſhe read the following; 
Words. 5 VE. 1 


«IT 
4 * 
.# 
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COPY of Madam de unelle's Letter th 
| her Father from Geneva. 


RE | 1 ieee an 
THEN Children re really guilty of 

A e, to their Parents, the 
Laws ef God and Man oblige them to make 


a proper Atonement; you will, no doubt, 
think I am criminal in the higheſt. Degree, 
and your Indignation will bear a due Propor- 
tion to the Opinion you have of my Con- 
duct; but would you coolly conſider the 
Caſe, you muſt of Neceſſity allow that, 
upon a fair Repreſentation: of it, you would 
be more liable to publick Cenfure than I. 
Far be it from me to ſet Limits or preſcribe: 
Rules to paternal Authority; but this 
far F may ſafely venture to fay, that when 
from Views of preſerving the whole of am 
Eſtate to the eldeſt Son, though very ofters a 
Rake and a Profligate, the: other Sons and 
Daughters are condemned to the Monaſtick 
55 LE 2 State,, 
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State, without conſulting their Inclination, 


nay, even though they declare their Averſion 
to it; Parents, in that Caſe, take a Power 
upon them which God and Nature never 
gave them, and the Children cannot be ſup- 
poſed to be under any Tie by Vows which 
they are forced to make, and which conſe- 
quently they may and indeed ought to break 
as much as an Oath extorted by Violence, and 
threatened. Death in caſe of a Refuſal. 


You are ſenſible, Sir, that the Convent 
was my Averſion, and that my Heart gave 
the Lie to my Tongue in pronouncing the 


fatal Formula; who then was guilty of the 


Sacrilege, for ſuch ſure it muſt be, and 
. Conſcience ought it to affect yours or 
Net . | 


I was dragged to the Altar, and offered up 
an involuntary Victim, which certainly made 


the Sacrifice abominable in the Sight of God ; 


but the Crime lies at the Door of thoſe whe 
forced me to take on Vows which were as 
Daggers to my Heart when I pronounced 
them, not having the Voeation neceſſary for 
2 Perſon who embraces a religious State: 
What I pronounced went no farther than my 
Lips, and when the Heart does not go along, 


what can it be called but juggling with Hea-- 


ven; and how could I expect any Aſſiſtance 


from above, to carry me through the Hard- 


ſhips. and Severities of a religious Li fe, to 


and 
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and found myſelf no better diſpoſed during 
the whole Time I was in the Convent? 
As this was the Caſe what could I propoſe 
to myſelf by remaining in it? Nothing, 
ſure, but a wretched Life in this World, and 
terrible Apprehenſions of a dreadful Fu- 
turity. 55 | 


THESE were the Motives, Sir, that in- 
duced me to leave it in the Manner I have 
done; and whether they will be ſatisfactory 
to you I know not, but I am fure they are to 
my own Conſcience, which I now find eaſed _ 
of a heavy Load ; and perceive already that 
my Heart joins with my Tongue, in offer- 
ing up my Prayers to Heaven, which to me 
is a convincing Argument that it approves 0 
what I have done. ; 


I am. perſuaded that the Public, and very 
probably you yourſelf too, 'will be apt to 
attribute my Flight to a quite different Cauſe 
than what I alledge ; but give me Leave to 
allure you, that though I loved Lunelle, 
which I think I may now, as he is my Huſ- 
band, confeſs without Breach of ' Modeſty, I 
ſhould certainly have ſacrificed my Inclina- 
tion to pleaſe you and a cenforious World, 
had I found my Heart diſpoſed to fulfil the 
Duties of my Order; but as it was quite 
cold, or rather averſe to the religious Life, 
I look upon forced Devotion to be fo far from 
being meritorious, that I dreaded an imme- 
diate Puniſhment from Heaven, even in the 
very Acts of Worſhip and Adoration, as they 
| Were 
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were not performed with Sincerity and Ar- 
dour, which I aſſure you was a ſtronger 
Motive for my leaving the Convent than 


the Sollicitations. of a Man whom I own I 


* 


1 make no babe but that my Huſband 
and I have by this Step brought Mews in 
Diſgrace both with Church and State, the 


nter will thunder out Excommunication, 


and the latter pronoune2 a Sentence of Death 
at leaſt againſt him for carrying off a Nun; 
ſuch a Sentence may be agreeable to human 
Laws, but not, I am fure, to divine in our 
Caſe; for I think nothing can be a more 
palpable Violation of them than te force me 
to take on. Vows, to which I ſolemnly de- 
elared my Diſſent, and therefore could not 


think myſelf bound to the Performance of 


them, nor y of any Erime in the 4 700 
of ſuch ; roluntary Engagements.” - 


1 chink myſelf i in Duty bound: to give you 
this Account of my Sentiments and Situa- 
tion; and though it will, very probably, ra- 
ther augment than diminiſh your Reſentment, 
for Reaſons which cannot but be diſagreeable 
to you to read or me to write, ſince it is but 
ripping up an old Sore, yet F could not be 
eaſy with, myſelf till I did it, and not only 
now, but in all the Occurrences of my Life, 
Mall always make it my Study to perform 


What I owe to him who gave me Being, 


Whatever Returns I may meet with from his 
A and in this fixed Reſolution 


give 


* 
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give me Leave to aſſure you of my Love and 

Reſpect, and that no Behaviour of yours, 
however rigorous and unkind, ſhall ever in- 
ſpire me with other Sentiments than what 
are conſiſtent with the Character which I aſ- 
ſume of being while I live, 


Your moſt obedient and 
affectionate Daughter, 


EMILIA DE LUNELLE. 


As Family Confiderations had induced 
Hoeutelle to make his Daughter a Nun, he 
conſidered that the Step ſhe: had now taken 
was a fair Pretence for his abandoning her as 
much as if ſhe had been nothing to him, and 
he was therefore pretty eaſy upon the Matter, 
which was not the Caſe of poor old Lunelle, 
who was ſo thunderſtruck with the News 

that he fell ſick, and died in a Fortnight 


after, and his Eſtate, upon account of his 


Son's being declared Fugitive and banged in 
Effigy, forfeited to the Crown. 


This was, you may believe, diſmal News to 
the young Gentleman and his Lady; and as 
one Misfortune is generally the Preamble to 
another, Mr. Deſmarett a Banker at Geneva, 
into whofe Hands he had placed all his Stock 
of Money to a Triffle, failed for a very large 
Sum, and abſconded till he had ng 

| | | wit 
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with his Creditors at one Third of oy 


. | 


Furs Cataſtrophe was the more ſevere as 
it was intirely unexpected, and in Spite of all 
Lunelle's Endeavours to ſupport it with a good 
Grace, the Impreſſion it made on him ap- 
peared in his Behaviour and Looks; he was 
often plunged into a Melancholy Thought- 
fulnefs which his Wife obſerved, and tho” 


ſhe dreaded as much the Conſequences of this 
Difaſter as her Huſband, yet ſhe endeavoured 


to conceal her own Fears and to diflipate his 


by her i Careſſes. 


Sour eee after he received his Pro- 


portion from tl e Banker, and having been 


bred to no Buſineſs, he thought the beſt Way 
of laying out his little Fund, was to purchaſe 


a Commithon with it in ſome foreign Service; 
but two Reafons made him delay the Exe- 


© eution of his Deſign ; the firſt was his Lady's 
being big with Child, whom he could not 
* expoſe to the Hardſhips of Fravelling by 
Sea or Land in that Condition, and the next 
was to what Place of the World he ſhould 


ſteer his Courſe ; for if he purchaſed a Com- 


- miſſion in any Roman Catholick Country, 
he was apprehenſive of bad Treatment if his 
Story happened to be diſcovered, and if he 
entered into the Service of a Proteſtant Prince, 


he muſt diſſemble his being a Roman Ca- 


tholick which neither his Conſcience nor his 
Honour could bear the Thoughts of; ſo that 


he was quite undetermined when his Lady 


brought 
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anne him a Son, and this dear Pledge of 
their Love augmented his Melancholy, from 
the perplexing Thoughts how he was to pro- 
vide for his Wife and Child, and perhaps a. 
more numerous Family in the. Sequel ; and 
tho” his Spouſe was dearer to him than ever, 
he repented his not having waited till his Fa- 
ther's Death (after which be could have ſold his- 
Eſtate, and remitted the Money ariſing from 
it into ſome foreign Country) before he at- 
| tempted to bring off his Miſtreſs, by which 
Means they would have.had a Competency to 
ſubſiſt with; this Reflection drew often heavy 
Sighs from his Breaſt, which he endeavoured, 


however, to ſmother but when he was by 
himſelf, 


| Tar Effects of this Cs O Melan- 
choly., ſoon appeared in a viſible Change of 
his Healch, which rendered him unfit for 
Service of any Kind, and, in ſhort, for I 
have, I. dare ſay, encroached terribl upon 
your Patience, after a Waſting Sort of Illneſs 
for three or four Months, he was ſeized with 
a violent Fever, which carried him off in 
three or four Days, and left the Poor difcon- 
ſolate Emilia in a Condition which I ſhall 
paſs over in Silenee, not being capable to paint 
it in proper Colours; and if ſhe ſurvived 
this terrible Loſs it could only be attributed 
to her Tenderneſs for a Son whom his Fa- 
ther had recommended to her Care. when 
he was breathing out his Laſt. She had about 
ten Thouſand Livers when her Huſband died, 
Which ſhe lent to the City of Geneva at 


5 
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5 per Cent. Intereſt, with which yearly Income 
joined to her own indefatigable Induſtry in 
Embroidery for Shop Keepers, ſhe has given 
her Son the Education of a Gentleman, and 

zs reſolved, when he js of Age, to go into the 
Army to purchaſe a Commiſſion for him in 
France, if it can be procured, or in Savoy 
failing that, and- to ſupport herſelf by her 
Needle, which I am told ſhe can very well 
do. Here ſhe concluded her Narration 
which drew Tears of Compaſſion from the 
Counteſs,and really would have likewiſe from 
me, had I not been obliged to keep up to my 
manly Character. We all, however, unani- 

mouſly agreed that this poor Lady deſerved 
a better Fate, and admired her Virtue and 
Reſolution. ? | 


TRE Counteſs, at the Deſire of her Huſ- 
band, returned the Thanks of the Company 
to Miſs Courbon for her Complaifance, and 
after every one in particular had made her 
what Compliment they thought proper upon 
the agreeable Manner in which ſhe had relat- 
ed this affecting Story, we took Leave of the 
Aunt and her, and returned to our Lodgings, 
where we paſſed the Remainder of the Even- 
ing in making our Remarks upon this Ad- 
venture. | 


As the Count had by this Time ſettled 
all his Affairs, he told me that he was now 
ready to leave Paris as ſoon as I thought 
proper; I told him that I had ſomething to 
- propoſe with Regard to our Travels, which I 
| | was 
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Was, however, afraid to mention after what 
he had already granted. Speak freely, Sir, ſaid 
he, and as I believe it is not in your Power 
to aſk any Thing that m ay be unreaſonable, 
or inconvenient to my Wife or me, I will 
venture, in her XSite as well as in my own, 
to tell you before-band that your Requeſt 
will be granted, if it is not that we will 
conſent to your leaving us, that indeed 
would give me Concern, and I believe I 
ſhould not very readily agree to it. 


As what I am to propoſe, anſwered I, 

may prolong your Abſence from Auvergne a 
Month or ſo more than by the Route that we 
had at firſt laid down, it may, perhaps, be 
inconvenient and unreaſonable upon that Ac- 
count; however, if it ſhould be ſo, I will 
drop my Propoſal, and rather deprive myſelf 
of the Satisfaction of ſeeing ſome Part of 
France, which I cannot before I go to Itah, 
according to our firſt Plan, than of the Plea- 
ſure of your Company. | 


i ER willingly take the grand. Bens 
to Bordeaux, from thence aſcend the River 
Garonne to Toulouse, and from that to Lyons, 
taking Toulon and Marſeilles in our Way, 
and from Lyons to proceed to Auvergne, but 
I am afraid ſuch a long out about Way will 
frighten the Counteſs, No, no, cried ſh 
haſtily, I. am not at all frightned at the 
Thoughts of a long Journey, and if it is 
agreeable to the Count you have my Appro- 
Bas. | 

Vol. I. 1 As 
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As you are two to one, faid he laughing, : 
and as 1 would not willingly diſoblige either of 
| Poul ſhall with all my Heart conſent to your th 
Propoſal, upon Condition that the Chevalier to 
will remain at Saluce with us ſo much ton- Fa 
ger than he intended, as we ſhall be in per- ti 
farming this additional Part of our Travels, 
to which I very readily agreed, returning them 
a thouſand Thanks for their Complaiſance. p! 
It was upon this reſolved that we ſhould leave 
Paris in three Days. The Count ordered y 
his Coachman and Poſtillion to return ſtreight = 
to Auvergne with his Coach and Hoxſes, and b 
bought a four Wheeled Poſt Chaiſe for him- y 
_ ſelf and Lady, and I had already made Provi- 
ſion of an Italian Chaiſe for two Perſons, 
my Maid Lucy, now my Valet de Chambre, ti 
not being uſed to Riding on Horſe-back I 5 
was obliged to take her into the Chaiſe with 1 
me, on a Pretence of Indiſpoſition when we 
left Paris. | 


Tre next Day I went to my Aunt's Con- 
vent to bid her Adieu, and to receive her 
Commands, My dear Niece, ſaid ſhe, tho? 
FT am not without Fears about your Project, 
IE I cannot condemn it, ſince, were I at 

iberty, I ſhould with Pleaſure accompany 
you in the ſame Diſguiſe, ſuch a Paſſion have 
] to ſee and know the World; but ſince m 
Condition and Profeſſion deny me a Satiſ- 
faction of this Kind, T hope you'll not refuſe 
me that of correſponding with me from time 
to time, by way of a Journal of what you 
5 e happen 
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happen to meet with that is remarkable in 
our Travels, addreſſing your Letters to our 
Friend Pigeot, who will take Care to deliver 
them punctually; this will be an Advantage 
to yourſelf, as well as a Satisfaction to me; 
and I expect that Proof of your Aﬀec- 
tion. Ll COR 


You may be aſſured, my dear Aunt re- 
plied I, of any thing in my Power to oblige 
you; and if my triffling Remarks can afford 
you any Diverſion, you may depend upon 
my ExaCtneſs in writing what I think will 
be agreeable to you; and I hope, in Return, 
you'll remember me in your Prayers; that 
my Duty obliges me to, anfwered ſhe, with- 
out your making it your Requeſt, and I have 
too great · an Affection for you not to put 
up, every Day, my moſt ardent Prayers for your 


Prefervation. Io IL Fe: 


I fhall not, my dear Niece, added ſhe, 
repreſent that you are now going to launch out, 
as it were, into a boiſterous Sea, where it re- 
quires great Skill and Art to ſteer a ſteddy 
Courſe :- You will be expofed to many 
Dangers in different Shapes, but I know 
your Virtue to be Proof againſt every thing 
that is vicious; and that though Whim and 
Frolick may carry you to certain Lengths, 
yet you will never deviate from the Strictneſs 
of Modeſty, the only valuable Ornament of 
eur Sex; but I ſhall not take up your Time 
and my own, in moraliſing to one who ſtands 
in no Need of my Advice how to regulate 

| 8 + Ff 2 | her 
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her Conduct; only beg that you'll let me 
know, from time to time, what happens to 
you in the Courfe of your Travels; that 
wh give me Deſcriptions of the Countries 
and Cities, and particularly Rome, that mo- 
dern as well as ancient Glory of the World, 
not forgetting the Antiquities you ſhall meet 
with there as in other Places: I am ſen- 
4rble that I impoſe a laborious Taſk upon 
you, but I hope your Friendſhip for me 
will make you chearfully undertake it; and 
now, my deareft Niece, - as the Duties of 
my Profeſſion require my Attendance elſe- 
where, I ſhall only with you all Happineſs, 
and that Heaven may protect you wherever 
you go: Upon which ſhe retired, with Tears 
in her Eyes, left me weeping, and not able 
to pronounce one fingle Word, fo much 
I was moved with this affecting Scene, and 
which had ſuch an Impreſſion on me, that the 
Moment I got to my Lodgings I ſhut my- 
ſelf up in my Chamber, where J made many 
ſerious Reflections upon the Part that I wasgo- 
ing to act upon the Stage of Life; ſometimes 
condemning my Raſhneſs, in expoſing my- 
ſelf to a thouſand Accidents which I had no 
Occaſion to riſk, nor any Motive for my fo 
doing, but to ſatisfy an extravagant Curio- 
ſity, which J could not but condemn myſelf, 
and was for ſome Time at a Stand whether I 
ſhould not drop my whimfical Project; but I 
now experienced, in myſelf, what I have often 
condemned in other Women; . viz. that nei- 
ther what our own Reaſon ſuggeſts, nor the 
Adyice of Friends can prevail with us to 
1 8 ole rrelinquiſn 
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relinquiſh a_ Gratification which does not 
directly claſh with Modeſty, _ i 


WIIL not, ſaid I within myſelf, the 
Knowledge of the World contribute much 
to cure me of Prepoſſeſſions and Weakneſſes. 
incident to my Sex, not to ſpeak of Ignor- 
| ance, which, by the Manner of our Edu- 
cation, is a Misfortune that we cannot 
avoid? 


WII not the Accompliſhments and Vir- 
tues of ſome eminent Women, whom I may 
happen to meet with in the Courſe of my 
Travels excite me to Emulation? and on the 
other Hand fhall I not be diſguſted with the 
unguarded Behaviour and Follies of others? 
from both which I may draw Leſſons extreme 
ly uſeful in the Conduct of Life. 


BESID ES, can I not appear to be a. Man 
without giving into the Extravagancies of 

| your Rakes and Debauchees? Thanks to 
my Sex I am in no Danger one Way; and 
for any thing elſe, barring obſcene Language, 
I can appear to be as extravagant as the beſt 
of them, that's to ſay, make Love to every 
Woman I meet with, appear as paſſionate as 
tis poſſible for a Man of Gallantry to be, and 
preſs hard for Favours which I cannot receive; 
but if I ſhould happen to meet with any com- 
plying Fair, I will always take Care to throw 
Obſtacles in the Way to diſappoint her Ex- 
pectations, without bringing myſelf under 
any Suſpicion ; thus I ſhall divert myſelf 
6 FI 1ͤ . 
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with the Foibles of m 4 775 *, and learn 980 
them to guard again ſick Baits, if they 

ſhould happen to be laid againſt me when 
throw off Wy. maſculine Dieſs. 153 


Arrix many ſuch Reflections, all tend- 
ing to confirm me in my travelling Deſign, 
J at laſt concluded that it might be executed 
without any Danger to my Reputation, even 
after the Public came to be informed of it, 
and determined to bar the Door againſt all 
Doubts or Scruples which might offer in Op- 
poſition to it. 


Fix ED in this Reſolution 1 bent to the 

Count's Apartment, where I found a Jeſuit, 

and a Gentleman whom I did not know, nor 

do I remember his Name; but by a Conver- 

ſation which he had wth. the Prieſt I ſoon 
diſcovered that he was one of thofe Free- 

thinkers, with which Paris, and indeed all 
France, NOW abounds, | 


A little after I came in the Sonverfation 
turned upon Deifm, and I believe it will be 
agreeable, at leaſt to ſome of my Readers, 
to give them an Abſtract of what was ſaid 
upon this Subject; the Gentleman 9 in 

the following Manner. 


Tux Supreme Being requires no other 
Worſhip but the Love of his infinite Per- 
© feftions, from whence flow all the Virtues 


* human and divine, All the in" 
* a 
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al! the Wiſe Men, all Nations have had 
ſome Idea of this natural Religion; but 
© they have blended it with Tenets more or 


lefs true, and have expreſſed it N a Wor- 


#1 ip more or leſs proper. 


- All Sorts of Religions are agreeable to 


the Sovereign Being, while Men make Uſe 
of the Ceremonies, Opinions, and even of 


the Errors of their Sect, to carry them to 
the Adoration of the Deity. There muſt 


indeed be an outward Worſhip ; but the 
different Forms of this Worſhip are like 
the different Forms of Civil Government, 
more or leſs good, according to the Uſe. 
that is made of them. | 


- © T admire the Morality of the Goſpel, 


A QA fn ** 1 


but all the ſpeculative Opinions are Things 
indifferent, of which the Sovereign Wit 
dom makes little Account. 


To this the PRIEST anſwered. . 
© You'tatinot continue in your bst 
phical Independence, without looking up- 
on Chriſtianity as an Impoſture; for there 


is no Medium betwixt Deiſm and 8 


tholicity. 


* Tars Notion Mt to the Gentle; 


man to be a Paradox, and he we him 
0 


to explain it, which he did in the 


* 
Manner. 
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0 We AY 6 confine . 0 


mehre Religion, founded upon the Idea 


of God, and reject all ſupe natural and re- 


vealed Laws; or, if we admit a ſuperna- 
tural Revelation, we muſt acknowledge 
ſome ſupreme Authority continually ſpeak- 
ing to interpret it. 


TRE Chriſtian Church, without ſuch a 
fixed and viſible Authority, would be like 
a Republic, to which wiſe Laws had been 
given, but without Magiſtrates to put them 
in Execution. What a Source of Confu- 


ſion. Each particular Man with the Book 
of Laws in his Hand, would come to diſ- 
pute about their Meaning. This Book 
would only ſerve to feed our vain Curio- 


ſity, to increaſe our Pride and Preſump- 
tion, and to make us more tenacious of 
our own OO 


< THERE would indeed be but one Ori- 
ginal Text, but as many different Man- 


© gners of explaining it as there were Men. 


4 Diviſions, and Sub- diviſions would mul- 


— 


C 


* MonxkovER, if there be no infallible 


tiply without End, and · without Remedy. 

Can we imagine that our Sovereign Law- 
giver has not provided better for the Peace 
of his Republic, and for the Preſervation 


of his Law! ? 


Authority, which may ſay to us all, This 


is the true Meaning of the <7 8 crip- 
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ture How can we expect that illeterate 


Peaſants, or ſimple Mechanicks, ſhould 
engage in a Diſcuffion, wherein the 
Learned themſelves cannot agree? God 
would have been wanting to the Neceſſi- 
ties of almoſt all Men, if, when he gave 
them a written Law, he had not at the 
ſame Time provided them a ſure Interpre- 
ter, to ſpare them an Inquiry, of which 
they are incapable, 


« Every ſimple and ſincere Man of com- 
mon Senſe muſt perceive the Ridiculouſ- 
neſs of Sects, who found their Separation 


upon the Offer to make him Judge of ſuch 


Matters as are beyond the Reach of his 
Capacity. Whether are we to believe the 
new Re formers, who require that which 
is impoſſible, or the ancient Church which 


provides for the Weakneſs of Men? 


© In fine, we muſt either reject the Bible 
as a Fiction, or ſubmit to this Church. 
Conſult the ſacred Writings. Examine 
the Extent of the Promiſes made by Jeſus 
Chriſt to the ene the Depoſitary 
of his Lac. 


* Hz ſays, that, whatſoever it fhall bind 
en Earth, fhall be bound in Heaven; that 
he will be with it ts the End of the World ; 
that the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt it; that he who hears it, hears 


Vim; that he wha deſpiſes it, deſpiſes him 3 


© and 


A 
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and in ne, that it is the Baſis and Pillar 
* Truth. 


Vo cannot evade the Force of theſe 
© Expreflions by any Commentary; you 
© have no Remedy but by rejecting the 
Authority both of the r and of 
f his Law. 


WA, faid the Gentleman with ſome 
Emotion, would you have me look upon 
© any Society on Earth as infallible ? * I 
have run through the moſt Part of the 


© different Sects; allow me to tell you with 
© all due Reſpect, the Prieſts of all Reli- 


gions are oftentimes more corrupt or more 
ignorant than the reſt of Men, I equally 
6: ſuſpect them all. 


Tre Prieſt anfwered with great Meek- 
neſs and Moderation. © If we do not 


© raiſe our Thoughts above what is human 


© in the moſt numerous Aſſembles of the 


Church, we ſhall find nothing but Matter 


© to ſhock and offend us; and to increaſe 


A 


rejudices, human Weak- 


< nefles, politic Views, Factions and Cabals. 
© But we ought ſo much the more to admire 
* the Wiſdom and Almighty Power of God, 
in that he accompliſhes his Deſigns by 
© fuch Means as ſeem naturally to tend to 
8 their ae 
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our Incredulity, we ſhall diſcover nothing 
but Paſſions, P 
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© *T1s here that the Holy Spirit Werz 
himſelf Maſter of the Heart of Man. He 
makes every Thing that ſeems defective 
in the particular Paſtors ſerve as a Means 
to the Accompliſhment of his Promiſes; 
and, by a Providence continually attentive, 
watches the Moment of their Deciſion, 
— renders it conformable to his Will. 


© TT is thus that God acts in all and by 
all. Both the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 


Powers are held in a total Subjection to his 


Laws. Every Thing accompliſhes his De- 
figns, either freely or by Neceſſity. It 
is not the Holineſs of our Superiors, nor 
their perſonal Talents which make our 
Obedience a divine Virtue, but the inward 
* of the Mind to the Order of 


< I ſee kay; ſaid the Gentleman, that 
there is no Medium between Deiſm and 
Catholicity, but rather than believe all that 
Catholicks commonly believe, I chuſe to 
throw myſelf into the other Extreme. I 


intrench myſelf in that pure Deiſm which 


is equally removed from an inſipid Credu- 
lity, and an N N Ineredulity. 


. My Faith diſengaged from the Malti 5 


plicity of uncertain, ſubtile, and — 


Opinions, confines itſelf to the Reſpe 
which it pays to the Deity, and to the 
immutable Ideas of pure Virtue, without 


e being 
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3 anxious about Miſteries, Prieſthood, 
or external Worſhip. To feel the Truth 


of this Religion of Nature, a Man has 
only to enter into his own Breaſt.” | 


How few are there, replied the Prieſt, 
who are capable of entering ſo into .them- 
ſelves, to conſult the Dictates of pure 


Reaſon ? The refined Paſſions of the 


Mind are no leſs blinding than thoſe of a 


groſſer Nature. Firſt Truths are ſome- 


times over- looked by firſt-rate Genius's. 
There are no fixed Principles to be found 
that can ſtop the Torrent of Uncertain- 
ties which hurries them along. 


As in civil Societies, it was neceſſary 
to put Reaſon into Writing, to reduce its 
Precepts into a Body of Laws; to eſtab- 
liſh Magiſtrates for their Execution, be- 
cauſe all Men are not in a Condition to 
conſult and follow of themſelves the Law 
of Nature: So likewiſe in Religion, Men 
not being diſpoſed to hear with Attention 


the internal Voice of Sovereign Wiſdom, 
nothing was more worthy of God than to 
ſpeak - himſelf to his Creature in a ſenſible 


Manner, in order to convince the incredu- 


lous, fix the Viſionaries, inſtru& the ig- 


norant, and re-unite all in the Belief 
of the ſame Truths, the Practiſe of the 
fame Worſhip, and in a Submiſſion to the 
ee Cn 
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Wu would you quarrel with a Help fo 
neceſſary for human Weakneſs, and with- 
out which the moſt learned and polite Na- 
tions have fallen into the grofleſt Errors 


with regard to the Deity and the Duties of 
Morality.” 


© Tue Religion of Nature, ſaid the 
Gentleman, interrupting him haſtily, is 
common to all Minds, to all Nations, 
to all Religions. Weeven find the Traces 
of it in the Boſom of Paganiſm. Simple 
and artleſs Souls have perhaps better prac- 
tiſed it than the Philoſophers have talked 
of it. 


< Every Sect has mixed with it ſome 
abſurd Opinions. I find ſuch in the Bible 
as well as elſewhere. But excuſe me, 
Father, from talking upon this Head. I 


am afraid of dealing too freely with 3 | 


that I know not.” 


Taz Prieft remained ſome Time filent, 


and then anſwered him in this Manner. 


8 


6 
* 
- 
o 


H who has not gone through all thoſe 


Struggles which you feel in the Way to 


Truth, is unacquainted with its Value. 
Unboſom yourſelf to me, and be not afraid 
of ſhocking me. I ſee your Wound, it is 
deep, but not without Remedy, ſince you 


lay it open.“ 
Vol. I. - os  Vpex 


338 e TRAVELS Y 


Uros which the Gentleman proceedet 


5 


F 


A 


; Taz 3 of the 7 appears to 
me to repreſent the Sovereign Being as a 
Tyrant, who makes all Mankind miſer- 
able, becauſe the firſt Parcnts ate of a for- 


bidden Fruit. 


Ir was impoſſible that before their Exil: 
tence they ſhould have any Share in that 
trivial Fault, and yet God puniſhes them 
for it, not only 57 Bodily Sufferings and 
Death, but by giving them over to all their 
ns, and in the End to eternal Pu- 
niſhments. According to the common Be- 


lief God forgets all other Nations of the 


Earth to mind only a ſtupid, rebellious, 
unjuſt and cruel People, whoſe Doctrines 
and Manners ſeem unworthy of the Deity, 


& "ORE Lawgiver comes. His Mo ; 


rality is more ſublime, and his Manners 
more pure. I do not pretend to ſay with 
certain bold Wits, that he was an Impoſtor. 


I believe him to have been an excellent 


Philoſopher, who had no other View but 
to make Men good and happy, by teaching 
them the true Worſhip of the Supreme 
Being. But the pretended Devddiatia of 
this Law have drowned it in a Multitude of 
abſurd Fables, obſcure Doctrines, and fri- 
volous Opinions that degrade the Divi- 


nity.” 4 1 
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Tux Prieſt heard him out te the End. 
with a wonderful Tranquility, and then ſaid, 


oY Gos has ſo tempered the Light and the 
© Shade in his holy Oracles, that this Mix- 
ture is a Source of Life to thoſe who ſeek 
© the Fruth in Order to love it; and an 
© Abyſs of Darkneſs to thoſe who will with- 
_ © ſtand it, that they may flatter their Paſſions. 

he greateſt Part of the Objections you 
© have been mak ing, are falſe and malicious: 
Turns, which are given by ineredulous Men 
_ © to Religion. Hear me, I befeech you with 
Attention for one Inſtant, and I will give 
« you another Plan of the Bible. | 


6 Gop will have al his Creatures to love 
e him as He deſerves, before they be admit- 
© ted to ſee him as He is. The luminous 
* Viſion of his Eſſence would invincibly de- 
© termine us to love him; but he feeks to be 
„ loved with a free Love, a Love of bare 
© Choice, Tis for this Reaſon that all free” 
* Beings paſs through a State of 'Tryal-be- 
© fore they arrive at the ſupreme Happinefs 
© of their Nature, ſo that the Beginning of 
their Exiſtence is a Novice-ſhip, a Time 
5 for the Probation of their Love. 


Tun Angels and our firſt Parents having. 
© abuſed their Liberty in a Paradiſe of Im- 
* mortality and Pleaſures, God changed our 
© State of Trial into a mortal State, wherein 


* good and Evil are mingled together; to the 
G g 2. End 
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* End that our Experience of the Vanity and 
* Nothingneſs of the Creatures might carry 
© us to aſpire continually after a better Life. 


. © SINCE that Time we all come into the 
World diſeaſed, but the Remedy is ever at 
Hand to cure us. The Light which en- 
© lightens every Man that comes into the 
World is never wanting. That Sovereign 
© Wiſdom has manifeſted itfelf differently 


according to the different Times and Pla- 


+ ces; to ſome by a ſupernatural Law, and 
the Miracles of the Prophets; to others. 
© by the Law of Nature, and the wonderful 
Works of the Creation. Every Man ſhall 
© be judged by the Law which he has known, 
and not by that which he has not known. 
No one ſhall be condemned but for negle&- 


* 


© ing to profit by what he knew, that he 


might merit to know more, * 


© Gop came himſelf at laſt, cloathed in the 


© Likeneſs of our Fleſh, to expiate Sin, and 


to give us a Pattern of that Worſhip which 
£ js due to him. He cannot Pardon the Cri- 
minal without ſhewing his Deteſtation of 
© the Crime. This is what he owes to his 
Juſtice, and this is what our Saviour alone 
could do, He has ſhewn to Men, to An- 
s gels, and to all the Heavenly Spirits the 
< infinate Averſion of the Deity for the Vi- 
© olation of Order, ſince it coſt fuch Pains 


a 


Aa 
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© and Agonies to the Man God, Tis im 


© this Senſe that the Saviour is our Sacrifice, 
© but he is our Model alſo; 


THIS Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt, offered 
© up in Homage to the divine Sanctity, his 

© profound Annihilation before the Supreme 
© Being, and his infinite Love of Order ſhall 
© be the everlaſting Pattern of the Love, 
© Adoration and Homage of all Intelligent 
© Natures. | They ſhall thence learn what 
© is due to the Infinite Being, when they be- 
© hold the Worſhip he pays to- himſelf by 
his holy Humanity. 


Tun Religion of this eternal High Prieſt 
conſiſts only in Charity. The Sacraments, 
the Ceremonies; the Prięſt- hood are but 
© falutary Aids to ſuccour our Weakneſs, 
© outward and ſenſible Signs to encreaſe in 
our Selves and others the Knowledge and 
© Love of our common Father; or in fine, 
© neceſſary Means to keep us within the 


G Bounds of Order, Union, and. Obedi- 


© ROE. 


_ © Very ſoon theſe Means ſhall ceaſe ; es 
© Shadows ſhall diſappear, the true Temple 
© ſhall be opened; our Bodies ſhall be rai- 
* ſed again glorious, and God fhall com- 

* municate eternally with his Creatures, not 
only as a Being purely divine, but under 
© a human Form, that he may ſhew us at 
once both the Myſteries of his Eſſence and 


© the Wonders of his Creation. | 
Gg 3 F Yow | 
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c You 1 here 05 RS Plan of 
£ Providence. This is, ſo. to ſpeak, the Phi- 
© loſopby of the Bible. Can any Thing be 
more worthy ad God or give greater Con- 
< folation to than theſe high and no- 
© ble Ideas? — we not to wiſh them 
© true, tho” we were not * to demonſtrate 
* the truth of them. 


© Bur may we not ſuppoſe, faid the Gen- 
© tleman, that Adoſes and Jeſus Chrift have 


formed this fine Syſtem meerly as Philo- 
* ſophers, and without any divine Miſſion? 
may they not have feigned an Intercourſe 
© with the Deity, not to deceive Men, but 


to gain Credit to their Law, and to make 


* us good and happy. by — us in 
* true Mortality ?? 


To this the Prieſt anſwered : © Moſes 
and Jeſus Chrift have proved their Miſſion 
by fupernatural Works, which bear the 
8 Charadter of an infinite Wiſdom and Pow- 
* 0, 


© I ſhall ſay nothing of the Miracles of 
Moſes, nor of the uncorrupted Tranſmiſſi- 
on to our Time of thoſe Books which 
contain the Hiſtory of them, neither ſhall 
© I mention the Prophecies contained in them, 
nor ſpeak of the Jewiſo People who ſtill 
* ſubliſt, tho* diſperſed all over the Earth, 

© after the total Deſtruction of all the ancient 


Nations formerly ſo valiant and powerful. 
Tou 
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Vou will ſee that Matter excellently well 


treated in Monfjour de Meaux's Diſcourſe: 
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upon Univerfal Hiſtory, He has ſhewn-. 
the continued Chain of Tradition from the 
Beginning of the World, and has ſtrength- 
ned it by Reflections, which equally diſ- 
cover the greatneſs of his Capacity and of 
his Knowledge. 


« I ſhall fay nothing of the Events fore- 


told in thoſe ancient Books, which requi- 


red: not only a divine Wiſdom to foreſee 
them, but an infinite Power to accom- 
pliſh them. Such was the Converſion of 
the Gentiles to Chriſtianity, an Event, 
which depending on the free Co-operation 
of Man, demonſtrates plainly that the God 
who revealed it had an uncommunicable 
Power over his Heart. But without en- 
tering into the Particulars of thoſe Facts, 

which ſo evidently prove that the Fewiſh 
Law, was given from above, I come di- 


rectly to Chriſtianity. In demonſtrating 


the Truth of the latter we eſtabliſh the 
Authority of the former, fince the Chrifti- 
an Lawgiver has ſuppoſed it Divine, 


© 1, Tae Miracles of Feſus Chriſt were 
not done in a Corner, in impenetrable 
Hiding-places, or deep Caverns, but before 
the Face of a whole People, who were 
Enemies and incredulous, They were af- 


terwards publiſhed and renewed by the 


Apoſtles in many different Nations, whe 


were powerfully intereſted to make the 
Cheat 
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Cheat appear in Caſe they had been Coun- 


© terfeit. Our Lord feeds a Multitude of 
© People with four Loaves. He recovers the 

© incurable with a fingle Word, He calls 
© up the dead from the Grave. He raiſes 
© himſelf from Death. Every thing is no- 
* torious and publick, and in which the leaſt 
© Impoſture might have been eaſily diſco- 
© vered, Here was nothing of deluſive Arts. 
© to bewitch the Eyes, no Legerdemain, 
nor ſubtle Operations of Phyſical: Science; 
© the Facts were all palpable and viſible, 
© contrary to the common Laws of Nature. 
© The Simple and the Learned were equally 
© Judges: of them, and need only to open 
© their Eyes to be convinced of their Rea- 


8 TP 
-$ 2. TRE principet Eye-witneſfles of theſe 


© miraculous Deeds cannot be ſuſpected. 
s *Tis poſſible that Men through — 


© tion and Prejudice may ſuffer all Sorts of 


© Hardſhips in the Defence of ſpeculative 
Errors, becauſe: they may be really per- 
© fuaded that they are Truths ; but that 
Men without View' of Pleaſure or Ambi- 
(tion, of temporal or eternal Recompence, 


& ſhould expoſe themſelves to alt Kinds of 


& Calamities in this Life, and after it to 
< the revenging Juſtice of a God who hates 
© Falſhoed, to maintain that they have heard 
© with their Ears, and ſeen with their Eyes, 
© ſuch Things as never were: This diſin- 
© tereſted Love of Evil is abſolutely incom- 

© patable with human Nature, and can never 
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be ſuppoſed, eſpecially in Men who paſt 
their Lives in practiſing and teaching the 
moſt ſublime Morality that was ever heard 
of. p . | 


© 3. Tu Religion of Moſes conſidered 
ſeparately, and without Reſpect to Chriſ- 
tianity, might poſſibly be ſuſpected of 
politick Views, It might be ſaid, that 
the Magicians of Egypt having imitated a 
Part of the Wonders wrought by him, he 
only excelled them in the Magick Art. 
But in the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt there 
is no Pretext for Incredulity, no Shadow 
of human Policy, no Footſtep of Worldly 
Intereſt, The Miracles of the Lawgiver 


evince his Miſſion to be divine, and the 


Purity of his Law proves that his Miracles 
were not deluding Enchantments. When 
a Legiſlature has a Mind to deceive Men 
by falſe Miracles, and to bring them un- 
der his Government by abufing their Cre- 
dulity; does he invent a Religion which 
mortifies the whole Man, makes him be- 
come an Alien and a Stranger to himſelf, 
overthrows the Idolatry of Self-love, ob- 
liges us to love God more than ourſelves, 
and not to love ourſelves but for his Sake ? 
Jeſu Chriſt has taught us to look upon this 


ife, this infinitely ſhort Moment of our - 
Baniſhment here below, as the Infancy of 


our Being, and as an obſcure Night in 


which all the Pleaſures we meet with are 


but tranſient Dreams, and all the Evils 
we feel but wholeſome Bitterneſſes to 
make 
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make us loath this World, and preſs for- 


ward to our true and native Country. Pe- 
© netrated with the Senſe of our Nothing- 


neſs, our Inability, and Blindneſs, he 


expoſe ourſelves before the Being of Beings, 
to the End that he may impreſs again his 
Image upon our Souk, and at. length, 


being made totally conformable to him, he 


may abſorb and conſummate us in his di- 
vine Unity. This is that Worſhip in Spi- 
rit and in Truth of which — Goſpel 
ſpeaks; the Worſhip which Man finds ſo 
eeable to his a” Ideas, when it is 
once diſcovered to him; a Worſhip never- 
© theleſs of which we — ſee any Traces 
in the moſt refined Paganiſm. It was but 
late, and after that Chriſtianity had en- 
1 lightened the World, that the Pagan, 
Arabian, and Perſian Phitoſoph ers borrowed 
© this Language, which they bave —__ 


« ſpoken imperfect. 


1 ALL is ann in Feſus Chrift 3 his 
5 « Life is agreeable to, his N ve This 
divine Legiſlator does not think it enough 
© to give Men the dry Precepts of a ſublime 
i Morality. He puts it himfelf in Practice, 


3 
oy 
« 
* 
s 
4 would have us continually preſent, and 
6 
0 
4 
4 
4 
C 
C 
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© and ſets us the Example of an accompliſhed 


Virtue, which neither has nor pretends 
to any Thing upon Earth. His whole 
Life is but a Tiflue of Sufferings, a per- 

© petual Adoration, a profound Humiliation 


© before the Supreme Being, an unbounded 


« Submiſfion to 1 divine Will, and an in- 
9 finite 


1 1 
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finite Love of Order. Is it poſſible any 

© where elſe to find either ſuch a Law or ſuch 
© a Law-giver? 2 +; 


F. TE Eſtabliſhment of ſuch a Reli- 
gion amongſt Men is the greateſt of alt 
Miracles. In ſpite of all the ancient Ro- 
man Power, in ſpite of all the Paſſions In- 
tereſts, and Prejudices of ſo many Nations, 
fo many Phyloſophers, ſo many different 
Religions, twelve poor Fiſhermen without 
Art, without Eloquence, without Power, 
publiſhed and ſpread their Doctrine through- 
out the World. In Spite of a Perſecuti- 
on for three Centuries, which ſeemed rea- 
dy every Moment to extinguiſh it ; in Spite 
of continued and innumerable Martyrdoms 
of Perſons of all Conditions, Sexes, and 
Countries, Truth in the End triumphs 
over Error, purſuant to the Predictions both 
of the old and new Law. Let any one 
ſhew ſome other Religion which has the 
ſame Marks of a divine Protection. A 
powerful Conqueror may eſtabliſh by his 
Arms the Belief of a Religion which flat- 
ters the Senſuality of Men; a wiſe Legiſ- 
lator may gain himſelf Attention and Re- 
ſpect by the Uſefulneſs of his Laws; a 
Sect in Credit, and ſupported by the Civil 
Power, may abuſe the Credulity of the 
People; all this is poſſible. But what 
could victorious, learned, and incredulous 
Nations ſee, to induce them ſo readily to 
ſubmit to Jeſus Chriſt, who promiſed them 
nothing in this World but CEE 
= | © an 
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and Sufferings, who propoſed to them the 
< Belief of Miſteries, which ſhock the Un- 


< derſtanding of Man, and the Practice of 


< a Morality which ſacrifices all our Darlin 
< Paſſions? In one Word, a Faith and a 
* Worſhip, which drive our Reaſon and 


our Self- love to the Extremity of De- 


& ſpair. 


© Do we find theſe five Marks of Truth 
© in the pretended Miracles of Magicians, 
or the Impoſtures of Appollonius and Ma- 
© homet? They may out of Oſtentation 
© have preſented the People with ſome pub- 
© lick Shew, in order to furprize, amuſe, 
© and captivate them : But have they done 
any Miracle ſo publickly notorious, and 
© ſeen by ſuch Witnefles? Have they 
© taught a Doctrine ſo ſublime, and ac- 
© companied it with Manners ſo pure, or 
© have they ſpread it over the Face of the 
© Earth by Means ſo oppoſite to what may 
© be called political ? 


To this the Gentleman replied. 


I um deeply affected with what you 
© fay ; the high Ideas which you give 
© me of the Chriſtian Doctrine, the noble 
© Sentiments which it inſpires, and the com- 
© fortable Hopes it affords, evidently prove 
that the Chriſtan Legiſlator furpaſſed all 
© the others. But may it not be ſaid that 
© this Philoſopher, being himſelf perſuaded 
D ne Ms Morality was the only Worſhip 

.* worthy 
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worthy of the Supreme Being, and that his 
Syſtem was the only Means of rendering 
us happy here and hereafter, believed him- 
ſelf obliged, out of Reſpect to the Diety 
and Good-will towards Men, to give 
Credit to his Law, by feigning a ſecret 
Communication with the Almighty; that 
he choſe twelve ſimple and ignorant Men, 
to the End that he might conceal from 
them, or perhaps perſuade them more 
2 of his innocent and generous Illu- 
on. 18 


Tus Stratagem ſucceeded with them, 


and was by Degrees ſpread about, at firſt 


by Perſuaſion, and at Length by Force, 


when the Chriſtians became the moſt nu- 
merous and moſt powerful. The Prieſts 
then, who make Uſe of Religion to. go- 
vern the People, might they not have de- 
parted from the firſt and noble Deſigns of 
the Legiflator, converted every thing into 


Politick, added Tenets to the Syſtem of 
Morality, flipt Paſſages into the original 


Writings, favouring the imperious Power 
which they endeavour to uſurp over the 
Multitude, and, in fine, diſguiſed, exag- 
gerated, and ſuppoſed Facts unknown at 
the Beginning. For if the Miracles which 
were mentioned were true, is it poſſible 
that the Jets could have ſtood out againſt 
their Evidence, or that Authors cotempo- 
rary ſhould have ſaid fo little about them? 
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* tins is ho room todbubt; ada; 
© the Father, of the Fruth of theſe Facts. 


E 


The Books which contain the Hiſtory of 


© them were received, and tranſlated by 


4 
6 
4 
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great Numbers of People of different 
Countries as ſoon as they appeared: They 
have been in publick Allemblies in almoſt 
all Nations, from Age to Age, and yet no 
body ever taxed them with being falſe; 


neither Jets nor Pagans, nor Hereticks, 


who were powerfully intereſted to op- 
poſe them, and 00 make hs Impoſture 


a Pear. 5 
oe P . 12 7 ' < : © #4 3 


Tux 5 idee ledged, that Je 
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Cbriſ had performed his! liracles by the 
Power of Magick, but they never rejected 
them as Forgeries. Is it e nn a 


People under Expectation of a Meffah, 
who was to load them with all temporal 


Bleflings, and to Ext nd their Dominion 


over the whole Fa ace the Earth, ſhould 
be irritated. 2 aint * 1 egillator who ver- 


turned all "their flattering Hopes. We e 
know. how far the rt influence the 


Mind, and how much the Heart blinds 
it. Is it aſtoniſhing that this People ſhould 


rather chuſe to look vpon the Miracles 


of Jeſus Cbrift. 45 Deluſions, than to em- 
brace a Law, which pro zoſes no other Plea- 


ſures but theſe of Virtue, nor other Happi- 
nets Gr a future Immortality)? 
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* TA Pag ans could no more aifallow 
© thoſe Facts 9 the Jews. Celſus, Por- 
* phyry, Julian the A poſtate, Plotinus and 
phy 
the other Philoſophers, who from the Be- 
ginning attacked Chriſtianity, with all 
« imaginable Subtilty, acknowledged the 
© Truth of our; Saviour's Miracles, the 
* Sanity of his Life, and the Authentick- 
* neſs of thoſe Books which give us the 
* Hiſtory of them. The Silence of cotem- 
porary Authors with the Apoſtles proves 
nothing... The Philoſophers; juſt now men- 
tioned never Brought this Silence as an 1 
jection. 1 


A 
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© Ip Chriſtianity be 3 an 8 and if 
6 the. Illuſion has been concealed ſo as to 
c deceive all Nations, it might have been 
© eaſily conſummated, by flipping in formal 
l © Paſſages in the cotemporary Authors, to 

prevent an Objection which gives ſo much 
« Umbrage. The Simplicity "of this Con- 
duct proves the Veracity oF the Facts which. 

are advanced. 


8 * fine, the numerous and ſucceſſive 
* Setaries, which in every Age have dif- 
© turbed the Peace of 'the Church, uncon- 
«* teſtably prove, that it would have been 
+ impoſſible to corrupt the ſacred Originals 
© without a Diſcovery of the Impoſture; ſo 
(that if we go ls from Age to Age, to 
Feſus Chriſt Hr we ſhall Tee Chriſtians, 
, W, Fews, Pagans, Greeks, Ro- 
| H h 2 & mans, 
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* mans, Barbarians, all giving Teſtimony 
to the ſame Facts, and to the ſame 
Books. e on 


As the Certainty of our Ideas depends 

upon the Univerſality and Immutability of 
their Evidence; ſo the Certainty of Facts 

depends upon the Univerſality and Immu- 

tabiliy of the Tradition by which they are 

confirmed. wo, . 


© Ir is impoſſible to make firft one whole 
Nation, and afterwards many different 
Nations, believe that they have ſeen with 
their Eyes, and heard with their Ears, 
ſuch Things as never were; that the Me- 
mory of theſe invented Facts ſhould be per- 
petuated openly, ſucceſſively and univer- 
fally, in all Ages by different Nations, 
of oppoſite Intereſts, Religion, and Pre- 
judices; that theſe Nations ſhould con- 
ſpire with their Enemies to ſpread abroad a 
Deluſion which confounds and condemns 
them; and that, nevertheleſs, neither at 
the Time of the Forgery, nor in the Ages 
following, it ſhould ever be diſcovered; 
this, I ſay, is not only incredible, but ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible.“ | 
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© I own Father, faid the Gentleman, that 
* the Morality and the Facts of the Chriſtian 
© Religion would not ſhock me. I ſee no- 
© thing in the one that is not ſublime, nor 
© in the others that is not poſſible; but I 
© would gladly ſeparate the noble Ideas of 


« which 


which you have been { 
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peaking from thoſe 


5 Things which the A call Miſteries. . 


* Tux low 21 mercenary Ideas whi mR 
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4 
« 


are commonly honed orig of Riligion, 


were, I thought, unworthy. of a divine 
Miſſion. I ſuſpected the Mi 

Law-giver, while I was unacquainted with 
the Beauty of his Law. - But why do, we 
find in the Bible ſuch a ſhocking Contraſt 
of luminous This and ene Doe. 


iracles of the 


c W * — would 10 
reject ſo many luminous Truths which 
conſole the Heart, becauſe they are ming : 


led with Shades which humble the Un- 
derſtanding? Ought not the true Reli- 


gion to elevate and abaſe Men, to ſhew 


him at once both the Grandeur and Weak- 
neſs of his Nature? You have as yet 


too narrow a Notion of Chriftianity. It is 
not only a holy Law to purify the Will, 


it is alſo, a. miſterious Wiſdom to fubdue 
the Underſtanding. g. It is a continual Sa- 
eriſice of the whole Man, in N to 


the Sovereign Reaſon. 


« Tax: Practice of Chriſtian Morality is- 


a renouncing, of Pleaſures for the Love of 


the Supreme Beauty. The Belief of the 


Goſpel Miſteries is a reſpectful Sacri- 


« fice af our Ideas to the eternal Truth. 


o 
« 


nd 
> : 


Without this double Offering of our 
„Abt. and Fa ons the Holocauſt is ĩm- 
h 3 © perfect 
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perfect, our Victim is defective. It is by 


of 
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this Means only that the whole Man is, as 


2 s were, annihilated before the Being of 


© Own Buſineſs is not to _ whether 


it be neceffary that God ſhould thus re- 
veal Miſteries to us for the humbling of 
our Minds, but rather to know whe- 
ther he has revealed any or not, If he has 
vouchſafed to ſpeak to his Creatures, all 
that love him will obey his Voice. You 
are to conſider the Chriſtian Revelation as 
a Fact. Since you no longer doubt of the 
Proofs of this Fact, you are no longer at 
Liberty to chuſe what you will believe and 
what not. When the Mind is once cured 
of its Prefumption, all thoſe Difficulties, 


whereof you have brought together ſome 


Inftances, vaniſh in a Moment, We can 
then eaſily believe, that there is a Depth in 
the Divine Nature, and in the Conduct of 


' his Providence, which is not to be fa- 


thomed by the ſhort Line of our Rea- 
fon. The Infinite Being muſt of Ne- 


ture, n 1 | A 3 * 9 


© Ow the one hand we behold a Legiſ- 


lator, whoſe Law is altogether divine, and 


who proves his Miffion by miraculous 


Works, of which we cannot doubt, fince 
the Reaſons we have to believe them 
are ſo ſtrong and cogent, We find on 
the other Hand divers Miſteries which 
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ſhock our Underſtanding. What ſhall we 
do between theſe two perplexing Extremes 
of a clear Revelation, and an incom 5 
henſible Obſcurity? We have no 

left but to ſacrifice our Underftanding, and 
this Sacrifice is one Part of the' Worſhip due 


to the Soyerei gn Being. 


„Has not God an infinite Variety of 
Knowledge which we have not? when 


he diſcovers any of his Secrets to us by 
a Supernatural way, our Buſineſs is not to 
examine the Manner of thoſe Myſteries, 


but the Certainty of their Revelation, The 


ſeem to us inconfiſtent, without being 


in Reality; and this ſeeming Inconſiſteney 
ariſes from the Scantineſs and narrow Li- 


mits of our Underſtanding, which can not 
reach to ſee the Connexion of our natural 


Ideas with theſe ſupernatural Truths. 


l cunisriAurry adds nothing to your 
© pure Deiſm but the Sacrifice of the Under- 
ſtanding, and the Catholick Faith does but 
compleat this Sacrifice, We have, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, but two Articles of Reli- 


gion, the Love of an invifible God, and 


Obedience to his Living Oracle the Church. 

All the other particular Truths are emi- 
nently contained in theſe two ſimple and 
univerſal ones, which are within the Reach 
of every Capacity. Can any thing be more 
3 of the divine Perfection, or more 
neceſſary for the Weakneſs of Men ? 


Tax 
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"Tax " be 0s * bid: $ I have no 
£ longer any Difficulty about the incompre- 
c henſtble Doctrines of Faith, but about cer- 
< tain. Opinions which haue unawares crept 
c in- the Prieſts and the People. May 
c © not the Chriſtian Law, as well as the 

ewiſh, have been obſcured by uncertain 

£ Traditions? I am perſuaded that the 
Church will never teach any Errors which 
care dangerous or damnable ; but may ſhe 
85 * certain 3 Errors as be- 
uſeful and neceſſary in the preſent 
eakneſs of human Nature? Such, for 

4 Example FO AT er TW on n Puniſh- 
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* 1 3 s ad) his has. | us 
2 * to free the Minds of — this 
Fear. But there is nothing in the 
8 —— Ideas we have of the Deity, nor 
even in the Holy Scripture to hinder us 
< from believing, that ſooner or later all 
4 Beings will return to Order. This was 
A the Solution which Origen hit upon to juf- 

tif all the Steps of Providence. This fur- 
+. niſhes un Anſwer to all the Obje ctions 
which Celſus, Mr. Baile, and all other 

+ Unbehlievers, whether ancient or modern, 
« have formed againſt the Chriſtian Syſtem, 
Leave me but this 3 _ 1 cy * 
ee, 2 {#4 4199 
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No, no, ſaid the Father, I will leave 
you no Refuge to eſcape the Sacrifice of 
your Underſtanding. Should we fuppoſe 
that the Church might tolerate ſome inno- 
cent Miftakes, yet ſince ſhe never will 
teach any dangerous Error, which can juſ- 
tify a Rebellion, and the throwing off our 
Dependance, why do you delay to ſubmit, 
and to loſe in the Incomprehenſibility of 
God all thoſe vain Speculations, which 
might limit and ſet Bounds to your Obe- 


dience ? This Life is but a dark Night, 


in which we are not allowed to reaſon upon 
the Secrets of the divine Nature, or the 


impenetrable Defigns of his Providence. 


One Moment more, and all will be un- 
veiled. God will juſtify his Conduct. We 
ſhall ſee that his Wiſdom, Juſtice, and 
Goodneſs, are always concordant and in- 
ſeparable. *Tis our Pride, and our Im- 
patience which make us unwilling to wait 
for this Unravelling. Inſtead of uſing that 
Ray of Light which is left us, as a Guide 
to lead us out of our Darkneſs, we loſe it 
in a Labyrinth of Diſputes, Errors, chi- 
merical Syſtems, and particular Sects, 


which not only diſturb the preſent Peace of 
human Society, but indiſpoſe us for the true 


Life of all intelligent Natures, who have 
no Underſtanding or Will of their own, 


but are enlightened by the fame univerſal 
* Reaſon, and are moved and animated by 


the ſame Sovereign Love. 
* © HITHERTO 
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HrnERTO you have ſought to poſſeſs 
© Truth. Truth muſt now captivate and 
© poſſeſs you, and ſtrip you of all the falſe 
_ © Riches of your Underſtanding. Before 
® we can be perfect Chriſtians, we muſt be 
© difappropriated of every Thing, even of 
© our Ideas themſelves. No Religion but 
© the Chriſtian teaches this 2 Po- 
© verty. Impoſe this Silence upon your Ima- 
* gination and your Reaſon. Say continual- 
* ly to God; inſtruct me by the Heart and 
not by the Underſtanding : Make me be- 
_ © heve as the Saints have believed: Make 
© me love as the Saints have loved. By this 
Means you will be ſeeured from all Ancre- 
$; N z p. | | 


:$ Norm i is more clearly — aid 
J ith Gentleman, in Metaphyſicks than 
the Exiſtence of a Being infinite, perfect, 
and eternal, that's to ſay GOD; but the 
s Immortality of the Soul does not appear 
to carry with it the ſame Clearneſs and 
* Strength of Proof, at leaſt by the little 
© that T have read. What appears to me 
© to be the beſt Proof is, that as we are per- 
fectly fenſible of its Unity, it is not ſubject 
© to Diviſion of Parts as Bodies, and conſe- 
quentliy to deſtroy it, a particular Will of 
God would be neceſſary, as one was requi- 
ſite for its Creation. This Reaſon anſwers 
© equally for the Immortality of Matter, 


6 and can amount to no more than 3 8 4 
6 lity, 
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c lity, which is not ſulficient.” "This is my 
« firſt» Difficulty. 
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rn 


eſtabliſhed, the Queſtion ſtill is to prove 
the Neceflity of a Worſhip, and what 


Relation there can be between the Infinite 


and the Finite, that this Worſhip! N be 


TINS n 


413 IT muſt be ads appear . we are 
ger Agents, otherwiſe we are anſwerable 
for nothing. Now, as we have within 
us an invincible Deſire to be happy, and 


an Intelligence neceſſitated to acknowledge 
an evident Truth which appears, it muſt 
be ſhewn, that our Wit is not a Balance 
neceſſarily counterpoiſed pM the Idea of the 
greateſt Good. ö 


* I cannot doubt but that it is ible 
to prove theſe Truths in a clearer, ſhorter, 


more intereſting,” and exacter Manner, 
than has been hitherto done: I ſhould 
be glad to ſee ſuch a Work as this which 


would be of infinite Uſe.” 


Hers the Gentleman left off ſpeaking," 


and the Prieſt made the following Diſcourſe 


containing Proofs of the Being of 'a God, 
the Liberty of Man, the Niceſſity of a di 4 
wine Worſhip, aud wth Immortality Tm the 


Soul, 


+© THERE 


FTuERRH muſt of Neceſſity be ſomething 


* 


R N K K M A GM M M K „ „ 2a A 
£ , I 4 


do all that is po | 
this Will. We do not fee his Eſſence, 
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eternal, nothing could not produce the 


Things which are. That Being which ex- 
os of itſelf is for no other Reaſon Eternal, 

ut becauſe it carries within itſelf the Ne- 
ceflity of its Exiſtence. All finite Beings 
may either be or not be. Every ſuppo- 
ſed Infinite, or Infinite in all Reſpects, has 
nothing in it ſelf to make it exiſt prefer- 
ably to an Infinite of a Superior Degree; 
ſo that its Exiſtence is not neceſſary, The 


ſelf exiſtent Being, the infinite Being, the 


abſolute Infinite, are therefore ſynonimous 


Terms. It is for this Reaſon that God 


defines himſelf He that is. | 


< MuLTiPLIcITY is poor in its ſeeming 
Abundance. The abſolute Infinite is ſu- 
premely one, and ſupremely all, He is all 
Being, and not all Beings. He exiſts, knows 
himſelf, and loves himſelf always alike. He 
contains all that is real in all Beings by 
an indiviſible Simplicity, and not a — 


poſition of Parts. He knows all that is 
knowable in knowing himſelf. He loves 


all that is lovely in loving himſelf. He can 
ſſible by the ſimple Act of 


but we have here a clear Idea of his eſſen- 


tial Properties. It is, I confeſs, but an 
infinitely ſmall Perception of the infinitely 
great Being, but it is a very real one, and 


ſuch as diſtinguiſhes him from all other Be- 
ings whether finite or infinite, in one Reſ- 


pec only, 


« SINCE 
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© SINCE the abſolute Infinite is the only Be- 
< ing which exiſts of itſelf ; ſince finite Beings 
cannot be ſmall Parts taken off from his 
< indiviſible Subſtance ;' it neceſfarily follows, 
„that he has a real Power of making that 
to be which was not before: We have no 
Idea of this creating Power, but ſuch a 
Power there muſt be in God, or the Ex- 
© iſtence of finite Beings would Be impoſk- 
ble 


< Tae Action by which God ha crea- 
ted all Things is never diſcontinued. *Tis 
plain that he every Moment gives Being, 

becauſe he can every Moment take it away. 
Now he cannot take it away but by cea- 
ſing to give it, or by giving nothing: 
but nothing cannot be communicated. The 
Preſervation therefore of the Creatures is 
a perpetual Gift, that is to ſay, a continued 

Creation. A Being which holds its Exiſ- 
tence in Dependance, cannot but be de- 
pendant on its Operations. The Creatures 
act, as they exiſt. Their Activity as well 
as their Being is every Moment communi- 

cated to them. What a wide F ield of 
| Truth is here opened to the Mind? 


K K a M 
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8 Ir i is God alone who creates au, and 
cs de is the ſole Agent in his Work: It is 
© he, who being every where preſent, gives 
8 *F orm and Motion to the corporeal World, 
ight and Love to the Intellectual. It is 

« 50 who makes the one : intelligible, and 
Vol, * ö 11 the 
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< the other intelligent. It is by him alone 


chat they correſpond to each other, pur- 


- © ſuant to certain general Laws, which he 
has eſtabliſhed for the Preſervation of Or- 


L der and Union in his Works. 


© Seconp Canſes are oy the mere Occa- 
ſions of his Action, which we don't per- 
ceive becauſe of its Delicacy, and which we 
falſly attribute to the Creatures and to 


the Divinity. There is no Shadow of real 

Power in finite Beings, but that of our 

Liberty, by which we are enabled to con- 

ſent, or not to conſent, to the divine Ac- 

« tion, which illuminates, excites, and moves 
US. | | 
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4 Tax Impulſe which is given 1 us by God 

© towards good in general, is the Ground 
© and Eſſence of the Will, and the Spring 
of all our Loves. But this Impulſe never 
© carries us irreſiſtibly towards any particular 
Good. we can always ſtop to examine 
© whether the Good that preſents itſelf be 
real or imaginary, whether according to 
© Order, or contrary to it; whether good in 
_ © itſelf, or only pleaſing to us. We can by 
6 Conſequence give Way to the Action of 
God upon us, either from Virtuous or fen- 
< ſual, rational or pleaſurable Conſiderations, 
We . from a\reverential Regard to his adorable 


l Perfections, or from the Reliſh of our agree - 


© able Senſations. ores we ſee the two-fold 
| hs 


* 


ourſelves, thereby uſurping the Rights of 


«a 6 
* 


S 
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© Spring, by which our Liberty is ex- 


*- plained, 


© This Power of conſenting to the divine 


Action does not fuppoſe an infinite Strength | 
© in the Creature. It produces neither the 


Object, nor the Action of the Object, nor 
the Motion towards the Object. Our Ac- 
tion is of itſelf always bated The Ac- 
tion of God is what alone produces all 
our luminous and beautifying Perceptions. 


* moved, This Activity (or this Power of 
22 like our Being, is a continued 
© Gift of God. We have a Being different 
from his, and in like Manner we have an 
Activity diſtin from his, But as our Be- 


ing can not exiſt independently of his, ſo 


without his. His Action does all in all 


according to certain Laws which he has 
eftabliſhed. | 


Tux dee Rule by which God com- 
municates himfelf to free Beings, is to do 
it more or leſs, as they more or lefs give 
Way to his Action. When the Creature 
A fins, it is not neceſſary to fuppofe it en- 
* dowed with a you equal to the Crea- 
© tor's, whereby it may put a Stop to the 
© Action of God 3 it is God kimfelf who 
© ſtops. He ceaſes to Act, becauſe the Terms 
y or Condition upon which he Acts is want 


4 
« 


Tia Tus 


It is the only Source of all the Truths, 
© and of all the Pleaſures by which we are 


neither can our Action produce any Thing 


rer n . 
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2 


E. r Sight of the N Good, di 


played without Covering or Veil, would 
invincibly determine every finite Intelli- 


Homage to its infinite Perfection, er in 
order only to the Enjoyment of Happineſs. 
To ſeperate theſe two Sorts. of Love is to 
commit a Sacrilege. No Method was more 
worthy of the divine Wiſdom for the con- 
firming us eternally in the pure Love of 
Order, than to raiſe us toit by a State 
of Tryal, wherein we have continual Oc- 


a „„ „ „„ „ „„ „ „6 


© caſtons. of Sacrificing our pleafurable Sen- 
bf 


fations to the pure Idea of his infinite Per- 
fection. The only Reaſon then why he 


« has made us free, is that we A . ; 


e of pure Love. 


28 Tus 3 is the Worſhip which God —_ 
from his Creature, and the eternal Condi- 
* tion of our Union with him. Order re- 
« quires that we would love his infinite Per- 
fection more than our finite Perfection. 
Every Creature is but a bounded, com- 
municated and dependent good: whereas 
the firſt Being is properly the Only good, the 


Source of all other good, the unbounded 


, and independant Good, Our Love of this. 
good ought likewiſe to be a peculiar kind 


bd of Love, the Source of all our Loves, a 


gence to cleave and adhere to it. But 
this the Creatures might do,. either to pay 


Love without Bounds, and independent of 


all other Love. On the contrary, the Love 
« of our: ſelves ou * to be a Love derived 


1222 8 50 a | *from 
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© from this primitive Love, a Rivulet from 
© this Source, a bounded Love, a Love pro- 
< portioned to the ſmall Portion of Good 
< which is fallen to our Lot. This is that 
true Worſhip from which God cannot dif- 
penſe any intelligent Creature, and with- 
out which he cannot unite himſelf to it. 
© God is all, and we are but a meer Nothing, 
« cloathed with 2 fmall Particle of borrowed 
9 Being. That Self which we love fo dearly 
© is, fo to ſpeak, but a little Part which ſeeks 
to be the All, and falfly challenges divine 
* Honours. The Idol muſt be thrown down, 
© that it may be reduced to its own little 
Place. When this Foundation is once laid, 
the whole Edifice will rife as it were of it 
* ſelf. We ſhall find the whole of W 
* unfolded in our Heart. 


Tu Exiſtence of God, the Liberty cf 
Man, and the true Nature of religious 

s Worſhip being once eftabliſhed, the Immor- 
* tality & the Soul 46 follows from 
6 theſe three Principles, 


8 We are capable of knowing and of 
* loving to Infinity, God could have no 
other End in creating a Being with fo 
*--vaſt a Capacity but to make himfelf known 
< to it as the Sovereign Truth, and to make 
© himſelf loved by it as the univerſal Good- 
f neſs. Man does not in this Life accom- 
* pliſh this Deſign of his Maker. All his. 
* Employments and Occupations here below 
5 are a __ noble a Capatitys 1 
3 1. 
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TE 77it is impoſſible that God ſhould create Be- ä 


< .ings to know and to love him to Infinity, 
« without ever fulfilling the Deſign of their 
© Creation, unleſs they render themſelves 
c incapable of it by their: -own Fault. 
43:5 Tos © would be infinitely 
© unworthy the Wiſdom and: Goodneſs of 
God who cannot deſtroy a Being that loves 
him, and which he has created for no other 
End but to love him. Suppoſing then, _ 
the Soul were material and mortal by its 
8 Ae it might become immortal by Love.” 


_ x W thus the good Father he ; 
Atheiſts to he Deiſts, Deiſts to be Chriſtians, 
and Chriſtians to be Catholicks, by a well 
connected Chain of Ideas and Reaſonings; 
which abounded with Light, and with noble 
Sentiments. All his Arguments centered in 
the Love of Order, and all flowed from 
thence. This great and noble Idea _ 
Strength, Beauty, Elevation and Unity to 
all his Principles. I do not pretend here to 
demonſtrate the Truth of this Syſtem 3 but 
I intreat the incredulous to ſhew me another, 
all the Parts of which are fo cloſely knit to- 
gether, a-Syſtem ſo fruitful in luminous Cof- 
Jequences, — ſo eee to the Mind and 


8 


< We were al 3 with this * 
verſation that we were ſorry when it was at 
End, and every one of us, in our Furns, ex- 


8 our 3 to the 1 
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. Father for defending the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion in ſo glorious a Manner, and by 
—— ſo convincing, that Incredulity could 


bly ſtand its Ground; for my Part, 


E. he had faid gave me fo great Satisfac- 
tion that no Words were capable to expreſs + 
Mongo | | 


Tan Count e bim in that 
nteel Manner of which he is fo much 

— that few Men equal and none ex- 
ceed him: Dear Father, ſaid he, you have 
eſtabliſhed our Religion in ſo clear a Man- 
ner, that even I could now deab with your 

Free- thinkers and Deiſts, though before I 
durſt not venture to enter the Lifts with 
them, nay I even thought ſome of their Ob- 
jections unanſwerable, but you have now 
drawn the Veil from before my Eyes, and 
J plainly fee what I thought intricate and 
dark in the Chriſtian Syſtem; but were it 
not the Fear of Stiguing you with too much 
ſpeaking, I would afk you one Favour more 
which. is this; that as you have intirely ſets 
tled me with regard to my religious Prin- 
ciples, you would favour me with your 
Thoughts upon political Principles, which; 
though not ſo neceſſary as the former, a Man 
eonverſant in the World ought likewiſe to be . 
ſettled and fixed in. | 


IG ane he — 1 might eafily 
excuſe myſelf from granting your Requeſt 


from Reaſons of Inability, which migbt be 
2 without a Bluſh by a Man of my 


Pro- 
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Profeſſion; but though I ought, perhaps, to 
do ſo rather than expoſe the Weakneſs, of my 
Capacity in obeying your C— yet 1 
chuſe rather to:ſhew you my Ignorange than 
to give you Occaſion to bag my Inclina- 
tion to oblige you in every 2 
that View I ha l — tell you my Senti- 

ments een Politicks, which are theſe. 


© ALL the Nations of the Earth e ſo 
© m different Families of one and the 
© fame Republick, of which God is the 
< Common Father. The natural and univerſal 
© Law, by which he would have each Family 
© governed is, 10 aig _ public Good to 

6 km qr et. 


Ir Men were guided by this Law, 
every one would be ſwayed by Reaſon and 
_ © Friendſhip in the doing of what he does 
© at preſent only for Intereſt, or through 
l Fear. But we are fo blinded and cor- 

© ;rupted by our Paſſions, that we neither 
© love nor underftand this great Law. It 
© has become neceſſary to explain it, and put 
it in Execution by National Laws, and 
7. confequently to eſtabliſh a Supreme Autho- 
* rity which might judge in dernier Reſſort, 
and to which all might have Recourſe as to 
the Fountain of Political Unity and Civil 
Order; otherwiſe there would be as _y 
* e eee as Men. 


Log of the People, the publiek Good, 
« « he common Ince of the Society, is * 


* «| * 
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the immutable and univerſal Law by which 
© Sovereigns are to rule. This Law is ante- 
© cedent to all Contract. It is founded in 
Naturè itſelf. Tis the Source of all other 
Laus, and the Rule by which they ſhould be 
made. He who governs, ought to pay the 
© moſt perfect Obedience to this primitive 
Law. He has abſolute Power over the 


0 


People, but this Law fhould have abſolute 


Power over him. The common Father of 
© the great Family has committed the Care 
© of his Children to him for no other End 
but their Happinefs. His Intention is that 
© one ſingle Man ſhould miniſter by his Wif> 


dom to the Felicity of fo great a Number, 


© and not that fo great a Number ſhould ſerve 
< by their Miſery to flatter the Pride of one 


© Man. It is not for his own Sake that he 


© is made a King by God, but only to be the 
Guardian of the People; and he is no far- 
© ther worthy of the royal Dignity than as he 
b forgets himſelf for the Sake of the publick 


Py 


Tk Tyranny of Princes, who govern 
© by deſpotiek Sway, is a Violation of the 
common Rights of Men, as Brethren. It 
is an intire Overturning of the great Law 
of Nature, to maintain and ſupport which 
is their only Office. Deſpotick Power in 
the Multitude is a fenſeleſs blind Power, 
which turns frantick and furious againſt it- 
ſelf, A People that has been ſpoiled by an 
© Exceſs of Liberty is the moſt inſupportable 


R A 


of all Tyrants. The Wiſdom of every 


Government 
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1 8 conſiſts in finding the Middle 
between theſe two dreadful Extremes, in 
F * Liberty which it bounded and reſtrained by 
the ſole Authority of the Laws. But fo 
8 1 are Men, and ſo much their own 


Enemies, that they cannot confine them- 
0 ' ſelves to this guſt Medium. 


: San Condition - of human Nature We 
© Princes, jealous of their Power, are always 
for enlarging it. The People fond of their 
Liberty, are ever for augmenting it. It 
* is better, however, patiently to ſuffer for 
© the Sake of Order thoſe Evils which are 
<. unavoidable even in the beſt regulated 
©; States, than to ſhake off the Yoke of all 
Authority, and to abandon ourſelves to 
the wild Fury of the Multitude, who act 
| 4 neither by Rule nor Law. When, there- 
© fore, the Supreme Power, i is once lodged, 
2 4 foundamental Laws, in one alone, in a 
or in we ought to bear the 
: e. eil we can find a Remedy 
6 ' conſiſtent with Order. 


„ Art Sorts of 8 are of Ne- 
© ceſſiy imperfect, becauſe the Supreme Au- 


© thority muſt of Neceſſity be truſted in the Z 


Hands of thofe who are but Men. And all 
Kinds of Governments are good when the 
<: Governors act by the great Law of the 
« publick Meal. In the Theory, ſome cer- 
© tain Forms appear more agible than others; 
© but in the Practice we find, that the In- 
* _ conveniencies to which all States . 
1 © poſed 
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* poſed through the Weakneſs or Corruption 


of Men (all ſubject to the ſame Paſſions) 
are pretty near equal, It very ſeldom fails 
but the Monarch, or the Senate, is wholly 
REO and led by two or three Men. 


6 Tun Happineſs then of human Sorbety 
is not to be obtained by changing and over- 
turning the eſtabliſned Forms, but by ſug- 
geſting to Princes, that the Safety of their 
Government depends upon the Happineſs 
of their Subjects, and by inculcating upon 


the People; that in order to their ſolid 


Happineſs, there muſt be a Subordination. 
Liberty without Order is a Licentiouſneſs 


which brings arbitrary Power. Order with- 


out Liberty is a Slavery which —_ in 
Anarchy. | | 


On the une hand, - Prinets' XP be 


taught, that to govern with unlimited Power 
is a Madneſs which proves ruinous to their 
juſt Authority. When Sovereigns accuſ- 
tom themſelves ta know no other Law but 
their abſolute Will, they ſap the Founda- 


tions of their DeGon There will come 


a ſudden and violent Revolution, which 
inſtead of reſtraining their exceſſive Power, 


will irrecoverably put an End to it, 


on the other hand, the People ſhould be 
made ſenſible, that Kings being liable to Hat- 
reds, Jealouſies, and involuntary Miſtakes, 
which have terrible but unforſeen Conſe- 
quences, are to be pitied and excuſed. Mou | 
are 
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© are unhappy in that they are to be governed 
0 by a King who is but a Man like them- 
ſelves; for it would need a Divine Wiſdom 
to reform and conduct them. But Kings 
are not leſs unfortunate, being but Men, 
that is to ſay weak and imperfect, to have 
"ſuch a numberleſs Multitude of corrupt and 


en Men to govern. 
Ir was by theſe Maxims, equally adapted 


« to all States, that the wiſe Mentor endea- 


© voured to make his Country happy, in 
maintaining the due Subordination of 


Ranks. It was thus that he reconciled the 
Liberty of the People with Obedience to 
Sovereigns; ſeeking to make Men at the 
ſame Time good Common-wealth's Men, 
and loyal Subjects, ſubmiſſive without be- 


15 


ng Slaves, and free without being licen- 


© tious. The pure Love of Order is the 
Fountain of all his political as well as of his 
© religious Virtues, The ſame Unity of Prin- 


© ciples prevails N all his + Boner: 


A ments. 


Hens the Prieft let of Feng au 


| heading up from his Chair made the Com- 


pany a low Bow, and wiſhing us all Hap- 


pineſs in our intended 1 went out 


ef the Room along with the Gentleman who 
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